
ARTS LffiRARY 

(DELHI UNWERSnV LIBRARY SYSTEM) 

aNo. Vtl'.VM 

Ac. No. of release for loan 

This book should be returned on or before the date last stamped 
below. An overdue charge of Rupee One will be chaj ged for each day 
the book is kept overtime. 

(Authoriy : EC Res. 200 dated 27th August 1996) 


Date of release for loan 




TRANSACTIONS 


1 tc 

INDIA, 

ttLOU 

THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE FRENCH WAR 

IN SEVENTEEN HUNDRED AND FIFTY-SIX, 

T O 

THE CONCLUSION OF THE LATE PEACE, 

IN SEVENTEEN HUN.DRF.D AND EIOHTY-THREB. 

C O S TA I N I N O 

A HISTORY 

OF T H R 

BRITISH INTERESTS in INDOSTAN, 

DURINO A PERIOD OF HEAR THIRTY YEARS J 

DtSTINOUlSHED BY TWO WARS WITH FRANCE, 
SEVERAL RF.VOLUIIONS AND TREATIES OF 
ALLIANCE, THE AC Qj; ISIl ION OF AN EX- 
TENSIVE TERRITORY, AND THE ADMINI- 
STRATION OF GOVERNOR HASTINGS* 


L- O N Ef O N. 

PRINTED VOR J. DrtRETT, OPPOSITE BURtlNOtON- 
•MOUSE, IN PICCADILLY. 


MOCCLZXZVI. 




CONTENTS. 


CHAPTER I. 

JNT RO DUCTIO The ambitious projects of 
Du^ix — /Jzi acquifitwis — Laurence and Clive 
oppofe him with fuccefs — The decline of the French 
intd'efi — Mahomed Ally gets pojfcfficm of the Car~ 
natic — Expedition to Gheriah — Dupleix recalled 
— A fufpen/ion of hoftilities — A new war — The 
French and their allies defeated — Pondicherry cap- 
tured and erazed, page i 

CHAPTER ILr‘ 

Revolutions in Bengal — ^jah Dowlah—Meer Jaf- 
jier — Cojfm Ally Cawn — The Company’s acceffion to 
the Dewamce — Sujah ul Dcwlah — treaties — Lord 
Clive goes out to India — Sehfl* Committee— Alter- 
cation with the Members of the Board. 28 


CHAP- 



CONTENTS. 


CHAPTER III. 

1 [he Company* i affairs an object of public inquiry — 
7 'heir bargain with Government — Debates on their 
JituationinPartiamei^—^Their Dividend rejircdned 
— Confequences — yi RefkSlim — Amount of their 
Debts and Revenues at this period 64 

CHAPTER IV. 

Hyder Ally* s lineage and power — He quarrels with 
the Company — A comparative Jiatement of the Dif~ 
putcmts — Batik Tnnmaly — Hyder ravages 
the Carnatic — Appears at the gates of Madras — 
Peace concluded An ejlimate of the war — ^per^ 
vi^rs appointed — A nrw bargain with Govmi- 
ment 76 


CHAPTER V. 

Fffcois of the various Revolutions which took place in 
the Province of Bengal — Opprejions Bdahom- 
med Reza Cawn — A dreadful famine — Mr. Haft' 
ings — His Regulations — His Intrigues with the 
Country Princes Sujah ul Dowlah — Shaw Allumt 
or the Great Mogul — the Rohilla IVar 1 1 1 


C II A P, 



CONTENTS. 


C H A P T E R VI. 

A Plenipotentiary from his Britannic Majefiy appears 
on the Coafi of Coromandel — TAf Fall of Tanjore 
— Lord PigoPs apfynntment — He remotes the King 
of [anjore — Is put under Military Arreft — Dies 
in Confinement — Phree of the Majority "who offered 
this Infurre^ion tried and condemned by an Englijk 
Jury 163 


CHAPTER YII. 

The Regulating A 6 l — hfiitution cf the Supreme Couth 
cil — Charader of its Members — Pcjhre of j^tdrs 
on th^ontinen^of India — Government of the Ma- 
jority — T hey cenfure the Syfiein cf the former Admi- 
niflration — Condemn the Roliilla war, which Mr. 
Ha/tings defends, and withholds his* Correfpondince 
with the Refulcnt — The Troops recalled front that 
Expedition — Treatment of the Great Mogul — Oper- 
ation of the Army — The Governor-General charged 
With corrupt PtaSiices before the Board — Death of 
Sujah ul Dowlah — The Story of Nurxomar — EffeSis 
of thefe Altercations in England 202 

CHAPTER VIII. 

The firfi Marratto IVar — Amedo^ts of that People — 
Interference of the Bombay Prejidencyin their Dijfen- 
Jians — Treaty with Ragoba — Colonel Vpfoa*s D^pu- 

tatm 



CONTENTS. 


iatim to Poonah — 7 he Treaty <f Poorunder — Di/-* 
fati^aSions produced by that Rveid — The Political 
State qf India at that Period 257 

CHAPTER IX. 

Intrigues of the Bombc^ Prejidency — Origin and Com- 
mencement of the Second Marratto IVar — March of 
the Bengal Detachment through the interior Countries 
of India — Failure of the Bombay Expedition — Gene- 
ral Goddard refufes to accede to the Treaty of Wor- 
gaum — The projeEled Negociation with the Rajah 
of Berar abortive — New Alliances with Futty Sing and 
the Rannah of Ghod — A general Confederacy formed 
againft the Englijh — The Conquejl'of the Guzurat — 
Popham’s brilliant Expedition in the Province of 
Ghod — — — 305 


CHAPTER X. 

Erench War — Pondicherry taken — Ajfair of the GuJk- 
toor drear and Pejhcujh — Hyder Ally imades the 
Carnatic — The Cotifequences of that Event — The 
Prejidency and the Nabob equally unprepared — Statf 
of the Army — Sir Hedlor Monro takes the Field — 
Baillie's Situation — His Difajier — Sir Eyre Coote's 
Arrival — He beats the Enemy in four pitched Battles 
—TheW or with the Djttch — Expedition agednft their 
Settlements in Sumatra — The Fall cf Negapatam on 
ihe Coromandel Coaji, and of Trincomale in the IJland 
^ C^'lon — 341 

CHAP. 



CONTENTS. 


CHAPTER XL 

Demands on the Rajah of Benares — I-Je is charged with 
Contumacy — The Gcfvernor-General vijits Benare — 
The Rajah is taken into Cufiody — The Sepcys and 
Officers on that Service majfacred — He flies — 'His 
Relation, and Enemy, fucceeds to the temporary Ma- 
nagement of the Zemindary — The Temerity and Re- 
pulfc of Captain Mayaffire — The Governor -General 
abandons his ^carters by Night — ‘I he Nabob Vi- 
ten's Vifit — Mal-treatment of the Prineffies of 
Oude, the IVomen of the Zenana, and the Royal 
Offspring — Diflurbances in the contiguous Provinces 
— MitHary Operations — Gcfvemment fettled — 
Peace with Sindia — Booty femedby the Army 404 

CHAPTER XIL 

fjpearanct of a French Fleet before Madras — Purfued, 
and fome of the Convoy captured by Sir Edward, 
IJuflies — Partial Fiffiit — The Enemy haul their IVind 
and are out of Sight in the Morning— The Sultan and 
Magnanime, from England, join Sir Edward — A 
bloody AJlion on the Coafi of Ceylon — Confequences of 
thefe Ablions — Abingdon's Succefs— Peace concluded 
with the P,Iarrattos — Hurricane — Famine — Ope- 
rations of the Army on the Coafl of Malabar — Onore 
Jiormed — Uyder's Death — Canara invaded — Dif- 
contents in the Army — Mangalore — Pam»inCun-' 

dapor^ 



CONTENTS. 

Matthews cc^Hulates^Fate of the 
General and Officers — 7 h€ French Auxiliaries rfufe 
to fight agcdnfl the EngUJh — Sir Eyre Coote dies at 
Madras — Succejfes in the Coimbataicr Country — Lad 
Naval ASion between the French and EngUJh Fleets 
•^ejfatim of Hodilities. — — 450 


CHAP. 



Transactions 


I N 

INDIA, 


CHAPTER 1. 

JtitroduBion — The amhiiious projeBi of Dttpkix — JIi$ 
acqmfiions — Lawrence and Clive oppoft him with 
JncceJs — The decline cf the French iniereji — Maho- 
med Ally gels pojjejjion of the Carnatic — Expeditimi 
to Gheriah — Dupkix recalled — A fujpenjion cf hof- 
lilities — A new war — The French and their allies 
dfeated — Pondicherry capiui cd and crazed. 

JEiMUI,ATION is one of the moft forcible and 
Operative principles in ftates or individuals. Man 
in his focial and folitary capacity is the artificer of 
man. But it is ftill one of the molt important 
defiderata in morals or politics, whether this maf- 
tcr-fpriug in his nature be ultimately beneficial to 
the fpccics, or xvhether, on the whole, it» belt arc 
not greatly overbalanced by i»s woril confequen- 
CCE • * * 

R 



2 TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 

The hiftory of ihe two rival nations, which 
eminently exemplifies, at the fame time that it ap- 
proaches neared to a dccifion of this point, is that 
of France anil England. The inceffant interfe- 
rence of their commerce and ambition, has creat- 
ed fuch a fpirit of envy, occalioned fuch a ferics 
of depredations, rivetted fuch implacable preju- 
dices, and, for a long fuccedion of ages, produced 
fuch a carnage among the fpecics, as are but little 
alleviated by all the advantages derived to either, 
from their fettled antipathies or reciprocal hofti- 
litics ! 

This ancient and prevailing charafclcriftic in the 
genius of each, lias oftener than once portended 
the deftruftion of both. A political cj^ntention, 
ho^'ever, has thus cftabliflied itfclf between them,- 
which more or lefs affefts their minuted and molt 
important operations. It is flrengthcned and pam- 
pered by tliat luxury which rages in the centre, 
and extends its baleful influence to the extremities 
of all their dependencies. 

Such arc thofe radical enmities which have not 
only deluged the whole continent of Europe re- 
peatedly in blood, but which in every quarter of 
the globe, and among all the nations on earth, 
exhibit to the eye of fpcculative humanity, groupes 
of objefls which render them equally Ihocking anc^ 
immortal. 

Thcfe w’cre but too Icrioufly and openly avowed, 
by the firft European government that ever inter- 
fered infthc politics of Indoftan. It was to de- 
fend themfelves againfl the deep defigns and daring 

intrigues 
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intrigues of a Dupleix, tliat the Engiifli in that 
part of the world originally took up arms. And 
all thofc fplcndid achievements wliich have hither- 
to marked their fortunes in India, bear a llrikinw 
refcmbUncc to the genius and ineafures of that 
confummaie ftatefman. 

Palis and London are not greater rivals in Eu- 
rope, than Pondij;heiry and Madrafs v/cre former- 
ly in Afia. Their religious prepolfelfions and pe- 
culiarities, their natural averfions, ami their intc- 
rtMled jcdloufics, were unhappily corroborated and 
extended by their vicinity, in being fituatcd in 
the fame province, their commerce, in tra- 
ding in the fame articles, and their aim, in accu- 
mulating, and gracing at the fame advantages. 

Duplcix, who added to a wary, fubtle, and pe- 
netrating undcrltanding, the moll romantic and 
indefatigable fpirit of enterprife, in^ired h's fcl- 
low-adventnrcrs with all the inveterate and here- 
ditary animofuy of his native country againll iht. 
Englifli. Ilis envy was peculiaily heightened and 
aggravated by our fuperior prolperity. \Vc had 
lecured feveral valuable cftahh/hnienfs in various 
parts of Indoflan, many years before the french 
Our countrymen, much to their honour, had hap- 
pily and wifely conciliated tl e gocid opinion 01 
the natives, 'fhcii tralficwas fail', arid tiieir man- 
ners irreproachable. Circiinilpet t in their inter- 
courfe with the Indians, puriOi»il in their pay 
ments, and faithful to their engagements, 
commanded refpetf, and were treat d wth confi- 
dence. The goo^ they iinpoiied were of the 
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beA quality ; and the quantities of Afiatif: manu- 
fadure, and various other cotninodiMcs, which 
they fent to Europe, were prodigious. Thefe cir- 
cumilanccs were contemplated by the French with 
envy, in proportion as they interefted the neigh- 
bouring princes in our fuccefs. 

The genius of Duplcix was ill calculated to brook 
fuch a manifeft inferiority. His ambition was 
rouzed, and he determined on a feriesof meafurcs 
which, he flattered himfelf, could not but terminate 
in cftabliflting the French on the ruin of the £ng- 
lifh inicrcft. Notwithftaiiding the formidable 
obftaeJes which he had to furmount, from the ad- 
vantageous fcttlcments we poffefled, the prejudi- 
ces of the natives in our favoius, and the regular 
and permanent form our commerce had a^umed, 
his abilities were equal to the talk. And at a 
time when ^he government of the Mogul ftruck 
Europeans as irrefiftible ; when to them the 
magnitude of an Indian army was an obje^ of a- 
ftonilhmcnt and terror; when their fettlcmcnts 
were yet in their infancy, and commerce on a 
very narrow fcale, fecluded every idea of con- 
quell ; when their diHance from the parent liate, 
the paucity of their number, the defpotifm of the 
laws by wliich they were proteQed, and the bar- 
barous forms of juftice to which they were daily 
witneffes, rendered them affable, affimulating, in- 
dullrious and inoffenfive : this fagacious politi- 
ejan difeovered the two leading principles by which 
the prefent fyftem of rapacity, oppreffion, and 
peculation, has been matured*.and is ftillfupported. 

A fecure 
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A fecure and Unremitting attention to the trade' 
of India efFeaually* convinced him, that it never 
of itfelf, and as it then ftood, could be any conli- 
derable objeft to the French nation. The infinite 
reftri^ions and difadvantages under which it la> 
beared, were by no means compenfated either to 
the public or individuals, by the profits it produ- 
ced. Every article in which they dealt was fub- 
jefted to fuch a variety of duties, and obnoxious 
to fuch a numerous train of great and petty offi- 
cers, through whofe jurifdiftion it paffed, that it 
was impoffible to bring it to the market with al- 
moft any certain profpeQ; of gain. It was alfo 
cuftomary for the Nabobs to extort with rigour 

and exa6ltiefs a certain fum annually from all Eu- 

* 

ropeans who prefumed to trade in their dominions. 
They were, at the fame time, obliged to keep 
garrifons in their feveral faftories, and fupport 
fuch a force as they deemed nccefl'ary for the pro- 
tedion of their perfons and properties in the event 
of a war among the country powers. All this oc- 
calioncd fuch an immenfc expenditure, as the 
emoluments of a commerce, thus contrafted, im- 
peded, and precarious, was by no means calcu- 
lated to defray. 

The perfect conviction of a faCt fo mortifying to 
the pride of adventure, by which the French, 
efpecially under the conduCt of a Duplcix, were 
animated, muft have impelled them to have finally 
abandoned India, but that his tigacity jiid diP 
cernment fuggefted a competent rcfource in the 
ddPeCt of martidl genuis, •which he could perceive, 

B 3 even 
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quently formed, of fubjugatii^g Ajtiwcrodean, as 
a preliminary ftep tp a fticcefsful conteft with Na- 
zirjing. The French interett was folicited ; Du- 
pleix approved of a fcheme probably formed at his 
inftance. The Nabob of Arcot was defeated, and 
fell at the battle of Amboor ; but his death proved 
to Dupleix, and his allies, only cutting off the head 
qf a hydra. The caufe of Mohommedally, fe- 
cond fon of Anwarodcan, was cfpoufed by a 
ftrong party of the neighbouring armies, who 
dreaded the ambition of Chundafaheb. At their 
defire, Nazirjing marched into the Carnatic with 
a ftrong army. Ilis nephew, Murzafajing, who 
oppofed his claim to the fubafliip, was now indu- 
ced to accept of the offers niade^by his uncle. 

This fudden agreement deranged for a moment 
the affairs of the allies. But Dupleix, ever fertile 
in refources, found means of creating diffenfion in 
the court of the fuba [1750]). Aconfpiracy imme- 
diately took place ; and while Nazirjing, relying on 
the faith of the French, with whom a formal treaty 
had juft been concluded, and the loyalty of the 
tributary Pitans, who were with him in the field, 
abandoned himfclf to effeminacy, the former made 
an attack on thofo unfufpeding troops wlio were 
moft in his intereft ; and the latter raifed the ban- 
ners of rebellion, and murdered their prince in the 
midftof his guards and the view of his army. 

By this unexpefled revolution, Murzafajing, 
the ftcady friend of the French, was inftantly pro- 
claimed Siibah of the Dcccan. AJarge territory in 
the vicinity of Pondicherry, a diftrift full more 

valuable 
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valuable, near Karical, in the kingdom of Tan-> 
jore, with the city of Maffulipatnam, and all its 
dependencies, which produced, in all, an annual 
revenue of about thirty-eight thoufand pounds, 
were inftantly ceded to the French. 

The treafures of Naziijing were valued at two 
millions five hundred thoufand pounds. Dupleix 
(hared of this immenfc booty two hundred thou- 
sand pounds, befides jewels. In thegoigeous drefs 
of a native prince, he was the firft that did homage 
to the new lUbah. He was then declared governor 
for the Mogul, of all the countries fouth of the ri- 
ver Kirftna, a territory nearly equal in extent to 
the whole dominions of France in Europe. He 
was invefted with tjie povrer and title of Munfub, 
or commander of feven hundred horfe. He was 
even permitted to bear, among his enbgns, that of 
the JiJh, an honour never conferred bin on natives 
of the higheft dillinftion. All money, current in 
the Carnatic, was alfo to be coined at Pondi- 
cherry ; and all the Mogul’s revenues in the coun- 
tries of which Dupleix was appoiuted vicegerent, 
were in the firft inftance to be depofited with him. 
Chundafahab was appointed nabob of Arcot, un- 
.dcr his authority. 

By the death ofMurzafajing, [Jan. 4, 1751] who, 
like his uncle, fell a viftim, foon after him, to the 
rapacity of the Pitans, this torrent of good fortune 
received a temporary check. The genius of Dupleix, 
Jiowever, prevailed over every misfortune. Churt*. 
flafaheb for awhile fupported his authority in the Car- 
patic^ under the aufpices^and fupport of the French 

interefl. 



to 


TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 


intereft, with profperity. Mahommcdally, affifled 
by the Englifh, and all the adherents of his family, re- 
treat before his viflorious army. He followed them 
to Utatoor, to Siririgham, and to Trichinopoly. 
The deflinies of this great warrior overtook him at 
laft. Reduced by the fuperior conduft of his ene- 
mies to capitulate, he put himfclf in the power of 
Monahjee, the Myforean general, who immediately 
ordered his head to be cut off ["1752]]. Thus was 
this formiditole army, in the fpacc of little more 
than two months, reduced to the neceflity of throw- 
ing down their arms, and furrendcring at difcrc- 
tion. 

Even this difafter was in fomc degree compen- 
fated, by the fucoefs of the Fp-nch arms, in fup- 
porting the claims of Salabatjing, to the fubahfliip in 
the northern provinces of the Decan. This cam- 
paign was eSndufted by Bulfy, a foldier of expe- 
rience and capacity. He marched to Canaul, the 
capital of the Pitan nabob, who had flain the for- 
mer fiibah, and determined that the city lliould 
fulFcr for the treachery of its lord. 

Having put all the garrifon to the fword, and 
imprifoned the wife of the late nabob, wnth her two 
fon.s, after treating with the general of the Marrat- 
tocs, the army entered Golconda, where Salabet- 
jing publickly afeended the throne or mufned, as 
fubah of the Deccan. He then received letters 
from an ambalfador, who pretended to come from 
tbe court of Dehli, for the purpofe of thus invefting 
him witfi all the enfigns of goverment. This he 
deemed neceflary to fcciirc a welcome reception 

in 
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IX 


In Aurengabed. Balgerou, the Marrattoe general, 
found new caufes of breaking with him, but he 
forthwith invaded their country, and the difference 
for the prefcnt was adjufted. He was oppofed by 
a formidable confpiracy of combatants, in his march 
to Golconda, but had the good fortune to defeat 
them in a pitched battle. His rival and elder bro- 
ther, Ghaziodin Khan, was difpatched at Auren- 
gazeb by his mother, who poifoned him. The 
important fervicos of Dupleix were rewarded by a 
folemn appointment to the nabobfhip of Arcot. 

In this manner did Dupleix proceed in aggran- 
dizing his nation, accumulating advantages to the 
Company, inercafing his own fortune, and efta- 
blifhing his reputation. He raifed up Rajahfa- 
heb, the fon of Chundafaheb, to counteract or 
defeat the intcreft of Mohommed Ally in the Car- 
natic ; and with cxquifitc addrefs, l5y his afccn- 
dancy over the native princes, by the liberality of 
his prefents, and by the fagacity of his intrigues, 
as well as by the terror of the Trench arms, he 
finally realized the claims of Salabctjing. His 
views, ho\vevcr, were not fufhcicntly feconded by 
thofc officers, to whom the various expeditions he 
planned were entrufted. He did not receive thofe 
reinforcements and that affiftance from home, w'hich 
the exigencies of his fituation required, which his 
projects fuppofed, and which he had been taught 
to expeCl. But, the greateft impediments to his 
fuccefs arofc from the Britifh Triumvirate, Law- 
rence, Clive, and Sanders, who, at that time, had 
the charge of’our affairs in India. 
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During the brilliant’ career of Duplcix, the Eng- 
liih, reftrained by the Company at lioine, had hi- 
therto remained moil unaccountably inaftive. — 
The daring affaffinatiori of Najserjing, which Over- 
vdielmed them with horror and aftonifhmcnt ; the 
variety of white flags, which, as trophies of con- 
quefl, cnfighs of fovereignty, or fignals of defi- 
ance, furrounded the Englifli prcfidency of 
Fort St. David, are the two memorable circum- 
ftances which co-operated with national enmity, 
to rouzc their lethargy, and excite their emulation. 
The death of the fubah, by the treacherous Pitans, 
ftruck them as the black contrivance of Dupleix, 
that his politics of intereft and conqueft might be 
no longer thwarted, by managin^^ the oppofitc in- 
tcrefts of two fuch powerful rivals. And they 
confidered tlic triumphant flags which flreamed in 
the vicinity bf Fort St. David, as an infult to the 
Britilh character, fince it was impoflible to open 
their eyes, without contemplating the mortifying 
fignaturcs of their own inlignificance and difgracc. 

The prcfidency was then under the direflion of 
Mr. Sanders, who arrived in India but a Ihorttime 
before the death of Nazirjing. Convinced by 
that event, of the vaft ambition and c.xtenfivc ob- 
jc6t to which Dupleix afpired, he refolved to fruf- 
trate his projeds as much as poflible. His faga- 
city, his perfcvcrance, and his refolution, enabled 
him, on many occafions, to command a fuccefs, 
under circumltances peculiarly inaufpicious. But 
the military departments were filled by officers of 
genius and enterprize. Major ‘Lawrtnee was the 

firfl 
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firft who introduced a regular difcipline among the 
Britiih forces in India, and trained the natives who 
joined them, to fight in the European manner. It 
was under this hardy veteran that Clive imbibed 
the rudiments of war. By the joint efforts of thefc 
two great men, occafionally affifted by able Ad- 
mirals, and fubordinate officers of confiderable me- 
rit, the bold defigns of Dupleix, and the Court of 
Verfailles, were difappointed, of cP^ahlifliing a* 
univerfal monarchy in the empire of Indoilan, to 
the utter exclufion of every other Eurc^an. 

The nature of this work, however, prevents our 
going, with any degree of ininutenefs, into the de- 
tail of the Icvcral campaigns v.hich dittinguiflted 
thefe early periodsi^of the Indian w'ar. It is necef- 
I'ary only to recapitulate fuch a feries of general 
fads as may preferve our narrative entire, and in- 
troduce us to a more diftind and circunillantial 
acquaintance with the later and more intercfiLing 
part of the hiftory of our commercial ellablilhmcnts 
and territorial acquifiiions in that quarter of the 
globe. 

The ftrft favourable circumftancc which revived 
the courage of the Englilh, and imprclTcd the na- 
tives with a convidion of their bravery, w'as an 
expedition againft the province of Arcot, under 
the command of Clive. With an handful of un- 
difciplined men, he furpriled the capital of this 
rich diftrid, and fultained it againff a regular ficge 
of three months, by a numerous army, whom} 
notwithffanding a furious aflault in three different 
places, he rcpulfed with great flaughtcr Ci7542- 

He 
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was then reinforced by a party from the army 
at Trichinopoly, and a confederate body of Mahr- 
ratoes, which encouraged him to march in fearch of 
the enemy. The forts of Timrey, Aranic, and 
CoJjjeveram, fell before him, and in a general en- 
gagement at Caveripaukc, he routed at Icaft three 
times his number of troops, and took a large party 
of French prifoners. The fort immediately furren- 
dered. 

Marching acrofs the country he came to the fpot 
where Nazir-jing had been treachcroufly flain. 
There a town was rearing with great alacrity, to 
commemorate that execrable tranladion. Its name 
was Dupleix-Faicabat, or the town of Dupleix's 
vitlory. Coins were (Iruck wi^ fymbolical repre- 
fentations of the fa6l. A ftately pillar was at the 
fame time preparing, inferibed with fevcral elabo- 
rate deferiptions in the French, Malabar, Pcrfian, 
and Indoflaii languages, to be cre6lcd as a monu- 
ment of French prowefs and good fortune. Clive 
ordered the whole to be crazed, which the army ac- 
complifhed with expedition and dexterity. Itproba- 
b]y inipjrcd them with an auhneious prefage of their 
fuccefs over the declining fortunes of the enemy. 

From this place the troops proceeded to Fort 
St. David ; nor did they meet or fee a finglc 
fquadron or party of the French, or .their alliens, 
during the whole march. Their late defeat fuc- 
•ceeding to former difgracc, had totally broken 
^heir fpirits, deranged their operations, and diC- 
perfed* their nunibers. Their cavalry attached 
themfelves to the governors of fuch^diftrifts as were 
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vet in their intereft, the Europeans and Sepoys 
were recalled to Pondicherry, and Duplcix was fo 
incenfed againft Rajahfahcb, the fon of his former 
friend and ally, with whom, on that account, he had 
intrulled the command, that it was fome time before 
he would allow him to appear in his prefence. 

Thus the Englifh fuccelTes, under the aufpiccs 
of Major Lawrence and Captain Clive, recovered 
in the fpace of a few months, in favour of Ma- 
hommedally, the tried friend of the Company, 
an extent of country in the Carnatic, thirty miles 
in breadth, and fixty in length, the annual revenue 
of which, including that of the famous pagoda of 
Tripetti, amounted to upwards of one hundred and 
fixty thoufand pounds. 

It was at this time [1752] Major Lawrence return- 
ed from England, and aifumed the command of the 
army. He polfelfed the fmgular inajjnanimity of 
regarding with admiration, the cert un prefages of 
fuperior genius in young Clive, whom, notwirh- 
Itanding his youth and inexperience, he confultcd 
on all occafions. By the advice of this officer, the 
army was diieftcd. Major Lawrence remained 
wdih the main body, on the foutli of the Caveri, 
.while Clive was fejjit M'ith a flrong dctacJimcnt to 
make a divevfion on the north of the Calcroon. 

Clive fucceeded even beyond the Majoi’s moft 
fanguine expeftations. tThe troops feemed infpired 
with the ardour of their leader. Notwitbllanding 
the fuperior force of the enemy, they pofTeffed 
themfelves of Pithandah and Otatoor. D'l\uteuil, 
who comnrtanded tlie French, was known to aim at 

a June- 



i6 TRA’NSACtlONS IN INDIA. 

a juirftion with the confederate army, who encamped 
act Seringham, and for whom he had a reinforce- 
Ttfcnt both of men and money. It was df confe- 
quence to intercept this fuccour. The forces under' 
Captain Dalton were confequently ordered to join 
thofe of Clive ; and this generous officer, though 
fenior in command, that no difputes might impede 
the fervice, had the gallantry to accompany the 
expedition as a volunteer. This party coming up 
with the enemy at Valconda, a fmart engagement 
took place. The French were fo completely van- 
quifticd, that the whole, with their commander at 
their head, were made prifoners by the Englilh. 

Nor had the Major lefs fuccefs. He perceived 
and availed himfclf of the diSTenlions which pre- 
vailed in the enemy’s camp. He followed therh 
into the illand, and by every military mancruvre 
which the hioft confummate fldll in the profeffion, 
zeal in the fervice, and a perfeft acquaintance with 
the characters of the Indian chiefs, enabled him to 
perform, cut off all communication with the coun- 
try, and rendered their fiiuation a complete block- 
ade. In confequence of thefe operations, the va- 
rious powers of which the confederacy conhllcd 
began to fhift for themfelvcs, and to make what 
terms they could with the Englifh. Many of them 
joined the oppofitc intereft; fomc having obtained 
leave to pafs the river, returned to their refpeftive 
homes; and the French, fliut up in the pagoda of 
•Jambakiftria, were foon obliged to capitulate. 

ThisSvholc war, in which a profufion of blood 
and treafure was expended, v'as almoft confined to 
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Trinchinopoly and its dependencies. A variety of 
inferior forts, in the adjacent territories, were con- 
ftantly changing mafters. No confiderable advan- 
tage was gained on cither fide, though many fkir- 
mifhes took place, and feveral bloody battles were 
fought. It was a feene in which the genius of the 
natives was exhibited to advantage. The Euro- 
peans contemplated with aftonifhmcnt the profound 
duplicity which reigned in their camps, and the 
confummatc addrefs by which they inccffantly en- 
deavoured to over-reach one another. To their 
want of accuracy and manlinefs in the diferimina- 
lion of eharaflcr and condufcl, they added a ma- 
nifeft defeft of refolution and forcfighi. Their 
wars were carried on with the fame inattention to 
fyttem, as fierce, as cowardly, and as mercilcfs, as 
thofe of tygers. Their politics degenerated into 
intrigue, or confided only in the piddling ma- 
noeuvres of fliarpers, who have no other object 
than circumvention. Their alliances invariably 
originated in avarice or revenge. Their confede- 
racies were without unanimity or fpirit, and their 
attachments equally deftitute of friendflilp and prin- 
ciple. 

Nor were the Europeans an objeft of lefs no- 
velty to fuch of the natives as were capable of ob- 
fervation. The decifion of the field generally de- 
pended on the condufl of the French or Eng- 
lifti. No fpefitacle could be more curious and 
interefting to a perfon placed in the pagoda of 
Trinchinopoly, than one of thofe battigs whicli 
were fought in its vicinity. The aftion for the 

C mofi 



TRANSACTIONS IN INOIA. 


iS 

inoft part was left entirely to thofe rival troops^ 
who, though feldom more than a thoufand in num- 
ber, were often hotly engaged, while their refpec- 
tive allies, in prodigious fwarms, hovered at a dif- 
tance, fpe£lators of the fray, and anxious for the 
iffue. 

A war thus tedious and abortive, difpofed the 
prefidcncies of the two eompanies to think of coro- 
promifing their differences by treaty. This pro- 
duced the famous congrefs at Sadrafs, which, after 
much difeuffion and altercation among the com- 
miffioners, produced nothing but a comolete proof 
that the titles of Duplcix were a forgery. Mr. 
Sanders, who fuperintended this conference with 
his ufual fidelity and accuracy, perceiving his can- 
dour and moderation oppofed dhly by prefumption 
and e\ afion, after protefling, in the moft folemn 
manner, againfi whatever had been affumed on the 
fiOitions cldiirivS of Dupleix, difiniffed the deputies, 
and put an end to the bufinefs. 

This dctcHion, for the prefent, baulked the ex- 
pectations which the profpeCl of peace had raifed 
in both prefidcncies. Jloflllities were therefore 
continued, and had probably been protrafted to 
great length, us well as agitated with frefh ardour 
and animofity on both fidcs, bur tliat Dupleix was 
recalled from tlic government of Pondicherry, and 
his fucceffor ordeied to make peat e on any terms. 

No news could be more acceptable to all who 
were difpofed to promote the commercial intereils 
of the two companies. Gadehcu, the new gover- 
announced his propofitions to the prefidency 
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of Madrafs without delay. A fiifpcnfion of armss, 
for three months, was inftanily declared, and it 
was agreed, provided the two companies, who re- 
lerved to themfelvcs the right of altering or annul- 
ling whatever in the treaty they might think pro- 
per, acquicfccd in the opinion of their fervants: to 
renounce forever all Moorifh government and dig- 
nity ; never henceforth to interfere in any diffe- 
rences which might take place among the princes 
of the country, and to deliver up to the govern- 
ment of tlic empire, all places captulcd by cither 
during the war, excepting fuch as fhonld be liipn- 
latcd to remain in the polfeflion of each company. 

The revenues arifing from this war to the refpec- 
tivc companies, atlhc ccflation of liofUlities, which 
were prodigioufly in favour of the French, demon- 
flrate how different the motives were on which it 
was carried on, and how lijperior, perhaps, the 
nicafiircs of Dupleix had always been to thofc of 
his rivals. The exchange of the pfifbncrs alfo 
proved, that however inferior wc might be iti the 
cabinet, we beat them in the field. For though 
their reinforcements from time to time, as wcH as 
their allies, were much more numerous than our.«, 
nine hundred French prifbiu rs were lu,’'. in our 
cuftody, for two hundred and fifty Englifh wbich 
were in theirs. 

Notwithllanding thefe appearances of tranquil- 
lity, a variety of circumllaiK es oceuiied to lender 
a general peace imprafclicahlc. The finatjccs of 
Mahommedally were alinofl totally exhauned. — 
The tributary Pol) gars, with great prof’effions of 
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attachment, were united only in the backvvardnefs 
of their payments. The collefclion of the Arcot 
revenues were indifpenfible. A party of troops 
were therefore difpatched, under the command of 
Colonel Heron, to recover what arrears were due 
to the nabob, in the fouthern diflnfts. This un- 
fortunate expedition, without cirefclually ferving 
the nabob, llimulatcd the prefidcncy of Pondi- 
cherry to new hoftilities ; wdiich, however, by pru- 
dence and arrangement on our part, were for the 
prefent happily quaflicd. 

The eftablilhment of Mahommedally in Arcot,. 
the capital of his dominions, was alfo attended with 
a variety of petty difputcs, which could only be 
fettled by a military force. The principal feene of 
thefc tranfaUions w as the Northern Circars. The 
detachment which went on this fervicc was com- 
manded by Major Kilpatrick. But, after exhauft- 
ing every refource of evafion which cunning, chi- 
canery, and even treachery could fuggeft, without 
elTcH, moft of the Pol) gars made good their con- 
tribution.s, and acknowledged their dcpendance. 

It was about thi.s time that Admiral Watfon and 
Captain Clive undertook an expedition againft the 
piratical confederacy on the Malabar coall. The 
numerous rivers which interfeft this part of the 
country, fwarrned with fleets of armed veflels, which 
fubflfted only by plunder. Every fpccies of trade 
carried on in thofe leas, was confcquently harraffed 
and obnoxious to perpetual outrage, by the ban- 
ditti who frequented and infeUed them. 
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One Angrid was at the head of this f irmidable 
combination, lie derived from his predccedors a 
powerful fleet and confidcrabie tc rritory. His de- 
predations on the flops of all nations, who d'd not 
purebafe his protcdion at a gicat prcc, dailj in- 
ci eafed Ins confcquence. 1 he Company v. ere it the 
annual expence of tiffy thoufand p^mnds, in oidci 
to exempt thv.ir coinmeicc fiom his lapacity. 

Admiral Watfon, in conjunflion sMth fcveial 
tranfports comniandtd In Cli\e, dircfitd his coiirfe 
for Ghcriali, the capital of this nasal robber. 
Though ftiong by nature, and conliclcrably fortified 
by art, it could not withftand the danger to which 
thefe preparations expofed it. Angna rctieated to 
the Marattos, wliom he hoped to appeafe by pre- 
fents, or amufe by ftipulations. The garnfon, 
without a commander in tshom they could confide, 
the afliflancc of engineers, or indet-d any folid 
profpefl of fuccefs, did not even attempt a regular 
defence. The foit ^uircndcrcd, after a fniait can- 
nonade, and there were found in it a laigc quantity 
of military ftores, and a bundled and twenty thou- 
fand pounds in money, which, without ans lefcrve 
either for the nation or the Company, was fliaud 
among the captors on the fpot. And happy had it 
been for the Britilli chaiaOcr, for the natives of 
Indoftan, and for the intcrcfl of the Company, if 
their civil or miluaiy ferv'ants had never indulged 
a fpecies of more criminal peculation. 

No event fince the late treaty bore a more fa- 
vourable afpcfl to the Enghfli intcreft than the dif- 
iniffion of the French groops under the command of 
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De Bufly, from the fcrvicc of the fubah. It hap- 
pened at Savanore, which lies two hundred miles 
fouthwcll of Galconda. This formidable connec- 
tion had been long an cyc-lore to the Company, 
who knew it to be a fouice of certain aggrandife- 
ment and opulcntc to thtir ri\als. The miniftry 
of Salabatjmg were alio dilgufted by an ally, whofe 
conduU was no Ids afluuitng and lofty than his de- 
mands were exfiibitant and infatiable. The Eng- 
lifli had conlcqucntly the Ids difficulty of under- 
mining Dc Buffy and the French intcreft in the 
viceio) 's favour. Thtir agents, though it is 
alledgtd without any authority fiom them, ftipu- 
latcd in their name that the lubah Ihould have the 
fame affiltancc fioni the prtTidsncy of Madrafs* 
which he had formerly received from Pondicherry, 
and vMthovit any of thole niortil)ing conditions 
which the f rciKli had thus ungeneroufly extorted 
liom him, under the preflure of the moll critical 
ciituniffaiKCs. 

The paity agamff the French, among the various 
iUtiigues going foiward in the vuir's court, was 
cveiy day acquiring additional inlluence from the 
well known priiicipK of dpoufiiig the caiilc of the 
ffiongdt, and Salabatjiiig, notwithftanding his re- 
gard loi Bufly, bad not fulhciciit lefolution to op- 
poie lo powcilul a combination againfl him. He 
vas, in tiuih, like nioft other great men, without 
a will ol his own, and the more arbitrary a tyrant, 
fr«in being fo much a flavc. Bufly, the moment the 
u (iacloiy*naiK)bs had made their fubmiflion, was 
therefore, at the uiftigation pf his enemies, ordered 
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to leave the fubah's camp, and march without de^ 
lay for Pondicherry. 

This able officer received, and immediately pre- 
pared to obey, the uncxpe6ted mandate, with that 
indignant pride which it is fo natural for the noble 
and brave to fed, when their beft fervices are only 
thus rewarded w'ith the blackefl; ingratitude. 

• In this manner had the contefts of the Europeans 
long raged in the Deccan like a hurricane. By the 
attention of the Prelidency to the Company’s inte- 
reft at the mouth of the Ganges, the ftorm for a 
moment fubfided. Bulfy, in the mean lime, cf- 
fe6ted a reconciliation with tlie fubah, and during 
this fliort interval of repofe, the affairs of his go- 
vernment were interrupted only by the petty in- 
trigues of rival omrahs. 

Nothing of material confequcnce, ^ indeed, to 
either party, wasatprefent agitated in the Carnatic. 
The chiefs, as tifual, carried on the trade of plun- 
der, treachery, and affaffination, in the frontiers, 
while the heart of the country enjoyed a momen- 
tary ceffation of hollilities. It w'as, however, but 
the tranlicnt flumherof the wrefehed, whofuddenly 
awake to new and more aggravated mifcrics. 

Thew'ar which France and England foon after- 
wards commenced, involved, more or Icfs, all their 
interefts and dcpendeiKies in India. Many of the 
principal provinces of the Deccan, and efpccially 
the fouthern and northern vicinities of thjc Carnatic, 
were univerfally embroiled by frclh diftu^banccs.’ 

The tw'o Companies regarded the motions and 
rxmnedions oT cacR odier with jcaloufy and ran- 

4 cour, 



TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 


*4 

cour. The policy of the natives in all its darknefs 
and obliquity became the favourite ftudy of both, 
and both made wonderful proficiency in this per- 
nicious and difgraceful fcicnce. 

A new competitor put in his claims for the fubah- 
fliip of tlie Deccan, fupported by all the weight of 
legal authority, and a powerful combination of the 
moil warlike princes in the empire ; a llrong rein- 
forcement of troops landed from Europe, and the 
fovereiguty of the Indian feas was difputed on the 
Coromandel coaft by the Englifli and French fleets, 
with the uimoll inveteracy and valour. Every part 
of this vaft pcninfula, where either of thefe nations 
had any intcrell or alliance, fuff'ered all the ravages 
of war for a fcrics of years, ’rhd'two prcfidcncies, 
and the principal of their refpeMivc faflorics, were 
alternately befieged and relieved by their rcfpcc- 
tivc forces and allies. Many of them, even in the 
courfe of a few months, repeatedly changed their 
mafters, their inhabitants, and their garrifons. 
Here the Britilh arms evidently partook of the gene- 
pal g(X)d fortune which at that period every where 
, attended them, 'fhey baffled every confederacy 
that threatened to check their luccefs. They de- 
fended Madrafs ; they took Pondicherry ; they re- 
covered Calcutta, with infinite advantages; and 
they acquired the revenues of a rich and extenfive 
teiritory, amounting, it was faid, to upwards of 
three millions a-year. 

"The romantic campaigns of Tally arc frefli in 
every man’s remembrance, who recollefts the glo- 
rious and triumphant conclufion of that memorable 
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war. He loft Mafiilipatam, and the northern pro- 
vinces, by recalling De Bully from Salabatjing, 
and appointing an officer of infeiior abiliucs to fvic- 
ceed him in that critical fituation. He wafted 
much time, much treafure, and many lives, with- 
out cffeH, in an inveftment of Madials, which 
might have been occupied in co-operating with tbe 
allies of the French Company, and extending their 
intereft. He crippled his army by the large de- 
tachments which he lent to Seringham, and enabled 
the Englilh, in confequence of their taking poftef- 
lion of V andev alh and Corangoly, to extend their 
barrier fouth of the Palicr. 

Thcfe, however, were not the caufes which 
ruined the French In India. There is no country 
in the world in which war is fo expenlive as this. 
The lofs of tbe French, and our advantage, by the 
capture of Chandcrnagorc, and our other important 
acquifitions in the rich province of Bengal, drove 
them from India. The Britilh conquefts on the 
Coromandel and the Malabar coafts were atchieved 
by Clive on the banks of the Ganges. 

Tally might be deficient in the local knowledge 
of the country. Perhaps he conceived too con- 
temptibly of the native princes to mai.e the bclh 
ufe of their alnilance. But he w'as ohi’gcd to aft 
on thiC fea coalt without a fquadnm, and when he 
penetrated into the interior parts of tlie country, 
his allies were rcfra 61 ory, and his troops im'tinied 
for want of pay. Notwithftanding thelb pnpedi-’ 
ments, out of ten battles he had only loft one, and 
plight well be allowed, after gaining nine battles, 
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,and tajking ten places with the fame troops> to 
treat before fuperior numbers. 

But I ally, like many other great men, owed hit 
fall to the rc6tiiude of his feelings, the contumely 
of his wit, and the feverhy of his difeipline. 
J’roin tlic moment he landed at Pondidherry, he 
exprefled the moft determined averfion to the ve- 
nality which ever)' where furrounded him. Supe- 
rior to the mean pradices connefted with pecuni- 
ary jiurfuits, he regarded thofe who had no other 
obje6l, with unequivocal contempt. He was or- 
dered to rnveftigatc thofe enormities which had 
impovcriflicd the Company, and to punilh the de- 
hnquents. The evils he was deftined to redrefs, 
were peculation, difobedicnce, treachery, plunder, 
.cowardice, and mutiny. 

The ottide was unpopular, and Lally erred, in 
thinking himfelf entitled to a cordial reception 
from thofe who detefted, and thought their fafety 
endangered by his bufinefs. He was foon convin- 
ced what he may expeft who would wreft from 
the wicked the fpoils of iniquity. A league was 
mllantly formed to defeat the end of his appoint- 
ment ; and thofe who ought to have co-operated 
with him in the fervice, were Budious only tohar- 
rafs him with difficulties, as their own ruin could 
he avoided no other way than by accomplifliinghis. 

Whatever conjeHurcs may he formed of the 
piany iplendid events which give a luBre to this 
period of the Britifh Bory in the Deccan, and 
throughout the whole Indian peninfula, as in 
♦very pther part of tW world, our arms were 
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ultimately viflorious. This feems not to have been 
the fcene in which the French wore dcftuied to 
reap their laurels. Their troops, ptrtiapb, r»ad 
never any where behaved lo nnilormiy ill.— 
They fled at Cavenpauke^ they fled at Bekoor, they 
fled twice in Taujorty they laid down their arms at 
Vokonda, they fiirrendered at difcretiou in Sering- 
harrit they failed twice before Cvdalo^-'^ twice be- 
fore Arcot^ twice before Trinchiupoty, and at the 
fiege of which one half of them were made pri- 
foners. 

They were now finally worfted. Peace was 
once more reftored to the Carnatic, and the enemy 
every where diflodged from their faflneffes Pon- 
dicherry was capnfied and erafed. V':llore was 
alfo taken, after a vigorous refiitaiicc. The grants 
of the northern circars to France ’.vei-f' at ihe 'ame 

• s 

time difannulled, and their fover> perpetually 
invefted in the Englifti. And, 1). *.’■> oeace of 
Paris, Mahcmmedally Cattm was at;, ’►vviedged na- 
bob of the Carnatic, and Saiabai .-g lawful liihah 
pf (he Deccan. 
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CHAPTER II. 


Revolutions in Bengal — Surajah Dowlah — Meer Jaf- 
jier — CoJIlHh Ally Cawn — The Company's accejfion to 
the Dewannee — Sujah id Dowlah — Treaties — Ij>ri 
Clive goes out to India — SeleB Committe — Altercation 
with the Members of the Board. 

Our military tranfa£iions on the coaft of Co- 
romandel were fuddenly fufpended, by intelligence 
which the prefidency of Madrafs received from 
Bengal. Surajah Dowlah, a young prince without 
parts, experience, or humanity, had almoft annihi- 
lated our intereft in that divilion of the empire. 

In June, 1756, Fort William, after a brave de- 
fence, under circumftances peculiarly diltrefling, 
furrefndered to an immenfe army, headed by the 
nabob in perfon. The town was burnt and pillaged, 
the treafury of the Company plundered, the publick 
works demolifhed, and a hundred and fifty of thegar- 
rifon, who furvived the capture, thruft intoafirong 
dungeon, not more than eighteen feet long, and four- 
teen feet wide, with only two holes barricaded by 
iron bars, where they remained all night in fuch 
a ftate of fuffocation, from want of frelh air, the 
heat gf the feafon, and their own perfpiration, 
that moll of them perilhed in a violent delirium. 
On the morning twenty-twb weife found merely 
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^!ve, and exhibited fuch a piSiure of dlftrefs, a» 
human nature has feldom fuifered or furvived 
This dreadful information was received by our 
countrymen on the coaft with infinite horror and in- 
dignation. It was a misfortune the more feriousand 
alarming, that it had not been forefeen, and which re- 
quired all the (Irength of the Company to furmount. 
After a mature, and, on fuch an emergency, per- 
haps a tedious deliberation in the council of Ma- 
drafs, Clive was ordered for Bengal, at the head of 
nine hundred Europeans, and a thouland five hun- 
dred fepoys. Watfon and' Pococke were at the 
fame time dellined to fecond his operations by fea, 
with a fleet of two fhips of the line and three large 
frigates. . 

The armament which had thus left Madrafs in 
Oflober, after encountering various difafiers from 
crofs winds and advcrie currents, appeared in a 
very fhattered condition before Mayapore, in the 
latter end of December. And notwithftanding 
many of our forces were not arrived, the fort of 
Buzbuzia, ten miles up the river, was attacked 
next day and carried, though not without con- 
fiderable difficulty. 

The army, eager to regain Calcutta, and to re- 
venge the Ihocking caiaftrophe of their country- 
men, preffed forward to that place ; which, ht'W- 
«vcr, was abandoned by the garrifon on exchang- 
ing a few fhot with the fhips which anchored in the 
road. The general devailation which a barbarous 
and infuriate enemy had committed on 4 fpot fo 
endeared to <he i^glifh by long refidence, the 
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convenience of its harbour and'fituation for coin* 
roerce, and the fplendour of its public edificei^ 
was a {pe6iacle wiiicli many of its late inhabitants 
on their return, and tliofe who knew it in its better 
days, contemplated with the ftrongeft expreflions 
of horror and anxiety. 

There was, howc-\ er, no time to wafte in una- 
vailing regret, f'live entrenched his troops within 
foui" miles of the factory. In a few days the exaf- 
perated fubah made his appearance at the head of 
a prodigious army, approached within a few miles 
of the Englilh, and pitched his own tent in a gar- 
den at the back of the town. An attemnt was 
made to amule oar people with offers to form, the 
bafis of a negotiation. Eut fiypctf’ng treachery 
in thefe overtares, a plan was formed for attacking 
the head-quarters next morning. For this purpofe 
between four and five hundred failors landed from 
the fleet at one o’clock. About two the troops 
were under arms, and marched by four to the at- 
tack of the nabob’s camp. Clive's intention was 
to have feized his cannon, and ftormed his tent ; 
and his plan had probably been executed; but 
when day -light appeared the army was involved in 
fuch an impenetrable fog, that they could not fee 
three yards before them. This circumftance equaU 
ly afl’efcling our-troops and the enemy, the greatel^ 
confufion enfued, and continued till the Englilh 
had marched through the whole Indian camp.— - 
^o brifli a hre was however kept up, that we loft 
near a hundred men ; the enemy twenty -two ofiL. 

cers 
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%efs of diftin6lion. Ax hundred foldiers^ and about 
the fame number of their moft ufeful animals. 

The fuccefs of this uncxpefted attack fo effec- 
tually damped the fubah’s fpirits, as well as the 
courage of his omrahs and the great men near his 
perfon, that he was now as anxious to conclude a 
ferious reconcilement with the Company, as he Itad 
formerly been to harrafs or amufe them. It was 
therefore agreed, that he fhould reftore the Com- 
pany’s faftories, with fuch of the plundered effe^ 
and monies as had been regularly brought to ac- 
count in the books of his government. lie allowed 
the fortifications of Calcutta to proceed ; gave leave 
to coin money in a mint of our own; exempted all 
merchandife under the Company's pafiports from 
tax, fee, or impc^itfon ; permitted them to take pof- 
feffion of the thirty-eight villages affigned them by 
the emperor Furrukfhir, and reinflated^hem in all 
their former privileges. 

Political treaties in Indoftan, as in Europe, arc 
binding only while it continues the intereft of nei- 
ther party to infringe them. The Englifli did not 
enjoy their advantages with moderation, nor the 
nabob regard his engagements w ith fidelity. They 
captured the French fcttlements at Chandernagorc 
without his confent, and he afforded their enemies 
aflifiance witliout confulting cither ^eir intereft or 
his own honour. A freih rupture was the confe- 
4jucnce, and both prepared for new hoftilitics. 

A committee for directing the military t^era- 
tions in Bengal, had been appointed on the com- 
mencement of the war. It confifted of Drake, 

Watfon, 
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Watfon# Clive, and Kilpatrick. Clive fuggefte^ 
the indirpenfible neceffity of an immediate revolu- 
tion in the government of the fubahihip, v^ithout 
which, in his opinion, there could be no ‘perma- 
nent eflabiifhment of the Englifli intereil.. His 
idea was implicitly adopted, and the completion of 
the meafure left to his management, in conceit 
with Mr. Watts, the Company's refident at the 
Court of the nabob. 

It was a curious and ftriking occurrence in the 
viciflitudcs of human fociety, for the agents »f a 
mercantile alTociation, at fuch an immenfe diftance 
from their native country, to meditate the downfal 
of a government by whofe indulgence they enjoy- 
ed a multitude of privileges, and which, for extent 
of territory, for population, for revenue, and for 
commerce, had fcarccly an equal in the world. — 
Nor was it the leaft extraordinary circumftance at-f 
tending a confpiracy thus Angularly daring and at- 
trocious, that the execution of it was entirely con- 
figned to the petty commander of a few battalionsy 
a mere pecuniary faftor, and one or two inferior 
agents, of defperate fortunes and equivocal prin- 
ciples. 

It was the ruin of Surujah Dowlah, that, to the' 
ftrongeft habits of obftinacy and avarice, he added 
ignorance, temerity, and cruelty in the extreme. 
Intoxicated with ideas of his own confequence, the 
high prerogatives of his Atuation in the empire, 
the infignihcance of his fubjefts, and the impotence • 
of his*cnemies, he not only aBed without forefight 
and without fyftem, but there wa$ not a Angle om- 

rah 
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hub in wlKMaalie could place the fmaOefl; confidence^ 
<>r who could afiford the leafi adyice. AH of them 
fcofiltilting hii humour, rather than the difficulties 
under which he laboured^ encouraged him in the 
abfui'd aild fetal policy of maiking war on the 
liih, whofe power and refourcesmuft have appeared 
fully to him, who has been heard to fay that he did 
not believd there was tdn thoufand men in all £u-» 
rope, altogether incapable of ferioufly afie&ing his 
intereft. Indeed he had only aifeded from -the 
firft to be offended with their fcrupulous attention* 
to their own fafety, as implying a diftruft of his a^ 
bility or inclination toproteft them, or from an 
idea of their immenfe opulence, was defirous, un-> 
der the pretext of tJTening his authority, to poffefs 
himfelf of their treafure. This unworthy objeft 
was, however, profecuted with an ardour and ftea-i 
dinefs which would have done credit to a better 
caufe. Little fufpefting, while thus inveiled 
with all the enfignia of fovereignty, furrounded 
with multitudes of flaves, and controuling the fi- 
nales of the empire, that his throne was Ihortly 
to be ufurped, his fate pronounced^ and his riches 
divided by a handful of traders < 

£ven||^ong his* own friends and dependents^ 
his choleric and avaritious difpofition, his treache- 
rous and daflardly paffions, were fources of eternal 
apprehenfion and miflrufl. The diflatisfaflions of 
the hourt foon pervaded the camp, and the prin- 
cipal officers in the army, from- motives of felf- 
pTj^drvation as well as of refentmeri\ agredd with 
Clive and Wat^ to annihilafe the power of the 

D tyrant. 
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tyrant* So dje%erate and' .determined are die 
^atell flaves in nations the ninft' efieminatd and 
pufillanimous fometimes rendened,' by the rigid 
cxercife of deipofifni ; and inch is the dan^rmit 
pre-eimnence of occupying a throne eftablifiied 
in blxx)d. 

The choice of a fucceflbr fell on Meer Jadier^ 
on account, of his riches, his high rank, and the 
great influence he poIfelTed both in the army and 
the councils of his fbvercign. The treafbnaUe 
^Mgotiation vas carried on by the intrigues of 
Omichund, a black merchant, who, anxious to 
profit by fo important a •ttanfedion, put a moft 
enormous price on his treachery. The principals, 
on fixing the cftimate of die ythole, deeming his 
demands arbitrary imprafticaWe, refcdved 
on difappointing ^ Venality, without endangering 
their fcheme, by trifling with his refentment. 

To accoinplifli this manoeuvre with the greater 
certainty, two treaties were prepared and authen.- 
ticated by the fignatures of the refpeftive parties ; 
one in which the terms of Omichund weit ex* 
prefled; another intended only to be obfcrved'y iit 
which no mention was made of his name. No 
arguments could induce Admiral Watfon to fign 
fo infamous an inftrument, but he connived at the 
lUatagem, by fufl'ering another, at Clive's fuggefi> 
tion, to affix his name. 

The treafures of Surajah Dowlah were caitidated 
exceedingly beyond their value. Clive didatod 
the negotiation ; and fpecified the diftiibation of 
the booty. Dazzled by the dignity to which he 

afpired. 
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ILffOTcdt Meet Jaffier implicitly acquicfced in what- 
fcver was propofed. He engaged to give the Com- 
pauiy one million two hundred thoufand pounds; 
the European fufFerery fix hundred thoufand ; the 
fame fum to the navy and army ; two hundred and 
fifty thoufand to the natives of the country, and a 
hundred thoufand to the Armenians. 

It was alfo ftipnlated, that thcfe treafonable ar- 
rangements Ihould only take place when Mcer* 
Jaffier fhould have foully betrayed his matter in the 
field. This memorable inftance of perfidy was 
a6led in the Grove of Plaficy, [Jtme 26, 1757] 
where the ftandard of rebellion was hoifted, and 
where a few hundred^ of Kriiifh foldiers are faid 
to have acquired immortal honour, by facilitating 
the fanguinary machinations of traitors againft the 
dominion and life of their lawful fovefeign, by 
taking advantage of an enemy thrown into confu- 
fion, and convulfed by the death or defertion 
of its officers, and by deluging the plains with the 
'blood of an unwieldy multitude, without arnfs, 
union, confidence, or difeipline, and equally in- 
capable of feliftance or retreat. Meer Mufdan, 
the moft faithful and accomplifhed of Surajah 
Dowlah’s generals, being mortally wounded by a 
cannon ball, the command devolved on the con- 
federate of the Englifh. This accident probably 
decided the conteft, as it removed the only indi- 
vidual who, by his prudence and abitit)’, might 
hav^ checked the Confpiracy. Clive, who* had 
gone to reft while, the tragedy was acliag, only a- 
v^ohe to whnefs the concluding feene. After re- 
D % primanding 
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prnnanding his officers for daring to fight withotU 
his orders, while he was aflecp, he marched with 
his ufoal eoolne^ and intrepidity at the head of a 
party, and drove the e!heiny from an advanced 
poll, where a few pieces of artillery had done con- 
liderablc execution. The troops of Meer Jaffier, 
at that inllant, drew off from the field of battle. 
This movement, conne&cd with the profound neu- 
trality which Clive had obferved in that divifion 
of the army, foon convinced him who they were. 
This fpedacle was not more plcafing to him than 
tl\e news of it proved alarming to the nabob. — 
Plunged as he was in defpair, from the convi£lion 
that his confidence had been^ placed in a traitor, 
and no longer able to diferiminate his friends from 
his foes, he hurried from the fatal fpot, and fnatch- 
cd an interval of miferablc refpite from the defti- 
nies that furrounded him, by hurrying himfelf a 
moment, for the laft time, among his women 
and his wealth. His defeat was complete. Mod 
of the troops preferred the fortunes of Meerjaffict. 
And SurajahDowlah, as a dreadful lelR>n to tyrants, 
was reduced, from wielding the rod of oppreffion, 
to Gonfuk his own fafety under the difguife of a 
vagabond. His retreats were foon difeovered, 
and thofe who had deprived him of his throne, 
thought themfelves alfo entitled to put an end to 
his life. 

In this manner was fought the celebrated battle 
of Waffey. Truth will aferibe tlie achievement 
to treachery, when the ludre of the aflors ceafes 
to give brilliancy to thh fa^.' It was no new mode 

of 
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of difplaying military heroifm, and Clive was but 
a fervile imitator in making* the experiment, firft 
to bribe Che genera^ and then to malfacre the 
troops. 

No fooner was Meer Jaffier feated in the mufnud> 
Qune goth] than he found the treafures of his 
prcdeceflbr utterly inadequate to the full and im- 
mediate difcharge of all his pecuniary engagements. 
His debts, by the ordinary expences of govern- 
ment, accumulated of courfe ; his allies were dif- 
fatisfied ; his officers in difguft negleBed the dif- 
cipline of the army, and a total relaxation pre- 
vailed through all the gradations' of authority. — 
Eight hundred thoufand pounds in i'pecie was at 
one time remitted.to Calcutta. The tardinefs of 
the fubfequent difburferaents, the jealoufies of the 
court, the encroachments and infolence of our 
countrymen, the nabob's fufpicions, and the in- 
trigues pf his confidential fervants, produced fuch 
a complicated feries of altercation,’ as terminated 
in an inveterate dillike on both (ides. 

' The Company, on receiving the difpatches which 
announced the fuccefs of their troops at PlalTcy, 
had appointed Clive governor of Calcutta. It was 
then that the French were making their laft efforts, 
under Tally, on the coaft of Coromandel. Clive 
projefied the fcheme of driving them from the 
Northern Circars, which yielded a revenue of four 
hundred thoufand pounds a-year. This expedition 
was commanded by Colonel Ford, whofe fuccefs 
as brihiant and complc‘e as, from thef infinite 
D 3 difficulties 
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difiicuUies he had to encounter^ it ceriiainly 
unexpeBcd. 

|n the month of Auguft> 1759. the Dutch miidQ 
their appearance in Hughly river, in a hoAile maft* 
ner. Notwithftanding we were then at peace yith 
(hat nation, the governor determined to oppofe 
tltcm. The nabob was called upon to fuliU hia 
engagements, to order tliem forthwith to leave the 
river, and in cafe they did not comply with hi$ or- 
ders, the Engliflj refolvcd, under his fanflion, to 
attack them. Seven fltips full of men came with- 
in a mile of Calcutta, and landed fifteen hundred. 
Colonel Ford, Vkho had juft returned from the 
conqueft of the Circars, was ordered to intercept 
them ill their inarch to their % 6 lory ChinAira.o— 
This he did, with about a force of a thoufand men» 
lb effcdually, that of feyen hundred Ei^opeans 
not above fourteen reached the place of their def- 
tination. The fhips commillioned by the Dutch 
for this clandcftiiic expedition were at the fame 
time all -taken. A treaty however took place, i» 
\vhich the Dutch Eaft-India Company agreed to 
defray the cxpcnccs of the war, and that they 
fhbuid never introduce forces into the nabob's 
country without his confent, or keep at all their 
fcttlcments together more than a hundred and 
twenty -five foldiers. The Englifh alfo returned 
the captures they bad made, which were valued at 
half a million fterling. 

This unaccountable event was roundly attributed 
to the camnivance of the nabob, who was now be- 
eoji^e o 4 ioiis for bis cruelty, and dejpicable for hia 

infig- 
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infi^n^catKie. The £ngUih kamediatdiy con- 
(Seiyed the plan of a new revolution ; but had the 
adfindb to di^uUe their intentions; under the ap- 
pearatice of cordiality M'ith the fubah. While 
mffhtn were in this tranquil pofture, and Meer Jaf- 
fier deemed himfelf fecure in his government, he 
was fuddenly divefted of fovereignty [1760], in 
favour of his fcm-in-law, CoHim Ally Cavm. 

Excufes were eadly fabricated for the repetition 
of this violent meafure. The defeds of his govern- 
ment were refolved into his want both of capacity 
and principle. He was charged with ingratitude 
to his benefadors, becaufe the Company's fervants 
were not uniformly preferred to his own country- 
men. His private sconduH was expofed and black- 
ened by libels of the groffeft enormity. But the 
troth feems to have been, that Meer JafBer had 
adopted a policy which might not eventually coin- 
cide with the ambition and venality of his new 
laafters. Intoxicated by tlteir late extraordinary 
fiiccefs, and overwhelmed by the vaft torrent of 
wealth which inceffantly flowed in upon them, the 
l^culations, the projefb, and the defires of frelh 
acquifitions, which agitated the minds of thefe men, 
krtew no bounds. And the natural inclination 
which the nabob unavoidably dil’covered for reco- 
vering that independence which he had loft, and 
which he had deemed eflential to the utility of his 
high fituation, only ftimulated them to hold the 
dominadon they had grafped with a tighter hand. 

Coffim Ally Cawn was not more patient under 
the controul of the /Company,' though he felt the 
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CfeceffijEy of an implicit fubmiflioa. An eftabiiflty 
swnt foanded qp their prote&icHi ftrack hun, aa 
men lefs mortifying than precarious. It was attended 
with circumftances which divefted his chara^r of 
its proper influence. He thought himfdf entitled 
to the command of troops who were occnyticd in 
his fervice, and whom he was bound to pay. But 
every European in his army aflefied an indepen* 
dence, .incompatible with the difcifdinp of the 
whole. The officer whp headed thefe detachments 
took a pleafurc in difputing his mofl trivial orders, 
and expofing the imbecility of his government to 
the derifion of his fubje£b. From the hour of his 
acceffion to power, fcarce a day pafled in vdiich 
occaiion was not taken, from the moll trivial oct 
curences, of lefiening his dignity, infulting his im- 
potence, and rendering his dependence on the 
patronage *bf the Company irkfome and infuppott- 
able. 

, It is impoffible that two governments of equal 
authority in any country can uniformly coincide os 
long fubfill, without claihing in matters of impoiv 
tance. The abufes in moil of the fubordinate fac- 
tories were become grofs and enormous. They 
afluined the privilege of deciding in every difpute 

where their own intercils were concerned ; foldiers 

^ * 

and fepoys attended their orders, and even racers 
in confiderable llatious in the country government, 
were ignomiaiouliy beat at their defire. They for- 
cibly leized the property of others, dealt indiferi- 
minately in all merchandize, fixed their own 
prices, extorted payihent^ hoifled Englifh colour:;, ' 

fprged 
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lbrge4]paSet, and treaied every idea ^jaftide’wiilii 

fidicQle and defiance. Tlweonfe^ttenee'nas, that 
fimpa were ihut up, and vilkges abandoned; and 
the whdie province was in an uproar, with outcries 
againft the tyranny of the EngUft, and the 
croachments of the nabob. But every ftruggle 
made by the peafantry, and others, to prevent and 
repei thefe extortions, was conflantly conftnied 
into an attack on the rights of the Company. 
When the nabob ftated thefe grievances, they 
were not redrefied, and when he attempted to 
ctxnpromife them, he was charged with partiality. 

Thefe inftances of difrefpecl were ill calculated 
to conciliate the attachments of a prince, formed 
on maxims of the moft barbarous defpotifm. But 
he had ilrength of mind to render his feelings fub- 
fervient to his duty and his interefi, and to make 
the experiment whether he could not *obtain by 
policy, what he had fo little hope of remedying by 
complaint. His firft care was to reform the various 
abufes which had crept into all the departments of 
ftate. He difcharged the Company's debt, and the 
heavy arrears of the army, retrenched theexpences 
of his court, which had fo frequently impovcrilhed 
his predeceflbrs, eftabljlhed his own authority over 
the country, by lelTening that of the Zimindars, 
increafed the number of his troops, and difciplined 
them in the European manner ; and by a conftant 
attention to the operations of commerce, confider> 
aHy improved the refources of tlie revenues. 

The Mogul princes, who underftood iihe tru^ 
interefts of the em|^e,^ had, for the encourage. 

ment 
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Iiip£q£. of coQunerce, exempted the Eaft 

Ind^a Cwopauy from many duties to which the 
natives were i'ubjecled. They were pofleiled of 4 
pafiport> which procured their exemption 41 all the 
culiom-'houi'es and toll-bars in the country: But 
the fervantsof the Company* aware of their recent 
afcendancy over the govcniaient of ‘the province, 
proftituLcd this privilege, to the obvious detrifnent 
of uhc eudonis. Coliim Ally Cawii regarded tb}$ 
impel iou-s coirnicrce with indignation, fie fav 
iubjecls excluded as aliens from their own trade, 
and the ;inancc.s involved in the rum of the coun- 
try. lie advipted the magnanimous relritution of 
declaring a free trade through all his dominions. 
This wile expedient was met with the confidence 
of a\owed and determined injullice. The prefix 
dcncy openly denied him the j'ower of protc 6 ling 
his fiibjettr, by the remiflion of his own duties. 

lie was therefore reduced to the ncceijity of 
either tamely acquiefciiig in their dccifion, or com- 
ing to an immediate rupture. The firft was a 
ineanncfs repugnant to his temper and principles, 
the fccond a nieal’urc which involved the moft im- 
minent difficulty and danger. He refolved, how- 
ever, to enter on the talk, preferibed to him by 
thefe untoward circumflances, with caution and 
firmnefs. To avoid the infpeBion of the faftory at 
Calcutta, he removed his court from Morfhedabad 
to Monghir, two hundred miles higher up the 
Ganges. He fortified his fituation with art and 
expeditfon, and enlilled all the Perfians, Tartars, 
Armenians, and other foldiexs of fortune, whofe 

military 
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military abilities and experience might be of 
vice to his own. Every vagabond European^ and 
aU the fcpoys who had been diibiifled or deferted 
Crom the Englilh* he coUcded 'and incorporated 
with his troops. He changed the Indian mufquets 
from matchlocks to hrel6cks> and had ihe inge- 
nuity to provide his army with an excellent train 
of artillery. . And that his movements might not be 
reported or rendered abortive, through treachery 
or diflenhon, be purged bis court of ftrangers, and 
fecretly cut off or threw into prifon eveiy conlider- 
abie perfon in his dominions, who had (hewn any 
attachment to the Englifh. 

Thefe preparations fuificiendy indicated his in- 
tentions. The kn<xwledge of them threw the pre- 
fidcncy at Calcutta into a flame. The hate of his 
army and finances had lulled them into fccurity ; 
but they wifely dreaded the intelligence, nhe enter- 
prife, and the fortitude of his chara6tfer. Inured 
to the hard(hips of the field, h^.'united the gal- 
lantry of the foldier with the fagatity the ftatef- 
man ; and his mind, both from experience and in- 
formation, was fertile in all the refourccs of the 
country, and all the expedients of militar}’ adven- 
ture. 

It was by his obfcr\'ations on the charadef and 
forefight of this politic fubah, that Mr. Kaftings, 
who rofided for fomc time at his court, laid the 
ruuiicUtion of that celebrity which has fince diftin- 
guidied him in India and England. His opinion 
that CoHim Ally Cawm was driven to extrenfSty by 
Uic temerity qf jthc Cpmpany’s fervants, efpccially 
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ience, with no other we^^nfrthtn thdlrphu^flifl 
iiheir ibottles, hut were at laft tdl jCUughtei^. 

This favage manoeuvre vias of no advastage to 
Coffim. The befiegers redoubled their exertions. 
Patna, notwithllanding its fordfications and the re- 
peated fldrmifhes which the enemy had with our 
txoops, did not refill the attack above eight daya. 
This reduced the nsibob to abandon the province, 
£November 6tb]]* He had loll all his p^lls, and' 
moll of his troops. Sujah Dowlab, fubah of a 
neighbouring province, received him with open 
arms, hut would not permit his troops to enter his 
dominions. He wilhed to provide the unfortunate 
prince with an afylum, but was unwilling to bring 
the Englilh into his country. ^ 

Thus ended a campaign conduced throughout 
with ability and expedition. Major Adams com- 
pleated, ki lefs than four months, the entire con-^ 
quell of Bengal. He fought in that time four ca- 
pital a6lions, forced the llrongell entrenchments,- 
took two confiderable foils and near live hundred 
pieces of cannon, and totally defeated one of the 
moll refpedable and refolute enemies we ever had 
in India. / 

The remains of the Indian army, thou^ pro- 
hibited to follow their leader, were fo far frtMn be- 
ing idle, that in a Ihort time Collim prefenUd bia 
new ally with the heads of fome EugUlhmen whom 
his troops had cut off and preferved, as a dreadful 
proof of their aOivity and zeal in the fcrvice* 
The great Mogul was now with Sujah Dowlah. 
This barbarous trophy probably tempted them to 
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aljiittfirthc ct^e The iiouftcU at Cad* 

jcmta . were, hemmctpi toon informed tliat 
|kkwert,aieve refehred u>c(fin&ate l»tnin the gov era- 
nent'Of'Beiigal. 

The prefirient and council immediately wrote 
Sujah Dowlah oor the fubjehL They could not 
credit a report Co derogatory to his honour^ that 
while he profefled alliance he was capable of a^ng 
with hoftility. But they were folicitous to acquaint 
him, that in cafe he Ihoutd take their enemies into 
his liriendlhip, they were determined to prote€k 
Bmgal from moleftation of every kind, and that 
rather than involve their provinces in any frelh ca- 
lamities, they would carry the war into his owu 
country. 

The Company's ferx'ants were Toon fatisfied that 
what they had beard was but too well founded. 
The confederacy they dreaded had a£Umlly taken 
place. The Mogul and Sujah Dowlah were in the 
Add, at the head of an immenfe body of troops. 
Major Adams had reiigned the command, and was 
iince dead. Major Carnac was appointed to fucr 
cecd him. The council, therefore, in their dis- 
patches to him, urge, with great earneftnefs, that 
the war Ihould, from that moment, be carried on 
offisnfivdy. The enemy left not the alternative to 
the Englifh, but prefented themidves in order of 
ixaltle where the Major was encamped near P^mu 
This battle was ably fought. Carnac s little army 
was furiouily attacked in front and rear, but proved 
invincible to all the fwarms of frefh troops that 
|i«*re fucccf&vcl);brought againil them. The enemy 

F* was 
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fof difintereftednefs (bed a luftre on the ini}itaty 
profeiBon in that part of the world. What a pity 
^hefe Were not mure ffeqiient, and that fuch as d9 
.happen are not better authenticated. 

Thus critically were the Engliih fitjuated, whep 
the general being recalled, the command of the 
army devolved on Sir Robert Fletcher, a major in 
the Company’s troops. Fipitlous to diftinguifli 
himleir, before the officer named by the governor 
and council (hould arrive to preclude him, he ven^ 
tured to break up his camp, under the walls of 
15 enares, at midnight [January t4, 17653, and 
went in qpell of the enemy, who drew up twice to 
receive him, and as often retreated in good order. 
But on his preparing fur a thipi attack, they fled 
with precipitation. 

On his aflliming the command, the army were 
in a ver)'\:on6ned (ituation, furrounded on all (ides 
by the enemy, ftraitened for forage and provifions 
of all forts. It was in dire^ oppuiition to the opi- 
nion of mod of the officers ierving under him, that 
he then put the army in motion. The meafurc 
was, however, juftihed by its effefts. He drove 
Sujah ul Dowlah from all hi^ polls, took all h|s 
funrelTes, with fcveral hundred pieces of cannon, 
and conquered the whole of his dominions in the 
(pace of a month. 

During thelc tranfa6iions, Mcer jafficr died, on 
the fourteenth <jf January, fcvcntccn hundred and 
(ixty-five, at Murffiedabad. Though a traitor to 
Suraj^ Dowiab, it was a crime to whit:h he had 
teen impelled by the great law of [clf-prcfcrvatioq. 

The 
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•f he temptation was at once too fplendid and pref- 
fing for one of his parts> his principles, or his fuu- 
ation. He endeavoured to atone for his perfidy to 
the nabob, by his fidelity to the Company. The 
murders with which he was charged, to facilitate his 
ruin, were afterwards found to be the mere fabri- 
tatrons of malignity. He feems to have been weak 
in council, and irrefolute in action ; but his pre- 
ferences, whether well or ill felefted; were perma- 
nent and inflexible. He fent for his fecond fbn, 
the eldeft having been dead fome years, and while 
the agonies of death were yet upon him, put into 
his hand a paper of advice. He very naturally 
recommended the Rajah Nundcomar, his favou- 
rite, to continue p«ime roinifter, that his fucceflbr 
might enjoy the benefit of his experience. All the 
refident Englifli were fent for, with all the great 
officers of ttate. lit their prefence he d&fired that 
orders might be given that all people throughout 
the fubahfliip, fliould tender the fame loyalty to his 
Ton, Najim ul Dowlah, as they had done to him. 

The fervants of the Company paid as little de- 
ference to the will of the decCafed as they had 
done to his orders while living. The fucceflbr he 
nominated was adopted only from a certainty that 
they cOuId not have made a better, as it would 
have been dangerous to ri(k another choice. Iir- 
•deed the acceffion of Najim ul Dowlah to the muf- 
•nud, feems to have been chiefly improved for the 
ipurpofe of intrigue and extortion. 

Early in the beginning of the fame yeaf Lord 
Clive arrived in In(}ia, in conlequence of being 

K 3 reqiielted 
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■requeued hy the proprietors', <»i aceount of the 
abufes prevailing in their new acquifitions, to take 
upon him the ftation of prefident, and command of 
the Company ’a military force in Bengal. In order 
the more effeduaily to aniwer the purpole of thk 
extraordinary delegation, a felefk committe of five 
gentlemen was alfo appointed. By dsn inftitudon, 
whatever reformation appeared neceflary was to 
be adopted; and the board of council only occa- 
iionally confulted. And it was not long till his 
lordlhip difeovered a ilrong inclination to esitend 
the Company's authority over the whole Mogul 
empire, and to retain that immenfe aequifition by 
an invincible force. 

Sujah Dowlah was ftill inthofield. Abandoned 
by the Mogul, and without confidence in his army, 
which had fled fo frequently before the EngUfli, 
divefted df the dignity and authority of vizier, and 
walled by frequent and bloody defeats, he was not, 
however, without refources, in his own aAivity and 
i«folution. He gathered his fcattered forces with 
great afliiduity, and procured a formidable rein- 
forcement from the Marratto Hates. With this 
army he determined once more to face the Cma- 
|iany's forces. 

General Carnac, who had fucceeded Colonel 
Monro, in the command, ailetnbled his troc^s^ and 
marched immediately to the attack. The engage* 
ment happened at Calpy [May 20, 17653. The 
enemy were routed with a great flaughtev, and 
obligdl, with precipitation, to re-croft }tunna, 
pad t4ke refuge in thek own country,. 

Sujah. 
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Siijah Dowiah, driven to the laft extremity, eni> 
tjraced the bold refiidulion ot throwing himfelf,- 
without hehtation, ofi (he mercy of the Englifh. 
Having, with a fidelity unufuai in that Country, 
j^mttted ColHm and Somers to efcape, he furrcn* 
dered hnnfel^ in three days after this decifive adion, 
to General Camac, without any other liipulation 
in his fswour than to wait the determination of 
Lord Clive and the fele& committee. 

Thus were two of the moft powerful princes of 
Indoftan reduced to the melancholy necedity, the 
one of wandering as a fugitive, deprh'cd by his 
Own cruelty of every profpefl of mercy from the 
Conquerors ; the other, a^ter the lofs of hU coun- 
try, of .making the hioft abjed fabmidion to thofe 
who had ui'urped his rights, furrendering himfelf a 
priloAer at diferetion, and feeling the mortiheatiun' 
of owing his life to the authors of all his misfor- 
.cuncs. 

The camp of Alexander th^'Greatwas not more 
fplendtd, while the family of Darius were his cap- 
thres, than that of Carnac on this Occafion. The 
firll and fecond perfonages of the greatefl empire in 
world werf both in his ciifiody, and at the 
difpofal of his maders, the &rvants of a company 

Britilh merchants. 

It ha^ been formerly refolved to put the Mogul 
hr pudeflkm of Sajah Dowlah's dominions. Lor 
Ctivej who went to the Englidl camp at Allaha- 
badi^ to fettle that important treaty, was fatisfied of 
its impropriety. Behdes driving Sojidi Dowlah to 
defpair, and tymibiipng the powers of ih< empire 

K 4 m 
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in his defence, the Mogul did not appear 
ciently qualitied for that critical and hazardous fitu>* 
ation. Sujah Dowlah was beloved by his people. 
His character was every where refolute, enter- 
prifing and popular. While his friendfiiip for the 
Engli/h continued, he would prove an infuperahle 
barrier, and efEefkually proted the Company's ter* 
ritories againft all depredations from that quarter. 
It was on this policy that he was reilored to all his 
hereditary dominions |]Auguft 3, 1765]. The 
furrender of CofTim and Somers was no in 

his power. The one had found an afyluui among 
the Rohillas, and the other among the- Jautsw 
He offered, however, to pav lacks of rupees, to 
indemnify the Company for thc^expences incurred 
by the war. 

The ncgociation with the king was alfo con- 
cluded in« a few days. His majefty granted the 
Company the dewannee of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oriifa, the provinces of Burdwan, Midnapore, 
and Chittigong, and the twenty-four Pergunnahsof 
Calcutta, ceded to them by three fucceflive nabobs, 
the five Northern Circars of Cicacole, and new con- 
firmations of all their former privileges. For thefe 
immenfe favours the Company engaged to pay the 
king, from the revenues of Bengal, three hundred 
and twenty-five thouiand pounds annually, and the 
nabob Najim ul Oowlah, in lieu of the aggregate 
produce of his government, afligned to them by 
his imperial majefly, the fum of fix hundred 
twenty •<hree thoufand two hundred and twenty-fix. 
pounds. 

Lord 
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' ' Lord^Clive enumerates the advamagies of thefe 
tnmfa&ions, in his difpatches to the Diredors £Sepc. 
30, 1765], in the following terms : — “ Your reve- 
** nues, by means of this new acquifition, will^ as 
** near as 1 can judge, not fall far Jhort, for the 
** enfuing year, of two hundred and fifty lacks. 
** ^Hereafter, they wilt, at leaA, amount to twenty 
** or thirty lacks more. The nabob’s allowances arc 
** reduced to forty-two lacks, and the tribute to the 
** king is fixed at twenty-fix, and your civil and 
“ military cxpences, in time of peace, can never 
** exceed fixty lacks. .So that there will be re- 
** maining a clear gain to the Company of a hun- 
** dred and twenty-two lacks, or one million fix 
** hundted and iif^ thoufand nine hundred pounds 
** iterling o-year.” 

The bufinefs of this committee, at the head of 
which his lordfhip prelided, confilled thiefly of 
, accompli fliing the treaties now mentioned. The 
Dire6U>rs heartily approve of the bargain which 
Clive has made for them, and only wifh to render 
thefe acquifuions as permanent as human wifdom 
can make them. 

The luxury, however, which had taken pofTeflioa 
of all the Company's fervants was alfo an objed of 
confideration, and the committee ilate it as bear- 
ing a threatening afped to the profperity of the 
Company's affairs. The Diredors ^nkly admit 
the truth of this obfervation, and acknowledge, that 
they owe it entirely to the committee, that the 
i^mpany are at lail confidered as principals in the 
advantages as well as gangers. 

The 
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The committee having afiigned the reveiuiet toi 
the Company, were afraid that their fervaittt, un- 
lels provided with foifie Other mode of enriching 
themielves, might do it at the expence of their 
employers, for this reafon they eftablilfaed a fe- 
ciety of trade, with an exclufive right to fupply the 
natives wuh fait, beetle-nut, and tdbacco. On 
thef'e articles they laid a duty, calculated to pro- 
duce a hundred thoufand pounds a-year to the re- 
venue . The profits of this trade they divided 
among the members of the fociety, conhfting of 
the Company’s civil and miliary fervants. 

Thi.s regulation did not prove quite fo accepable 
to the Board of Diredors. Not that they wifliedi 
to fee abolifhed thole ancient duties which conlH- 
tuted part of the public refources. The adjuff- 
ment of thcfe was referred to the difcrction of the 
Committee. But they deprecated the confequcnces 
luifing from innovations iii the inland trafiic. Nor 
were the}- difpofed to admit the contmuance of them 
on any condition whatever. And they cautioned 
the committee agauift pennittii^g the natives to be 
opprelled by aiiy fitch Icverc exatlions. 

Tilts w> a iumuiary hut lubltanual- account of the 
Correfponderice which took place between the 
Court of Ijireflors and the fele& committee. Thus 
the Coin)>any s fcrvaiits inr India £iw their mailers 
in iiurope receive the news of their fucce&ful re- 
beliioB againft the gtivemment of the empire with 
Jipprobatixin, thankfully accept of a gift of the 
«ues,'aiKl make no fcrupUt; to a continuance of tbc 
duties on fait and other .artirles. They nad, diere- 

fore. 
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ioKi this double motive to peifift in their extor- 
tion, the example of their fuperiors, and the cuf- 
tom of the country. 

On Lord Clive’s return to England [July, 1767], 
the condud of the committee, m which he pre- 
fided, was feverely arraigned, efpeciatly by the 
friends of the gentlemen who compofed thecouncS 
in Bengal. ' The recrimination which eniiied waa 
mutual, tedious, and uninterefting.* One pany 
aflerted, that when Lord Clive originally appeared 
in Calcutta, the Company were merely an aflbci- 
ation of merchants (Iruggling for exigence. One 
of their factories w'as in ruins, their agents were 
aOaifinated, and an army of hfty thoufand men, to 
which they had noting to oppofe, threatened the 
immediate deihrudion of their principal fetilement. 
His lordfhip left India about ten years afterwards, 
and in that time his mailers in LeadenhalLilreet, 
chiefly by his meafures and exertions, had become 
powerful princes, poiTefled of vaft revenues, and 
ruling over fifteen millions erf" people. 

On the other hand, it ought to be recolleded, 
dtat the war of India, in which his vidories were 
then confpicuous, was a feene where many other 
diflingnUhed charaders appeared, and aded their 
pait»k The formidable combination which efpoufed 
dm interefts of Coflim Ally Cawn, were utterly dif- 
perfed, their territories conquered, and their chiefs 
seduced to a dependence on the Englilh arnoy, 
• without his lordfhip's affiftance. The fekd con- 
aaiuee only ratified the treaties which refulted from 
campaigns, though his lordfliip, with a cha- 

raderiftic 
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raSEeriftic modefty’, arrogated the merit of (Lt 
i»h('))e to his o>Vn endeavours. 

Not to mention hv)w he availed himfelf of hfs 
ofhrial Htuation, while jn India, in favour of his 
pecuniary tranladions in England, Sir Robert 
FL .cher, in a letter which appeared in one of the 
daily papers [October 26, 1773], roundly afferts. 

That the noble lord a civil regulations eonfilled 
•* chietiy of tuch as were belt calculated fpcedily to 
** enrich himj'elf and every creature lound him. A 
".monopoly in lalt, beetle-nut, and tobacco, and a 
f* gold currency, feveiiieenor twenty percent, w’ere 
" eftablifhed, and enforced by fevcie penalties, r?- 
" goroufly earned into execution, to the dellrutlion 
** of the trade and the ruin of ihe conftitution." 

The fource of this keen altercation arofe from 
the charges of peculation which his lordihip brought 
againfl ibveral eminent members of the council. 
His jaghiro being litigated by the Court of Direc- 
tors, covenants were framed at home, prohibiting 
the reception of prefents from the natives of India, 
except on die Ctimpanys account. All their fer- 
vants in their various fcttlements, were forthwith 
required to acquiefcc in this rehiifclion, by figning 
thefe covenants. Several gentlemen of the coun- 
cil in Fort V-'il)iam, who had been chiefly con- 
cerned in the two late revolution.*!, and particularly 
in raifing the piefent nabob to the nizamut, rt- 
ceived confidcrablc lunis on rhat occafion. Lord 
Clive, who had fet ,c t'xaiupie, in hi.s tranfa6Uons 
with Mccr jafiitr, and ’ hofe (ondu6f determined 
the Company to check the pra6iice, yet criminates 

it 
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U in them, with all the harlhnefs an(| acrimony of 
an immaculate reformer- They deny not that the 
nabob had diilributed money on his ac.ceffion. 
They juftify their receiving it from precedent and 
pullom. They complain of the covenants ^ im> 
pofing a hardlhip, from which their predeceflbrs 
had all been exempted. They are aware, at the 
fame time, that the remedy is inadequate to the 
difeafe, as the greateft prefents might be broken 
down into fuch a number of parts, as totally to 
(elude the prohibition. They Itaie, that thefe pe- 
jcuniary gifcs t\cre obtained btfore the covenants 
were execuicd on ttieir part Tliey impute his 
lordfhip's zed in profccuting this ofl.C’ous inqui- 
fition, to other mqtives than eit’u r their guilt or 
hi.sfdciity. They give a eolourtng to the whole 
proceedings of thatfamopscomn’ittie, which leaves 
an obloquy on the character of cH ts nieinbers. 

Indeed, to a|l the rhudoaiautaile with wlhch the 
noble lord, and his creatures, tiumpctcd forth the 
cfhcacy of Ivis meafurcs, and the proio'ind fagacity 
with which he cxploicd the evils that exilled, and 
the moft probable means of refloring tranquillity 
and order, it was replied by \arious queries, to 
which, in thefe heroic times, no foiution teas 
deigned. The public, however, hefitated, whe- 
ther the merit of compoling the dillurbances in 
Bengal belonged to Laid Clive, and his fele6: 
committee, or to the gentlemen who expelled 
Co/lim Ally Catyn, and conquered Sujah Dowlah ? 
Or, whetber the praifes of making peace with Su- 
jab Dowlah wer^ due to tbofc who conquered his 

dominions. 
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domihioftsi, dud himfelf a prifoner ; or to tli^e 

p^on by whom thofe dominiotis, which are nearly 
itf large as England, were reftored for fix hundred 
dioufand pounds, at the fame time yielding up Gau- 
%Y^aar and Benares, which brought into the Com- 
penty’s treafury two hundred and thirty thoufand 
pounds a-year? Or, whether cenfure mi^ not 
rather be incurred for railing civil and military 
mutinies, by the aflumption of illegal power, than 
thanks for quelling them ? Or, whether it could 
be fuppofed that an army which defeated Collint 
Ally Cawn, and Sujah Dowlah, was entirely d'e< 
yard of difcipline and fubordinatton ? Or, whether 
the boafled re-eftablifhmcnt of order and obedi- 
ence might n<jt, after all, be tfeemed a ufelefs pa- 
rade of generals and colonels ? Or, what read 
honour can be claimed for obtaining the dewannee 
of Bengal, Bahar, and OrilTa, under a violation of 
the moll facred engagements, merely by the figna- 
ture of a prince who mud equally have (igtied his 
own death-warrant, if it had been prcfented to 
him ? 

What are we left to conclude from thefe imn. 
placable diffenfions, but that great and flagrant 
enormities fubfifled at that time among the Com- 
pany's fervants ; that we owe the difeovery of 
many important and interelling details of frauds 
and abufe of truft, to the petulance and anhnoiity 
occafioned by the didribution of the plunder ; that 
the Direftion never a^ed from founder policy 
than in thus empowering one of the firft and mod 
epterprifing in this iniquitous cond>ination or con- 

fpiracy, 
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fpiracy, to deted the proDigacy whole, and 
give evidence againft them ; that moft of the Com- 
pany's difficulties have originated in rendering the 
political fubfervient to the mercantile fyftem ; that 
their fervants being without intereft in the eSeds 
of their own meafures, renders them obnoxious to 
irreliftible temptation ; that moil of the enormous 
delinquencies for which they have been blamed, 
are the natural, perhaps unavoidable confequences 
of their lituation ; and that many of thofe who have 
been moft violent and boifterous in their crimi- 
nations, would probably, thus circumftane^ npt 
have ade4 a better part. 


CHAP- 



TOANSACnONS IN INDIA, 




CHAPTER III. 

Tkt Comj^nys affairs an ohjeB of public enqiury — 
Their bargain with Government — Debates m their 
JilHaiion in Parliament — Thtir Dividend rejlrained 
— Corjequences — A RrffeHion — Amount of their 
Revenues at this period. 

T HE vaft^ent-of territory, and the prodigi. 
ous mafs of wealth acquired by the Company’s 
arms, on the banks of the Ganges, became a fourcc 
of contention, as well at homjp as abroad. The 
proprietors, who faw their fervants accumulating 
princely ft)rtunes, in the cxercife of powers dele- 
gated from them, .eagerly panted for a participa- 
tion in the diftribuiion of the prize. They could 
not reconcile their low dividend with the accounts 
inocllantiy tranfnuttcd from India, of immenfe re- 
venues, and a flourifliing trade. 

The Court of Dire8ors ^re of a different opi- 
nion. Two violent factions were confcquently and 
iraincdiatcly formed. One of thefe was for increa- 
fing the dividend, the other infiffed on keeping it 
at fix per cent, i'he proprietors confidcred only 
the fu^cefs, the directors faw nothing but the debts 
of the Company. The former were determined 
to bring the matter to iffiic by a general vote at the 
Midfutnmer court, but were difappointed by the 
manoeuvres of the latter. 


This 
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"This vigorous altercation between the members 
of the diredion and their conftitueitts« afforded 
fiwch public peculation and difcuflion. It was 
.fii«ououily argued by one party, that thoitgh the 
advantages of tlte Company were numerous and 
pleadid, their meafures both civil and military, 
«the multiplicity of their arrangements, and the 
contingencies incident to their various ellablilh- 
ments, occafioned the moil enormous expenditure; 
that their profits were comparatively remote and 
precarious, while their debts were urgent and in* 
evitable, and that in the firfl inflance, at leaft, their 
furplus, whatever it might be, fhould be facredly 
appropriated to liquidate and difeharge their in- 
cumbrances. 

The other partj^were far from being fatisfied by 
this reafbning. No trading company, they alledg- 
cd, could ever hope to be without tkbt, which 
mull always be fuppofed to incrcafe in* a certain 
proportion to the magnitude of tlic capital, and 
the extent of the fyltem in which it was employed. 
The creditors of the Company who were moff in- 
tcrefled had no objedions to its fecurity. This 
faft was evinced by the prefent flate of exchange. 
The Company's bonds bore a premium, and fold 
for more than their value. Tbofe who had rifked 
ihcir property during the war, while the whole was 
at flake, might be obliged to fell out, and new 
purchafers would reap all that benefit to which 
the former were fo juftly entitled. In this man- 
ner the poflefTors cf India flock were excluded 
(h>m enjoying the emoluments arifing from its na- 

f tural 
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tural and necefiary produce^ as operating in their 
peculiar fyftem of commerce. 

Thefe intcrefting topics were liberally and fre- 
quently agitated, not only in private or fele£i com- 
panies, and among friends, but in all the periodi- 
cal mifcellanies of the times, and in multitudes of 
other temporary publications. The dilpute was of 
peculiar importance, more efoecially to the mer- 
cantile part of the community. The anxieties, 
the induftry, and the heat of both parties, increa- 
fed as the next quarterly meeting approached. It 
was at the fame time whifpered by great confi- 
dence, that government intended to interfere. — 
.\nd a few days before the Michaelmas General 
(\)urtof 1766, tlic miniftcr aftually fent a mclTage 
to the l^irctlors. It was then read from the chair 
to the propiietois at huge. Themcffagc was froAi 
the fiill^lord of the treafury, in thefe words:— 
“ As the alFairs of the Eali India Company had 
" been mentioned in Parliament laft feflion, it 
“ was very probable they might be taken into 
tonlideration again ; therefore, from the regard 
“ he had for the ^\elfarc of the Company, and that 
** they might have time to picpare their papers for 
that occafion, he infoimcd them, that the par- 
** liament would meet fomc time in November.” 

Letters w ere at the fame time read, from Lord 
Chvc, and the fccrct commiiicc at Bengal, which 
gicatly exceeded all former accounts of the Com- 
pany’s opulence, the profpciity of its trade, and 
the permanent bafis on which its interefts were eftk- 
blifiicd. The Dirctlors, noiwithllanding, oppo- 



TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA, 


6r 

fed an increafe in the dividend. It was urged 
, with accumulated force by the proprietors. A bal- 
lot was demandedj and a divifion for a day or two 
evaded. < But another general court being called, 
ihe queftion was put, and the dividend to take 
place from the enfuing Chriftmas increafed, by a 
prodigious majority, from fix to ten per cent. 

On the meeting of Parliament [Nov. 25, 1 766] 
the menaces of the minifter were realized. The af- 
fairs of the Company were fubjefted to the cogni- 
zance of a committee appointed by the Houfe. It 
was ordered in a few days, and after a very intc- 
refiing debate, that copies of the Company's char- 
ters, their grants from the native princej?, their 
treaties, their letter? and corrcfpondence to and 
fiom their fervantsin India, the fiatc of their re- 
venues in Bengal, Bahar and Oritfa, and other 
places, {hould all be laid on the table, with an ac- 
count of all expences incurred by government on 
the Company's account, whether in the naval, mi- 
litary, or whatever other departments. This or- 
der was followed with anoilu*r, that thefe papers be 
printed for the ufc of the members. ♦ 

The Court of Directors immediately prefented a 
petition to parliament, in oppofition to a mealiire 
which they Ihewcd would be attended with ii re- 
parable mifehief to the Company. A motion was 
confequcntly made to difeharge the fonner order. 
A debate enfued, but it was at lift agreed, that the 
private correfpondence fhould not be printed. 


Dehrct'f, P*rK..r)cn»drj for i;-6<5 
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On this occafion, the interefting point of t.errir 
torial right, in confequence of the Gjmpaoy's char> 
ter, was warmly and ably debated. The argu- 
ments on both lides appeared feparately fo jtjmanr 
fwerable, and the quellion involved fo many poinjt* 
of the greatcfl conftitutional importance, that the 
Houfe feemed averfe to a deciihoa. The general 
opinion was againft a trial of iuch a right, in fuch 
a place; and that an amicable agreement with the 
Company was the more eligible meafure. 

Adminillration was at this time in top muchdif- 

f 

traQion to inveftigate or fettle a fubje£i of (uch 
magnitude. By their deciining to t^ke any part in 
the negociation out of Parliament, a petition, con- 
taining two propofals, was pr^fented [May ao]. 

It was propofed that government fhould grant 
the Company fome advantages from the inland 
duties on teas ; a drawback on the c.xport of them 
to Ireland and the colonies; and others on raw filk, 
calicoes, muflins, the recruiting fcrvicc, and mili- 
tary ft.ore.s. After deducing 400,000!. a year in 
lieu of their former profits, the Company were to 
divide equally with government all the net produce 
of the remaining revenues and trade, provided 
charges were not included, and the Company's 
property, in the new acquifitions, continued for three 
years. Or it was pro|X)fed, that tlie Company, on 
the fame terms, fltould continue the fpecific fum 
of 400,000!. a year, for three years, by half-yearly 
payments, and indemnify the public for any 
lofs the revenue might fuffer, by granting the ad- 
vantages required in the tea-trade, if ^hc copfump- 

tion. 
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tion of it, taken on an average of five years, did 
not anfwer that end. 

Tbefe laft propofals were accepted by the Houfe 
with only this difference, that the agreement was 
limited to two, inftead of three years. A bill was 
therefore brought in Qunc 12, 1767], and 
adc^ted’ by the legiflature, for carrying the mca- 
fure into immediate effe6t *. 

Another meflage from the minifler had been 
Vead at (he general court, reilrifling the increafo 
of the dividend, and recommending to the Com- 
pany to admit no farther augmentation till their 
affairs were more fully inveftigated. This meafuic 
not producing the intended alteration, two bills were 
framed and brought forward, one for regulating 
the qualifications ror voters in trading companics^r 
and one for further regulating the dividends of the 
£aft-India Company.- 

The laft of ihcfe adually refeinded the afl: of the 
Company, and tied them down from raifing their 
dividends above ten per cent, till next meeting of 
parliament. This met with great oppofition. All 
the former arguments were renewed and urged, 
with peculiar ardour and obftinacy. The Com- 
pany petitioned againft it without effeft, and even 
offered, though to no better purpofe, that, to de- 
feat a bill thus hoftilc to their privileges, they 
would voluntarily bind themfelves from any addi - 
tional incrcafe of their dividend during the whole 
term of their agreement. 


Pariiwnentary Regiftcr fvr i7®7* 


The 
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nation was yet in a ftate of intoxication from th^ 
brilliant fuccefe of the late war, the rapacity of in- 
dividuals, the expence of a military and civil ar- 
rangement, the debts and dividends of the Com- 
pany, the contingencies of commerce, and the in- 
trigues of government, gave no very fangoine 
hopes of an immediate and adequate advantage 
to the community at large. 

The moft unpopular part of the bufinefs wa» 
what the oppofition, all over the kingdom, branded 
as an unconftitutional interference of miniftry. 
The clamour of the public kept pace with the grafp 
of government. The profperity of the Company, 
their patronage and emoluments, excited the envy, 
and tempted the ambition andVivarice of preroga- 
tive. The revenues feemed adequate to all the 
purpofes of corruption, and the employments once 
fntrufted to the difpofal of the crown, would 
llrengthcn and extend the influence of its fervants, 
by an incrcafe of their dependence. 

Various meafures were adopted for invading and 
ipbverting the rights of the Company. The emif- 
jfaries of rainillry were inftru£led to propagate a 
report that the monopoly fiiould be deflroyed, and . 
the trade laid open. Several trading towns were 
even infligated to petition parliament for that pur- 
pole. The fophiflry by which the patience of die 
public was reconciled to thefe outrages was, that, 
(he Company owed moft of its fuccefs to the exer- 
tions of government ; that the dominion of die Tea 
was preferved by the king’s ihips, and the battles 
on land fought by his annies, Froon this it waa 

COOr 
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Concluded, that the prodigious expence of the 
public in extending the property, ought to- be com- 
penfated by an adequate fhare in the profits of die 
Company. But the nation was aware, at the fame 
time, that there were not more able commanders, 
nor braver troops, nor in any relpeft a better ap- 
pointed, difeiplined, or diretted army in the world, 
than thofe who reared the Company's Itandard m 
the fields of Indoitan. 

The whole expence incurred by the treafury, oa 
the Company's account, according to official ttate- 
ment, amounted to about a million and a half. 
Their coirjnerce was calculated, on an average, to 
contribute to the revenue about one milUoti four 
hundred pounds aryear, bcfidcs four hundred thou- 
fand pounds, in confequence of the late bargain. 
Thus, while the public was burdened with four 
millions and a half by the Company, thff Company 
difeharged the public of the intcrefi of about fifty 
millions. By this calculation the balance in favour 
of the public, and againft the Company, exceeded 
the interell of forty-feven millioxu. The Com- 
pany, in fad, paid at that moment more than a 
third of the intereft of the whole nadonai debt. 

Symptoms of an approaching diminution in 
fource of this extraordinary opulence, were already 
aji^ariog. It was only while the minds of the 
people were fired with the marvellous relation of 
travellers, while report operated on ihefe remold 
* pctmurences, as a telefcope does on ohjefls beyond 
. the reach of the natural eye, and while individuals, 
dUgoifed by die fbddrix and unaccxnrntable pofief- 

fios 
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fion of exceffive riches, excited univerfal attentiolit 
and furprife, that even this fund was deemed inex- 
haullible. But when general admiration began to 
fubfide and give way to accurate calculation and 
a Ample ftatement of fafts, it became a very ferious 
and interefiing confideration, that notwithllanding 
all our recent acquifitions in India, and the vaft. 
influx of wealth which it occafioned in the Britifli 
empire, the burthens under which the nation 
groaned received no fenfible alleviation. Adven- 
turers whofe necefiitics, avarice, ambition, or in- 
fignificance, had driven them from their native 
country, rofc not only, to independence in a fhort 
time, but in equipage rivalled, on their return, the 
greateft families in the kingdom^: at the fame time 
that their manners exhibited a ftrangc contiafl be- 
tween plebeian habits and Afiatic luxury. Four 
hundred rhoufand pounds, befides the immenfc 
fums accruing from cuitom on the various articles 
of EaA'India trade, was an yearly acceilion to the 
treafury, peculiarly feafonable and important. 
Thefe advantages were, however, rcftrifted to 
a few individuals ; but the preflure of the taxes 
was general, and, to many orders of the commu- 
nity, almoft infupportabic. The public had con- 
fequently the mortification to perceive, the moment 
they came to their fenfes, that all their fanguine 
expcflations of relief from the opprcfTions arifing 
from the expenditure occafioned by the late war, 
from fuch a fplendid appendage to the Britifli em- 
pire, had vanifhed like a South-Sea bubble ; and 
that it was, on the whole, , an objef^ which would 

ulti- 
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tiUimately prove raiher pernicious than beneficial, 
by the venality of the Company's fervants on the 
one hand, and the rapacity of government on the 
other. The booty was immenfe, and more than 
adequate to public exigence; but its palfagc lay 
between the gulph of Charybdis and the Ihore of 
the Cyclops. 

The objeft which the miniftry pretended to have, 
and which the Company at this time certainly had 
moll at heart, the liquidation of their accumulating 
dtbt, feemed alfo exceedingly remote, perhaps al- 
together imprafticable, without a radical change 
of fyftem. Their debt was then nearly feven mil- 
lions fterling. The grofs annual revenue of their 
tra^e, their farms^ their cuftoms, and their terri- 
tories, amounted to two millions, eighty-feven 
thoufand, feven hundred and forty-feven pounds. 
A fum thus enormous, and fufceptible of improve- 
ment, might indeed have afforded a finking-fund 
fulficient to have fpeedily refeued the Company 
from every enibarraffment, but not without put- 
ting an immediate end to every fpecies of embez- 
zlement in the management of their finances. 


CHAP- 



TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA/ 


y6 


CHAPTER IV. 

Ifyder Ally's lineage aid pmer-^He quarrels toUh the 
Company — A comparative Jlatement of the Difpu- 
tants — Battle of Trinomaly — ITyder raatages the Car- 
natic — Appears at the gates of Madrajs-— Peace con* 
eluded — An ^imate of the war — Supervifors ap- 
pointed — A new bargain with Government. 

HyDER ally CAWN was the fon of Nadiirr 
Saib, general of ten thoufand horfe in the army of 
the empire. He was employed to head the Myfo- 
reans when they took the field againfl; the Marrat- 
tos. He fought that warlike people, and routed 
them in' a pitched battle. The king of Myfore 
gave him the countiy and fortrefs of Bangnelor, as 
a reward of his bravery. This enabled him to ap- 
pear in the Myforean army, at the head of his own 
troops. 

Hyder was then about twenty-one years old, and 
his father gave him the command of the forces with 
which, as a tributary, he was obliged to follow the 
camp of the fubah, when fin the year 1750] he 
made a defeent on the coall of Coromandel. It 
confided only of fifty horfemen, and two hundred 
infantry, armed with matchlocks. He was at the 
battle where Naziijing was flain, and then con-‘ 
ceived the idea of training his battalion in the £u- 
topeaa difciplinc^ 


The 
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The firftoccafioa on which he merited diftin0;ioa 
was in his conteft with Canero, the p^ime^minifter 
and favourite of the Myforean fovereign. He was 
then, by the death of bis brother, in poffeffion of 
an important fortrefs, a fertile territory, and a body 
of troops, which amounted to fifteen thoufand mwi, 
including three hundred Europeans, and three 
thoufand excellent cavalry. The king bad al(b 
appointed him generalilfiino of all his troops. 

His generofity, his addrefs, his high fpirit, and a 
love of glory, rendered him obnoxious to the ha- 
tred and jcaloufy of Canero. This man became 
odious, in proportion to the popularity of Hyder, 
whom he ardently wilhed to ruin. Inftead, how- 
ever, of being able to realize his intentions, the 
genius of Hyder funpounted every fnare that was 
laid by the dark intrigues of his implacable adver* 
Ikry, tore him at laft from the bofom of»his matter, 
and Iliut him up in an iron cage, in the middle of 
the moft public place of Banguclorc, where it is ttill 
feen with the bones of this unhappy man, who 
lived two years as a fpeHacie of barbarous triumph, 
thus conftantly expofed to the infults of the popu- 
lace in the intcrett of Hyder. 

7'hc courfe of his viSorics, from this fuccels, 
was rapid and extraordinary. The terror of his 
arms rendered his alliance an objeH of attention 
and folicitude to tnoft of the princes in the penia- 
fula of India. Like all great men in that country, 
he was at once a foldier and a politician, and ac- 
cummtilated his acquifitiops as much by the wif- 

dom 
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dom of his treaties, as by the ardour and vigour of 
his military exertions. 

His connexions in the Carnatic alarmed the 
prcfidcncy of Kladrafs. Tlrey did not think the 
Company’s fcttlements perfeXly feeure, while an 
armament, thus formidable, encamped in their 
neighbourhood. They wifticd to found his inten- 
tions, and for that piirpofe apprifed hin in the moft 
rcfpeXful terms, tl’at they had appointed an em- 
baify to wait upon him, and confer with his High- 
ncfs on feveral particulars between them, which 
the intcreft of both required to be more explicitly 
underftood. Eut, fufpicious of their defign, he 
declined the honour they intended him. Aware, 
at the fame time, of their intrigues with the fubah, 
be artfully detached him from their intcreft, and 
even prevailed on him to appoint his fon nabob of 
Arcot, iif oppofition to Mahommed Ally, the 
fleady friend and ally of the Knglifli. 

Having accomplifticd thisobjeX, he tranfmitted 
a memorial to his refident at Madrafs, to be prefent- 
cd by him to the governor. He ftrongly protefted 
that his inclinations were pacific. He enumerated 
the inftances of refpeX which he had uniformly 
fhewn the Company, and complained that his good 
f)Hices were returned in a manner that indicated 
no defire in the prcfidcncy to cultivate or preferve 
his fncndfhip. He attributed it to the intrigues of 
Mahommed Ally, that their force had united with 
ll^at of the nizam, to difappoint bis projeXs, and 
curb his rapacity. .He warned the Company againft 
cdutinuwg their a^iaiice with a man whofe ambi- 
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tion had fo often embroiled the country, or invol- 
ving themfelves in the defence of his ufurpations. 
He urged them to withdraw their forces from fuch 
fi.rong holds as were conne£led with the'Arcot pro- 
vinces. He even offered to indemnify them for 
what arrears might be due to them from their ally, 
and in lieu of which they were in polTeffion of fo 
many forts and diftrifts. 

In confequence of Hyder's union with the ne- 
zam, the Company was rendered a principal in the 
quarrel. The depredations which he imputed to 
them, they Ihiftcd from their own fhoulders to 
'thofc of the nizam, under whom they afledas allies, 
and for whofe mcafures they did not acknowledge 
themfelves refponfible. They apprifed Hyder of 
the nizam’s perfidy, and referred to his breach of 
treaty with them, as a proof how dangerous it was 
to confide in him. They difclaimed all iotentions 
of Iioftility againfi the Mylbre country, of which be 
was governor. They avowed themfelves folicitous 
to proteQ the Carnatic from moleftation, and thought 
fuch places on its frontiers as were necelfary to 
render it fecure, fliould be continued in their pof- 
feffion. They invited him to a correfpondence on 
thcfe particulars, that their mutual good undcr- 
ftanding might be folidly eflablifiicd. But they 
did not fail, at the fame time, to make him fen- 
fible that they were adequate to their own defence, 
and equally prepared to fight or negociate. 

It was indeed obvious, that Hyder only wifhed 
to wound the Company through their ally, and by 
one mafterly exertion to crulh their growing in- 
fluence 
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flueace. which had now become an objeS of jea- 
louly and terror to all the powers in the en^re. 
Their late cooqueft of Bengal, their reduSion of 
Sujah ul iiowlah to an abjeft vaflklage, the chains 
they had forged for the imperial family, the many 
diibonourable obligations which Mahommed Ally 
owed to their interference, and efpccially the very 
lofty tone in which -they continued to alfert their 
claims of violence and outrage, were confidera- 
tions peculiarly alarming to all the various {tales 
and dependencies in the Deccan, and on the 
coall of Corromandel. 

Thefe Hydcr preifed by letters and ambalTadors 
in the fcvcral courts of the nabobs and polygars, 
all over that divifion of the empire. And there 
wanted not the moft fubftantial arguments to war- 
rant the confederacy which he wiftied to eftabliih. 
The En^liflj were intruders on their rights. The, 
part they afled was equally daringand infidious. TTic 
advantages which they owed to indulgence were con- 
verted to the purpofes of fraud, oppreffion, and even 
fedition. The country, which embraced and che- 
rilliedthcm astrader.s, bad foundthem tobeuliirpers. 
Under the femblanceofharmlefs mercantile purfuits, 
they concealed the dreadful implements of murder 
and devaftation. They came to deal with the natives 
for the produce of the climate and the foil, their 
i])anufa{:iures and fuperfluitie.s and bad ftript their 
country of its wealth, inhabitants, fertility and ho- 
nour. In exchange for the trcafurcs they tranf- 
mitted to Europe, they had deluged the infatuated 
kingdoms of Indoftan with all their own hereditary 

vices, 
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vides, difeafes and miferies ! The princes whom 
credulity or misfortune had. put in their power,* 
had been treated merely as an article of merchan- 
dize, and worth no more than they yielded to the 
general ilock of their aggregate intereft. Their 
treacheries were in proportion to their protelfa- 
tions and forms of fidelity. They valued no ties, 
any farther than they adminiftered to their rapa- 
city, which, notwithftanding all their profeffions, 
was evidently the foie governing principle of their 
politics. 

Fa£ls thus notorious and interefting, united un- 
der the banners of Hyder the molt difeordant 
po\vers, whom nothing but a fenfe of their com- 
mon danger could ^jave reftrained from reciprocal 
infult. His army was therefore compofed of aU 
that .variety of tribes, foreigners and fugitive.^, 
which are to be found in fuch diverfity among the 
Indians. The pofleflions of Hyder were at this 
time numerous and extenfive. They confifted of 
MyforeandBanguelore, with all thofe mountaneoits 
countries which fill up that vaft track of the Penin-* 
fula, which reaches from Aniboor to Madura, 
Travancorc, and the coaft of Malabar. The king- 
doms of Ballapour, Bifnagar, and Canarce, to- 
gether with the fovercignty of the Malabar coalf 
and Maidive iflands. Thcfc dominions were con- 
ncflcd together, and defended on the part of tlie 
Engliflr, by a variety of high grounds and narrow 
pafles, and are faid to contain nearly one thou- 
fand fortified places. The camp of this celebrated 
wanaor, whomf^mc hailed as the laviour of India, 

O \\ i’ 
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wiis inftantly crowded with prodigious fwarms iixsin 
thefe immenfe and poputoas territories. His forces 
were confequenUy eftimated at two hundred thou- 
fand inen» of which twenty-five thoufand were ca> 
Valry, and feven hundred and fifty good £urapd> 
an troops. The fubah of the Deccan broii|^ like- 
wife into the field at leaft one hundred thoufand, 
though of thefe there were no more than forty 
thoufand fighting men, thirty thoufand cavalry, 
and ten thoufand infantry. Every chief, however, 
in this great army, was proprietor and abfolute 
mailer of his own troops. Fotbwing Nizam merely 
as vaifals of the empire, they were little dialed 
to rifque their lives, or that of their cattle, on any 
occafion, except when infiig^ted by the defire of 
revenge, or the Iwpe of plunder. 

< The united army, comprehending fucb multi- 
tudes were, according to the cuftom of the country, 
followed by Ihoals of merchants, tradefmen, me- 
chanics, women, futtlers and fervants. This occa- 
fioned the camp to be vaftly extended, which, but 
for the vigilance and experience of Hyder, might 
have been eafily furprifed by the Engliib. The 
forces of Nizam added to his reputation, and mi^ht 
have procured him many allies, but he was fufpi- 
cious both of the fubah and his general. The 
chiefs in this divifion of the army were in etemal 
■Want of money, and Hyder was too oeconooiicsl 
to gratify their pecuniary demands, at an expence 
which, by draining his treafury, migfat have efl-> 
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A very coafiderable train of artillery, confifting 
at leaft of one hundred and ten pieces of large 
cannon, was an objed which increafed the ftrength 
of this formidable armament. That of Hyder was 
more numercais, better 'provided with ammunition, 
better mounted, and better ferved ; but, out of 
fixty jMcces of ordnatice, thirty were iron. The 
artiiieiy of Nizam, on the contrary, were all fine 
European brafs cannon. Thirty of thefe were call 
in France, and had been wrecked with a F rench 
iquadron, by a hurricane, in the road of Mafuli- 
patam, and by that means came into the Nizam s 
pofleffion, as his predeceflbrs were then proprietors 
of the port. • This beautiful artillery, however, wai 
rendered almoft uielefs, for want of ammunition, 
carriages and gunners. 

. The Englifli power in India was now in its me- 
ridian. They pofleffed Bengal, the ridlieft, moil 
fertile, and populous of all the provinces in the 
empire ; the coafts of OrifTa and Corromandel, 
having no other limits inland than the gates 'or 
mountains, the large towns of Cambay and Surat, 
the ifland cf Bombay and the country of Salfeite, 
on the Marratto frontier, befides feveral inferior 
forts on the coaft of Malabar, w'ith a number of 
fubordinate faSories on t/je Wand of Samatra, too 
iemote to be of any advantage in the prefent war. 
Their forces on a!l\ thefe various eftabViIhments were 
then reckoned not Icfs than ninety thoufand ftrong. 
'Ceneral Smith, who had the commaitcl of the ar- 
my, after leaving the ncceffary garri/bns properly 
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peanS) two thoufand five hundred fipoys, twct 
thoufand five hundred horfe, including two hun- 
dred Europeans, twelve hundred 'Indians, taught 
the Englilh exercife, and commanded by Euro- 
pean officers. He was alfo joined by the cavalry 
of Mahommed Ally, a troop not only inferior to 
that of Hyder, in point of number, but every way 
unfit to force them, by their utter want of difei- 
pline, and the bad condition of the horfe. The 
other troops of the Englifh allies were altogether 
in conjunflion with thofe undenthe nabob of Ar- 
eot, about twenty thoufand men. 

General Smith was at the head of an army, for 
the moft part better difciplined, and more praflifed 
in their evolutions than the enemy. He had a 
numerous corps of Europeans, who were fuch ve- 
terans in the fervice as to be deemed invinciblt^ 
His artillery was in every refpeft perfeft in propor- 
tion to its fize. The army was ferved with a va- 
riety of able officers and engineers, and he was 
Jiimfelf much fuperior to Hyder in military fcience 
and experience. But the inferiority of his cavalry 
obliged him to fix the feene of his operations to the 
niountancous part of the country. It'wasnotin 
bis power to prevent the enemy's horfe from rava- 
ging the valleys, and cutting off his convoys. Nor 
could he always procure afuificient number of 6x«n 
for the conveyance of his artillery, ammunition 
and baggage. The chief obftruftion to his fuc- 
cefs, however, arofe from his fubordination to the 
council in Madrafs, whole dictates often cla/hed 
with his plans ; whole felfiffi manoeuvres reduced 

the 



TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 85 

the army to dependan^e on contraftors for fubfill- 
ence, and whofe fupplies were as uncertain and 
dilatory as their orders were contradiftory andim- 
praSiicable. 

While Hyder was employed in amuling tlic 
Company with terms of negociation, his prepara- 
tions were carried on with the utmoft vigour and 
difpatch. The circuraftances, however indifpen- 
fibleto the march of an Indian army, have always 
given the European forces great advantages on the 
commencement of hoftilities. General Smith was 
in the field, and had reduced feveral forts of the 
enemy before the main body of the troops made 
their appearance. Tripatoor, Vaniambady, and 
Singueman, helckout each a few days, but were fe- 
verally captured without much dilhculty. Caveri- 
.patiiam, a place of fome confequence, from its 
fituationj was alfo invefted. Its fortreli was com- 
manded by an able officer, and did not yield till 
feventeen days after the trenches were opened, 
and then only from feeing no profpeft or poffibi- 
lity of relief. Without lofing a moment, the ar- 
my fet down before Kiftnagerri. This is a fort of 
no inconfiderable ftrength. It Hands on the brow 
pf a lleep mountain, and is rendered almoft imr 
pregnable by nature, without any material aflift- 
^nce from art. The garrifon was commanded by 
a European, and made a brave defence. The 
Britifli troops allaultcd it twice, in the laft of which 
twenty-four grenadiers and feveral foldicrs were 
JfiDed. 

C3 
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The diftance of this place from Banguelore is. 
about twenty-two leagues; and General Smith, 
learning by his fcouts, that the two fubabs had be- 
gun their march from that part of the country, 
thought it improper to waile more time in an ac- 
qui^tion of fo little confequence, efpecially as it 
was conneded with fo much danger. He there- 
fore raifed the fiege, and polled himfelf to defend 
the pafs of Vclore. It was of the lall importance 
to render this enterance to the Arcot diftri£b as 
difficult as pofTible. There were two others, but 
this which opens about four leagues from Caveripat- 
nam, was the only one through which artillery 
could be conveniently conveyed. And being in 
the center with Caveripatnam, aoonliderable town 
and fortrcfs fttuated on the Palier, in their rear, 
our army could either difpute the pafs with the 
fubahs, or retire in fafety. ' 

It was however determined in a council of war, 
which Hyder contultcd on the occafion, to avoid 
this palTagc, and to attempt that of Ventigerii, 
No fooner were the movements of the enemy an- 
nounced to General Smith, than he broke up his 
camp, and ballened to prevent them. ' Hyder, 
perceiving his aim, turned fuddenly to the right, 
and by the adroitnefs of the evolution, and an ex- 
peditious march, cleared the entrance, which, 
though even ground, is long, narrow, and wind- 
ing, without oppofition or annoyance. 

The Engltlh, difappointed by fitch ap uncx- 
pe6led manoeuvre, repaired as quickly as poffibiq 
to paveripatnaip, where they did not think it ex- 
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ped^qt to but reii^forcing the garrifbn \»kb 
twelve hundred {epoy;s> a few topafle^ belonging to 
the artillery, and thirty European cannoniers, 
poKed tberofelves in a htuatioo mo^e convenient 
Ibr receiving convoys from Madrafs, as well as 
a jun^iion with the tro<^5 under the command of 
Cdonel Wood« vho then befieged the fort of 
Ahtoore. 

Hyder having palTed the iiraits, encamped about 
a league and an half from Caveripatnam, which 
was immediately invefted by his cavalry. The 
town is furrounded by an antique wall and a ram* 
part, with ftrong ftone towers. The Palter wafhes 
part its walls ; but this river, which is very 
broad, was not thep above a foot deep. The in* 
habitants, terrified by the hoilile appearance on 
the plains, immediately evacuated and fet fire to 
the town. The Indian army, breaking loofefrom 
all reilraint, rulhed to the plunder. 'I’he cannon 
from the fort made prodigious {laughter among the 
pillagers. Next morning the enemy opened a 
battery of twenty pieces, with a view to fdence the' 
garrifon, and which did much execution. But the 
Englilh poured an inceflrnt llorm of cannon and 
mulquetry from the baftions, which killed an im- 
menfe number of men, and would eertainlv have 
difiodged the battery, had they not been fo much 
galled by multitudes of markfmen, who bid them- 
felves behind fome ruins, that it was impollible to 
fiand on the rampart. This dcflrufiive fire obli- 
ged the garrilbn to hoift their flag, flydcr refu- 
ied nothing that was demanded. I'he troops 

G 4 marched 



m TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 

jnaiched out with the honours of war, and were 
permitted to direft their route for Madrafs, with- 
out moleftation. 

The united army, fliortly after this, encamping^ 
on the banks of the Palier, obliged General Smith 
to change bis pofition. He moved towards a rifing 
ground, that the enemy’s cavalry might not have 
it in their power to harrafs him with the fame ad- 
vantage. llydcr inllantly ordered an attack. It 
was bravely fuftained on both fides. The Englilh 
army were hut a handful to the infinite fwarm of 
affailants who furrounded and invefted them from 
all fides of the hill which they occupied. The 
pneiny’s infantry were fupported by all Hyder's 
artillery, while ours, by the difficulty of pointing 
downwards, were lefs capable of a fnre aim. The 
I'uperior excellence of the Britiffi gunners fuifici- 
cntly corapenfaied for this difadvantage. ' The 
Europeans in the fervice of the enemy broke fome 
of Mahommed Ally’s troops, and took two pieces 
of artillery, but were fuddcnly lepuUcd by a few 
Englifli, who recovered the cannon. Night only 
parted the combatants. 

Hyder loll vaft numbers in this battle. Nine 
Imndrcd grenadiers, w’ho were his bell troops, 
were left in the field. The lofs of the Engliih was 
comparatively trivial, though they judged it expe- 
dient to decamp in the night. The enemy were 
afraid to purfue, notwithllanding the fpirits they 
derived from this fcniblance of a retreat. They 
continued, however, to hover at a dillance, nor 
qnce loll light of the Enplifti arjmy, which foon 

reached 
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reached its deftination in good order, till they had 
advanced and encamped within a league and an 
half of Trinomaly. 

The two objects to which General Smith obvi« 
oufly<4ire6ied all his manoeuvres, were a jundion 
with the army under Colonel Wood, which he 
expeded every day ; and a general engagement 
with the enemy, in fuch a (ituation as fhould in a 
great meafure defeat the utility of their cavalry. 
Hyder either did not perceiv'e the neceffity of in»> 
tcrcepting W^ood, overlooked, or could not ac- 
complilh it. Both our armies, however, were foon 
united, and forthwith marched to take pofleflion 
of a poft, not more than two leagues from Trino> 
maly, ftill better adapted for .tempting the enemy 
to attack them, and where their cavalry was not 
likely to be of more fervice. After feveral artful 
difpontions of his troops. General Smith brought 
on an engagement. The Nizam's army w’as thrown 
into difordcr on the firft onfet, and fled with pre- 
cipitation on all fldes. Hyder led on his infantry 
with great firmnefs and order. His cannonade on 
our left was ferved with much regularity and dif- 
patch. His battery was covered by a morafs in 
front. The Englilh, however, foon turned his 
Jeft, by the advantage of fome rifing grounds, 
which brought them to a clofc engagement. The 
(Indians fupported their fire for fome time with 
ftcadinefs and alacrity, but the vigour, impetuo- 
fity and ardour of the Englilh were not to be re- 
filled by numbers. Hyder 's perfonal bravery fer- 
yed him in lit^]e Head amidll a huge multitude in 

whom 
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whom terror and confufion only prevailed. Ho 
had now the mortiiication to perceive^ notwith« 
fianding all his attention to the difcipline of hit 
troops> that the fuperiority of the Company's con- 
tinued ftill undiminiihed. A total defeat eerfued. 
Some of the Nizam’s artiilerv'fell into the hands of 
the Engliihi who alfo took a few prifoners. 

During thefe operations, which happened about 
the end of September a detachment of 

Myforean cavalry, under the command of Hyder's 
fon, advanced with fo much fpeed and fecrefy to- 
wards Madrafs, that the governor, Mahommed 
Ally, his fon, and Colonel Call, feveral other 
members of the council, being at breakfaft in the 
country houfe at the Company's^gardens, narrowly 
efcaped falling into the enemy's hands. A domef- 
tic of a friend in Hyder’s camp appeared but juft 
time enough to announce the approach of Tippoo 
Saib. 7'heir return to Madrafs was cut off. The 
nabob of Arcot was obliged for his fafety to the 
fwiftnefs of his horfe. The reft found refuge in a 
fmall veffel, which, fortunately for them, lay by 
accident oppofite to the garden. ThisunexpeBed 
faily flung the whole place into immediate confter- 
nation and uproar. The black town, which con- 
tains upwards of four hundred thoufand inhabi- 
tants, alarmed by the fugitives from the country, 
abandoned their boufes and effeBs, and iffued into 
the. fort by multitudes. In an inftant the ftreets, 
the ditches, and even the glacis, were covered 
with people. The governor, on his arrival, could 
with mxwb difficulty force a paffage to his houfe. 

The 
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The place was at la^ faved by the exertions of 
Call the engineer, lie anped all the Europeans 
who could be coUefted. He difpatched a batta- 
lion of fepoys to deff nd the entrance to the black 
town. The pillagers were confequently deterred 
from their plunder^ and an interval for delibera- 
tion was obtained. The confultation was hardly 
hnilhed, when news arrived from General Smith, 
of the viftory he had gained over the army of the 
fubahs, at Trinomaly. This was announced to 
the people and the neighbourhood, from the fort, 
by one hundred and four guns. Tippoo Saib and 
his troops, alarmed for the lafety of Hyder, having 
ravaged the environs of Madrafs, immediately re- 
turned to the army,, where he was expefled, not 
without anxiety for his fituation, and where the 
exidotts of this expedition were regarded as the 
certain prelages of the gr^ateft edebrity in>future 
enterprife. 

Partly to avoid the rainy feafon which had al- 
ready begun to fet in, and which is always attended 
with the moft fatal confequences to Europeans, 
partly to recruit his men, who had fuffered incre- 
dible fatigue, from the various hardibips (b which 
this campaign had reduced them, and partly to 
wait the approach of a reinforcement expe&ed 
from Bengal, General Smith fent his army into 
quarters. Having firft ftrongly garrifoned Trino- 
maly, Vaniambady, Ambour, and other advanced 
places, he diftributed the remainder of his troops 
in Velore, Arcot, apd fome other ftrong contigu- 
ous towns. 


It 
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It was while I lydcr encatnped in a plain five 
leagues dillant from Cavcripatuam, that the fubahs 
agreed tliat the two armies ihould feparate, and 
that* while Ilyder carried on the war againfi: Ma- 
hommed Ally, the Nizam Ihould attack the Engliih 
on the fide of Mafulipatam, in order to divide their 
forces. Thefe terms were adopted wi.h apparent 
cordiality by men who regarded each other with 
tlic ftrongeft antipathy. They were at the fame 
time extremely lavilh in their profeflions of mutual 
efteem, and the treachery which lurked in the 
hearts of both was laborioully concealed by an ex- 
cefs of luxury and fplendour w’hich they alternately 
difplayed, as marks of reciprocal a{Fc£tiDn and rc- 

Vaniambady was without lofs of time furround- 
ed by the Indian army. The place was foon found 
fufcepvible of being approached by favour of the 
water, hedges, and trees, w’ithout the necefiity of 
opening trenches. The garrifon confilled of near 
a ihoufand fepoys, and about twenty Europeans. 
Fourteen iron cannon, which were difinounted by 
tliofe of the befiegers, compofed all the artillery. 
The place, though well provided with ammunition 
and ftores, though no breach had been yet cfFefk- 
cd, and though in that cafe there wanted not work- 
men to repair the carriagc.s, was taken without 
much refillence. The only terms infilled upon by 
tjie enemy were, that the commander and the other 
European officers fliould not, for one year, ferve 
againfi Hydcr. 


Jlyder 
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Myder went from this place ftraight to Ambour. 
Here the Company had amalTed vaft quantities of 
ammunition and ftores. At the foot of the citadel, 
which is fituated on the fammit of a fteep inaccef- 
fible mountain, is a fort ftrengthencd by tl^e addi- 
tion of a palifaded covered way, and a glacis. 
The fort is at the fame time inclofcd by a town of 
confiderable magnitude, defended by a brick wall, 
with round baftions and a dry ditch. Half the 
place was covered by a large pond, at the end of 
which there was a redoubt, which clofed the road 
between the pond and the river, and commanded 
that on the other fide. 

The town was in one quaner thought capable of 
being taken by ftorra, without any breach. Orders 
were confequently ifliied for carrying this point. 
The attack fucceeded almolt without refiftcncc. 
The garrifon had in faft placed their only depend- 
anee on the fort and citadel. The town, abandon- 
ed of its inhabitants, they forefaw, by inviting the 
enemy to plunder, would e.xpofc them to the fire 
of as much cannon as they could bear againfi: them. 
The manoeuvre was judicious, and fiicceedcd to 
fuch a degree, that the number killed on the ftrects 
and buried among the ruins was prodigious. 

The enemy’s attempt againft the citadel and fort 
was not fo fortunate. His batteries were no foon- 
er raifed than demoliihed. A great number of his 
braveft men were daily facrificed to the temerity 
of this abortive fiegc. He planted cannon on a 
rock which overlooked the garrifon, who in two 
days crctled fuclj a bulwark aswendered them per- 
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fe6lly ufelefs. So that, after feventeen days fevcre 
exertion, the lofs of many European^ and the ex- 
penditure of much ammunition, the work was ftUi 
no more advanced than at firft. In this ftate of 
affairs, news arrived that the Englifh army was af- 
fembled at Velore, and marching to raife the fiege. 
Hyder, without a moment’s hefitation, embraced 
the refolution of anticipating them, and retreated. 

It was about this time that the Nizam had not 
only parted from Hyder, but reftewed his agree- 
ment w ith the preddency of Madrafs ; that Colo- 
nel Wood was fent, at the head of a confiderable 
detachment, to redute feveral of Hyder's forts in 
^he vallies, and that it was refolved General vhnith 
fhould carry the war into Hyder’s dominions, and 
lay fiege to Banguelore. The execution of this 
plan commenced as foon as the army were provid- 
ed with necelfanes. 

A fmall djuadron failed at the fame time from 
Bombay to attack Mangalore, one of Hyder’s 
principal fea-ports, (ituated in the center of Cana- 
ree, on the Malabar coall. In this road all fai^ 
navy for the moft part lay at anchor. The expe- 
dition fucceeded [Feb. 25, 1768]. All the forts 
were taken with very little lofs, and the bell of his 
ihips captured. A garrifon wavS left to defend the 
town. Tippoo Saib, at the head of the heft troops 
in Hyder’s army, flew to the relief of the Cana- 
rines, who, confidering him as their deliverer, 
flocked to his ftandaid, and putting themfelves 
under his command, retook the town, and made 
the gaxrifoD prifoners. This, }ikc ail the other 

petty 
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petty exploits of this young warrior, was, by the 
parafites in his father's court, immediately magni- 
fied, and extoled as an inftance of the greatcfi. lie- 
roifm. 

Ck>lon€l Wood alfo took a great number of 
places. His operations were fomctimes checked, 
but on the whole fuccefsful. In an adion which, 
was fought [0£lober 4, 1 768], he beat an army 
twenty-fix thoufand ftrong, with lefs than three 
thoufand men, four hundred of which only were 
Europeans. Indeed the field was alternately loft 
and won feveral times, and the engagement which 
began at eleven o'clock in the forenoon, lafted till 
five in the afternoon. The enemy were at laft ob- 
liged to retreat, leaving the field covered with their 
dead. Three elephants, nine camels, and feven 
hundred horfes were killed on this occafion. Wc 
had fome brave officers flain, feveral wounded, 
and a few taken prifoners, and wc loft between two 
and three hundred men. 

The glory of this day was foon and fhockingly 
eclipfed, by the dreadful cruelty which attended 
our capture of Darampuri. All the garrifon, the 
commander, his Ton, and every officer, were put 
to the fword, except tw'elve Europeans, who -were 
laved by the Englifh grenadiers. This bloody af- 
fault is even faid to have been made while the 
white flag was on the breach. It w'as an ^outrage 
which the enemy were not backward to retaliate. 
For Mo£tura, Hyder's brother-in-law, fhortly af- 
ter, in cold blood, maffacred a confidcrable body 
of our fepoys in the plains of Ovilote. 


The 
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The forces under Colonel Wood having rejoin*- 
ed the army« General Smithy in his inarch to Ban* 
guelore, took feveral of the enemy’s ftrong holds^. 
He conftituted Oofcotta his military magazine, 
which he fortified with great care. In a hoftile 
country, full of faftncfies and narrow pafles, and 
at the fame time necclTarily expofed to the depre- 
dations of an active, intrepid and vigorous enemy, 
he foon found himfelf ftraitened for provifions. 
While he opened the trenches before Ballpour, 
Hydcr inverted the place where all his ftores were 
depofited. The General, to refeue his magazine, 
abandoned the enterprife ; and thus, without fay- 
ing Oofcotta, loft the certain profpeft of an im- 
portant acquifition. For it was' at this place he re- 
ceived orders to return with the army. Hyder, 
aware of the defcncelefs ftate of our fettlements, 
availed ■himfelf of the celerity which his cavalry 
were capable of exerting on particular emergerr- 
cies, and in confequence of feveral mafterly mo- 
tions, got between our troops and tne Carnatic, 
which he entered and ravaged at plcafure. Tbfc 
Englifti army inftantly relinquirticd all the footing 
they had obtained in his territories, and haftened, 
by forced and fatiguing marches, to the defence 
cf their own and their allied. Hyder, by this ma- 
noeuvre, recovered without a blow all he had loft. 
He was no longer a fugitive flying before his ene- 
mies, unable to fuccouf his own ; but a vindiftiVe 
and haughty viftor pouring deftruftion on our do- 
minions. His army, drooping and diminifhing uh- 
dcf the hardfliips of a dcfenftve yi^ar, which wants 

the 
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the proper ftimulud for fuch troops as are only 
rouzed into courage and a&ivity by their hopes of 
plunder, ‘ were now entered on a feries of ope- 
rations perfectly adapted to their genius and ha- 
bits. Under thefe fortunate circumltances, his 
forces and allies naturally augmented with his re- 
putation. Thus fpreading ruin and devailation 
through the territories of Mahommed Ally, he not 
only gratified his perfonal refentment to that 
prince, whom he detefted for his infidious con.- 
nefiiion with the Englifli, but alfo flung all our in- 
land fettlemetits into confufion and terror, admi- 
niftered to the malice with which our fuccefs was 
regarded by thofe whom our politics had opprcfled, 
«nd cut off one of our principal refourccs for car- 
rying on the war. 

His method of fighting was not lefs judicious 
than the route he had taken. The ftrength of his 
army confiding of cavalry, he avoided, as much 
as pofiible, facing our troops, wherever his could 
not aft wiJr freedom. He declined, for this rea- 
fon, with we fame folicitude that General Smith 
urged a general engagement. His chief objeft was 
to attack -our detached parties, and intercept our 
convoy's. And in tlte fame proportion that thefe 
falhcs weakened our forces, they neceffarily 
flrengthened his, by additional numbers and fpi- 
rits. Indeed, all that rendered him formidable 
was the fagacity which dittinguifhed his operations, 
as we were never without an army greatly fupenor 
j(o his in the field. And whatever injury he might 

H do 
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do the revenues of the Company, he was inca- 
pable of otherwife endangering its Security. 

Hyder having advanced within feven leagues of 
Madras, the Englifti army were prepared to dif- 
pute the paflage of the river St. Thomas, when he 
fuddenly difappeared, and while no intelligence 
could be obtained of his route, fhewed himfelf sA 
the gates on the other fide of the town, and dif- 
patched a 'flag of truce to know what propofition 
they had to make. The prefidency had recently 
received the orders of the Company to make peace 
at any terms. It was currently believed that Hy- 
der was entering into an alliance with the Mar- 
-rates. For thefc rcafons they thought it prudent 
to decline the conteft. The en(*my, notwithftand- 
ing their advantages, were equally inclined to 
peace. It was therefore, on the third of April, 
[1 769,] . mutually agreed, that both parties fliould 
defray their own expcnces, and the forts or places 
taken on cither fide be reftored; that the refpec- 
tive prifonens Ihould be releafed, and‘a free com- 
mercial intcrcourfe allow'ed, both in the Carnatic 
and Hyder Ally’s dominions; that Mahommed 
Ally fhould pay a tribute of fix lacks of rupees, or 
feventy-fivc ihoufand pound.s, of which the firft 
year’s revenue fliould be laid down ; and that there 
fliould be a perpetual league, offenfive and defen- 
five, between the ncgociating powers, and a fpecific 
number of troops, in cafes of emergency, provided 
by each, 

* 
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^hus ended a war commenced without any 
folid principle of policy or difcrction, conduced 
throughout by illiberal meafurcs, and involving, 
both in its progrefs and termination, confequenceii 
peculiarly inaufpicious to the general interefts of 
the Company. 

It appears that the prefidency, in adopting the 
refolution of provoking Hyder Ally to hoftilities, 
paid but little attention either to the (late of their 
own hnances, their military ttrength, the relburces 
of the enemy, the dangerous fituation of their ally’s 
dominions, or the advantages of their employers* 
They knew that the treafury of Madras was abfo- 
lutely irtadequatc to the vaft expenditure which 
thefe operations would ncceflarily occafion, and 
that even the revenues of Bengal, after paying the 
intereft of the Company’s debt, and its o\yn civil 
and military cdablifhment,' could fparc but little 
to affill or relieve them. It was obvious their own 
territories would be exix>fed to depredation, while 
their troops were occupied on a diftant fervice, 
and that the nabob would be Id’s able to fupport 
them, as he fuffered from die enemy. The coun- 
try, in which Hyder could always lecure a retreat, 
Uotwithdanding our fuperiority, was not fufceptible 
of an eafy redudion. So that from every impar- 
tial view of their condud, it feems to have origi- 
nated chiefly in an empty dclire of aggrandifement 
a bell, or more probably in the apprehcnfion that. 
thCffe princes whofc dominions were moll expofed 
to the depredatory excurfions of the army, migk 
^creafe their private fortunes^ by fecretly pur- 
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chafing an exemption from the members of .thar 

council. 

To whatever caufes the war may be attributed, 
the mode of carrying it on admits of no apology* 
The army was in perpetual want of neceffarics, and 
fuch as they obtained were net always of the beft 
kind. Their movements were conftantly retarded 
for want of oxen to tranfport their artilkry, whieh 
alone could protcfl them from the fudden attacks 
of the enemy’s cavalry. The general was at tha 
feme time deprived of all dilcrctionary power, by 
the prefence of a fpecial delegation, whom the 
prefidency appointed to attend the army, and fu-' 
perintend the campaign. The only man<t>f found 
abilities in this committee was'Colonel Call, whofe 
opinion, in emergencies of the greateft delicacy 
and confcquencc, was habitually over-ruled by th« 
ignorance, timidity, and avarice of his colleagues. 
This office, unknown in the Englifh fervice, and 
pernicious wherever it has been adopted, feems 
created, on the prefent cccafion, merely for the 
emolument of thofc employed, who, deeply con- 
cerned in the contratls for fuppl)'ing the troops^ 
regulated their motions in fuch a manner as beft 
fuited their owii convenience and intereft. The 
army felt the bad cffc 61 s of fuch an ili-advifed mea- 
fure in all its departments. Brave and experienced 
officers were difgufted. Some of them quitted the 
fervice ; others, whofe circumftances in fuch a fitu- 
ation, and at fo great a diftance from home, did 
not permit them to aft fo decifive a part, fpund 
(he duty irkfomc, and relaxed their exertions. 
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And not a few, without either charafter, recom- 
mendation, or intereft, were employed, advanced, 
and entrufled. The war was conlcquenlly marked 
with a ftigma which bad never before difgraced 
the military honour of the nation ; Britilh officers 
deferring the caufeof their country for the fervice 
of an inveterate enemy, and forts given up in fuch 
a manner as to have an appearance rather of trea- 
chery than cowardice. 

It was not eafy to forefce or demonftrate any 
pofiible advantage that could refult to the Com- 
pany from this war. But thofe only who urged 
the meafure, that the property of their mailers 
might be abforbed in lucrative jobs to them or their 
friends, could re^pain blind to its confequences. 
The council of Madras feem to have been dazzled 
with the chimerical expeflations of realizing, like 
their fcllow-fervants in Bengal, an immenfe terri- 
torial reve;nue. .Their general difpatches to the 
Court of Direftors about this period, exhibited thefe 
delulive profpe^ls in colours peculiarly brilliant and 
anterellirig. They proraifed no lefs than to invefl: 
their matters with the fovereignty of all the Corro- 
mandel coatt, and that of Malabar, from Cape 
Rama to Cape Comorin. This profound and 
profperous policy was immediately rendered fub- 
fervient to pecuniary intrigue. Tlie nation, ac- 
cuftomed to the marvellous adventures of the Eaft, 
cafily became the dupe of its own credulity, and 
eagerly anticipated more profperity than it was 
reafonablc to expeft. This temporary deliriunji 
sifts not without its effeft. India ftock rofe with 

H 3 rapidity. 
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rapidity, from the general defirc that prevailed t# 
iliare in the lucccis of the prefent meafures. The 
report of our vi6toiy at Trinomaly corroborated 
thefe flattering hopes, by proinifjt)g to facilitate 
their accompUlhmeiit. In this moment of intem- 
perate joy, from the prefumption of a felicity barely 
pofliblc, the capture of Madras by the fon of Hy- 
der Ally, a youth of eighteen, was announced. 
The revolution in the public mind, from extacy to 
defpair, was inftarit and univerfal. The news, be- 
caufe difliked by all, was doubted by many, and 
anxioufly difputed by more. The great body of 
the people, however, were fo much alarmed and 
chagrined by their difappointment, that India ftoclc 
was reduced, fell above fixty j5cr cent, in a few 
days, and was foon expeQed to fall ftill lower. 
Not all the efforts of the Direftors could give but 
a momentary check to this general torrent of dc- 
fpondcncy. In vain they produced their official 
difpatches, or afl’erted that the Company, inftead 
of being in danger, was never in a more flourifhing 
condition. That only which was molt dreaded 
received the grcalcft credit. A ful’picion of the 
worll was now the epidemical dil'ordcr, which timp 
and patience alone could remove. The more the 
fubjed was underftoovi, the livelier were people’s 
refentments excited againft ihofe who had thus 
wantonly deceived them. The conduft of the 
Company’s fervants, efpccially in Madrafs, was 
canvalfcd with freedom, and arraigned with feve- 
rity. f’afts were inveftigated and proved, which, 
it was faid, expofed them not only tocenfure, biit 
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to punifhment. And the failure of the war was 
roundly imputed to their iniquitous contraQs, mo- 
nopolies, and extra-appointments. It was found 
that large remittances had been made from Ben- 
gal, to fupply the deficiency of revenue in 
Madras. Thefe were of a bafe kind of gold 
coin, by which the Company were* fuppofed 
to have fuftained, in mere exchange, the lofs of 
Ibrty thoufand pounds. The inveftmentsu ufually 
made from Madras to China, were confequently 
fufpended, no filvcr circulating in the country, and 
all the various manufafturcs at a ftand, from the 
fear of the enemy. The bufmefs of the fuhordi- 
natc faftories was equally obnoxious to injur\' and 
interruption from, the fame caufe. The tributary 
polygars, efpecially of Mahommed Ally, were di- 
latory in their payments, and refolved their back- 
wardnefs into that want of proteftion which left 
their property a prey to robbery and devaftation. 
Thus every pecuniary rcfource of the Company 
was afFefted by this expenfive and pernicious war. 
Their martial reputation, from the prudence and 
gallantry of their officers, had fufl'ered nothing in 
the eyes of ‘Hyder, who had feen and felt their 
fuperiority in fo many inftanccs. But our troops 
were no longer confidered as invincible by the 
country at large. It was on this account adopted 
as a common opinion, that number, unanimity, 
bravery, difcipline, and conduft, had nearly the 
fame effcEi on Europeans and Indians. This war 
did more. It inculcated in the princes of Indoftan, 
the neceffity, the ii^iportance, and the praftica- 

II 4 bility 
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bility of a general confederacy, and oppofed to 
thofe hereditary feuds, which in all affairs of com- 
merce and government had given fuch an afcen- 
dancy to foreigners, this foundeft of all political 
maxims, that among no people on earth can there 
be any confidence without fidelity, or any fafcty 
without union. 

The affairs of the Company, as well from their 
own magnitude as from their infeparahle connec- 
tion with the profperity of the whole empire, were 
now an objeci of conflant and general confide-- 
ration. The national credit and intereft were 
deeply involved with theirs. Some effcftual mea- 
fures were therefore deemed requifite, to put a 
(top to fuch abufes and mifmanagement as had fo 
foully difgraccd the Britifli name, both in India 
and Europe, and which had been attended with 
effefts injurious at once to the Company and com- 
munity. 

With this view a plan was brought forward for 
invefting three perfons of competent experience in 
the conffiiution and bufinefs of the Company, as 
well as in the nature of Indian politics and con- 
neftions ; with extraordinary powers, and who fhould 
be fent to that country, under full authority, to exa- 
mine and rcclify the concerns of every department. 
Mr. Vanfittart, Mr. Scrafton, and Colonel Ford, all 
of whom had formerly ferved with reputation, the 
two former in a civil, and the latter in a military 
capacity, w'cre accordingly appointed to tin's fer- 
.<vicc, with an abfolute controul over all the Com- 
pany’s fervants in that pait ol the world. 


This 
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This appointment, as might be expe&ed, occa- 
sioned much warm altercation, and the moft ex- 
quifite intrigue, efpecially on their , fide whofe 
friends accepted oftenfible fituations in India — 
They oppofed the mcafure as nugatory, repro- 
bated the principles of the inftitution as infidi- 
ous and fallacious, and branded the powers thus 
created, as originating in a mean fufpicion of their 
fidelity, in whom, by the confiitution of the Com- 
pany, their confidence was placed. Others, ftart- 
)cd at the magnitude of the trull, and the delicacy 
of the commiflion. Every inch of the ground was 
difputed, new objedions were conftantly raifed, 
and notwithftanding feveral general courts had af- 
fembled and canvaffed the merits of the meafure, 
no decifion could take place without a ballot.— 
This was no fooner obtained, and the commiflion 
for giving effe6l to the refolution, than a* new de- 
lay was occafioned by a requifition from the mini- 
fter, that the Company fhould give to a fervant of 
the crown a principal lhare in the diredion of their 
affairs. 

The Diredors, during thefe debates, had applied 
for two Ihips of the line and Tome frigates, as their 
appearance in the Indian feas tended to facilitate 
the inlercourfc of their fervants with the native 
princes. Government gave them no anfwer, but 
it was known that a fquadron, under the command 
of Sir John Lindfay, was dellined to fail for that 
part of the world. In order, however, to be cer- 
tain of a matter thus important to the intcreft of 
the Company, the fahdion of a general court, it 

was 
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was prefumed, would render a fimilar application 
fo refpeftablc, that miniftry would be under the 
neceflity of making fome reply. At a meeting, 
therefore, of the proprietors [July 27], a motion 
to this purpofc was unanimoufly adopted, and an- 
other court appointed to receive tbc meffage of 
government. 

At this court, which was held about a fortnight 
after, a lettf’r was received from Lord Weymouth, 
one of his Majclly’s lecrctanes of Itate, ligiiifying 
tliat the mcafurc adopted by the Company, had, in 
the opinion of miniflry, been deemed illegal ; that 
he was forry to find, by their ajifwcr, that they had 
not acceded to the apjioiatmcnt of a naval officer, 
with full powers to adjuft all maritime affairs in 
India. He now begged they would reconfider the 
commiflion in general, and that the particular arti- 
cle of gr;inting unlimited powtrs to a naval officer 
migfit be laid before the propiietary at large. 

T’his extraordinary demand produced an elabo- 
rate corrcfpondcncc between the minillry and Di- 
reftors. A fubjeft altogether new, and involving 
queltions of the greatefl: commercial and conftitu- 
tiona! importance, was laid before the proprietors. 
It there appeared, that the authority required by 
this mtnifterial mandate, went in faQ. to fuperintend 
the fupervifors,' as well as all the Company’s con- 
cerns. The Direftion owmed a readinefs to allow 
the naval officer a certain participation of influence 
in their councils abroad, but declined acquiefeing 
in the requeft at large, both bccaufc they thought 
the trufl loo great for one peffo.n, .and becaufe it 

would 
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*yrouid afford government a perpetual pretext fo^ 
interfering in the management of the Company's 
jiffairs. They Hated at the fame time, that the 
commiffion had undergone the revifion of council, 
and its legality was ponfirmed by the opinion of 
the moft reputable lawyers in the kingdom. 

At another court, held by adjournment to a 
fliort day, a fccond letter, which had, been receiv- 
ed that morning, was alfo read from the fame mi- 
niftcr, He Hated, that by their anfwcr the Direc- 
tors had not properly undcrltood him. He meant 
not to iuveft a naval officer with plenipotentiary 
powers at large, but only wifhed him to poffei's fuch 
a fhare in the bufinefs of adminiHration as would 
at once promote the intereft of the Cotnpany and 
the honour of government. He begged the pro- 
prietary to conlidcr both the commiffion and 
that degree of authority which the fervant of the 
crown ought to poffefs. He declined giving any 
opinion on the firft of thefc ; but as government, 
at the requeft of the Company, in the eleventh ar- 
ticle of the lall definitive treaty of peace with 
France, made conditions with fcveral Indian prin- 
ces, it highly concerned their honour that an offi- 
cer of their appointment fhould be principal agent 
in all matters offenlive and defenfive. 

The dclign of the minifter was now obvious, and 
a confidcrable time was occupied in giving due 
confideration to the fubjeS. It occafioned at the 
next general court [Auguft 30.] a very tedious and 
warm debate. But, ^fter much argumentation on 
bot[i fides, and not a little violence, the matter 

was. 
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was at I’ength refted on this general queftion, whicfi 
was to be decided by ballot; — That this courtwill 
give the officer of the crown, commanding IhipS 
of the line, a ffiare in the deliberations and refo- 
lutions of the Company, merely with regard to the 
two objeQs of making peace and declaring war, 
where his Majefty’s forces are employed ? It was 
rejected accordingly by a great majority. 

The commiffion for the naval commander in 
chief was in the mean time made out ; but as the 
rcquifiiion of extraordinary power had not been 
granted, his operations were limited to the Gulph 
of Perfia, where the Company’s affairs had for 
Tome time been greatly incommoded by the trou- 
bles which embroiled the natives. A fort of com- 
promife thus took place. The power of making 
peace and war was allowed by the Direftors to the 
naval cammander only in the Gulph of Perfia, and 
the demand for fhips of the line to the Bay of Ben- 
gal was fufpended. Two frigates, however, were 
ordered for that fervice, and at the fame time ap- 
pointed to convey the fupervifors, whofe powers 
were at length finally adjulied, and an end put to 
their tedious contell. 

The Company’s agreement with government, 
and the reftraining bill, being nearly expired, it 
was deemed expedient to lay before miniftry fuch 
propofals as were likely to become the bafis of 
a new bargain. The objeft of the Direfilors 
was to obtain, if poffiblc, more equitable terms, 
and a permanent fettlcment of the Company’s 
affairs. I'hcy were foliciteus to realize fome re- 
turn 



tR^ACTIONS IN INDIA. 

fam or compenfation for die great fum of money 
ivhich they annually paid to government. A pro- 
longation of their charter for five years vras requir- 
ed, and coufidered as a moderate equivalent. — 
This, however, was abfblutely refufed. Extorting 
money from the Company was clearly a part of the 
miniltcrial fyftem. Their interference in reftrift- 
mg their dividend, demonftrated that the Compa- 
ny were in the hands of a power which they could 
not refift. It was too late to infill on conditions. 
The controul was cllablifticd, and migln be ex- 
pefted to operate. Even the fmalleft relaxation 
in the reftriftive power began to be confidered as a 
favour, rather than acknowledged as a compenfa- 
tion. 

Thus circumftanced, after a long train of nego- 
ciation and confultation with feveral general courts, 
an agreement was concluded, and a bill brought 
into parliament grounded on the following princi- 
ples. That the Company Ihould pay to the public, 
for five years to come, the annual fum of four 
hundred thonfand pounds: That, in that time, 
they might increafe their dividends to twelve and 
a half per cent, the increafe not to exceed one. 
per cent, in any one year : That if the Company, 
from any caufe or emergency, during that term, 
were under the neceflity of reducing their divi- 
dends, an equal fum Ihould be deducted from the 
annual payment made to government; but in cafe 
their dividends were reduced to fix per cent, the 
payment to>^. the public was ta be difeontinued : 

That) 
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That, during thefe five years, the Company fhovdi^ 
export Bridfii goods equal in value, upon an aver- 
age, with tnol'e exported for an equal num- 
ber of years pad ; and that, if any furplus of the 
Company’s cafh remained in England, after pay- 
ment of certain fpeclfied debts, it {hould be lens 
to the public at an intereft of two per cent. 


CtiAP- 
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chapter V. 

JEffeSs of the varum Revolviions which took place irk 
the Provinces of Bengal — Opprefions of Mahm- 
med Reza Caron — A- dreadful famine — Mr. tiajl- 
ings — His Regulations — His Intrigues with the 
Country Prince^ — Sujah vl Dowlah — Shaw Alluan^ . 
or the Great Mogul — The Rokilla War. 

./Vn entire change in the arrangement of the po- 
litical eftablifhment was the neceffary and immedi- 
ate confequence <jf our acceflion to the Dewan- 
nee of Bengal. It produced a revolution which 
convulfed the Hate to its extremities^ and which, 
under a feries of (ingular occurrences, gave exift- 
cnce to fuch a variety of new circumftanccs, as 
mark our I'ubrequent tranfa6lions in that* unfortu- 
nate country with a novelty and infamy, which are 
without a parallel in the hillory of the fpecics.. 

From that moment the government afiumed a 
new fiiape. All the branches of the executive 
power were transferred from natives to the con- 
querors. Every official department, every fitua- 
lioD of dignity and emolument, every pofr of con- 
fidence, exertion and refponfability was feized and 
occupied by the Engliih- The influence of the 
fubah was fubllantially annihilated. He was vir- 
tually reftrained by hb new fituation from exercif* 
ing a l^gle ad qf ind^endeot- fovereignty. He 

couljl 
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could neither make war nor peace, appoint hta 
own minifters, controul his own troops, manage 
his own revenues, or fupcrintend the adminiftration 
of juftice over his own fubjefts. The fembUnce 
of authority which he poffeffed was literally a pur- 
chafe from the Company. They ufurpedthe veiy 
fcttlement of his houfehold ; they reftri£led his ex- 
penditure to certain limitations; they rendered him 
a captive in his own palace ; they ctDuded his 
court w’.th their creatures ; they bribed his very 
domeftics to betray him; and they conftituted 
every wretch in his train a fpy on his private as 
well as his public conduct. 

To the Dutch, the Danes, and other European^ 
who applied to the prehdency.of Calcutta as the 
ruling power, for the grant of indulgence, or the 
redrefs of grievances, they conltantly alfumed the 
prerogative, while they artfully eluded the direft 
avowal of that high charafier, by yielding or re- 
fufing ptoteftion under the name of influence!. 
Equally careful to avoid difclaiming their own 
fupremacy, or roundly alferting that of another, 
their Ibvereignty was daily and palpably fubllanti- 
ated b) every part of their condu6t. Nor could 
all the fubdety of political fophiflry conceal the 
reality and exertions of an authority which operate,(i 
openly, univerfally, and irrefiflibly. Their po- 
licy under thefe circu][nflances, was a fileiit acqui- 
efcence in the opinion of fuch as treated the 
pany as principals, but to fuffer that convi61k>n to 
acquire maturity and vigour among the natives,* ra- 
ther from the general teno^ of |heir adions, than 

from 
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from 4n)r firaMoat and ^(ive aflSsrtidn <£ their 

lig^. 

The priiiciple% the JBeaftuces, die objdSfi tuvi 
dIfiancee tof govemmeat* were confecjiieotly bo 
longer the fame. While the nai^ve omrahs 'were 
in authority, notwitblianding their general depra> 
vity of manners, it was bitt a few of the word who 
dared to introduce any innovations in tyranny. 
The defpotifm which then prevailed throughout the 
empire, was one eftablilhed, invariable, well-known 
fyftem, founded in maxims originating in the ha- 
bits of the people, fan^oned by a religion adapted 
to die circumllances of the country, and tranf- 
mitted, without any material alteration, through a 
long fucceffion ofi^ages. The higher ranks only 
were obnoxious, from their wealth or tlieir influ- 
ence, to the jealoufy or oppreifion of fuperiors. 
The laborious pealants, mechanics, or manufac- . 
turers, were in general exempted from the in- 
trigues, the altercations, and the quarrels of their 
refpe^ive mailers, and often followed their humble 
occupations without moleftation, while the chief- 
tains around them were deeply engaged iti the 
deadlteft feuds. An^it was no uncommon fpec- 
tacle, in thefe periods of oriental fimplicity, to fee 
the fanner ploughing in one held, while the battle 
nged in another. The value of political infli- 
tutions can be eflimated only by that degree of ge- 
neral profperity, and internal peace, which they are 
^calculated to confer, eftablilh, or proteft. To thef® 
primary and effemial objeds of all good govern- 
m&xt, the numerous* ianovaticHQs which diferimi- 

I nated 
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naited the Britifii power in Bengal, bad i>o refe- 
rence. The miferable natives were defended 
agaipll foreign invafion or depredation, merely for 
« the puipofe of fecuring to the fervants of the Com- 
pany a monopoly in the trade of domeftic cruelty 
- and oppreflion. Intoxicated by the elevated fitu- 
ation to which they were raifed, the violent mea- 
fares they purfued, like difeafes which prey on the 
vitals, were at firKl attended with fymptoms of ap- 
proaching diifolution. By obtruding on their new 
' dominions various diforders, under the pretext of 
neceffary reform, they violated the venerable 
forms of antiquity, and fuperfeded eftabliihments 
and ufages which, from time immemorial, the 
Hindoos had been accuftomedno treat with refpeft. 
And thus a government took place, calculated in 
the hrft inftance to promote extortion and rapacity, 
and in the obje6l and operation of which, the cha- 
racter and happinefs of the people at large had no 
lhare. 

Of this extraordinary fyftem no other account 
can be given, than that it originated in the mere 
contingency of mercantile enterprife. Nothing 
iimilar, at leafl, can be found in the inventions or 
fpeculations of ancient or modern times, among 
Gothic or civilized nations. It was a fpecies of ab- 
folute delegation, in which the conftituent body re- 
fer\’ed no authority which could operate as a check 
on the ufurpation or abufes of their reprefentatives. 

' It was radically and elTeDtially defedive, as with- 
out a faculty of legiflation, and without intereft in 
the confequences, it not only polfefled, but united 

the. 



tkAI^^ACtlO^JS in intHA. 11| 

the executive and judiciary powers in their utitioft 
latitude. It was a govertiment of degradadon and 
abfurdity, in which the fervants of the Company 
were merchants in their civile and fovereigns in 
their mercantile chara6ter. 

From being a province of the empire, the terri- 
tory thus ufurped by the Company became lite- 
rally independent, or whatever fubordination was 
acknowledged, it was altogether nominal, and 
without refponfibility. In faft, the Great Mogul, 
in whom all the prerogatives of fovereignty through- 
out the vaft empire of Indoftan are veiled, was 
adually reduced to the htuation of a penfioner, 
who owed his fubfillence to their bounty. No 
conne£lions were*henceforth cultivated among the 
neighbouring powers, on principles of a liberal 
equality. An obvious propenfity to circumvent 
and over-reach, uniformly marked the fpirit of all 
their treaties. The fword was the only charter 
they avowed to the natives, who were accuAometU 
by habit and example to regard no means as un- 
lawful for maintaining dominions which had been 
acquired by violence. A power thus operating 
without controul, either from principles of internal 
reditude, or external fuperiority, appeared to the- 
princes of India as a prodigious vortex, whicli. 
threatened immediate extin6lion to every approxi- 
mating objc6l, and from which there was no fafety 
but in diilance, refinance, or flight. 

' Revenue is the great and prevailing objeft of all 
modem policy. Few meafures are adopted in any 
■jRatCt without an obvious and diced reference to 

la 
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general tenor of their orders, they have ttru^)^ 
ihewn more anxiety to fwell thejr revenues than to 
liienefit the public. Thefe are the emphatic wordi 
of one of their fervants to another •. — " By the 
** eitabliflied mode of coIle6lion, the agreement w 
** never obferved between the colleQ;or and the 
tenant. At the end of the year, whenever the 
** former knows that the latter has made any gain, 
he furely feixes it, notwithilanduig the agree* 
ment being juftly paid. By thefe means all id* 
duftry is checked, and all confidence deftroyed j 
and neither labourer, farmer, colleftor, and fa 
** upwards to the foujedare, having any truft in 
** each other, it has made the whole a chain 
** rogues and plunderers." c, 

Mahommed Reza, the oftenitble minifler of 
finance, fludied the charafler of his mailers. He 
knew the influence of money. Poflefled of talents 
for bufinefs, an accurate difeernment of men in 
a^ive life, and a genius for all the refinement and 
obliquities of the decpefl intrigue, his fituation gave 
him the command of treafures, and he applied 
them with dexterity, in accompliihing at once his 
interefl and ambition, addrefs in conciliate 
xng fidendfhips was irreiiftible. In peniions and 
prefents among his dependents and abettors, hia 
annual difbqrfements amounted to nearly half a 
million fterling. The place of the Company's refi* 
dent at the court of the fubah, was equal, at leafi, 

V Mr. G, G, Ducsrell to Richard Beacher, Efq. Auguft| 
•7S9, 
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to one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds a-year. 
The extortions which thefe immenfe levies occa< 
lionedf fubje£ied the miferable inhabitams toafc« 
lies of the moft wanton cruelties. The emiffaries 
of tyranny and exa€lion, aifiiled by (eled parties 
of military, fuddenly.overlpread and' ravaged the 
country far and near. In vain did the weaver, the 
tiller of ground, the handicraft, and the petty 
trader, accufe their opprelTors, or demand a redrefa 
of their wrongs, whilft the intimate friends of the 
aggreflbrs, or the aggreifors themfelves, prefided 
in every court to which they could- apply. They 
appealed to Britifh juftice, but were inftantly re- 
manded back to the tribunals of the natives, where 
the judge was not only a party in the caufe, but 
highly incenfed againft them, for daring to betray 
a fufpicion of his integrity, by lodging their com- 
plaints before his fuperio». The men. who pre- 
iided in thefe prollituted courtf, were the lummary 
executioners of the partial and arbitrary mandates . 
of a monller, whofe unbounded avarice, not only> 
fleeled his heart againft every accellion of huma-' 
nity, but at once tempted and enabled him to. 
bribe the indulgence and connivance of his em- 
ployers, that he might thus riot in the catailroph% 
of his country. Hiftoiy, averfe to record the bar- 
barities which marked his depredations on the cot-- 
tages of the poor, could wifli, for the honour oii 
the fpecies, to confign theni> with their author, to 
obliviofi. The whole executive power being en- 
trufted with him, for fubftantiating the pecuniary, 
expe&atioDs of the Company, plunder became 

' I 4 prin-* 
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principal objed of fais attention. The &nii^n ba4 
no intereft in their farms above a year. Thtt pe<^ 
riod comprehended all tbeir cultivation aiid.eKflr<* 
tkm. The rents were unavoidably raifed to antitsv- 
pate the eager demands of avarice. The wretched 
inhabitants fubmitted with unconquerable pabence 
to every fpecies of indignity and outrage, rather 
than relinquifii their houfehold gods, or the cots 
which their anceftors occupied. Every year they 
became the property of new mafters. Their op-» 
preffions only were not changed, becaufe they 
could not be increafed. Thefe petty tyrants were, 
in their turn, reduced to participate in the fulfer- 
ifigs of their laws^ and felt, themfelves, an excefs of 
that rigour which they had often inflified* 
Many were daily and openly tied and fcourgedliko 
felons, at a (lake. The ftreets and fquares of Moor-* 
ihedabad refounded with tbeir clamours. Not a 
fowetqiired in agonies under the lafh. Others^ 
driven to defpair, abandoned the country^ in queft 
of that lenity abroad which they could no longer 
enjoy at home. Thofe who furvived the rod of 
oppreffion and remained, were deprived of their 
allj and vaft trafis of the moil fertile land in the 
i^ld inftantly became waft$. It was at the fame 
time firenuoufly urged, that the revenues of the 
Company ought to fulfer no diminution, notwith-* 
flanding the increahng poverty and depopuliUioB 
ef the country. 

The fyftem of cotnmerce and regulation efta* 
blilhedby the felefl committee, under the govern* 
meat Lord CHve, united ^the Cotnpany's fer* 

vantSj 
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9xd all their varioua cxeatutes in the oouq* 
tty diftrt^ in one bleck, bloody^ md indiffiduUe 
aviation ag^inft the inhabitam3.. 1(heir agents. 
fbr< managing the ialtund trade repaired without 
dtilty to ^eir refpedive fituations. The deputies 
of merchants, who were foldien and conqueroia 
at the fame time, feized, at one ftroke, on aU 
the neeeflaries of life. This daring and mifchiev<- 
ous monopoly, gave them an immediate and full 
command of the natives, who were without remedy 
<Hr appeal, as the fame fet of men who formed the 
plan, and carried it into execution, were fuvereigna 
of the country. Salt, beetle-nut, and tobacco^ 
were dealt out for money in the iirft inftance, af» 
terwards for goods^ and then for almoA every fpe* 
cies of prc^erty which could be realized. Tim 
cruelties exerted in extorting the invefiments from 
the manufadurers, were lb exquilite and intoler. 
able, efpecially among tbofe in the filk bufineh^ 
that individuals have been known to cut off their 
thumbs, and otherwife mangle and mutilate them* 
felves, that they might not be compelled to a fpe* 
cies of labour which expofed them to fo much in* 
convenience and diffrefs. 

The government of Bengal had now to fiimilli 
a tribute to the king^ a falary to the nabob, and a 
revenue to the company. The taxes of every kind 
vere, therefore, demanded by the agents of the 
treafury with more than ufual eagernefe. The 
nabob, unable to yield prote^ion to his haplefs 
fubjeds, was, notwithftanding, importuned from 
morning till nig^ with their numerous complaints. 

Thofo 
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Thofe only who poi&lTed the power to tvftraitf, 
c«inived at oppreilion. The projeSors of thefe • 
violent rtioaf^res were fatisfied that the evil did not 
exift among them^ and winked at the crimes of 
petty offenders, that their refentment might fall 
the heavier on more elevated and exemplary de> 
Hnquents. And the rutblefs pillager of villages and 
farms, either purchafed his impunity by dividing 
the fpoil with .his fuperiors, or fell a viftim to the 
power he abufed, and was himfelf plundered, with 
aa little mercy as he had fhewn to others. The 
fervants of the Company fet out upon the plan of 
accumulating fortunes only by proxy; but no 
fooner was it apparent that oppreffion had nothing 
to fear from juftice, than they a^ed without dife 
gttife, and became open oftenfible principals ki 
violence and rapacity. 

One of the moft powerful principles to the ope- 
ration of which we owe our profperity in that un- 
fortunate country, was, the good opinion generaHy^ 
entertained by the natives of the faimefs and im- ' 
partiality of our laws. They natutally contralled 
the privileges of Engliflimen, under a free confti- 
tution, with their own hereditary vaffalage and de* 
pendence. They heard, with admiration and ap- 
piaufe, that the Britifh government protefted every 
individual in all his perfonal and relative rights ; 
that neither the prince, his nobles, or his foldiers 
of any denomination whatever, could wreft any 
part of his property from him ; that men in all cafes 
were judged by their equals ; and that the rank of 
the aggreflbr, inflead of entitlipg hint to exemption, 

only 
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onlf rftifed him to exemplary puniftiment. Thefe 
impi'efiions difpofed great numbers of the natives 
to favour, and in many inftances to facilitate our 
territorial acquifitions. With hopes of changing 
for the better, they rejoiced at our profperity, and 
imagined the introduction of our laws and cuftoms 
would certainly follow our power. They were 
Ibon, however, and fatally undeceived. The mo- 
ment we got pofleflion of the government, orders 
were iiTued that leafes and civil contracts were all 
to be made void on a day ; that a few perfons only, 
known to be generals in the army, impofed duties 
on neceflaries, to one third of their value; and 
that their new matters had taken things of daily 
ufe into their own Jiands, to fell as th^y pleafed. 

But what refources were adequate to the avidity 
of avarice. * The certainty, the eafe, and the rapi- 
dity of making fortunes, are all objeCts of feparate 
confideration with adventurers. The fervants of 
the Company, anxious to return in fplendour to 
their native country, deemed all thefe modes of 
enriching themfelves tedious and unfatisfaCfory. 
The numerous monopolies eftablifhed in their &- 
vour were ftill difproportionate to their expeda- 
tions. Their next expedient was therefore to col- 
led the rice into (lores or magazines Aware that 
the Gentoos would rather die than violate the pre^^ 
cepts of their religion by eating flelh, they were 
fure of receiving what price they pleafed for a 
commodity thus eflential to exiflence. The inha* 
bitants faw the (ituation to which they were redu- 
ced with grief wd horror. Fanners finding their 
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ci)opji at the difpoiai othen, cultivated their 
&rms with indift'erence. This produced fcarcitf^ 
and circumferibed the monopoly. The people 
lived on roots, and food to which they had not 
been accufiomed. Sicknefs and epidemical cont'^ 
plaints of various kinds every where prevailed, 
and converted the whole country into one prodi- 
gious hofpital. Provifions increafed in value in 
proportion as they diminifiied in quantity. The 
laborious poor, whofe circumftances are always 
fulhciently hard, were the hrft whofe fituation ex- 
pofed them to thefc accumulated diitreiles. Many 
died before any fullenance could be obtained or 
adminiftered. And in fome diftri6is the living 
were lb debilitated by difeafe and want, that the 
dead were even fuffered to remain unburied. 

All this, however, was but the beginning of mt- 
The wretched inhabitants of Bengal feem 
only to have furvived the fcourge of defpotifm, 
that the wrath of heaven might fweep them to de- 
ftrudion in multitudes. Such is the fertility of the 
foil, and fb genial the climate of this country, that 
every year is bieffed with two crops. Their little 
harveil, which coniids of fmall grain, happens in 
April; aud their great one, confiding folely of 
rice, happens in O^ober. Thefe different 
dudions aere owing to the rains, which generally 
commence in Augud, smd continue nearly three 
months. By a dtong drought, which exhauded 
the fields of moidure, «id converted the moft ir» 
riguous plains into Tandy deferts, there was a fail- 
ure in the great harved of ^d in the little 

one 
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0 nc of 1770* And Ip general and extenlive waa 
this failtire, that notwkhftanding a very conGder.. 
able growth of rice pn the higher grounds, the ag- 
gregate produce was by no means adequate to the 
ctmfumption of the natives. 

Famine was no uncommon calamity in this im- 
provident countiy ; but the favage fpirit of mono- 
poly co-operating with the boftile elements, occa- 
fioned fuch fcenes of exquiGte anxiety and horror 
as were even new to Indians. In every age and 
nation there' are individuals attrocious enough to * 
improve the public ruin to their own emolument- 
It was unfortunately not the lot of Bengal to be 
under the dire 6 Uon of men at that time diftinguilh- 
ed by their humanity. The feafon prognofticated 
an approaching dearth, and the agents of the pre- 
fidency, in their fubordinate fahtories, fuperintend- 
ing the cuftoms or managing the provincial reve- 
nues, were, in confequence of their refpeftive 
fituations, as early and afliduous as pOlTible in the 
purchafe of rice.- The proGts in this odious and 
flagitious traffic were fo enormous and immediate, 
that a gentleman ftationed at the court of the na- 
bob, who before this memorable period was known 
to be uuerly without property, inftantly after the 
femine, is faid to have tranfmitted about fi.xty 
thoufand pounds to Europe. 

The black merchants depoGted all the rice they 
could buy from the EngUfh in the granaries about 
Calcutta, where it was parcelled out to the inhabi- 
tants in the fmalleG quantities, and where, in con- 
fet^nce of a dvcadfel Gre which happened in the 
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mbnths of April and May, moft of it was deftrby* 
td. This frefh calaniity was a new advantage to 
the monopoly, as the value of what remained was 
by that means conliderably enhanced. Complaints 
the moft refpeflful, the moft fubmilfive, and at the 
fame time the moft aff'efting and urgent, were dai- 
ly reiterated at the Durbar and the Prefidency- — 
But the intereft of the aggreflbrs was too power- 
ful, both in the one and the other, to be ihaken 
by the feeble voice of fulfering innocence. The 
nabob had no influence but what was derived from 
the board, and the board, wherever a conteft took 
place between their emiflaries and the natives, were 
biafled by a thoufand confiderations to give judge- 
nfent without any regard to Humanity or impar- 
tiality. 

While many of the Englifli beheld with admi- 
ration and forrow the relentlefs fufferings of the 
patient Indians, the council at Calcutta were rou- 
zed from their indolence by the critical fituation 
into which thefe melancholy circumftances had 
plunged them. They fent into all the various dif- 
trifts under their government, to purchafe what- 
ever rice could be found on the Company's ac- 
count, and even L'ized the cargoes on the river. 
This they publickly retailed, at the rate of between 
fifteen and twenty pounds for a rupee. Their 
principal attention, however, was to the preferva- 
tion of their own workmen at the fortifications, 
which were then conftni6:ing. And it was not 
without fome difficulty that the bazers or markets, 
were furniffied with a few'taaunds, or quantities 

which 
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vtikh meafure about eighty pounds, to anfwer m 
part the urgent demands of the inhabitants. The 
nabob and feveral omrahs about his court, as welt 
as other wealthy families in Moorfhedabad, difplay- 
ed the moft humane and princely munificence, by 
diftributing rice to the needy gratis, until their re- 
ipe&ive granaries were exhaufted. 

No fooner were thefe liberal refources at an end 
than the natives poured down upon Calcutta in 
prodigious and refiftlefs multitudes. The ftreets 
were inftantaneoufly covered and incommoded^ 
and all the lanes and avenues which lead to the 
palaces of the wealthy glutted by fwarms of fa- 
xniflied Indians, who, writhing in the agonies of 
want and derpaisf imputed all their miferics u> 
.avarice, and imprecated with their laft breath a 
deluge of curfes on the heads of their murderers ! 

In vain were the doors of the rich and power- 
ful barricadoed and proteHed againlt the {hocking^ 
unceremonious intrufion of ftarving men, by guards 
of armed fipoys. The powerful requifitions of na- 
ture put an end, for the prefent, to all the exterior 
forms of decency. Every new fpace was explored, 
poflefled, and defended, with an anxiety pro|[x>r- 
4ionate to the hopes of life, or alleviation w hich it 
^fibrded. And wretches grappling with hunger 
and difeafe, and even calling upon death for that 
retief which no other power would bellow, were 
pot to be intimidated by the fpear or the bay- 
onet. 

All over the city, and in the adjacent- villages 
and plains, premiffxicus crouds bending double, 

with 
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with their ftomachs contra6ted to their back-tHntcs, 
were feen fainting and (Iruggling under a prefiKire 
of intolerable anguifh, quietly relinquiihing a life 
thuc imbittered b)’ fornow, fupplicating every paf- 
fengcr to have mercy upon them, lifting up their 
fad and languifliing ^es to Heaven in defpon- 
dency, exerting their laft remains of ftrengtb, in 
footbing whom they were not able to fave, or ex- 
hibiting all the various exprcflions of human paf- 
fion, in a condition the moil aiRi£ling that can be 
conceived. The whole country ecchoed with the 
groans, and teemed with the fpeftres of thofe who 
were ready to die. The cottages, the villages, 
and even many of the market and manufa£luring 
towns, unable to fullain their inhabitants, were de- 
-ferted and made defolate. Famine drove them 
from their homes in fhoals, like fhee^ to the 
flanghter. The fields, the roads, and all places of 
public intercourfe, prefented the eye with nothing 
but groups of thefe forlorn creatures, pale, meagre, 
emaciated, and ghallly. Some abfolutely worn out 
'with want and fatigue, here and there dropt down, and 
ilrctched themfclves at full length, in expeflation 
of immediate diflblution. Others fcarce able to drag 
aheir bodies from place to place, were yet wan- 
•dering up and down in a Hate of mournful llupi- 
•dity, regardlefs where they went or what they en- 
«dured. 

It is hard to fay, whether that earneft and pain- 
fful anxiety with which the young and the aftive 
rfcranrblcd for the boon prefented by the hand of 
^humanity, or that willful lo6k wtfcch accompanied 
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diiafpoiintAifent of the aged*&d the impotent* 
Were inoft a5e8thg. Mu&itudes flocked around 
eveiy white man who approached them, and nol« 
withftanding their timid nfinds acnd meek manner^, 
in piteom or frantic acccnUtimplored hU fympathy 
or urged his alHAaoce. ,|n thefe difaftrous cir> 
cumftances, and among the far greater number, all 
relative duties were for the time fufpended. Indi' 
viduals, chiefly engrolTed by their own Wants, were 
titterly incapable of attention to thofe of others. 
Chilthen deferred their parents^ and even mothers 
iheir infants, who were observed in great nnmbers 
expiring on the breaft ; while many, who fiirvived 
the authors of their beings, ftill clung with deadl/ 
Cagernefs to thofe /:lay*Cold bofbms which flsrmerly 
afforded diem warmth and nouriihment. 

There was not a corner in the city, ot any lurk- 
ing-place hi the vicinity of Calcutta, Where the 
living, the dying, and the de^, were not mingled 
or heaped together hr melancholy confuflon. It 
was impolfible t6 ilir abroad on bolmefs or recrea- 
tion, where thefe ofFenfivc and mortifying aflbeia- 
tions were not in -the Way. The daily employ- 
ment of hundreds was to remove the dead in pro- 
porthm as they became a nuifance to (he living. 
Thcle in cart-loads, and without any funeral or 
(cligious obloquies, were promifcuoully plunged in^ 
to the river. 

By this increafing and prodigious mortality, not'-' 
Withllandlng the moil conflant attentions to decen- 
cy and cleanUnefs,- the toVn and fubUrbs were fo 
-much infefted, j;hat,,frora the raging heat of the 
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wevdier, the foul con^egation of vapours which 
itKeflantly afcended from the unburied dead} and 
the torid or intemperate ilate of the atmdphere} d 
pellilential influenza was generally and ferioufly 
apprehended. Fortunately an extraordinary flock 
of carnivorous birds, animals, and vermin, were 
allured from their faftnefles and their folitudes by 
the putrcfaftion of the fcene. The water of the 
Ganges become lothfome and corrupt from the 
loads of dead bodies which it daily received. Pork, 
geefe, ducks, and every fpecies of proviflon, fat* 
tened by fubflances thus grofs and abhorrent, were 
avoided as poifonous. The fifh in the river were 
noxious, and even fometimes fatal to thofe who 
eat them. Mutton, which could hardly be obtain* 
ed at any price, became the only food which could 
be enjoyed with fafety or faiisfaflion. 

Difeafes every where broke out, and multiplied 
in proportion to the violence wkh which the famine 
raged. Many whom plenty exempted from the 
cxquifitc pangs of w’ant, natives as well as foreign- 
ers, unable to fupport their Ipirits under the in- 
crcafing prcITure occaftoned by fuch an awful co>- 
'fncidcnce of afflifling cimimftances, were literally 
the martyrs of their own apprehenfions. No las* 
guage can fuflicicntly exhibit the fudden and uni* 
verfal deftruflion produced by the ravages of thefe 
calamities. It was as if England, in the courfe of 
■ a few w'ceks, fhould lofc one half of her inhabi- 
tants. Above three millions of people are faid to 
have then perifhed for want of fuftenamce 1 
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Tliu /amine is an epcfck in the hifidry of Bengal 
iohtch ihall {>erpetuate« while the world lafts^*^^ 
linifter genius of mercan^e policy, andreeord, be* 
yoild the ravages of time, te> what a fbocking ex* 
cefi the* outrages of avarice have heed extended 
againft all that is tno'ft fatr^d arid inviolable in th6 
rights of humanity ! What iriuft be the feelings of 
thofe monfters in whofe fordid adventure this me* 
morable cataftrophe originated ? Who would pur- 
chale eveh the Indies at the (hocking expence of 
being thus haunted through life^ by the gholls of 
murdered millions! . 

It might have been expefled that government, 
to alleviate the confequences of fo general a mis • 
fortune, would have adopted, with a promptitude 
fuited to the occafion, fome ftrong and fpirited 
meafures; that ihofe whofe fpeculations had contri* 
buted to enhance the price or diminifh th*e quanti* 
ty of proviftons, would have been called to a drift 
account ; that an immediate dop would have been 
put to the prodigioits and avowed exports of pri- 
vate dealers ; that the dedmation of the Compa- 
ny's drips would have been changed, and the neigh- 
bouring feas traverfed in fearch of fodenance ; and 
that earned application would have been made to 
all the countries in India for whatever fuppliej 
epuM have been procured under the preffure of fo 
pubKe an exigence. But indead of thefe laudable 
and urgent exertions, we 'arc only informed of the 
•following order for doppages to be made out cf 

Certain ilipends on aeconm of the famine. * 

• • 

* See Bengal Selcft Confultatioxis 6f M«v aS. l-'O, 
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** It appearing to the Committee 
^ iary and reafonable that 'the tribute ftipendi^ 
** and all extraordinaiy iSues whatever, 

« give place to the more urgent calls of .govern* 
** ment, refolved^ That Mr. Beecher, refident at 
** the Durbar, be dire^d to with4told at leaft 
** thirty lacks from the tribute and other allovratK 
** ces, between this period and the 17 th of 03to* 
her, fo that the receipts and dilburfements may^ 
have fome proportion to each other: That he be 
** informed, with the af&ftance of this refetved funs 
" wc expeft he will continue to pay the troops, 
garrifon, and all other charges of his depart* 
^ ment, the civil and military charges of the pre- 
" fidency being the utmoft which can be defrayed 
from the treafury at Calcutta." 

Thefc orders were accordingly tcanfmitted in a 
letter tolhe reiident, and from fueh a dreadful vi- 
jitation of the Almighty, it was natural to hope 
that the cudomary modes of oppreflion (hould ac, 
lead for a little be fufpended. In fome places, in- 
deed, the zemindars and farmers were excufed a 
few rupees on account of the drought; but the 
'wretched ryots, who managed at once the agri- 
culture and manufaflurc of the country, were re- 
manded to their talks with the ufual leverity, and 
peremptorily required to accompltfb the fame la- 
bour, without any additional emolument; to eulti- 
vate the premifes of their annual maders, while 
.their own continued wade; to become dlk-winders, 
fpinners and weavers, and to yif^d their'goods at 
an arbitrary price ! *■ 
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fo Other places, the cruel extortion by forfeit 
tttre was llill exaded with all its concomitaiu 
oumftances of rapacious violence. Thofe fines 
were even fanned as part of the rent-roll, and pro> 
ved an infiiperable bar to induftry, by occafion- 
ing dutt appearance of poverty which the inhabi- 
tants of the diflri£b fo generally afie6led, as fome. 
degree of fecurity from the avarice rf office, and 
thoa preventing fuch as had money from an open 
and liberal expenditure. The pcHbn who receiv- 
ed the fine was himfelf judge of the delinquency,, 
and the degree of the penalty to be indited, 
which %ras always levied, not according to the na-i 
thre of the guilt, but the circumftances of the. 
gtdhy. Theft and murder were compounded at 
the rale of four or five rupees, while fornication 
and witchcraft were punifhed by as many thou- 
fands. Accufations, which in other countries are 
tifually confined to the aged and impotent, in Ben- 
gal generally fell on the rich and fubftantial. 

Notwithftatiding thp inordinate intereft ofpioney, 
diefyftematicimpofition prafiUfcd by .all concerned 
ifB raifing the duties, and every other fpecies'of op- 
pteflion which fo remarkably diftinguilfaed the va- 
rit^s operations within {the revenue department, tfie 
wrongs of the inhabitants were ftill unredrefled. 
Not all the fufferings they hafi endured from the 
utmoft feyerities of nature and art, could foften or 
humanize their hard-hearted mafters. ^bough 
the Company received for the fpace of ten years 
an annual revenue of a million and a half fterling 
from Bengal j though over and above that cnor- 
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ixKStts ftun this pUlaged country had afforded in the 
fame fpace of time, upwards of nine milUtMis to 
them and their fervants; though the reiburces 
which bad fumiflied all this treafure by var^ re<f 
vedutions, and txaOions of the moft deftruftiva 
tendency, were obvioufly impoverilhed ; diough the. 
inhabitants fav no end to the demands of their con- 
querors, or any poflibility of refifting the art and 
&rce with which thefe demands were made; 
though, in confequence of all their accumulated 
rniferies, they were reduced to defpair, and milli- 
ons devoured by famine, <nr facrificed at the ruth- 
leis fhrine of rapacity, the DireElors, in their ge- 
neral letter of April, 1771, coolly obferve, that 
even this was a time when every poflible mea- 
*f fure fhould be adopted for availing themfelves 
of all the advantages which they had in p|i7- 
^e£l from the poflefiion of the Dewanpee/' 
Notvitbftanding all the variety of calamities 
which their iniquitous meafures had brought upon 
the pc^ulous and flourilhing provinces of Bengal, 
which, ill the (hort fpace of ten years, had realiz- 
ed to them and their numerous agents above tweru 
ty-four millions fterlin^ and which, in the fame 
time, by famine and the peffilence, had alfo loft 
whatever efcaped the ravages of war and oppreffion ; 
from a country jnve^ved in miferies of fuch a mag- 
nitude and extent, a company of Britilh merchants 
naturally and deliberately expreft the moft ardent 
d^re of deriving further emolument! Of all the 
tyrannies which, from time to time, have infulted 
the balings, and trampled on> the .rights of men^ 
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tkofe a commercial goreHnaeiit have proved 
the moft barbarmis and implacable. We may as> 
ntronally ejqwd the moft genial and deliciottc fruits 
of Afia in die oddeft climates, a« that a genius, 
equad to die liberal exercife of ibvereigmy, ihould 
fpring from a counting-houfe. The great and com^- 
pikated machinery of political fyftems depend not 
for the fucceft or ultimate petfe^pn of its muUi>. 
faiiotts operations on fubtile maxims of traffic, or 
the rigid rules of arithmetic. 

• From the war with Coffim Ally Cawn, and that 
powerfiit confederacy who efpoufed his intereft, 
the military on the Bengal eftablifhment had been 
emj^oyed on no a^ve fervice of material confe* 
quence to the general afiairs of the Ctmipany. A 
confpiracy among the £ngli(h officers in the three 
luigades under the command of Lord Clive, while 
governor and prefident of the council, is (he only 
important tranfadion in which, for a period of fe< 
veral yean, they were difttnguiflied. 

To render the Company's revenue. efficient, an 
abatement in the various charges incurred by the 
fotderoent of thefe lucrative provinces became 
every day more and more indiTpenGble. The 
gentlemen in the army, aware of their own conic- 
quence in the fervice, and deeming thekr ihare in 
tl» reform by much the heavieft, agreed among 
themfelves to unite in a bq^, and aSert their owo 
intereft. Immemorial ulage entitled them to ait 
extraordinary allomuice called douik while t 
op held .duty. This additional pay being not 
thought neceftary under a peace>ertabliihinent, was 
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jOfdcfcd to bcvith-held. The order aimooacbg 
the tetren'chment was received with a fyedow ao 
j^ieftence, the b«ter to di^ife the fentuMent 
iand cover the defign it occafioned. It was at the 
£une time felt through the whole army with a mtx- 
tore of the moft ferious mortification and refetit- 


ment. GonfuUations were confequendy held m 
(every battaUion, and a general correfpondenee 
etlabliflied among all fubordinate Britiih olfficen m 
ahc Company's fervice. They conceived them- 
lelvcs infulted by a meafpre, which rendered diem 
<mly the inftruments of wealth and aggratidifeineat 
to others, and thought the profeffion degraded by 
its fiibje8ion to the litde ploding maneeuvres of a 
snercanule board. It vas therefore their unani- ‘ 
jnous refolution to refign their commiflions all in 
one day, rathef than fubmit to an arrangement, pf 
connive >^th a circumfiance which every man< re- 


^ded as di^onourable. 

This ex^ritordinary cqmlnnation was jfdanned 


with fagacify, and carried on with infinite fpirit 
and addrefs. It tranipired, however, by one of 
thofe trivial accidents which i>o penetration caii< 
^orefep or prevent, and which qften defeats the beft 
formed defigns. A drunken quarrel divulged the 


plot and expofed the conffHrators, only a few weeks 
prkM’ to the day of general refignation. Lord Clive 
banned to the caiitpn||ncnts where the danger 
was moft inhpment, an^hen he found fuihcieii^ 


etnpIoyBMMt for aU Ins chaTa€ltfrifHc firmnefs afad 


hmnagftnent. Sir Robert Barker, Cokmei Richard' 
Smkb, and Sif Robert Ffetcber, <coiii(naiided ar 


that 
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t&ot time the icTpediVt Their 

iHXoncert widi -dmfe of hie LoedfflD|i^ said General 
Qamac, iaved the Contpeny) by rettoweruig the 
dift^Une of its forces, andx^uciag thensto aftate 
of pcmanmt fubordination to the civU powar. 

This hsKl undoubtedly been one gfreaaand pii*. 
mary objed of Lord Ctive’s govenunenc. And 
iw nan bad a move tfaorou^ acquamtaace 'with- 
the amtdiious views of vidorkws troops,- the infiu* 
ence derived from their ntuatitm, and the enor- 
ixxwis fintnnes which thofe efpecialiy in command 
were in die habit of accumulating. The Company 
and die mskm at large were highly incenfed by 
the.perpetvatkm of fuch unexampled tragedies as 
had refelted from the contpiracy infrigatad by his 
l.ordihip,‘ his perfidious lueach of a mofi ibiemn 
tseaty with the lawful fovereign of the country, 
his authenticating an impofture by forging the name 
of a firitifli admiral, together with the depc^tion 
atid mufder of Stnrajah Oowlah, and a variety of 
other foul tranfaElions. Thefe were, the abufesof 
an army a£hng independent of civil authmityt The 
plecedent was awful and menacing. Few- com* 
manders in chief cetuld carry' into the field'die- po- 
litics, the enterprifek or the abihty of Lord Clive, 
butthe critical poftore of affiurs in Bengal at that 
period, rendered it move neceflary-than ever, that 
all miHtary operations fltould, fat the future, be 
under the controul 4^ the Council Board. 

No -iyflein ceidd more efiedually readize and 
fubftantiate the proTperhy of the C^pany, than 
that which was g^ed on the fuppreffion of a mu- 

tiny 
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tMi bfRgua^ges. And he was the firft Enj^lill’inanr 
' who accomplifliefd this difficult undertikiuj; with 
any degree of accuracy. It facilitated his luc?: efs 
in every fubfequent purliiit, procured him the con- 
fidence of the natives, and fenfibly increafed hia 
merits in their eftimation. Every office to which 
be was advanced, every charader he fuftained, 
and every truft for which he became refponfible, 
were uniformly difeharged with rigid and exem- 
plary fidelity. The eftabliffiment of a fadory in 
the interior parts of the country. Was committed 
to his care. The projeft was abortive, but be ac- 
quitted himfelf with honour. Among all the Bri- 
tift youth who followed the fortunes of Lord Clive, 
in grafping at the fovreignty of Bengal, he was the 
only perfon qualified for fupporting the dignity of 
refident minifter at the court of Meer Jaffier.— 
The finalteft impropriety in managing the delicate 
and important bufmefs of this interefiing ftatkm 
was never laid to his charge. For though he en- 
joyed a place for years, which, to fomc of his fuc- 
ccifors, has been deemed equal at leaft to one 
hundred and fifty thoufand pounds annually, and 
at a time when Lonl Clive, according to his owi|: 
account, realized nearly a million of money, on 
Mr. Haftings's return to Europe with his friend 
Vanfittart, while others, who had occupied very in- 
ferior (lations, realized and brought home fortunea 
from a hundred to five hundred thoufand pounds; 
his was faid not to exceed fifteen thoufand.— « 
Happy had it been for him, perhaps for the 
natives of Indoflan, affuredly for many of his con- 
temporaries in England, had he never deviated 

from 
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from this obvious reftitude, oradoptedalineof<oo- 
du£l more obnoxious tocenfure or mifconftrudian., 

He was not long in London when his philologi- 
cal acquirements, and an exquifite taflc which he 
ibon difcovered for poetry and tlie hnc arts, intro- 
duced him to the acquaintance of thofe who had 
mod diftinguiflbed themfelves as men of feienoe 
and ability. He was intimate with that club of 
w 4 s among whom Dr. Samuel Johnfon, of clafficai 
memory, prefided; and formed, in conceftwith that 
great man and others, the dcfign of edabiiihing a 
clafs in the univerlity .of Oxford, for teaching the 
Perfian language. No man could be better hited 
for the dire^on of fuch an inftitution, which how 
everwas defeated by his appointment in S769, lobe 
lecond in council at Madras, with no very remote 
profpeft of fucceeding to the chair in that preii- 
dency. He continued in this place till February 
1772, when the DireHors, apprifed of his abilities 
and confiding in his worth, named him to tlie go- 
vernment of Fort<rWilliam. 

In this eminent and arduous fituation, the fub- 
dky, the verfaility, and the fublimity of hismind, 
had the ampleft range. On his acceflion to go- 
vernment, relaxation, anarchy, obliquity, every 
where prevaUed. The diftrefles of the Company 
accumulated with enormous rapidity. Though 
bills were drawn on the Direftors for more than a 
million fterling, a bond-debt to a much larger a- 
mountdueto individuals in Bengal, was flill un- 
difeharged. The cxpencc and dlfburfement of 
live Company at. that iimc aftually exceeded their 

income. 
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income. The revenues were embezzled fn ihd 
collection, the payments of the zimindars vere re> 
tarded by a collufion with the cutcherry of rent 
cffice, the army in various parts were fpreading op^ 
preflion and terror over all the provinces, tht 
courts of juftice were invading the rights of. the 
harmlefs and impotent, under the covert of a legal 
procefs, difcontent univerfally afiumed n gloomy 
and foreboding (Hence, monopoly fufpended the 
natural operation of commerce, peculation more 
or lefs affeded the whole fyftem of civil arrange- 
ment, and profufion pervaded every department of 
the public expenditure. 

The regulations which Mr. Hadings adopted 
, under this ruinous (late of things, notwithdanding 
the infinite prejudices which oppofed his exertions, 
were as immediate as they fcemed indifpenfible..^ 
He ratrenched the exceflive civil charges in Cal- 
cutta, abolifhed all unnecelTary appointments, and 
fuppreflTed, both by precept and example, that 
profligate fpirit of extravagance and diffipatiofi 
which had feized and pervaded all orders of men. 
The face of affairs acknowledged the hand of a re- 
former in lefs than a month. Govemmenf in- 
dantly affumed a new and more decidve mode of 
exertion. Her refolutions were carried into cf- 
fcfl with vigour and promptitude ; and in propor- 
tion as die adcrted her dignity with firmnefs and 
fimplicity, her credit and refpeftability revived. 

The Company had now determined to dand 
forth as dewanec of the provinces, through the 
agency of their own fervants. The Directors an- 

‘ nounced 
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flounced this intention in their general letter^ but 
neither fuggelled any. fyftein, nor fupeiieded any 
prior orders which might d^eat a new arrange- 
ment. Mr. Mailings perceived the difficulty, but 
it did not prevent his endeavours to realize the 
wifhes of his employers. And here a field was 
opened worthy of all that active and enterprizing • 
genius which has hitherto dillinguiihed his con- 
duct. Not did he hefitate to enter with his ufual 
ardour into an accurate development of whatctei 
■relates to the complicated feenes of finance and 
jurifprudencc. 

It is impoifible to go into the detail of fuch a 
laboured variety of inftitutions, as originated in 
iiis vigilant attention to every branch of the fer- 
vice. A committee of circuit were inllantly ap- 
pointed to make the tour of the fevcral provinces 
■and out diilri6ls. It confilled of the prefiejent, at- 
tended by four members of the board. I'hey 
ihoceeded to Murfhedabad, the refidence of the 
nabob, and the native officers of government, 
where they invelligated die Hate of the revenues, 
reduced the expences of colle6iing them, and efta- 
blifhed provincial courts of juftice for preventing 
thofe aSs of oppreflion and arbitrary power, which 
had proved fo prejudicial both to the country and 
the Company. 

By th^e fubftantial arrangements the whole fic- 
titious apparatus gf a native adminiftraiion was in- 
ftandy and clfeflually dilfolved. The form af au- 
thority had fo long fubfifted without the fpiiit, that 
the plot was now imiverfally difeovered and dcfpifcd. 
The utility and popularity of politic J firaudN are 
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€0-exiftent. The nabob was known to be a cipberv 
and a captive in tbe cuftody of ASahoininedAcsa, 
who aded the double but natural part of being the 
ilave of the Engliih, and tyrant of his country- 
men. He was therefore difmilTed from the ofHce 
of Naib Duan for the territories of Bengal and 
Shitabroy, from a fimilar lltuation in thofe of fia- 
har, together with every perfon employed by them, 
connected with them, or under their influence, in 
coHe6ling the revenues. This material alteration 
in the great machinery of government, w^s few- 
mally proclaimed at Murlhedabad and Patna.—' 
The chief and council in both places were confe- 
quently charged with the care of finance in the fdr 
vcral ciillri6b under their refpe 61 ive junfdidiony 
until fome regular eflablifliment could be cffeSled. 
The nabob and his fubje£ls were delivered from 
the rapacity and intrigues of a tyrant, whofe out- 
rages excited the hatred and execration of the fpe- 
cies. Muny Begum, not the mother of tbe nabob, 
though of fuperior rank in the Haram, but a peribn 
of plebeian extra 61 ion, of intriguing charafler uid 
low manners, was immediately appointed the guar- 
dian of his minority, and to tranfa^l in his ilead tbe 
political concerns of the fircar or government,, and 
Rajah Goodrafs, fon of Mahah Rajah Nuncomar, 
became Duan of the nabob's houfehold. Rftablifli- 
ments obvioufiy intended to demonflrate in the eyes' 
of all Indoftan, the abfolute iniignificance and de- 
gradation of the nabob’s family, as contrailed with' 
the real and affumed fovereignty of the Englifh. 

The fame indefatigable perfev^rance in the great 
bufinefs of a thorough reform, diferimirfated the 

Ower- 



TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. ,'4^ 

governbr's return to the prefidency, which had 
marked his circuit in the provinces. The odium 
of his countrymen was for the prefent at leaft Over- 
borne by the grateful acknowledgments of the na- 
tives, who every where hailed him as their faviour, 
and pictured in their fond imaginations an imme- 
diate ctna'neipation from all their fulFerings andfla- 
very. His meafurcs promifed at leaft no very dif- 
tamt redrefs to the numerous wrongs they endured 
under former eftablifhments, and had an afpefcl not 
lefs friendly to the government than the fuhje6t. — 
He modelled a-new the fevcral public offices, and 
appointed to each its feparate and independent bu- 
fincfs. The infinite fwarms of colleftors, andeverv 
«thcr dcfcription'’of individuals retained in the 
multifarious department of revenue, were preclud- 
ed, by pofitive orders, from exceeding their re- 
fpeftive and fpecific powers. The general office 
where thefe matters were finally adjufted, was re- 
moved from Moorfliedabad to Calcutta, and all 
the branches of finance brought imihediately be- 
fore the council. A board of infpcClion was at 
the fame time itiftituted for the controul of the 
public expenditure. 

The military operations could not be overlook- 
ed, under an adminiftration thus atlivc and enter- 
prifing. AH their mcafuics originated from the 
preffure of thofe accumulated c.\igeneie 3 to whith 
the Company’s affairs, both at home and abroad, 
were then reduced. EffeQual relief was vtnxioully 
expelled from the induftr)', the abilities, and the 
tirtuGs of the new prcfidcucy, who, equally folici- 

L tons 
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#ouS on their part to anfwer the intention of theif 
appointment, grappled fucccfsfully with the diffi- 
culties of their fituation, by improving to the ut- 
moft all the rcfources in their power. 

The Marrattos, early in 1772, invaded theRo- 
hilla eountrv, which, after a fhort bat incffcdual 
llrugglc, at Sukkertall, was abandoned to their 
mercy. Sujah ul Dowlah, alarmed by this formi- 
dable incurlion, on territories fo nearly connefted 
with his own, folicited aid of the Engliffi, who 
were then encamped at Denapore. A biigade im- 
mediately direded their march fcjr the territories 
of Oude. An order of council, however, hop- 
ped them at Benares. It was then the Rohilla 
chiefs agreed to pay the vizir fofty lacks of rupees, 
to proted them againft the Marrattos. But the 
approa''h'of the rainy fcafon foon cleared Rohil- 
cund 0^**1110 enemy. The vizir, notwithftanding 
his influence on this event is eltablifhed by no 
fads on record, inlfantly put in his claim for the 
flipulated rum. Hafez Rahmcl Cawn, who ma- 
naged the negociation for his countr)-men, did not 
at lirfl refiife the validity of the debt, but evaded 
payment probably in the cxpcdalionof convincing 
the vizir, that the demand was premature, as the 
bufiriefs on which it was founded being accom- 
plilhed by accident, had fupcrfcclcd thofc exer- 
tions for which the engagement took place. And 
it was not till the chiefs were provoked by the vi- 
zir’s importunity, that they boldly negatived his 
plea. A point into which the wary and ambitious 
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fubah had, by the whole of his condu6l from firft 
to laft, been anxious to enfnare or betray them. 

The ftrength and extent of the Marratto united 
ftates are now pretty accurately known. They in- 
habit the mountaneous wilds of Indoftan. Their 
territories, their armies, and their revenues are 
immenfe. They derive from the wifdom of their 
political inftitutions, tranquillity, and domeftic 
happinefs, in time of peace ; from their fituation, 
their wealth, their habits, and their national ge- 
nius, condu6l and enterprize in war. Shaw Allum, 
or the great mogul, wbofe anccllors had fubdued 
the empire, was now conncBcd with this warlike 
race by an aflignment of the provinces which he 
derived from the Knglifh, in the treaty of Allaha- 
bad. The prcfidency anticipated all the pernici- 
ous effeCls of this ralh conneftion. They confi* 
dered fuch an alienation of the Company;j/aona- 
tion to his Majefty, as a formal breach of their 
friendlhip on his part. They conftrued his pro- 
perty in the provinces in queltion to depend en- 
tirely on his perfonal polfeHion of them, but by no 
means to give him the right of ceding them to 
others. Rcfponfible to the vizir in fome meafure 
for the defence of his dominions againft every at- 
tack, the approximation of fuch hoftilc neighbours 
.menaced the tranquillity they expefted fiom the 
pacific mcafurcs they wiftied to purfue. Oude was 
,the barrier of Bengal. It was their interefi to pro- 
.teft the one for the fake of the other. The vizir's 
frontiers could not be expofed with fafety to their 
own. The enemy’s cavalry would be enabled, 
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from their filuation, to plunder and harrafs the 
Company's ally with impunity. Their inceflant 
depradarions might even difpofe him, from timi- 
dity, fcliiflinefs, impotence or policy, to leave the 
territories of the Company accefliblc to the enemy. 
F or thefe rcafons, it was unanimoufly rcfolved to 
take pofTeflion of what his majefty, by this mea- 
fure, had rclinquiflied, and gonfequcntly prevent 
the Marrattos av ailing themfelves of the grant they 
had obtained. 

This forcible feizure of Corab and Kurrah was. 
intended to operate as an effeftual check to all fur- 
ther connection or intcrcourfe with the emperor of 
India. The Company were engaged by folemn 
treaty to pay him an yearly fubhdy of twenty-fix 
lacks of rupees for his grant of tlie Dewannee of 
Bcng,al, Bahar and Oriffa. But the moment they 
affumi-'i this important office by the agency of their 
own fervants, they formally and avowedly violated 
the condition on wliich it wa^ originally obtained. 
This important iranfatiion was referved for the ad- 
tniniftration of Mr. Ilaftings, and it happened not 
long fubfequent to his being nominated governor 
of Bengal. 

Dazzled by the lullre of tlic imperial family, 
and anxious to refume a glory thus apparently ex- 
tinguifhed, his Majefty went to Dehli, the metro- 
polis of the empire, where he incurred a plenitude 
of additional contempt, by the idle parade of a 
coronation. This romantic attachment to the emp- 
ty pageantry of a royalty merely nominal, he ab- 
fiirdly conceived might contribute to realize his 

views 
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views or wifties of a more fubftantial aggrandize- 
ment. It was a fcheme which had fo abfolutely 
cngrofTed his attention and dcfires, that during his 
whole conne6tion and corrcfponclcnce with the 
Englifli, he conftantly urged them to affilt him in 
putting it in execution. Yet no fooncr was he en- 
abled to gratify his ambition by thus vifiting the 
relidencc and afeending the throne of his ancellors, 
than it was eagerly interpreted a dirilc£lion of their 
friendlhip. 

In faQ, he formed an alliance which they did 
not approve, their treafury was exhaufted, and they 
were prelTcd with difficulties which appeared infu- 
perable both in India and Europe. Thefc were 
the rcafons which induced them to with-hold the 
price while they retained the purchafe. Becaufe 
he was unfortunate, they were dctcrminec^Snc 
unjult. lie might have refumed the IWvannec 
on the fame principle which they urged as warrant- 
ing them to detain his tribute. But it was his for- 
tune to be weak, and theirs to be ftrong. In that 
cafe, (xditics are fcldom governed by equity ; and 
perhaps it were abfurd to cxpe£l a magnanimity in 
Calcutta fo rarely to be found in any other part of 
the world. So that it was not unnatural in a power 
which had already bereft his majefty of two hun- 
dred and twenty thoufand pounds a-ycar, to ufurp 
the diftrifts in queftion for the fake of difpofing of 
them to more advantage. 

The vizir was apprehenfive the Marrattos would 
endeavour to take polTeffion of their new tciritory 
by the route of'Rohilcund. Here the Britilh ar- 
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my were determined to difpute their claim. The 
firft brigade, confifting of one regiment of Euro- 
peans, fix battalions of fipoys, and twenty pieces 
of cannon, had therefore effcQed a junfiion with 
the troops of Sujah Dowlah and the Rohillas, and 
advanced to the banks of the Ganges by forced 
marches. 

The Rohilla country north of the river was in- 
cluded within the line of operation preferibed to 
the General on this expedition. In confequence 
of fuch a diferetionary latitude, the brigade pene- 
trated as far as Kamgcnt. The Marrattos, who had 
juft forded the river, re-crofled it with precipita- 
tion on their appearance, were purfued and pre- 
vented doing any other damage than merely burn- 
ing a few infignificant villages. The conduft of 
the Rdipllas on this occafion was undoubtedly equi- 
vocal. Tlie vizir deemed them perfidious, and was 
perfuaded by their motions that they wifhed to have 
alfifted the enemy. They did not join him until 
the allied army were prepared to ftorm their camp. 
The Britifii general pronounced them to be the 
moft treacherous of men, and propofed that we* 
fhould put the vizir in polTcflion of their country. 
The Marrattos hovered during the remainder of 
the campaign in the neighbourhood of the camp,' 
without any effort to bring on another aflion, or 
once daring to approach the borders of Corah. — 
And the troubles which arofc in their own proper 
dominions recalled them before the felting in of 
(he rains. 
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From this moment Sujah Dowlah became the ’ 
inveterate enemy of the'Rohillas. Chagrined by' 
their backwardnefs in literally fulfilling their en- 
gagements, he conceived them as having now add- 
ed treachery to evafion. He repeated his demand 
of the forty lacks, but with no better fuccefs, 
though his title was no longer difputable. He had 
even reafon to fufpefl a colufion between Hafcj!- 
Rhamet Cawn and the Marrattos. He arcufed 
him of fecretly encouraging and aiding them by 
money. He dreaded their machinations againll 
him. The Marrattos were his hereditary enemies, 
and would grafp with eagernefs at any pretext for 
involving him in war. And this would always be 
in their power, while the Rohillas, by their fitua- 
tion, could fo eafily foment a quarrel between them. 
Thus circumftanced, the only policy he 
profccute was the conqueft of their coy^ry. It 
was obvious, however, that the alliltancc of the 
Company’s troops was indifpenfiblc. And he re- 
peatedly urged their compliance with his wi.Ties 
in accomphlhing this favourite objed, both to the 
general in perfon and the prefident by letters. 

In confequcnce of thefe defigns, he earneltly 
prelfed and obtained a meeting with Mr, Haftings 
at Benaris, where a treaty was concluded with the 
vizir on thefe terms : That the grovinccs of Corah 
and Allahabad fliould be ceded to him, on condi- 
tion of his paying fifty lacks of rupees to the Com- 
pany, twenty of which in ready money, and the 
remainder in equal payments at the e.xpiration of 
one or two \icars. And the equivalent wh.'cli the 
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vi^lr yfa» to afford for the charge of their troops 
when fent to his affiflance at his requifition^ was 
Aipulated at two lacks and ten thoufand rupees per 
month. 

The origin of the Rohilla war has occafiooed fo, 
much altercation, has been fo violently attacketi 
and fo flrenuoufly defended, has produced indeed 
fuch a deluge of fophiftry on both lides, that the 
faff is not eafiiy difcriminated from the colonrixig 
with which it is recorded. It was, however, deter- 
mined fecretly, between the governor and the vi- 
zir, in a converfation which paffed at Benaris. — 
The objeft, which was the extirpation of the Ro- 
hilla.<!, feems from the firft to have been equally 
delireable to both. It was introduced, brought 
forward, and matured, in the cpurl’e of public bu- 
■fsttsA^wiih the moft confummate addrels. The 
orders of^the Company were againfl the meafure, 
and it evidently obtained, after much ferious dif- 
cuflion, the approbation both of the fclefl com- 
mittee and the board of council, rather in defe- 
rence to the fentiments and engagements of the 
prefident, than from any real conviflion of its pro- 
priety, expediency, or utility. It was propofed, 
in the firft inftance, to comply with the vizir’s re- 
quifition on terms which he was expefted to deem 
e.xtravagant and impr^flicablc. The artifice fuc- 
ceeded. He rejected the propofal with warmth. 
Being, however, thus formally adopted by govern- 
ment, he foon changed his mind, in the prefump- 
tion that they had gone too far to recede. He 
now, theiefore, demanded the afliftai\ce of the bri- 
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gade on the terms required, in reducing that pan 
of the country which lies between the Ganges and 
the mountains. To this objed the operations of 
the troops were reftrifted by the prefidency, who 
exprefied the moil cordial fatisfaflion on the requi- 
fition of Sttjah Dowlah, becaufe the abCence of the 
Marrattos would facilitate the conquefl in view, 
the troops would be preferved from inadion and 
relaxation of difcipline, the barrier of the vizir s 
dominions, in the defence of which we were fo 
deeply iotereded, would be at once llrengthened 
and extended, the revenues of our principal ally 
would derive from the acquifition confiderable aug- 
mentation, one third of the military charges would 
be ihved to the Company, and a fabftantial obli- 
gation conferred on a friend, whofe tried fidelity 
delerved whatever could be accomplifhed iiHlff* 
favour, and the fervice was finally to be Teanxded 
by forty lacks of rupees, which the vizir engaged 
to liquidate whenever the objefl of the war waa 
compleated. 

Rohilcund, from fituation, fertility, cultivation,^ 
and every other refpeft, was acquifition pecu- 
liarly defireable to the vizir. His territories to- 
wards that quarter were altogether without any na- 
tural barrier, and confequently expofed to incur- 
fion, either from the impotence, inattention, or 
treachery of the Rohillas, whole country was cal- 
culated to afford him an abfolute ihelter, by the 
Thibet mountains on the north, and on the fouth, 
and weft by the Ganges. The inhabitants confift- 
cd of two different claffes. Thofc wbo cultivated 

the 
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the land, and thofe who had the management of 
the civil and political inftitutions. The former, 
confiding of farmers, mechanics, raanufatturers, 
and dealers, were an induftrious, happy and prof- 
perous people, the defcendants of the Gentoos, 
innocent in their manners, united among them- 
felves, fcdulous, contented and fuccefsful in their 
humble occupations. The country was one beau- 
tiful garden, in which nature and art every where 
flione in the mod prolific exuberance. The go- 
vernment was in poffeflion of a tribe of Hagans or 
Pitans, who had conquered Rohilcund above fe- 
venty years ago, and had ever fince lived upon 
the fruits of it, without either alTiding in its culti- 
vation, or mixing with its inhabitants. They had 
not, however, abufed the trud they alTumed. Their 
rejgu had been profperous and humane. The lands 
were iLpt in a date of the highed cultivation, and 
all the duties, cudoms, or revenues, yielded with 
rcadinefs and fatisfaftion. The fubjecls were blef- 
fed with plenty, which they enjoyed without mo- 
Icdation. Atid they gave no indication of wifliing 
on any account to change cither their condition or 
their rulers. 

In the felt'd committee, November 26, 1773, 
the fiat was given for co operating with Sujah 
Dowlah, in fubjugating this rich and flourilhing 
country. Colonel Champion, the provifional 
commander in chief of the fecond brigade, was 
entruded with this fervice. He arrived within the 
territories of Oude, by the beginning of February, 
^ 774 ’ rhe Rohilla country was adually invaded 

a few 
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a few weeks after, by the whole united army 

The vizir forthwith difpatched feveral detachments 
of light infantry, to indulge the moll wanton and 
unprovoked outrages, and infeft the cottages of 
the poor, as well as the manlions of the wealthy, 
with all the horrors of war. The harmlefs inha- 
bitants were inftantly butchered or expelled, their 
property ruined, and their villages confumed by 
the flames. This was but an earneft of the tyrant's 
vengeance, which God in his wrath had dellined a 
Britilh army to execute. 

The Rohillas, fired by the fcenes of devallation 
which raged around them, crouded to the llandard 
which their chiefs had raifed in their defence, and 
regarded the approaches of the fubah with refent- 
mentand defiance. On the 23d of April, the ce- 
lebrated Hafez Rhamut appeared at the bSaJof 
forty thoufand brave men, in order of batffe, who 
determined to fell their rights and their lives as 
dearly as poffiblc. Our troops accepted the chal- 
lenge with their ufual fortitude. Animated by a 
confeioufnefs of fuperiority, from reputation, from 
difeipline, and from fuccefs, they prepared for 
the attack with that cool and temperate confidence, 
which never forfakes them in the hour of danger. 
The enemy fought in the pfefence of their for- 
tunes and families, if not with hopes of viftory, at 
lead with thofe of revenge. Life was no longer 
valuable to men who knew they mull lofe what- 
ever could render it defircable. Inflamed by all 
that is dear to the human heart, fury infpired them 
with courage, itnd danger taught them conduft. — 

Their 
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Their rockets, their matchlocks, and their artil- 
lery, were difcharged with unexpe£ied rapidity and 
refolution, and in various places galled our lines 
with coniiderable effcft. They even made fcveral 
attempts to charge, but the fire of our guns and 
mufquetry was irreliftible. Unable to advance,, 
and difdaining to retreat, they puflied with eager- 
nefs wherever the conflict was moll fierce ; and in 
proportion as they fwarmed to clofe with our ranks, 
the flaughter became incredible. Their vigorous- 
exertions, ncverthelefs, continued for hours equally 
ardent and obftinate. The Britilh gained not a 
fingle advantage but what refulted from their fu- 
perior fltill in the fcience of war. Notwithftanding. 
the torrent of fire which our army poured in upon- 
them with incelfant impetuofity, feveral of their 
advanced again and again with exemplary 
gallantly,, and pitched their colours between the 
two armies, urging their exhaufted followers to re- 
new the attack. It was not polTible for them, how- 
ever, to gain the day in fuch an unequal conteft. 
The intereft of the vizir prevailed, and the Englilh 
were vi^orious. Hafez Rhamut, whofe enlighten? 
ed mind, polifhed talents, beautiful poetry, and- 
amiable morals, endeared him to his friends, and 
rendered him the favourite of the age and nation 
where he lived, was^flain, rallying with great bra- 
very the fcattered remains of a broken and difpi- 
rited army. • The vizir, treacherous to the com- 
mander in chief, whom he promifed to meet in the 
field of battle, was content to fate his bloody mind 
with a fight of the carnage at a diftance. But no 

fooner 
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fooner were the enemy completely routed, than 
his horfc were kt loofe to plunder the camp, and 
ravage the country. Our troops, preferving their 
ranks and orders inviolate, were only heard to 
mutter, " Wc have the honour of the day, and 
" thefe banditti the profit." 

The cruelties that enfued were (hocking and dif- 
graceful. The ufurper indulged the baled propen- 
(ities of his nature with unbriddled ferocity. No 
rcmondrance of Colonel Champion could prevent 
the havock of the vanquifhed territory. For three 
whole days after the battle, the houfes of this fer- 
tile and well inhabited fpot were every where in a 
blaze. The family, the friends, and dependents 
of the unfortunate Hafez Rhamut, were expofed 
to di&onour, to infult, and even to want. The 
commander in chief made a feeling reprefcjsJat-aim ’ 
of their wretched fituation to the felefil <y)rfimittee, 
as his perfonal influence with the vizir could ob- 
tain for them no relief. He received an anfwer onr 
the 23d of May, in which arc thelc words; — 
*' It has been an invariable maxim in the policy 
of the Company’s government, in the execution 
** of any enterprizes which they have undertaken 
** in behalf of their allies, to interpofe their pro- 
“ tc6iion in favour of the conquered princes, for 
the fecurity of their lives and honour ; and it 
will unqueftioiiably be the care and attention of 
** this adminidrfttion, to adhere to this maxim, 
“ which has fo greatly contributed to the reputa- 
tion of the Britifli name, and to perform what 
may be inepmbent on them, on tlie prefent oc- 

cafion." 
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** ■ cafion.” Mr. Haftings^ however, who iikewiib 
prefided in this committee, roundly abandons thif^ 
forlorn family to the rigour of their fate, in a letter 
to the colonel, but four days afterwards, where he 
obfervcs, that “ to take the family of Hafez Rha- 
mut immediately under our proteftion, would 
furnilh him (the vizir) with a jyjl plea to refufe 
** his compliance with the ilipulation made for the 
•* prelent fervice, as it would in effe6t be to con- 
** quer the country for the Company, and not for 
« him." 

The cruelties of Sujah Dowlah was not confined 
to the didraded remains of this wretched houfe — 
All his prifoners experienced the fame unrelenting 
feverity. He kept them within .his forts, or remo^ 
ved them to Fyzabad, that he might not hear the 
Ttnf’res, or be teized by the importunities of th.e 
Englim.on their account. He intruded on the 
fecrecies of the women, by forcibly entering the 
Zenana, which is the groflefl infult that can be 
offered to the family of a noble Moor. He diveft- 
ed them of their trinkets and the ornaments of their 
drefs, provided them with no fuitable accommoda- 
tion, and even fuffered them to want tlic neceffa- 
mcaof life. Not 'lefs than two hundred women, 
many of whom were perfons of diftinftion, he or- 
dered to be driven from Beffoulee to his camp, al- 
moft naked, under a guard of fipoys. From Be- 
relly, or its neighbourhood, fevcral young women 
were alfo dragged from the arms of their agonizing 
relations, for the exprefs purpofe of proftitutiwi. 

„ . . Tbe 
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;The iboft ill'uilrious of tjaefe captives were equal- 
ly deftitute of food and raiment, covered with 
vermin, and reduced to the fevere neceflity of fup- 
plicating charity, which they aflually received from 
feveral Englilh gentlemen. His treatment of Ma- 
hubulla Cawn and his brothers was, if poflible, yet 
more criminal. Thefe men poffeffed a country 
worth, at leaft, twenty lacks of rupees per annum. 
In conlequence of the moft folemn alTurances of 
protection and fricndlhip, they Ihut themfelves up 
in Beffoulee, the capital of their diftrifts, where 
they obferved a ftriCl neutrality during the war. — 
He continued to applaud vheir conduct, by repeat- 
ing the ftrongeit profefliens of regard for their wel- 
fare. But the moment they were in his power, he 
put them under the rood rigorous confinement, 
denied them accefs to their families, robbed 
of their property, and ufed themfelves zypu their 
women not only with indignity and diflionour, but 
with cruelty. Thefe are the moving terms in 
which they deferibe their lituation, in their com- 
plaints to Col. Champion : He has deprived us 
** of our country, of our riches, and even of our 
** honour ; and not fatisfied with that, he is going 
“ to fend us prifoners to Fyzabad. We defire 
** no country, no riches, no houfes ; but at Bof- 
” fualee arc the tombs of our noble anceftors! — 
*' Near them, under fome lltade, we beg permif- 
” fionto fpend the remainder of our days as Fa- 
** quiers. Relying on the vizir's promifes, we re- 
** mained in this country, otherwife we fhould have 

flqd as the otlv:r chiefs did, and have preferved 

“ our 
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OUT characters and lionours. Thefe hC has t9> 
ken away with our effcds. And how he hasdir- 
honoured us is known to all.'* 

During the perpetration of thefe outrages againft 
numbers of helplefs women and children, whofe 
hulbands and fathers had fallen in an abortive 
druggie to preferve their independence, the Britifh 
army, fubjefted to the vizir s controul, were drag- 
ged from place to place, at his caprice., Fiaulla 
Cawn^fled at the head of his furviving countrymen, 
and encamped in a place of great natural drcngtfe, 
among the mountains at the extremity of Rohil- 
cund. Colonel Champion had probably incurred 
the vizir's difplcafure, by interefting himfelf in be- 
half of the army, in dividing the fpoil of thevan- 
quiftied, in endeavouring to rcftrain the depreda- 
■“risRs of the vizir’s cavalry againft an innocent and 
defencclefs people, and efpecially in his humane 
attempts to procure for the prifoncrs fome mitiga- 
tion of their meicilefe treatment. His efforts to 
obtain an honourable negotiation for Fizulla Cawn, 
and acting as a mediator between the principals 
in the war, ^.as dill more offenfive, though the 
vizir had the addrefs for the prefont to conceal his 
refentment. The viClor would allow no abatement 
in the terms hq propofed, and Fizulla Cawn deemed 
them, from the temper of the chiefs connected with 
him, to be iippraClicahlc. The governor or pre- 
ddent agreed in every thing with the vizir, and 
condemned at the fame time the interference of 
the commander in chief. Our troops were confe- 
qucntly ordered, without further regard to time oi’ 
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to accompliih the leduflion of the eneiay. 
The feled: committee who diredied the war re- 
newed their inftruQions to the colonel, in thefe 
words : ** You are authorized and directed by us 
to purfue the moft vigorous meafures, in con- 
«* jun6Uon with the vizir, effeftually to reduce the 
** Rohilla army, without confining your operations 
” tothe Rohilla dominions." The army^roceeded 
accordingly within a few miles of lAlldong, where 
the Rohillas had fortified thcmfelves in a very 
ftrong poll. Here they were foon reduced to ex- 
tremity for want of provifion. A ficknefs at the 
lame time broke out in their camp, which daily 
carried off great numbers. Wilhing rather tt) 
llarve them into a fiirrender, than rifque the brigade 
in an attack which could not fucceed but under 
peculiar difadvantages, and with a prodigious effu- 
lio/i of human blood, Colonel Champion fuf- 
pended his operations to wait the refult of thefe 
circumllances. His conduB was juilified by the 
confequence. They redoubled their earneftnefs 
in prelHng an accommodation. Fizulla Cawn prer 
fented himfelf before the conquerors, and the vi- 
zir, in confideration of his confidence, agreed that 
he fhould have a jaghirc or dillriQ of fourteen 
lacks, and feventy-five thoufand rupees a year; 
and that he fhould be allowed five thoufand meq 
in his fervice ; but that in return he fliould deliver 
up one half of his treafure to the vizir, fubmit to 
him as his valfal, and pay him military tribute. 

Thus ended a war, undertaken againfl the ex- 
prefs prohibition of the Company, and even, in 

M 
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fome meafare, without their kiiDwledge* in which 
an army of Britiih foldiers afted as mercenaries 
under a foreign prince, for the unequivocal pur- 
pofe of procuring their employers a fum of money, 
by which a race of men were fiaughtered or ex- 
tirpated, who were at leaft inoftenfive to their 
neighbours, who certainly never injured the £ng- 
lilh, and under whofe mild and humane govern- 
ment the country flourilhed, and its inhabitants 
were happy. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VI. 

A PienijMtentiary from, his Britannic Majefy appears, 
on the Coaji of Coromandel — The Fall of Taiyore 
•—Lord Piget's appointment — He reflores the King 
«f Tanjare — Is put under Military Arr^l—Ditjt 
tn Confinement — Three of the Majority who ^e^ed 
this IffiureBion tried and condemned by an Englijfi 
Jury. 

wredt of the Aurora frigate, which pro- 
i)ably foundered in fome of thofe numerous flreights 
■or fiteives fo common and dangerous in the eailern 
ocean, put a melancholy end to all expedation^s 
infpired by the commilfion of Supervifors in 1 769. 
The fquadron which carried out the new Commif- 
fioners was commanded by Sir John Lindfay, an 
officer of dillinguiffied merit in bis profeffion. He 
was at the fame time appointed by the Company 
fuperintendant of their concerns in the Gulph of 
Perfia, and commander in chief of all their ihips, 
frigates and armed veiTels in India. Government 
invefted him with powers ftill higher. He carried 
with him credentials under the great feal to appear 
and ad in India as plenipotentiary of his Britannic 
Msgefty, efpecially to his Excellency the Nabob 
of Arcot, who had become an ally of the crown by 
the eleventh article of the treaty of Paris. 

M a Having 
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Having remained feme months on the Malaber 
eoaft. Sir John arrived at Fort George in the end 
pf July, 1770, where a tedious and intricate alters 
cation tooK place, between him, as .his Majefty's 
plenipotentiary, and the gentlemen of the prefi- 
dency. He requefted them to join him in paying 
the ufual honours in delivering his Majefty's letters 
and prefents to the nabob of Arcot, and that they 
ihould alfifl; in the ceremonial cuftomary on fuch 
occaftons, by the perfonal attendance of the gover- 
nor and council, the gentlemen of the fettlement 
both civil and military^r and by falutes from the 
forts and ihips in the road. But all tranfadions 
and negociations with the princes of India having 
been hitherto conducked by the Company's fervants, 
■Who were generally confidered as charged with the 
intereft and exercife of the Biiti/h power in thefe 
|iarts, they declined a compliance with the Pleni- 
potentiary’s requifition, left by their means the in- 
fluence and concerns of their conftituents might 
fuffer diminution. 

Notwithftanding the obftinacy of the prefidency. 
Sir John inftantly waited on the nabob, and laid 
his commilTion and inftrufiions before him. He 
affured the nabob of his Majefty's friendlliip and 
proteftion, which he was wxious and determined 
10 continue and extend to all his allies in every 
part of the world, that all the credit and ability 
of the Englifh adminiftration were pledged to fe- 
cure the Carnatic to the nabob and hi$ pofterity ; 
that whatever his grievances were, he might de- 
pend on receiving fubftantial i:gdre(s by laying 

then) 
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them at the foot of the throne ; and that, as Ple- 
nipotentiary from the Britiih court, he was em- 
powered to demand, in his Majeity's name,- a com- 
plete .account of the nabob's tranfaBions with the 
Company or their agents fitice the treaty of Paris, 
as upon corre€l information his affairs might lhare 
the advantage of his Msyefty's paternal govern- 
ment. 

The nabob replied to thefe gracious afllirances 
in terms of the fincereft gratitude. Words were, 
indeed, inadequate to his fentiments. He was at 
the fame time not without his fears, that claiming 
the attention of the crown might be attended with 
danger, as the individuals who now filled the prc- 
fidency might frill •continue to poffefs the power 
which had in fo many inftances already oppreflbd 
him. He was aware the royal interference, liow- 
ever kindly intended, might have a different ope- 
ration, by the paflions of jealoufy and chagrin it 
would infallibly excite. The fate of Surajah Dow- 
lah, Meer Jafficr, and Coflim Ally, were confrant-< 
ly before his eyes, and made him tremble for his 
own. Apd he fhuddered to give thofe men offence, 
whole refentments were implacable in proportion 
to their power of indulging them. The fupport, 
however proper and indifpcnfible to his exiftcnce, 
was moreover diftant and uncertain, while the ene- 
my were at hand, and ready to. feize every oppor- 
tunity of wrecking their vengeance on the wretch 
who, defencelefs as he M'as, durft appeal for pro-( 
te6lion and relief from the grafp of tyranny, or 
the rage of peculation. 

M 3 
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The conftaint and familiar imercotirie which 
^fted between the nabob and the king's miniftery 
was a fouree of great and habitual uneafineis to the 
prefidcncy. The animofity which k produced in- 
grolTed their whole attention. A corre^ndence 
enfued, in which their paffions were not a Iktle in- 
flamed, as their pride was hurt and their eharaders 
at iflue. The plenipotentiary urged them on to- 
pics which they thought were not within his cogni- 
zance. His powers authorized him to apply fbr 
an accurate ftatement of all their tranfadions with 
the nabob of Arcot fince the late treaty of Paris. 
He announced it alfo to be his Majefty's pteafure, 
that he Ihould enquire with the utmoft care into 
the caufes of the late war with the Subah of the 
Decan and. Hyder Ally, and the reafons of its un- 
fortunate confequencc. Thefe powers he ftated in 
fuch a ilriking variety of different and impoiftant 
lights, and prefled them on the gentlemen of the 
prefidcncy .in a manner fo forcible and conclufive, 
that they loft all temper, and had recourfc to fach 
paffionate and unguarded language, as gave him 
a manifeft advantage in the argument. They Rea- 
dily pcrfiftcd, however, in maintaining the ground 
on which they originally declined afting with him. 
as the miniftcr of the king. They confequently • 
wilhed him to underftand them as finaHy determin- 
ed to be heartily difpofed to give him their beft 
Council, whenever and upon whatever fubje£t he- 
fliould require it, fo for as they deemed themfelves 
at liberty, confiftently witlj their oath and covenant 
to the Company, and that they fliould thankfully 
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'ftdifept of his coanfel arid aid upon all fuch occa- 
fions as they were taught or authorifed by their 
eonftitUents to receive or foHcit them. 

Thefe contefts threw the whale prefidency into' 
parties, and the nabob’s refpea for their authority 
was evidently lelTened. The great bufinefs of the 
Carnatic, which Was always managed iu concert 
with him, was for the prefent at a Hand, as the na- 
bob prefumed on the friendlhip (hewed him by the 
mintiler of the crown, and they conftantly anfwered 
every reqailkion made to them from him, by fe- 
rioudy observing, that as his Majcfty had fent out 
fuch extraordinary powers to India, they could do 
nothing. Thus, by the intrufion of a miniftcrial 
manoeuvre, the government of the Company on 
the Madras eftablifhment underwent a temporary 
fiafpenfion. The Company's fervants came at lall 
to the refolution of putting ah end to an inter- 
courfe, which produced nothing but recrimination. 
'I'hey confequcntly told the plenipotentiary, very 
roundly, that they had no leifure for the pfofccu* 
tion of fuch a warfare. ** Wc defoe to take our 
** leave of controverfy with you. We have not 
** any time for fuch an employment. If the Com- 
** pany had thou^t we ihould have been thus har- 
** rafied/ they would probably have engaged a- 
proper number of controverfial writers in their 
** ferviee. Wc leave you the field open. Advife 
** ite to onr doty, Ccnfiire us for neglcding it.— 
** Aeproackus for ill-ufing the prince of- the coun- 
** try. Continue to plead his cairl'e again ft the in- 
** terefts andjights of the. country. And tell us 

M 4 « if 
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** it is for the benefit of the nation. AfCert tVhar 
" you picafe. Be as fevcre as you pleafe. We 
" fhall be filent here^ and if we reply at all> it 
fliall be in another place." 

It is not improbable that the intrigues of the na- 
bob were at the bottom of this political contention. 
II is powetj from our exertions in his favour, had 
by this time obtained a very confiderable eftabHflt- 
ment. He had fettled in Madras, with a view, it 
was believed, of gaining an afcendancy over the 
gentlemen of the fettlement, and by various means 
to intereft them pcrfonally in the profperity of his 
family and affairs. His army were modelled and 
difeiplined after the European fafhion, commanded 
by Englifti officers, and recruited by vaft numbers 
of fugitive Europeans. His dignity and influence, 
conneded with flrong ambition, and fpecious abi* 
lity, were, in confequence of thefe advantages^ 
acknowledged in every part of India. 

It was the policy of the times to embrace every 
objed which promifed an extenfion of prerogative. 
The defpotic purfuits of government were fuffici* 
ently palpable in an interference with the condud 
of the Company, both at home and abroad. Great 
unpopularity was incurred, and a very ferious con-- 
trovedy occafioned by the meafure. In following 
up, the lame fatal fyllcm, it was now conceivedthat 
the crown fhould fuperintend the affairs of the 
Company ; and, in confequence of the various op- 
preflions to which the princes in the country were 
fubjeded, ncgociate treaties, and ellablilh con- 
iicdious in India, totally diftind and feparate from 

that 
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thatt body. To fubftantiate a fcheme thus favour- 
able to the encroachments of power. Sir John 
Lindfay had been invefted with tbefe extraordt. 
nary and alarming powers, in^ which he now ap- 
peared on the coaft of Oriilk and Coromandel. 

Mr. Haftings probably never rendered the Com- 
pany more eflential fervice, than by his found and 
fteady advice in the dete£lion and defeat of this 
€ontra£led policy. He was fecond in council at 
the time ; and it is not very difhcult to perceive his 
fagacity, perfeverance, and difcernmcnt, in the 
manner in which the argument is taken up and 
profecuted to a conclufion. Its operation, how- 
ever, in fpite of all their endeavours to keep the 
natives ignorant of what was going forward, was 
vifiblc and ferious. The fervants of the Company 
had not been very liberal in their deferiptions or 
acknowledgments of any fuperior authority. The 
Indian powers at lead betrayed their ignorance of 
that circumftance, by the aftoniihment they ex- 
prefled at the intelligence they had probably beard 
of the king and parliament of Great Britain. But 
the fun^ons connefled with thefe charaders, few 
or none of them could poflibly underftand. They 
confidered the Company, perhaps, as the fountain 
of the Britidi power. They fay their fervants en- 
joying a plenitude of authority which exceeded 
that of their greated potentates. They witneded 
the- fuperior proweis of their armies, and they con- 
dandy heard their orders appealed to as fovercign 
and inconteilible. But when they were told that 
this omnipotent Company confided only of a pri- 
vate 
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vate fbciety of merchants, that none of its mtstitbefd 
had the honour to fill any important department of 
fiate, and that the whole fyftem which they had 
feen produce fuch effeds in India, and to which 
they had looked up from the firlt with reverence 
and admiration, was if ill under the check and con- 
troul of one every way fuperior, they awoke as 
from a dream, and began to regard the individuals, 
who had degraded their official capacity by vena- 
Hty or infolence, as occupying only a fubordinate 
fphere. They foon found that the powers of this 
mighty body were only delegated, that they were 
obtained and held merely for a fpecilic term of years, 
and that they were to look elfewhere for all future 
conne£fions. And it is eafily conceived how their 
pride and felf-importance would fwcll, when, in- 
ftead of abjed dependents on the Cwnpany or 
their agents, they were taught t6 confider them* 
lelves as friends, allies, fovercigns and equals^ by 
diat fupreme over-ruling power with whom,- liK 
then, they were in fome degree unacquainted. 

The gentlemen of the prefidency, who wcftffc on 
the fame ipot, and underffood, from long and in- 
timate acquaintance, the temper arid fentimeMs of 
the natives, in their general letters to the court of 
Direffors, of July, 1771, expofe with great ener* 
gy the pernicious eflf'efifs of this interference.— 
** It has always been our opinion, " fay they,” that’ 
with your authority we had that' of ottr fovereign 
** and nation* delegated to us through you, -for ma- 
** naging the important concerns of our cotmtfy', 
** under this- prefidency. It M.nfion the preva- 
lence 
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tence of ihis opinfoii in IncHa, thait our 
*< ence and yoiar iniereft are vita^ ftnmded. It 
** waa in the confidence of this opinion, dsac your 
fervants, exerting all their vigour, aoqttined finch 
** power and weakh for their counstiy. But tf this 
** opinion be forfeited, they can- neither a& with 
** %inc nor foccefs; for under the controuii of a 
** faperior eommiffioB, they daae not, they caro- 
** not ettert the powers with which they alone aae 
" entrufted ; their weaknefs and difgraee beoooie 
confpicitous, and they are held in derifloa by 
•• your enemies." 

They continue in z chain of the OQoft ibnrible 
end conelufive reafoning to arraign die condu& of 
miirifteps, in an attempt to enfiiare and furprife 
them, by the introduction of a power akogether 
new and extraordinary in thefe patrts. This was 
not, in their opinion, neceflary to heighten their 
authorky, by the fanCiion of his Majefty's name^ 
which they had without any fpecial iaterpofitaon, 
and which, added m this manner, ftamped all dw 
former proceedings of the Company with illegality 
and'ufurpation. TheyaUedged that itwas intended 
to terrify them into a furrender of thmr delegated 
authority, or to render them obje^s of juft pro- 
fcnptton. They complained that the plempoten- 
fiofy's powers extended only to an uncandid efl« 
guiry into their part mcafures, an ungenerous cen- 
firre of their conduCt, a demand of their records, a 
partial indication of the nabob's allegations, in op* 
poifitiontothe rights of the Company, and a gene- 
ral deportment tending to diuiinilb their confe- 

qucnce 



ty2 tRANSAChONS IN INDIA. 

quence in the eyes of their allies and enemie$.<^ 
They confidered it as unconftitutionah to apply 
the great feal of Great Britain to the hidden pur> 
pofes of lettres de cachet^ or to fend out fecretly the 
whole powers of prerogative, for the foie end of 
opprefiing the Company’s fervants, in a filuation 
where they could have no poflible recourfe to 
the advice of law. They regarded themfelves as 
their predeceflbrs were, the only legal reprefenta-* 
tives of the Britilh government in that remote part 
of his Majefly’s dominions. Officers of the higheft 
commiffion from the crown had afled under then>, 
as in other colonies of the empire. And they did 
not think themfelves at liberty to furrender their 
authority, in defiance of their duty to their fove> 
reign, their country, or their trull. They had no 
fuch intimation from the Direflors, their immediate 
fuperiors. And they concluded by obferving, that 
the forces they commanded Ihould forthwith be 
coniigned into the hands of the crown, and trans> 
ferrcd with the plenary powers to the abfolute dU 
re£lion and difpofal of his Majefty's miniller. 

The fide to which the nabob leaned during the 
pendency of this ardent conteft, the folicitude of 
the Plenipotentiary to intereil himfelf in his affairs, 
and the ardour which appeared in his correfpon> 
dence with the prefideney to criminate the mannea 
in which they had condufled themfelves to that 
prince, interrupted for a while the harmony which 
had formerly fubfilled between the fervant^ of the 
Company and their ally. An event, however, was 
now on the tapis, which in its formation, progrefs, 

and 
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and termination, feems to have qualhed all '^ffer« 
ences, and united them more intimately than ever. 

The Carnatic was not only infefted liy ftraggling 
parties of the Marrattos, and various groupes of 
banditti which hovere'd on its frontiers, but feveral 
of its dependent Rajahs, Zemindars, and Ptdygars, 
were ftill refradory, and declined the punSual dif- 
charge of their refpe^ive tributes. Moft of thefe 
were eafiiy reduced. The King of Tanjore was 
the moft formidable. He was connefied with fome 
of the moft refpedable powers in India. His 
wealth, on fuch a theatre of political venality, 
rendered his fituation at once invidious and con- 
fpicuous. For here, more perhaps than in any 
other country, the only infallible proteflion againft 
depredation and outrage is poverty and infignift* 
cance. 

This Rajah, who owes lb much celebrity to his 
fufferings, is one of thofe Gentoo princes whofe 
anceftors were never entirely fubdued by the Tar- 
tars. He had been fijtr years in the ftrifkeft alli- 
ance with the Company and the nrimb, and en- 
gaged with them in the joint perils and fortunes of 
former wars. By the treaty of Paris, Salabatjing 
was recognized fubah of the Decan, and Maho- 
med Ali Cawn nabob of the Carnatic. Thefe ar- 
rangements were chiefly prefcribed by the Englilh, 
and the Mogul readily granted, from time to time, 
fuch powers on his part as were neceflary to give 
them validity and eScEt, Accounts were confe- 
quently liquidated, and a convention, under the 
jiutliority and guarantee of the Company, between 

their 
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their own aljirst itnssediateiy took piece for that 
pnffKxfe- Whatever arresHrs were tiue to the Mo- 
Qii, at well u his foiwre mbote, the nahob Ar- 
CQt was appokited to receivci widi the allowance 
of a hawhbHK pcetniain for his trouble. The 
CoBapaoy referved to tbemfelves the right of fee- 
ing this trail properly ful&led. The right of the 
K> his ieveral devnimons were likewHe eila- 
bii&ed. Subfequeflft to tbefc tran£i£lions the nai- 
boh and Rs^ah were connefled 'm a variety of us- 
dettakiogs. In fettling their refpeflive ciLaiiBS» in 
confequence of thefe new angagcinents, the Raji^ 
iididled that he ought to be allowed for certain ari- 
litacy ffervices perfonned for the nabob ; somI the 
nabob, diat he was entitled to the fums Ripulaied 
by rise late convention, withont any abatement. 

The fevcral powers in whofe meafures the pre- 
fidemy at this time were moll deeply interefted, 
went die Marratcos, the Nabob, and the Rajah.-— 
The former difeovered the Arongeft anxiety for 
engaging >the Compaaiy in an offenfive alliance, 
not for their alfillance in the field. They were 
thenofielves mone than a match for Hyder Ally.— . 
Jhit they very lincerdy wiihed to inveigle us into 
fuch a C(9ime6lioi!i, as might determme us to take 
an a£liv(& part in the deHruSsoa of his capitsds, 
that they might have nothing further to dnead from 
our fahfet^aent attachment to the fbitumes of their 
enemy. To this xnealure due Nabob had taught 
them to believe, that tliey had it in their power to 
threaten or compel us when they plsafed. And 
be was the more intereAed in the .accoo^Ulhment. 

of 
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of fush an alUp^tce, tbftt he «xpeded to hatve ob* 
taine4 in ret«WD a coo&derahk flwe of the coa. 
qucred temtpviea* The king of Taiqore had al- 
ways been apprehenfive that the Nabob wifiied to 
poffels hindelf of hb country the moment he was 
ablC} but his apprehenhons were more than ever 
conbcmed, fiince the arrival of the Britifii Pleni- 
potentiary. He was confequently tklirous of in- 
volving the CarnatiC) in proportion as his own faie- 
ty depended on the inability of the Nabob. And 
the Marrattos feemed prepared for any enterprize 
that would moft effedually prevent our aililling 
Hyder« and command our acquiefcence in the 
terms they propofed. 

It might have been expefled. that, thus fituated^ 
the preiidency of Madras would have endeavpur- 
ed to compromife the difference between the 
Nabob and the Rajah. They adopted, however^ 
an oppofite policy, and laid it down as a principle 
in their confultations ora the fubjed, that the Rajah 
was by much too powerful for hisfituaiion, and that 
his reduHion was in fome degree neceilary to the 
peace of the Carnatic. Under the influence of 
this conclufion, an expedition againft Tahjore was 
planned and executed, in concert with the Nabob, 
id the Utter end of 1771. The king's minifteron 
the coaft was acceflary to the meafure, and gave 
it all the encouragement in his power, though the 
feafon obliged him to leave the road before its 
completion. 

The Connpany’s troops were commanded by 
General Smith, who w^ enjoined to do nothing 

but 
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Iwt with the advice of Omdal ul Omrah Behauder, 
the nabob’s eldeft foa. The army was thirty-iix 
days before Tanjore. A breach was made in the 
-walls, which the Englifh, in revenge for the lives 
that were loft before the place, panted to ftorm. 
There was not an individual in the army who 
doubted the fuccefs of the enterprize, when the 
young nabob prevented the hazard of a repulle, by 
concluding a peace with the Rajah. The army 
were enraged from their difappointment of the 
plunder they expeded from the capture of the 
town. It was an event fo little forefeen, that the 
news of it was every wliere received with furprife. 
The terms, though adequate to the caufes afligned 
for the war, were not fatisfadory. The Nabob’s 
fbn protefted that he was guided by the advice of 
General Smith, and that matters were precipitated 
by the levcrity of the rains, the iicknefs which pre- 
vailed in the camp, and a ftrong probability that 
the Marrattos approached to the relief of Tanjore, 
The general conCdercd the honour of the army 
as facriheed in this inftance, by a confpiracy be- 
tween the Nabob and his fon. The Nabob found it 
sdCo convenient to diiTemble the greateft chagrin 
and refentment at a traufa3ion fo unequal to his 
wiihes. But the difpleafure of the prefidency was 
exprefled iu the moil pointed and explicit language. 
They declare to Genenl Smith, ” That in the 
** very commencement of peace they fhouU be 
♦* providing as if they were on the very eve of a 
war.” The principles, however, in which the 
unpopularity of the peace origioated are pretty 

obvious. 
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envious.' The legri dadins of the troops to the 
booty, which the riches of the rajah protnifed on 
the reduSion of his capital iictc defeated. The 
creditors of the Nabob had been given to nnder- 
ftatid, at the fame time, that the treafures of Tan- 
jore would be put in his poflcffion, and that then 
his accounts would be liqnidated. The govern- 
ment of Madras was alfo deceived. Co-operating 
with the nabob, in his hoftilities agaitift their all)', 
put an end to their connexion'; and aS itdeftroyed 
all his future expeflations in the treaty of Paris, it 
expofed the Carnatic to the exafperated intrigues 
of a man whofe fituation had become defperate. 

All the hopes which the Nabob had entertained 
of fifpport from the crown, in' oppofition to the in- 
tereft of the Company, as exhibited and main- 
tained by their fervants,- were, aS he had fhrewdly 
fufpefted, ultiniately vifionary. The remonftran- 
cesOfSir John Lindfay had, perhaps, not fulHci- 
ently confulted the perfonal confequence of tltfc 
gentleincn who managed the concerns of the Com- 
pany,- to produce any fubftantial efleft. He was 
fuperfeded by Sir Robert Harland- in the fame im- 
portant truft, who was invefted by the fame pow- 
ers, and inftrufl'cd to perfevere in aceottiplifliing 
the fame objeft. HiS fceeption, notwithftanding 
the orders of the Direftors to treat him with all 
that politenefs and refpeft due ro his ftaiion and 
charaftcr, was ftill cold and diftant. He avowed 
it as OTe principal end of his commiffion,- to urge 
the tfaims of the Nabob, and to obtain, if poffibk, 
la more feduloul attention to his interefts, from the 

N gentle- 
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gentlemen of the prefidency. He aflefted the* 
riglit which the Nabob had to rely for fupporl and 
proteftion from the -crown. He reprobated with 
feverity the oppofition given to the leall appear* 
ance of fubdantiating the(e natural and well-ground^ 
ed expeSaiions. He refolved the obvious jealoufy 
which influenced the members of the council into 
a narrow and millaken policy. And he upbraided 
them with cenfuring a meafure which he conceived 
to be the facred privilege of Majefty. This» how- 
ever, proved to be no more than the ftrong un- 
meaning phrapology of official profeffion. The 
Britifli goverment w^as too wife to perfift in realiz- 
ing projefts incompatible with the Company’s prof- 
perity. The firmnels of the prefidency difpofed 
Sir Robert to relax his tone. When the paffions 
of both parties gave way to mature rcfle6tions, 
mutual complaifance took place, and a cordial ex- 
change of good offices didinguiihed their fubfe- 
quent intercourfe. They were henceforth a» 
clofely united in facilitating, as they had widely 
differed before in their opinions concerning the 
jnterefts of the Nabob. He was himfelf the foie 
occafion of the cont roverfy, and it afforded him 
thofe ufcful inllru6tions» that all application to 
Other refources than his own prudence for redrefa 
under the wrongs he fuffered from the prefidency* 
were vain and nugatory ; that, as he was circum- 
ftanced, no fyflem whatever would operate effec- 
tual relief, in which their ftation, their confe- 
qUence, and their expe^ations, were not properly 
confuitedj and that the mod folenan affurances of 

European 
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European monarchs were not more certain or un- 
equivocal, than thofe of Indian Rajahs, Nabobs, 
Governors and Subahs. 

The only aftive fervite which the troop^ had 
undertaken, fubfequent to the Tanjore expedition, 
was the redu6^ion of the Marawar and Nalcooty 
PoUigars. Thefe countries lie by the fea fide, on 
the frontier of Tanjore, and have always been 
deemed dependencies of (he Carnatic. They are 
inhabited by a brave, induftrious, and independent 
people, who, from their habits of life, their mode 
of defence, their natural fituation, and their con- 
tempt of danger, have never perhaps been wholly 
fubdued. Inacceffible hills, and impenetrable 
woods, afford them a fecure retreat from every 
enemy. To thefe faftnefles they retire when pur-' 
filed, and iffue from them at plcafure, to take ad- 
vantage of the invaders. They have always held 
their lands by a kind of military tenure, by which 
they attend their refpeftive chieftains to the field. 
They are fierce and barbarous to none but fuch a? 
vilit them with hoftile intentions. They have the 
craftinefs of all rude nations befet with powerful 
neighbours, an.\ious to rediicc and enfiave them. 
The Nabob avows no other reafon for invading the 
powerful habitations of thefe innocent people, but 
riiat they were backward to pay a tribute extorted 
from them by force of arms. And he Icems to 
have been fulpefled both by the gentlemen of the 
council and the officers of the army, to aim ratlier' 
at extirpation than tonqWefl. The fortificaiiion's, 
though numerous, were only defended by a rthblt?, 
i N a aud 
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and confequently foon reduced. It was impoffibltr 
to draw the enemy into any formal engagement. 
On the approach of the Englifh, expe6ling a con- 
tinuation of their ancient privileges, they remuned 
at their ploughs, and in fome meafure facilitated 
the means of conquering their chiefs. When moft 
of the forts bad fallen into our hands^ they re- 
mained for the mod; part neutral, until they un- 
derftood that the Nabob meant to rob them of thofe 
lands which they hoped to have retained. This 
policy threw the whole country into a flame. The 
ploughman every where took arms, and the villa- 
ges were inftantly converted into fo many camps 
of obfervation. Soldiers as well as ploughmen, 
they could appear in what fliape they pleafed, with 
or without arms, but were furc never to expofo 
thenafclves but where they had manifeftly the ad- 
vantage. It was therefore reprefented to the Na- 
bob, and the Prefidency, in a manner that did ho- 
nour to the feelings of Colonel Bonjour, who com- 
manded in the Nalcooty province, that this mode 
of fettling the country would require extreraitie& 
of a Ihocking nature. Nor then would he pro- 
mife, that matters fhould be fo adjufted as to pro- 
duce fatisfadion. He flatcd, that the villages 
were generally abandoned by the men as the troops 
advanced; that whatever baggage remained be- 
hind with fuch draggling parties as followed the 
detachment, were taken by thofe villagers; that 
as the aggrelTors were not to be found, and repri- 
fals were indifpcnfible, he was under the neceflity^ 
of burning the cottages of the poor, and otherwiie* 

„ . pimiUhing 
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ponifhing the innocent and helplefs, who, inca- 
pable a* they were of doing them any injury, could 
neither efcape nor refift the refentment of an en- 
raged foldiery. 

It is obfervable in the hiftory of thefe tranfao- 
tions, how often the moll (hocking details of war, 
from fcenes of cruelty and horror, are replete with 
leflbns of mercy. But thefe defcriptions, even 
under the fandion of official dilpatchcs, are feldom 
intereding to trading politicians, whofe minds are 
folely engroffed by articles of lofs and gain, who 
fend forth their armies, as they do their (hips, on 
principles of calculation, and who edimate their 
military operations only by the fources of profit 
which they lay open, or the means of peculation 
which they procure. Thefe humane emotions in 
the bread of a foldier, indead of exciting any 
fympathetic fenfations, werereprelTed by the dudied 
filence of the council, and he was coolly enjoined 
to continue his exertions, which Ik did muil the 
death of Tandwaray Pilla, the chief of the coun- 
try, rendered them unnecefl'ary. 

This difgraceful campaign feems no improper 
epitome of all the Company's w’ars in the vicinity 
of their fcvcral fcttlements. Whatever country 
promifes the cheaped conqued, anfwers mod effec- 
tually the views of ambition, or is on the whole 
hed calculated to repay the expcnce of e-xtermi- 
nating its inhabitants, falls within the fatal circle 
of their military indruftions. And whether it is 
fituated on the one extremity of Indodan or 
^he other, thc’Company’s allies mud be affided, 

X 3 - their 



|89 transactions in INDIA. 

their troops employed, their territories enlarged, 
their treafure improved. Though the people who, 
in thefe cafes, never have the faculty of ele£iion, 
would rather embrace than oppofe them, though 
their manners may be as unprovoking as their lives 
may be ufeful, they may unfortunately have of- 
fended fome bafe unprincipled knave of ftate, who 
has the addrefs to fatiate his revenge on his foes by 
means of his friends. It was thus with Rohilcund, 
with Nalcooty, and with Marawar. General Smith 
headed the expedition againft this diftritt in perfon. 
No regular force once appeared to intercept his 
march. The natives only made a Hand in the de- 
fence of Ramanadaporam, the capital of the pro- 
vince, the feat of their government, the refidencc 
of their chiefs, and the fttonghold where they de- 
pofited their treafure, and to which they repaired 
on the appearance of danger. The Britifh artillery 
foon breached the walls, and Major Braitbewaite's 
grenadiers carried the affault fword in hand. The 
Coleries were animated with -fury. There were 
in the fort about three thoufand armed men. A 
few took refuge in the palace, and faved their lives, 
as the firft confufion was over before our troops 
advanced; but far the greater number bravely died 
in the breach, or threw tbcmfclves over the walls. 
In this manner was ^n expedition of the Compa- 
ny's troops completed, about thq beginning of 1 773, 
in which the moll remarkable tranfaflion is per- 
haps the recrimination which took place between 
^be young Nabob and the officers of the Britifh ar- 
my, conpernipg the diftribution of the booty .-r 

When 
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When he was bat biffed by the foldiers who fought 
his battles, the gentlemen of the prcfidency were 
alarmed, refented the infult, and interrogated the 
general. The remonftrance of thofe who conceiv- 
ed their intereft affeQed by his avarice, was even 
conlirued into an indignity, ahd their caufe aban- 
doned by their employers, that the embarraflments 
of their ally might not he faid to originate in coun- 
cil. So wonderfully delicate was their tendernefs 
for the Nabob of Arcot. It was not enough to fay, 
that an apparent negleft of ceremony, where an 
individual alone was concerned, affefcled them much 
more deeply than the maffacre of thoufands. But 
there was no channel by which the misfortunes of 
thefe wretched mortals could poffibly touch their 
hearts. It was only to the etiquette of humanity 
that thefe doughty arbiters of national deftiny were 
callous -or inattentive ■*. 

Notwithllanding the conflant attention which 
thofe tranfaftions required, both from the Nabob 
and the Prefidency, they loft no time or opportu- 
nity of watching the King of Tanjore. It was 
the misfortune of this prince, that be was reputed 
to be immenfely rich ; that he poffeffed one of the 
moft valuable diftricls in the Carnatic, and that fo 
contiguous to the prefidency, and furrounded by 
the territories of the Nabob, lie prefumed to afl'ert 
his independence. Thefe were the true caufes of 
the original quarrel taken up againft him. The 
termination of this had left the ally and fervants of 
the Company very much diffatislicd. Solicitous 

* 'Rpus’s Appeadix, page 941. 

N4 


for 



TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 


?** 

for a breach of the /nendfhip then fubfifiing, fais 
minuteil actions were critic^dly infpeded. The 
connections which had always been cultivated be^ 
tween him and the neighbouring powers were im* 
puted to intrigues with the enemies of the Carna" 
tic. The Nabob was incenfed that the Polligarsy 
whom he had fo lately expelied> fliould find an 
afylum in Tanjore ; the garrifon at Vellum not 
having been provided for in the late trpaty, were 
not fufficieiuly fupplied with provifions ; the CoL- 
Icrics, who live on the frontiers of his country, had 
feized feme cattle from the province of Trichino- 
poly ; a trifling debt which he owed the Company 
for paddy had hot been difeharged, and he was in 
arrears to the Nabob. Thefe were the mighty rca- 
fons which decided the fate of the Rajah. He 
faw the ftorm that gathered around him. He knew 
the Nabob to be inexorable, and that the whole 
llrength of the Company would be exerted to fub- 
ilantiate his molt inordinate demands. He was in 
^he condition of a perfon ftruggling for life, where 
every ptber idea is abforbed in that of felf-prefer- 
vation. The only powers who could aftbrd him 
adequate fecurity from the impending danger, were 
Hyder Ally and the Marratto§. With both he en- 
deavoured to procure fuch afliftance as the exigen- 
ces of h}s fituadon required. But be was certainly 
not chargeable with treachery, or a juft objoSt of 
hoftility or deftruftion, becaufe impelled in this 
manner to an equivocal conduft, adopted or avoid- 
ed iipon the inftant, to prevent his ruin. 
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The Nabob, perfeftly acquainted vith the mode 
of fecuring the co-operation of the Company’s 
forces, eafily prevailed with the Prefidency to ap- 
point a fecond expedition againft Tanjore with a 
large army. Without fixing any precife terms for 
the Company, they engaged to place the fort, 
when taken, in his hands, with whatever ftores or 
clfefls it might contain. But in cafe it ihould be 
captured by ftorm, the plunder was to be the pro- 
perty of the troops. The Rajah was not to be at- 
tacked unprepared. Though neither Hyder Ally 
nor the Marrattos would take an a6live part in the 
conquefi, he found means to muftcr twenty thou- 
fand men, whom he armed in his caufe. Thefe 
were commanded, by the aged, but faithful and 
brave Monajee. Both Danes and Dutch are faid to 
have fecretly alBlled him with men, money and 
ftores. Our troops entered his territories in the 
beginning of Auguft, 1773. On the fixth of the 
fame month, a Ikirmifii happened between a party 
of the Nabob’s cavalry and the enemy, in which ' 
the former had the advantage. The detail of the 
fiege contained nothing very important or pecu- 
liar. On the twentieth, ground was broken before 
the place ; the twenty-feventh, our batteries were 
opened, but a praflicable breach was not efFe 3 .ed 
before the feventeenth of September, when the 
fort was rather furprifed than ftormed, at noon, 
under a moft intenfe heat, and while the garrifon 
were at viftuals in their own houfes. The Rajah 
and his family, with Monajee and hi$ Ions, were 

made 
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made prifoners ; and the Nabob, having agreed to 
iatisfy llie army, the place was not plundered. 

The news of thii conqueft were received in 
England with univerfal reprobation and difguft. — 
It is hard to fay which were molt feverely crimi- 
nated, the intrigues of the Nabob, or the temerity 
of the council. The raeafure was conlidered as 
repugnant to the policy of the Company, and to the 
fpirit of thofc orders which their fervants were in 
the habit of receiving from the Direftors. The 
only remedy which could be applied under thefe 
circumflanccs, was the immediate reftoration of 
the Rajah. And the great difficulty to be refolved 
was, how this refolution could be executed. — 
Their fervants on the fpot, whofe fcals were let to 
the outrage which it was deemed fo necclTary to 
redrefs, couW not be entrufted with the carrying 
into effeft a plan fo obvioufly intended to fix a 
ftigma on their former conduft. The many emU 
nent and important fervices which the Company 
owed to Lord Pigot, while laft governor of Ma- 
dras, fuggefted the idea ol’ fending him out a-new 
with full powers for accomplifiiing the views of this 
delicate and arduous commiffion. He was in high 
eftimation for his civil adminiftration, his military 
exertions, and his private charafter. From his 
appearance as governor and prefident of Madras, 
where he had acquired the moll general and well- 
grounded refpcfl, very fanguine expeftations were 
entertained. The Nabob, however, not a little 
anxious to defeat the intentions of the Direftors, 
feftrrmvcd prodigious Aims of money from the mem- 
bers 
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bersof the prefidency, and others whofe influence 
he thought worthy of purchafe. A profulion of 
corruption not only took place in Madras, but is 
faid to have extended to England, where an inun- 
dation of artful apologies for his conduB, replete 
with the moft pointed inveflives againfl; the king of 
Tanjore, deluged, at leaft for fome time, the pub- 
lic attention. It was about the latter end of 1775, 
that the noble Governor arrived at Fort Saint 
George. He announced to the Nabob of Arcot 
the contents of his commilHon, as foon as the va- 
rious formalities elTentiai to a legal aflumption of 
government had taken place. The Nabob was not 
backward to maintain the ground in which he 
thought himfelf fecurely entrenched. He infilled 
on his claim to the country, by all the laws of In- 
dia, and his treaties with the Company. His 
reprefentations were without effect. Lord Pigot 
thougiit it his indifpenfi'de duty to fee the orders 
of his conftiluenis literally fulfilled. This he ef- 
feded early in the Spring of 1776. The difputes 
that followed were peculiarly violent, ohftinate and 
perfonal. Every fuhfequent regulation he propo- 
fed, met, from feven members of the council, with 
an ardent and inveterate oppofition. It is faid 
Tanjore had been pledged to thefe men as a fecu- 
rity for the property which. tJiey had trufted in the 
Nabob’s hands. This, they apprehended, would 
be loft, on the reftoratioii of the Rajah; and they 
were not without fufpicion, that the debt itfclf 
would be found in no better predicament. And 
y^hen they became intemperate, his Lordihip did 

not 
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Hot certainly prefervc his moderation. Their dif- 
fering fo widely from him in opinion, on grounds 
. which {truck him at leall* as equivocal, the confer* 
quence he derived from the confidence of his em- 
ployers, the honourable manner in which the me- 
rit of his former conduft had been acknowledged, 
and the ncceflity he conceived himfelf under, of 
lofing no time in realizing the arrangements pre- 
fcribed oy tlie Dire3ors, added to the natural fe- 
verity of a carriage by no means conciliating, 
precipitated him in meafures which it is impof- 
fible to juftify. He advifed Meffrs. Stratton and 
Brook, that as he had fomething to propofe in 
council which concerned them perfonally, it would 
be decent for tltem to withdraw. They implicitly 
complied with his requeft, and were inftantly fuf- 
pended by his calling vote. Sir Robert Flecher, 
commander in chief, was at the fame time, and 
<Mi the fame account, laid under arreil. 

This arbitrary condu61 in the Governor was ea- 
gerly adopted by the fccluded members as a pre- 
cedent for juftifying the ftep they had meditated. 
They inftantly determined to fecure the perfon of 
the prefident, and cftefl fuch a revolution in the 
fettlement, as fbould put the power entirely into 
their own hands. Colonel Stuart had of courfe 
fucceeded to tlie command of the forces. Any 
violence offered to his Lordfliip within the precinfts 
of the fort, would fubjefl the aflors to the penalty 
of the mutiny-aft. From this lituation, however, 
he was artfully inveigled, in confequence of repof- 
ing an implicit truft in the fidelity and friendfhip 

pf 
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of the commander in chief. This gentleman paf> 
fed feveral hours in the morning with Lord Pigot, 
on terms of the moft unreferved and cordial inti- 
macy. He prevailed on the Governor to fleep for 
that night at the villa where he generally retired in 
the evening. The Colonel invited bimfelf to a 
feat in his Lordihip’s carriage. They were fcarce 
half a mile from the fort, when Colonel Edingtoti 
rode up, waved his naked fword over the horfes 
heads, and called out, Sipoys ! Captain Lyfau^ 
at the head of a party, inftantly rulhed to the door 
of the ehaife, and prefenting a piftol, told hi& 
Lordfhip that he was his prifoner. Colonel Stuart, 
having no longer occafion for difguife, tore off the 
ma(k, and feizing hiS Lordfhip rudely by the aim, 
bid him Gtt out. They precipitated him into a car- 
riage that waited for the purpofe, hurried him to 
the Mount, and delivered him into the cuftody of 
Major Horne, the commanding officer thfcre, with 
a declaration, that, if a refeue was attempted, his 
Lordfhip 's life fhould anfwer for it. 

The circumftances to which his Lordfhip wa< 
reduced by thefe violent proceedings were now pe- 
rilous in the extreme. His friends were fcattered, 
over-awed, and kept at a diflance. The ftrength 
of the guards placed about him, the flriflnefs of 
his confinement, and the menacing orders under 
which he was committed, were calculated to im- 
prefs him with an apprehenfion of the moft fatal 
confequences. His chief refource in this melan- 
choly fituation was in the firmnefs of his own mind, 
which, in one inftance at Icaft was probably the 

means 
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means of preferving his life. One night he i/fii 
fuddenly awaked by the arrival of an officer with 
a party of horfe, who brought a peremptory order 
for Ins removal, without fpecifying whether he was 
to be carried, or how accommodated. His Lord- 
ftiip addreffed himfelf briefly to the fotdiers. He 
dehred them to recolIeQ; who he was, the fervices 
he had formerly executed, the honours he had ho- 
heftly acquired, and the condition to which, with- 
out indiftment or trial, he was now reduced. He 
called upon them as men, as Chrillians, as Britons, 
or even as foldiers, whether they could bear to fee 
him dragged away to be murdered in lb hafe, fo 
cowardly, fo inhuman a manner. He declared,- 
at the fame time, and with a manlinefs that Ihook 
the mofl rclblute of the aflaffins, that they might 
now do their worfl, kill him, or tear him to pieces. 
Thefe were afts which he could not prevent, but 
they were to be done upon the fpot, from which 
he was determined they fliould not take him 
alive. 

The majority, in confequence of this manoeuvre, 
alfumcd, under a courfe of legal forms, all the 
powers of government. They arraigned the con- 
duft of his Lordlhip in terms of peculiar afperity, 
and vindicated their own as a duty to which they 
had been impelled by neceflify. ^J’hey alledged 
that he had trampled on the moft material of the 
Company’s bye-laws, and, by a ' non-compliance 
with fume fpecific claufes of the regulating a€l, 
bad forfeited al) right to prefide ih coMlci). The 
principal leader in the confpirac^ was conlequently 

appointed 



TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 

appointed his fucceffor in the government. The 
very meafure for which thej? blamed him moil was 
the firft they adopted. His friends were violently 
expelled from their feat in the council. Both par- 
ties fent exprelfes to England, the one to arraign, 
the other to juftify, what had happened. 

To this outrageous and unexpetled revolution, 
the members compofing the fupreme government of 
Bengal gave their unequivocal approbation. — 
However their opinions tlaflied in other particu- 
lars, they united in fupporting the conduH of the 
majority. It was impoflible, indeed, f6r thefe 
gentlemen to att otherwife. The cagernefs of the 
governor-general to avow fo decided an opinion in 
favour of the ufurpers, it was probably expebled, 
would operate as a pledge or guarrantee, in oppo- 
fition to the apprehenfion, that he might be tempted 
to extricate himfelf from the embarralfments under 
which he laboured, by a fimiiar expedient. It 
was at the fame time the intereft of thofe who con- 
iUtuted a majority of that board, to fupport a pre- 
cedent which not only juflified their ftrenuous op- 
pofition to the chair, but fet them an example qf 
a6iing with vigour and fpirit in the laft extremity. 

The Major’s court in Madras difplayed a fpirit 
and coolnefs on this emergency, which certainly 
did the members of it peculiar honour, and was 
not expeded. Mr. Turing, wlio w’as then major, 
owes but little to his education or his parentage. — 
His father was a Scotfraan, and lived and died in 
the humble occupation of a barber in London. — 
It was the oddity of the father that difpofed Sir 

Charles 
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Charles Raymond to procure for the fon the 
pointment of a writer *in the Company’s fcrvice. 
He rofe through a variety of the fubordinate (bges 
in the civil ellablilhment, until it was his turn to 
prefide in this court. He openly and fteadily re- 
probated the violence of the fuccefsful party. The 
far greater part of the Britifti inhabitants were of 
the fime opinion. The injury done to the inte- 
reft of the Company, in the outrage of Lord Pi- 
got, was m fad regarded every where with the 
moft general and ferious condemnation. 

The Company at home entered on the difeuflion 
of the fubjeft without lofs of time. The friends 
of the different parties crouded to the fcene of al- 
tercation. The conteft was fupported with warmth 
and vigour on both fides. After the matter, how- 
ever, had been long and ably argued in the court 
of DireQors ; it was hnally fubmitted to the deci- 
fion of the proprietors at large, who in general 
court, March 26, 1777, agreed upon a refolution, 
which was alfo confirmed, on a ballot, by a great 
majority, recommending to the court of Direftors 
to take the moft eff'ettual meafures for reftoring 
Lord Pjgot to the full exercife of the powers vefted 
in him by the Company, as governor and prefi- 
dent of the fettlement of Madras ; and for eftquir^ 
ing into the condu6f of the principal adors in hkf 
imprifonment, and in difjKjflefling him of theexen* 
cife of the legal powers wherewith he was invefted: 

The refult of this important decifion was^ that 
the court of Direftors adopted the resolution of 
teftoring his Lordfliip to the full excreife of the 

office 
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t>Ske and powers from which he had been thus 
violently degraded. His four friend^ who were 
eje3ed from the council, the eouri alfo rcinftated. 
The ufurpers were at the (ame time fufpended. • A 
ncwgovernment was nominated, in which Mr. Rum** 
bold was appointed feCond in council, and ofeourfe 
to fucceed Lord Pigot in the chair. Nor did the 
condud; of Lord Pigot pafs without cenfure. 

Thofe refolutions, though calculated to compro*^ 
mife the difpute, only produced new animofity. — 
Minilterial influence, Mahomcdan intrigues, and 
the friends of the majority, at laft carried the point 
ib far againil the friends of Lord Pigot, as under 
an appearance of accommodating the difference 
fubfifting between (hem, to procure a ballot in fa- 
vour of a motion for ordering all the parties cog- • 
nizable by the laws of England home to take their 
trial. Such a ftrange and fudden revolution in the 
orders of the Company, was ferioufly aftonifhing 
to ev^ry one not thoroughly initiated in the myfte- 
ries of their politics. 

Governor Johnfkmc, however, the avowed friend 
9 f his Li^rdfhip, forthwith brought the quefiion be- 
£<>re a higher tribunal. He moved the Iloufe of 
Cooupons for fevcral refolutions, which went to 
a.Rrong approbation x)f Lord Pigot’s conduO: as 
governor, a confirmation of ail thofc late a61s of 
l^e Company, which had either pafied in hU fa- 
vmir, or condemned the cc^nduQ. of the majonty 
Yho depofed him, and a formal revocation of the 
refolution for his rccal. 

. • O . The 
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The Nlbob of Am)t has generally been eoiifi>^ 
d^red as having a principal (halt in thefe twrbuK 
lent movements. A parllmnentary inveftigadoiK 
bared t!be iniquitotts pIot» and demonfirated, in a 
&'Iis&3ory manner, that the council of Madras 
hia Majefty’s minifters, and the whole machinery 
df the Britiib government, vreK under the fecret 
controul of this Tartar Prince *. The Houfe was 
fully in pofle^on of the fubjed^, by the prefence 
of the parties molt deeply concerned in the dif- 
cuffion, and the perfons whefe talents, fituation, 
and induftry, afforded the belt information. The 
feverad arguments for and againft the motion, which 
had been broached in the court of Direftors^ and 
by the proprietors at Ihrgc, ‘were confequently 
urged and refuted, with all the eloquence of the 
firitiih fenate. 

The gentlemen whooppofed the motion arraign* 
cd the arbitrary government of Lord Pigdt> in 
the moft unqualified terms. They alledged that 
his confinement was the unavoidable refuh of h 
violence, which, on his part, threatened an 
mediate fubverfion of all legal authority ; that in 
circnmffances when accufations of fingUlar delhi* 
qticncy were made on all Tides, and Ibe leading; 
evidences of fa£ls depended on the prefenchaffthe 
parties,, h was proper and equitable, that iH Of 
them fhould he in En^nd, where’ only a'JtA’aidl 
impartial enquiry into their condild was ptiiSi* 
cable; that rrinfotifig the’late goVdrnmettt woott 

* Debret’s Pariiamentaiy Regifter, includieg the Defasts 
ofhfayu, 1777, 
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(^nte in the Company’s {ettlonems ai an ap)^ 
iMtion of his Lordfliip’s outjra^^ and lea^jC aU 
their fakhful fervants, vho had rilfked lb in 
parondoting thdr fervice at the mercy of their hwp- 
terate cntiroy. And widi aU the vhrtoaa afcrihed 
to his LordAip, while dte individuals who bad 
been moft adive in his overthrow were within in* 
reach, and he had power to punilh th<9n, 
would anfwer for the coDfequenqes* The prefix 
dency a{^)eared to diem, in its prefent date of 
lenfion and diftraOlion, to have altogether dilquii'* 
tificd itfeff for managing the Company's affairs.— 
Every fpecies of evil which negligence, the blind** 
neis of paffion, the^ obffinacy of prejudice, or ihp 
impetuofity of party rage, wcte capahll: of produ- 
cing, might thmfoire be expeQcd. To continue 
the council, thus circum^nced, was tohazard evt^ry* 
thiog valuable on that eftabliOimeiit ; and matters 
of the lad importance to the .Britifli intereft, in 
thefe parts, ought not, ip their opinion, to be in 
tnift with men fo violently ajptated by a pfrfonab 
ftruggle for power. They treated die fUnferous 
influence attributed to Uie Nabob as d^B^rjeal 
a'nd adifurd. They defcribed him as in a^te.of 
the -moft abjed dependence, without eitheilbccft 
to dontrou), or wealth to undermine. And they 
boldly aud. vehemently declared, dial all the alie- 
gatiom conoeming his btrigues and.hribery, whe** 
tfaer in India or England, were equally .unfounded, 
and originated only in the idle conje^lUre, or na- 
liciou&fuggeiibns of thofe who wi{he4 to injure bis 

O a intereft. 
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intereft, or were utterly unacquaCinted with hij 
ebarader or circiunftances. 

The reply to thefe arguments was not Icfs fpirit-* 
ed or explicit. The genius of a Burke, a Fox, 
And a Johttftone, was never exerted, or ftruck the 
houfe with greater fplendour or more irrcfiftible 
fcnergy. The whole proceedings which led to the 
prefent anarchy in the Prefidency of Madras were 
dated with force and precifion, and the delegated 
authority under which the Company’s fervants a£l- 
ed, was liberally and impartially dilcuired. Gover- 
nor Johnftone opened the bufinefs, in a fpecch of 
above two hours, in which he detailed the tranfac- 
ttons of the Carnatic and Tanjorc with his ufual 
ability, and every appearance of liberal and au- 
thentic information. He juftified Lord Pigot, by 
fuch a flatement of fafts as could not be contra- 
di61cd. His Lordfliip, he averred, had committed 
no violence, which, as an honed man who wifhed 
to fulfil his engagements, he could avoid. He 
ceilfured the motions of Sir H. Macworth in the 
India-houfe for the recal of his Lordfliip, as con- 
fottnding the innocent with the guilty, and form- 
ing a barefaced apology for the grofled ufurpation. 
Arid he thought the intrigues of the Nabob, even 
in^this country, to be too palpable and operative, 
to be either overlooked or denied. The gentle- 
man who feconded the motion, fcnipled not to 
adinn, tbat4he council who had aflumed the power 
of die Prefidency received for their exertions from 
the Nabob, the enormous bribe of eight hundred, 
thoufand pounds, in mortgages on the Tanjore 

country^ 
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eoutitry. The tone of the debate was equally fupn 
ported by the fpeakcrs who followed. The rcfo*., 
lutions in which the argument originated were expo-« 
fed w'ith infinite wit and ridicule to the contempt and 
derifion of the houfe. They were Contradifilor)', 
and impratlicable. They preferibed an equal pu-t 
nifltment for thofe who did and thofe who did not 
their duty, for thofe who had proved faithful to 
their trufi, and thofe who had proved treacherous^- 
and they involved principles of retribution which 
exillcd in no other part of the world. They aflert-* 
cd, tliat Government here had aflualiy been bought 
to vindicate by its fan6lion the iniquitous caufe of 
a fafiiion there. In this manner a combination 
among the Proprietors was formed, and influenced 
by motives of immediate convenience, to endan- 
ger their own intcreft in the Company. The ho- 
nour of a tried and able fervant, and the rights of 
a faithful ally, were, as they apprehended, grofsly 
and wantonly fatrificed. To accomplilh this uot 
worthy purpofe, the remoteft dock-yards had been 
recently llript of their inhabitants, and all the va- 
rious departments of Hate in every corner of the 
kingdom evacuated to carry a quellion in the In- 
dia-Houfe. All this, and every other mifehief 
that had lately happened, or might itill be appre- 
hended, on the coaft of Coromandel, they roundly 
attributed to the mcafure which had been adopted 
of fending plenipotentiaries to negotiate treaties 
with the country powers, independent of the Com- 
pany, and in direft violation of her chartered rights, 
'They forefaw the inteipofition of miniftry in Lea- 

O 3 dcnhall 
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dittihal! and India had hitherto been equalljr rutti; 
0 ils, and would nltimately prove fatal. What they 
could not do here wis generally effected on the 
The Directors were ciphers the mom^ 
they differed from his Majefty's minifters, and duw 
orders, without the approbation of Govemtnent, 
only proved in India words without meaning. — 
*|lie Company had no longer any authority over 
It^ own fervants. Seperate interells were formed 
and factions ellablifhed, in aU its fettlements and 
^dependencies, and its former influence and refpepT 
tiibility with the powers of the enipire Were no 
more. There was not a principle urged in behalf 
0f this recal which might not warrant the recal qf 
all the governors and councils^* with every other 
defeription of men with whom the civil or crimi- 
nal adminiftra'tion was lodged^ in our fettlements 
or colonies in every part of the world. The pre- 
tence of fa^on would always be at hand to juftify 
every outrage. It was by the operations of this 
powerful and dangprous engine, a popular credu- 
Ihy, that tyranny became gigantic, monftrous, aqd 
deteftahle ! The Nabob could not wifli for a me- 
thod better calculated to gratify the mod fangumo 
indination of his nature. It had no other tenden* 
cy than to eftablifh that independence which he fq 
anxioufly delircd. Whenever ?ny of his deiigns 
were controverted, he could be at no lofs how to 
procure a majority of the council. His treafurrs 
would operate oq all future emergencies as it had 
d<me on this, and the Company would find it difE- 
ci}h to prevent the reed of aqy fervant, however 

worthyji 
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TMftby, popular or aWoj vbpp hardy enough 
undertake their orders with vpnght intentions. 

The queftion being at iaft put, at one o'clock in 
jthe morning, [May 22, i777>] tbc-moiion of Go* 
veroor Johnftonc was rtyei^ed, by a majority qf 
twenty-three. All the exertions oi kk friends, 
however, had they been crowned with fucecIS^ 
were now too late. For, after being in confine- 
ment for a period of near nine months, harralkd 
by the diificuUies of a moll ciitical fituation, agi* 
fated by the workings of varioiu paffions excited 
by the extraordinary circumftances in which he was 
involved, and labouring under the preifure which 
be fek from the i^oonvy aipe& which the Compa- 
ny’s affairs every, where exhibited, he died on the 
sfith of May, 1777, probably of a broken heart. 
Uis brother. Admiral Ptgot, moved and carried 
next year, Ibmc time in April *, in the Houfe of 
Commons, for an addrels, ** praying bis Majeffy, 
•* that he would be graciouAy pleafed to give di- 
.*< re&ions to his Attomey^iGeneral to profecute 
George Stratton, Henry Brooke, Charles Flo- 
** ycr, and George Mackay, Elquires, for oider- 
** ing their Governor and Commander in cliief, 
** George Lord Pigot, to be arrefted and confined 
** under a military force, they being returned to 
England, and now within the jurifdiclion of his 
*• Majclly's courts of Weftminftcr-Hall.” 

It came out in evidence, before the bar of the 
Houfe, on .this occafion, that George Dawfon, 

- •* {^sbrot’sParliainmUiiy Reg) Her of this date* 
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Efq; wlio'Was a 'member of council during the l>eat 
of the conteft, was pofitively offered by the Na- 
bob’s Ton -no lels a fum than forty thoufand pounds^ 
only -for flaying away one particular day, on which 

qucftion of confequcncej relative to Tanjore, 
was to be agitated. It was certainly not unnatural 
for the friends, at leaft, of Lord Pigot, to prefume 
frotti a fa£i thus fpeciHc, flagrant and authentic, that 
thofe applications could hardly be confined folely 
to Mr. Dawfon. 

In Hating an impartial eftimate of this important 
tranfaftion, however, certain allowances ought no 
doubt to be made, for the joint influence of fitua- 
tion and emergency j the fympathy which it is fo 
natural to feel for the weakeft, who in every feri- 
ous ftruggle muft always be the fuffering party ; 
the general operation of his Lordflnp's high cha- 
ra6lcr in his favour, the obvious prcpolfcflions un- 
der which he was invefted with the government of 
the prefidency, the prior obloquy, whether juft ot 
not, which refted on the conduft of the Company"^ 
fervants, and that unavoidable crimination with 
which we inftinftively conneft the violence of the 
e.\ertion with the iutcreft and magnitude of the 
objeft. 

Whatever may be faid of his Lordfliip's abilities, 
great reverence and admiration are certainly due 
to the memory of his virtues. His former govern- 
ment in India was at leaft refpeftable. It exhi- 
bited both fagacity and vigour of enterprizc. The 
fituation in which he died gives the lie to all the 
furraifes of a Bcnfield gnd others, who fought, ‘for 
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their profligate oppofition to his government, an 
excufc in his want of integrity. For he withftood 
a temptation of fix hundred thoufand pounds, to 
forbear only for a fliort given time carrying the 
ordtnrs of his conftituents into eiFefk. And it ispo 
contemptible proof how far he was fuperior to that 
general and fafhionable corruption which then pre> 
dominated, that his houfes and elFefls in India 
were all fold to difeharge the debts he had there 
contra£ted. Various opinions, :t is probable, tfiay 
long be entertained, concerning the mode which 
he ought to have preferred in managing a refrac- 
tory majority of council ; but his error can never 
juftify the outrage to which his perfon and govern- 
ment were fubjeft^d, by thofe who depofed and 
imprifoned him. And it will be remembered, 
when all the fophiftry by which the truth has been 
fo much obfeured and difguifed is forgotten, that 
his oppreflbrs were folemnly pronounced guilty by 
a jury of their countrymen. ^ 


CHAP- 
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C H A F T E R VII, 

The Regulating A&^It^Ututiott of the Supreme Corny 
4 il-->Char/!^er of its Ueniir^y~.P6fure f Affairs 
m the Continent tf Iniia^^ooemfnent of the Ma^ 
jority^Th^ eerfire the Syffm of the former Admiy 
ni/lration^Condemn the RohiSa tuar, which Mr, 
Heffings defeadSf and withholds his Correfponience 
with ike RefideiU-^The Troops recalled from that 
Expedition— -Treatment ff the Great Mogul— Ope- 
raiicm of the Army— The Governor-General charged 
with corrupt PraBices hfore the Board— Death of 
id Dovdahf—The Story of Ntmeomar—Effe^ 
ff ihife Alterations in England. 


HE pedkics of 4l*e £«ft4ndi9 Company are fe 
cxtenfive and complicated in their operations, and 
fo generally dellruflive in their eSe61s, that Indof- 
tan perhaps is the only country in the vrorld vherc 
they could have commanded the leaft profperity. 
Independent of enormous charges habitually incur> 
red by an endlefs feries of expenfive and impoit- 
ant eftablifhments in every department of ftate, 
the refourccs of this great and opulent empire 
loaded with that va^ and permanent commercial 
ftt(lem> which is the ultimate and ofteniible obje£l 
of the whole arrangement. The fafety, the hap- 
pinefs, and the profperity of the fubje^, which 
ought to he the principal and invariable epneorn 

of 



TRANSACTIONS ZN INDIA* Mf 

of Government, are loft in a pei)»etual folicitude 
to increafe the treafure of the COTipan)'^ to fur« 
nilh their annual inveftmentt, to fupply their ejt* 
penditure, and to accumulate the fortunes of indi- 
viduals. 

It is a fundamental nnucim in die heft regulated 
fyftem of finance, co aflefs the public in propor- 
tion only to its real exigence, and to af^ly with a 
eonfcientious exadnefs whatever (urplus may re- 
main to meliorate thefe ailelfroents. In the Go- 
vernment of the Company, however, this princt- 
ple is impra£ticaUe. Thoie trading potentates 
have a perfi:>iial and private intereft at home, to 
which their poifeflions and dominions abroad mne 
merely fubfprvicnt; And all the ravages and mer- 
c)lefs devaftations which ib invariably chaiadeiire 
the Critifh conquefts and authority in India, have 
certainly originated in a fettled predHefbon for 
this intereft. The refources of the country «tt 
cotdcquently exhaufted to fupply a conftant expor- 
tation of its wealth, for which it has no return ; to 
enrich individuals, who referve their expenditure 
for another climate ; and to anfyer the exigences 
of a fyftem from which it derives no adequate be- 
nefit. Here the prodi^ous deficiencies in the ag- 
gregate produce of territory and commerce, which 
often fall upon the Company's affairs with fuch a 
preffure as threatens their extiiil^on, invariably 
arife : this accounts for all the various and frequent 
embaralTments into which they are plunged bexh in 
India and England. A vein is thus opened, or ra- 
tbef ^ veflel busft, in the Imdy politic, by which 

the 
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the vital fountain which feeds the current of its 
health and vigourisfuddenlyand fenfib'y duninifti- 
ed. This incelfantandincreafingdrain, by which the 
exuberance of the eaft has rufhed like a flood, for 
‘above half a century, upon alnioft every nation in 
Europe, could not have been at any time fupplied 
by oi dinary means. In faft, a ftandard of acqui- 
fition was early eftabliflicd in fhat country, on prin- 
ciples of violence and venality, which it has been 
the uniform ambition of all fut cceding adventur- 
ers to equal, and in many inflances to furpafs. — - 
The only fyftcm of buying and felling eftabliftied 
by the fervants of the Company, efpecially fince 
their affumption of fovereignty in Bengal, has been 
to feize by force what goods they plcafc, and at 
their own price, and by the fame means to dilpofc 
of them. 

Thefe rcquifitions, accompanied by an authority 
that was omnipotent, were anfwcred for fome time 
with punhluality. And the difburfements of that 
tranfitory period did not exceed the profits of the 
Company. Wlicn once thofe, however, w ho had 
lands, were wantonly deprived of them, when there 
remained no more money to be extorted ;. when 
the manufactures of the mcrhanic w'erc torn from 
his loom ; when *he farmer, and even the Ryot, 
were robbed of tlicir rice ; and when the Zirniu- 
dar, no longer able or willing to prottitute the ho- 
nour of his family, or the riches of his anrcellors, 
for tiie private pure hafe of protccUon, fell a facri- 
ficc to rapacity, ibis enormous flux of wcaiih ob- 
vioufty decreai'cd. EritifU adveniurcts, at the 

head 
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iiead of armies, though ardent and indefatigable ia 
their duty of exploring and plundering a defence* 
lefs people, were fatisfied, after a feries of the moft 
fliocking experiments, to admit the humiliating 
maxiiTii that the only permanent and folid refoiir- 
ces of a commercial country do not confift in con- 
tributions raifed by military coercion, but in a fc- 
dulous cultivation of the foil, in the improv'cmcnt 
of manufafturc, in the induftry, the population, 
the general and domeftic felicity of its inhabitants. 
Revenues, fupplied by means exterior to thefc, 
rauft be as precarious in their nature, as they arc 
flagitious in the acquifition. And it is not more 
abfurd to expedt life without fuftenance, or ftrength 
without health, tl’an that a government, in the 
common operations of which there is neither ho- 
nour nor humanity, fhould, for any length of 
time, be cither profperous or lalting. 

The fiiuation of the Company, in ^^72, ’de- 
monllratcs the truth of this obfervation. Their 
circum (lances at that time were fo critical and 
equivocal, that they were univerfally deemed on 
the very eve of bankruptcy. The general afpeft 
of their affairs was every where alike gloomy and 
foreboding. Their government at home and abroad 
was equally without firmnefs and eflBciency. Ve- 
nality, luxury, and inattention, had pervaded, re- 
laxed, and inervated every fpring in the fyftem. — 
The country was wafted and depopulated by extor- 
tion, by famine, and by emigration ; the army, in 
various fituations, w'eie the victimi of ina&ivity, 
or the inftruments of outrage ; the treafury was 

empty. 
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empty, and the annual ftipulation apf^ropriated to 
government UBpoid. The preflure of thefe united 
difKcuUies was the more fenfibly felt by the Direc- 
tors, that the Bengal hills were now almoft due. — ' 
They were impelled to make application to Mi- 
niilry, for new pecuniary aids, who referred them 
to the Bank of Errand. Nor was it without reluc- 
tance, that the Sanik confented, after much delibe- 
ration, to advance the ioan of two hundred thou- 
(and pounds. 

All thefeinconyeniencies had originated, as ufual, 
in ihe flagrant mtfmanagement of their fervants. 
This the Company determined to correfl with all pol^ 
fible expedition and efficiency, by the inflitution of 
an extraordinary commiflion for that purpofe. This 
appointment, fimilar to the plan of that which had 
gone out in the Aurora frigate, was confirmed iir 
a general court of Proprietors, and even fanBified 
by his tdajefty’s approbation. The Company, in 
the mean time, was reduced to the ncceflity of ap- 
plying to Parliament for a relief, in fome degree 
adequate to their exigencies. They petitioned for 
a million and a half, at an interefl: of’ four per cent, 
with tlie liberty of repaying it by inflallments of not 
lefs than three' hundred tbouiand pounds, and pro- 
mifedthattheirdividend fhould not be more than fix' 
percent, until thedebt was reduced onp-half. Mucly 
befitatkm was fliewn, and an interdling difcilflion 
look place, when Parliament at l;dl agreed, from 
confiderations of necelTary policy and expediency,- 
to grant an knmediate fiijply of one million four 
hundred thoufand pounds. An enquiry into the 
(late of the Company's affairs being appointed and 
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tarried on by a cominktce cd* iho H«icife> k was ac 
ihe faxckc time formally ftMed and broagbfc «p in a 
report, that^ notwithftandmg diefe difficukies, a 
coittmifiion was aflucdly preparing and ibrtned, on 
principles of fach extravagance, that the legifloture 
would be warranted fh preventing its execution. 

An idea fo juft in itfelf, thus feafonably braadi- 
ed, was eagerly approved and adopted by the 
Houfe. A biU, framed to give win there- 

fore immediately brought in and palTod, though 
two members in the dixe£ifon nanteftly :{dedged 
themfelvcs, that the comtinilhon, which had pro- 
ved fo obnoxious, ^M>uld not take place until fuch 
progrefs was made hi the prelbnt en<}u}i^% as might 
appear to juftify the meaful^. Sutthis fecwt'ay, 
however refpcftahle in Itfelf, 'fflr fofemnly pledged 
to the Hbufe, was hy no itiemts deemed adequate, 
as the court of DlteSors might at any ihne’be con- 
tiotuled by a majority of 4 be ’proprittGry at>lmge. 

Early fti 1^73, it Was alfo Tefet^d* foom mo- 
tives of indifputable prudence, according to fome* 
or ttkife pfotebly R> altfvMOr ^tbe ’vtews Of fiiinifte- 
ri'al iriCri^e, as Others tlht«Wd)y eonjoaifi^, 'to 
reftrain the'futubNiivhfeisdsof-the’CMfpany *. Sy 
ktch olwhfos etferdaehincrits ^ ’pnfrogatWe, the 
puldic wteit alanoted 'with ‘life -idda^at<6{>vern* 
ment fhtettded to ^fetee Chie Cdffipttiy^ 'ptoperty. 
dhid' 4 fefttoy'flietr«Hlifter. The'ttlmtier, however, 
footi'p^ an'^nd to fltefe at leafe 
for the taste, 'by -p»9poritfg t, thit'thc cerritorial 

• Debret’s ParliMnentSjy Rcgifter of March S3, 1773. 
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acquifitions fhould remain in the pofTeflion of the 
Company fix years longer. The public clamoured 
and the Company inveighed, and even petitioned 
the Mouic in oppofition to thefe proceedings, but 
without effefct. The fubjetl had occupied Parlia- 
ment for above two months, and deeply intcrefted 
the attention of the whole nation. Refolutions 
to the following effeft were at length moved for by 
the minifter *, and made the foundation of a bill 
for eftablifhing certain regulations for the better 
management of the affairs of the Eaft- India Com-' 
pany, both in India and England. That the elec- 
tion of DireBors fliould be put upon a new foot- 
ing; that the right of voting fhould be taken from 
every proprietor not pofTcffed of a thoufand pounds 
flock; that a fupreme court of judicature fhould 
be inftiiutcd for India ; that the judges in this 
eftablifliment fliould be nominated by the Crown, 
and that a fuperionty fhould be given to the Pre-' 
fi deheyof Be.ngal over all the other prcfidcncics 
in India. 

. » * ' 

The objeB of this famous rcgulating-aB, which, 

after a world of altercation in both Houfes of Par- 
liarn'ent, obtained the faiiBion of the I.egiflature, 
was a total revolution in the whole fyftem^of the 
Company’s government. The Court of Directors 
was to derive additional force from the annihila- 
tion of thofc fafclions, with the creation of which 
that of the propiiciry was chargeable. Provifion 
was made for fecuring an. impartial a.dminiftraiion 

• Debrct’b Parliamentary Rcglllcr, May 3. 
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of juflice among the natives, under the govern- 
mctU of the Company’s fervanis in India; and 
thus a bar of apparent efficacy was raifcd and ella- 
blifhed againft the tyranny and oppreflion exerci- 
fed by Britiffi fubjefts reCdcnt in tliat country, and 
acting under the delegated authority of their maf- 
ters. A general fuperintending council was at the 
fame time conttitutcd, and inveftcd with fupremc 
controuling powers. The obvious view of the le- 
giflature in this part of the new fyftem, was to 
unite and confolidate the ftrcngth of the Com- 
pany, that, on' emergencies of common danger, the 
co-operation of all the fettlements might be at- 
tended with that uniformity which is ncceffary to 
give it cfFc8i. So.that, in all the Company's con- 
neflion with foreign flates, and thofe tranfaftions 
efpccially which relate to peace and war, ftie is 
henceforth to be viewed aS wielding the fCeptre of 
one vaft and extenfive empire, the principal mem- 
bers of which, however remote in point of local 
lituatiou, are all dependent on the fame head. — 
Ncnr was it the lead inte''efting feature in the mea- 
furc, that the fervants of the crowm were introdu- 
ced to a ffiare in the management of the Com- 
pany’s affairs, which were now fo blended or in- 
volved with thofe of the public, that it was pre- 
fumed the latter could not be properly and faith- 
fully adminiilered, without a fcdulous attention to 
the former. Ills Majclly’s minifters were there- 
fore made partakers of the Company's patronage, 
and in fome degree rcfponfible for the charafters 
and capacities of the perfon^ employed in that fiina- 

P non. 
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lion. And it was ordered in the a8, that every’ 
thing in the Company’s corrcfpondencc from In- 
dia, A\hich 'related to civil or military affairs, 
fhoiild, within fourteen days after the receipt of it 
in England, be laid before the fccretary of flate; 
and matters more immediately connefiled t\ith the 
revenue, tv ere dircfled by the fame authority to be 
infpccled by (he commiflioners of the treafury. 

Mr. Hafiings was appointed governor-general ; 
General Clavering, Colonel Manfon, Mr. Bar- 
well, and Mr. Erancis, counfellors. The term of 
holding thefe important offices was limited to five 
years, from their arrival in Bengal, and affiiming 
the eovernment. Nor were they removeablc, ex- 
cejA by the King, upon a repielentation from the 
Directors. The firft fituation, in cafe of a vacan- 
cy, was to be filled by the next in rank, and the 
jilacc of counfellor fupplied by the Dircclors, with 
confent of his Majclh, under his fign manual, 
during the firfl five ycai-.. The cnabliflimcnt of a 
board of trade, and the legulation of Inch particu- 
lars as wcic made the fpeciiic ohjcfls of that jurif- 
difiion, formed alfo a material pait of this aCl. — 
ft invtflcd the govcrnoi -gencial, ruid four coun- 
fcllor.s, with the fame powers as wcie then, or had 
at any lime been cxcrciled hy the piefidcnt and 
council, or felccl committee in the kingdom of 
Bengal, Bahar or Oriffa. I'hc opinion of the ma- 
jority was in all cafes of dillerence to decide tiie 
(jucltion, and where the number picfcnt liiould on 
any account, or by any accident, be divided, the 
governor-general, cr, in bi.s ablbncc, . the ieiiior 

membci. 
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member, was to have a calling voice. It limited 
the cxercilc of their lupremacj over the otlierpic- 
fidcncies, to the prerogative of declaring war, ma- 
king peace, oi negociating other treaties w'lth In- 
dian princes. It enjoined obedience to the orders of 
the DireOors, and required the regular tranfmilfion 
of adxices within a limited lime. Th( (c the court 
of Diiectors was at the fame time requiicd to lay 
bcfoic one of liis Majefty's principal fecrctancs of 
flate. The governor-general and council, chief-- 
juflicc or iiKinhei of the fupiemc court of judica- 
tuie, all tollcctois, fupcivifors, and any of his 
M.'jcfly s fubjc8s employed in the eollcthon of 
the resenuts, were prohibited fiom caii\ mg on any 
dealings or traiifactionsof trafficoi (omnicicc whal- 
evci. And a ilaule againfl receivirg, diicttly orip- 
diicfclh, ail' jrefent, gift, donation, giatuitt oi ic- 
waid, pccuniaiv or otheiwife, or any proinife or 
cngageir.ciit for ll cm, extended to c\cr\ perfon 
holding eitlici ci\il i/i inilii.iiy office under the 
creiwii (.r the Companv. 

Mi Ilallmgs was then go\t ’Mor, and Mr. Bat- 
well a nicinivi f'f the c>i(ling eoimeil and pich- 
efent’, of Bengal. 7 he three e^thei gentlemen no- 
minated to complete the be aid, left England m 
the nionili of A|)iil, [1774"] T 1 cm authoiitywas 
onlv tf) take e*ffetl by the fiifl e.f Augufi, in the 
fcMiie icai. Brew ions to ificii de'raituu', the couit 
of Oiietlois agieccl upon a b' d\ of inniut^fionsfoT 
then fe“t\anf. in their leipctluc fitiiaiions, whuh 
ajiproved hy counfel, as legil, and conhlf- 
ent with the prj\ifion.s «nd h iit e.I the aS I keii. 
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were adclrcffed in the aggregate to the governor- 
Tcncral and council of Fort-William. 

w 

The advice which accompanied this great code 
of P-ritifli Icgifiation and jurifprudence to the banks 
of the Ganges, from the court of DireBors to the 
gentlemen invefled with this new delegation, was 
important and material. It inculcated the molt 
perfect harmony .imong thf'mfelves, as of effential 
and indifpcnliblo neceflity to the welfare of the 
Company, and nri honoinal-lc difcharge of the 
trull repofed in them. It preiTcd the propriety 
and coiifequencc of fixing their attention on the 
prefervation of tranquillity, through the whole In- 
dian empire, the prelection of the Company's ter- 
ritories, and the improvement of their revenues. 
And it dircBcd them in the cxcrcife of their con- 
troul over the other prclidencies, in queftions re- 
lating to peace and war, that they fliould carefully 
iludy the intcrefis and probable connexions of the 
country powers with each oilier, with the Com- 
pany, anti with other European nations; that they 
fhould aim at nothing by other means, which 
could be obtained by ncgociation ; that the gene- 
ral iutereft, in all its dependencies, (hould regulate 
the mcafurcs of their government; but that, on no 
confidcration, fliould they ever be tempted to lofe 
fight of the fafety and profperity of Bengal. A 
fliort hiftory of the fupreme government, under the 
influence of a majority of the council, will abun- 
dantly juftify the forefight of the court, in fug- 
gelling thefe falulary dire6lions. 


The 
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The new adminiflration did not take place until 
the latter end of Ociober. It was compofed of 
individuals not unqualified for occupying the im- 
portant fphcrcs to which they were called, with a , 
capacity, an en<"rgy, and a dignity equal to the 
refponfibility conncckci with the duty for which 
they flood coninutfcd. The deep, lagacious, pe- 
netrating underdanding ; the cautious, wary, per- 
fevering temper ; the daring, original, and enter- 
prifing genius wliich have uniformly diltinguifhed 
'the politics of tlic governor-general, fafltioned him 
with fingiilar propriety to fill the highcll depart- 
ment in a government 'which entrutted a few fo- 
•reignens with the lives and properties of millions. 
To a very high fanfe of honour. General Claver- 
ing added uncommon delicacy in his difeernment 
of men and things. lie connefted the fpirit and 
liberality of a gentleman with the confeientious dif- 
charge of his duty, and an inviolable predileftion 
for the facred regards of right and wrong. His 
fcnfibilities were probably too refined, and his mo- 
rality too inflexible for the obliquities of Afiatic 
pcJitics. Thefe quahtics, in fuch a fituation, might 
operate as defefts of chara^r. A government, 
not eflablilhed in principle, was unlikely to prof- 
per by the v irtucs of its members. Colonel Man- 
fon pofl'eflcd all tire honefty, fimplicity, and difin- 
terefled complaifance of his profeflTion. He had 
firinncfs wiiiiout obftinacy; and, with an affabi- 
lity fingularly amiable and conciliating, a mind 
open to conviclion, a found underftanding, and a 
v.'arm heart ; he maintained his opinions with flea- 

p o dinefs 
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dincfs, and avowed his attachments to the laft. 
Mr. Barwcll, from long refidence on the fpot, great 
intcrcourfc with the natives, a turn for obfervation, 
and an intimate acquaintance with the manners 
and ptcuharities of the country, pofTcffcd fuch a 
valuable Hock of local intelligence, as could not 
but afford him the rcadiefl and clearcfl afTiflanco 
in cafes of the greateft intricacy. Mr. Francis has 
a cool head, and a correft judgment. His opinions 
arc foimcd with no common fhare of fhrewdnefs 
and prccifion. Endowed with a liberal cdiuation, 
accuftomed to excrtifcs which required attention, 
felcttion and digeltion, and pollelhng habits of the 
moft indefatigable induftry, few men were better 
fitted for the arrangement, the dctatl, and the dif- 
patch of hufincls. A mimfliy combining, exerting, 
and directing fuch talents as ihelc to one ohjetf, 
wa.s equal to the management of the greaicll em- 
pire. They wanted only foiuc grand picvailmg 
mtereft to engrofs, cement, and llimulate tlicn rc- 
Ipcthvc tncigics, and u was impoflihle but the wif- 
oom of their meafurcs the harmony, the cfhcac y, 
and the promptitude of their operations, mull en- 
fuic them fuc(.c(s. 

dhe exprefs orders of the Direftors to Mr. Ilaf- 
tings, even while at the head of the former admi- 
iiiflration, were, that no rank, flation, connctiion, 
oi confidcration whatever, flioiild deter him from 
bringing every opprclfion to light, and every offen- 
der, native and European, to condign punifhment. 
’i’hefe, however, he conceived to be abfolutcly im- 
practicable, and cnibi aced thp fit ft opportunity of an- 
nouncing 
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inouricing that conviftion to the Direftors, in very 
decided language. He relblved every fpccies of 
delinquency into t’:e imbecility of the eftabliflied 
fyltem, and aflcried the incompetency of their 
conftitution for the management of extenlivc do- 
minions, under charters originally framed for the 
jurifdiflion of trading fcttlcments. Whether he did 
not choofc to eiKounter the obloquy which a clofc 
rctrofpeOion into the conduft of other govern- 
ments might have occalioned. Whether he fuf- 
peded or forefaw the oppofition naturally to be 
expeded in carrying on fuch an invidious en- 
quiry might overfet his government. Whe- 
ther the fentiments of private fricndfliip might 
not operate as infupcrablc obftaclcs to the per- 
formance of public duty, or whether all thefc 
confiderations might not have their weight in 
determining his refolution on fo material a part of 
his office, it would be prefumption to affirm. But 
the condud of his colleagues in office foon afforded 
him full and repeated opportunities of exemplifying, 
in his own defence, the tnith of that impractica- 
bility, w'hich he had fo firmly alTertcd. 

The introdudion of a new’ fyltem was a mcafurc 
which, in its own nature, implied a complete con- 
demnation of the old. It w’ould at lealt have ill 
become the Icgillaturc to attempt a reformation 
where nothing was either ulclefs, defedive, or im- 
proper. The members font from home confidercd 
thcmfelvcs as bound by this conltrudicm of the 
a6l. The fpirit and tendency of former inllitu- 
iions had occafioned the powers with which they 
■ P 4 were 
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jvere invefted. Their official exiftencc, for that 
Teafon, flampied an indelible cenfure on the con- 
iduft of their predeceflbrs. The chara.fter of Mr. 
Haftings, by the fanflipn of the Britiffi parliament, 
appeared on the face of the revolution, an honour- 
able exception to the delinquencies in which it ori- 
ginated. To him was affigned the dire6lion of the 
new government. He poHefled the principal fitu- 
ation in the lervice of his employers. The legal 
prerogatives of his llafion were eminent and exten- 
five. He prefided in the council, he correfponded 
cxclufivcly with the native princes in India. His 
name gave validity and authenticity to every pub- 
lic deed. Thcfe diftinftions were by no means 
calculated to lefTen or depreciatfe his perfonal me- 
rits in the eyes of his colleagues. They went, in 
fact, to India with the ftrongeft prepofl'effions in 
his favour. If their own politive and repeated de- 
clarations are entitled to belief, they did not en- 
tertain a doubt, but that the high reputation which 
he bore among his friends at home, was no more 
than due to his exertions abroad. And notwith- 
ftanding the various furmifes which they acciden- 
tally heard in their w'ay to Bengal, and which threw 
lome degree of ffiade on the flattering idea which 
they had previoufly formed of his politics, his abi- 
lities, and his vii tuc.% they were npt without hopes 
^hat he would anfwer the purpofes of his appoint- 
ment tq their faiis.faClion, as well as that of the 
public. 

The Governor-general, at thcfirfl; meeting of the 
new government, [ 061 . 25, 1774] embraced, with 

great 
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great propriety, that occafion for explaining, efpe- 
cidlly to the gentlemen fo recently arrived from Eu- 
rope, the prefent pofture of the Company’s affairs, 
more particularly as connefted with the rjrefidcncy, 
the dominions, and the dependencies of Bengal. He 
laid before them the whole complicated and multi- 
farious fyftem of the revenne department. He di- 
refted their attention to a brief detail of the various 
adjuftments and operations, by which this intricate 
and laborious buiinefs was managed and executed 
with effect. He pointed out a great number of new 
and ntcefiary regulations whieh, to anfwer the 
purpofes of accuracy, expedition, and order, the 
late adminiilration had introduced He Hated, at 
the fame time, in a very fpecious manner, and 
with his ufual corrednefs and peripicuity, the 
molt material meafures which the council had 
adopted and recorded, fince he had the honour of 
fitting '<n the chair. The Company's alliance with 
the Vizir of Oude, their treatment of the i.rnj»eror 
Shaw Allum, and the adive and oftcnfibic part 
which their troops had taken in reducing the Ro- 
hilla tribes, he confidered aslomany circurnllances 
pregnant with die moll fubftantial advantages to 
the Britilh intereft in that part of the world. Nor 
did he overlook, in this official narrative or ftate- 
ment, the llrength, the views, or the connections 
of the neighbouring powers. He Ihcwed what we 
had reafon either to hope or fear from the friend- 
(hip or enmity of the Marratto ftates. He traced 
the dilTenfions of that powerful and warlike people 
through all their caufes, progrefs, and confe- 

quenceS;^ 
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iquenccs, and difcriminated the fpecific aim of that 
competition wliich continued, by the domeftic ani- 
mofitics and internal convulfions it produced, to 
rei'lriin the vigour of their government from all ex- 
terior exertion or cntcrprizc. lie exhibited the do- 
minions of Uerar as peculiarly intcrelling to the 
Companv, from their lituation and proximity to 
thofe of TtMigal. Thefc ico were deferibed as in- 
volving different interefts, frotri the peculiar con- 
neilions, politics, and piinciplcs of the chiefs who 
polfcfied them. 'J he movements of tiiis mighty 
•llate, elpecially as being clofcly united by blood 
to that oi the Mai ratios, he conceived, ouaht to be 
narrowly and alTiduoully wafelied by the fnpreme 
government. And lie concluded, with infimiating 
the molt fanguine cxpcHation, that by jooptr ma- 
nagement on the part of the C'om^iany, no incon- 
fidcrablc advantages might accrue to ilicin and to 
the Britidi nation, from the general rcfult of thole 
arrangements*, which he had thus fuinmarily de- 
tailed. 

The 

* Til thii j'/iil of tho fni'j fl, tlf n'hoJ" of thr 

K^nvnnor-'ii'm^aV s nnnuh' on thfit otta/ion onijit to he in- 
fiiteJ. I haxte omitted the irferemis to o>/f>iital doru/nent\ 
tn the xiario'is (iff’tes, cn the Jui me t lan he oj no nje except 
to fm h ax Lave ai t to the latter. 

“ All the Members of this Council being now af[eiTihlc(l, 
I could vvifh to point out fome general plan for carrying 
into execution the regulations of the new fyflcni of go- 
veinmciit, agiccably to the inflruHions received from the 
Company; hut upon an attentive review of the various 
fiibjerfs which occur, 1 find it nccclfarj* to feleft fuch par- 
ticular parts of them as feem to claim jour eariiefl. notice; 
referving the reft for future confidcration, to be taken up 

iu 



TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 


219 

The gentlemen from England were ftiuck with 
peculiar aftonifhment and concern by fome parts 

of 

In the order m which their lefpeftive importance or paiti- 
tiilai ex.i(»(nccs niav point out. I Ihall take the libcrtv to 
accoirparn e\eiv piopofition with a briet relation of fuch 
circniidlaiites, aiul fucli paft tranlaflions, as have any le- 
Idtion to It, and arc ncceffarv to be known, for the pur- 
pofe of foiininn \oiir refohitions upon it. I mean nOt, 
gentlemen, to pi e< hide any other Member of the Council 
tiom oflftrmo an\ point foi piefent delibeiatjon, which, in 
hisjiiJtrnitnl, iiiav ilaini a pi eft 1 cut t in point of time, above 
thole which I ni..\ w Ih to introduce. I only piopofe this 
method av the n oil likely to facilitate the ihfpatch of bu 
li'itls, which ma\ be ictardcd by undcitak'n)T too many 
fiibjefcts at the lame mflant. It will iinavoidabK take fome 
nine to aiiangc and pciktf the new Ijfleir of this adniini- 
Illation, in the me^n while, tl • current affairs will re- 
cpiueyoui dailv a/hlfance to keep them in motion; ami 
111 botli, I mean both in touring the new mode of govern- 
ment, and condufchng the daily bufinefs, jou will find it 
ncccffaiy to conlult the iccords of the former admini- 
flration, tor the fike of due connefifion and tonfiflcnty. 
1 defire alfo to llioiton the tune, and leflcn the trouble of 
fuch a learch among the voluii inous books of confiiltations, 
by the mode piopolid, of laying bcfoie vou a fuccinfil 
view of each fiibjelt, with icfcrcnccs to the confultations 
for tlic fucctfliM oidcis which have been iflued, and the 
advices which have U*<n itccivcd ronceimng them. 1 
think .1 my duty to add, and I tliink I maj do it, without 
piefiiming too mnch upon the exper'eme which I hav’c 
arcjuiied in the alfaiis ol this govcinnunt, that I fliall be 
at all times liappv to affft ary Member of the Council 
with my coiTimunications upon an) point upon which he 
may dclirc to be fo intoimecl. 

“ Profcflions of 7eal, and fohcitude for the public good, 
are too c oninioiily made ufe of to be received with implicit 
cicdit, but I feel niy own honour, and my own intciefl, 
io intimately blended with the fiiccefsful iflue of the mca- 
fuies of this govcinment, that I may with truth, and with- 
out hazard of having m) declaration fiifpefled, affirm, that 
1 have not a wilh, even for m)felf, which has not the 
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of this intelligence. The fufpicions which the 
rumours they Irad heard in their way to India, and 

which 

,good of the •Company for its immediate objeft, and ray 
own ultimate!)', as derived from it. 1 believe I may fafely 
conclude the fame for the other gentlemen embarked with 
mein this great undertaking; arid I have the moll tho- 
rough confidence in your difpofitioii to unite with me in 
the prcfecution of the Company’^ interells, while I, witli 
the Itritleft fincerity and cordiality declare, that nothing on 
my part lhall be wanting to render that union elletlual. 

“ The points wliicli I lhall bog leave to fubrait tt) vour 
■confideration are, firll, the niude of condufctiiig the bufi- 
nefs ol the revenue ; and next, the political fyllem of thel’e 
piovinrcs. 

“ The general mode winch is at this time ellablilhed fot 
the manafieuieut of the i olleftions, is as follows ; I'hc pio- 
vinces arc formed into Cx divilions each comprehenning 
feveial inferior di^lIi^l!^, under the diiedlion of a Chief and 
Council ; tliefe icceive their orders from the Board at 
large, and report to them their pi otecdiiigs in a feparate 
dejiarlment, called a Council of Revenue; and for the 
greater facility of difpatrlnng bnfincfs with the inhabitant',, 
and for the prefervation of the ancient fonm. and rules ol 
■oflicc, a Dcwaii of mimllci of the levcnue is appointed to 
each divifiotx, who is joined to rhe Provincial -Counoil, and 
keeps all the accounts and records of the country lan- 
,fiuagcs. Native luperimendants die alfo appointed to each 
■Qiltri£t of the piovincial divifions, with the title of Ndibs, 
,and coirefpond wi'li the Piovincial Councils and Dewans. 
1 lie Dewaus alfo tranfniit their accounts ami proceedings to 
an office of ancient inflitution, lately transferred from the 
city of Moonliedabadto Calcutta, named the Klialfa, whir h 
js under the charge of an officer entitled the RoyRoyan,wlio 
ociafiorially fi's at the meeting of the Councils of Revenue, 
and is the channel of communication between the Boaul 
and the Dewans, tianfmiitiiig to the latter the counterparts 
of the orders ol the Board, which are fent to the Provin- 
cial Councils, and receive their anfwers. The exceptions 
to this general fyftem ate, the province of Chittagong, 
w'hicli, from its remote fituation andfmall revenue, has been 
left uiiJer the lingle charge of tlic chief of the faftory ; 

KUid 
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vhich a variety of circuinftances infpired, on ihci? 
arrival were confirmed. The great principle of 
/ govern- 

and the diflrifls of Pallamow and Ramgur, under Captain 
Camac and of the Jungultcrry of Curruckpoor, &c- 
nnder Captain Browne, 'i'hefe may l^e propci ly termed 
military collcttorlhips. They are coinpoled of the wild 
mountainous part ot the country, which have been lately 
reduced to a Hate of fubmiffion to government, and require 
the continual prefence of a military force to keep them in 
fubje6lion. I'he revenue which they yield is inconfider- 
ablc ; but the poHeflion of them is a feci;iity to the peace 
of the cultivated and more civilized lands in their neigh- 
bourhood, which, till their redutfion, were continually 
pxpofed to the ravages of wild and lawlefs pc«)ple inhabit- 
ing Uiem. With thefe miUtarv colleBors, the rorrefpon- 
dence was carried on by the Governor only ; hut accord- 
ing to the inflruflioos now received from the Company, it 
feems requifite that it fhould in future be condudied by tlie 
Council at large. 

“ I mull beg leave to conclude this fabjeft w-ith eamellljr 
offering my advice for the continuation of this lyftem in 
all its parts, with fuch alterations onlv as the late change 
in the government has rendered indiipenfably ncceflary. 
innovations are always attended with dilhculties and in- 
conveniences ; innovations in the revenue, w’ith a fufpen- 
fion of the collefcfions, and a change at this feafon of the 
year, would be particularly dangerous, as the time of the 
hcavieft payments is now approaching. For the fame rea- 
fon, your ipeedy determination upon the future mode of 
managing and collefting the levenucs would prove of eficn- 
tial fervice. 

“ The Court of Direftors have been ads’ifed of the 
formation of this eftablilhracnt, in corifequcnce of the orders 
tranfmitted to us iq their letter of the 7th of April, 1773; 
and we may fhortly hope to be furnimed with’ their final 
determination concerning it. I mull likcwifc recommend 
the continuance of the I’cparation which was originally 
made, of the revenue department from the otlier offices of 
the government, as the onlv means by which it can be re- 
gularly condufted ; and as there is no branch of the Com- 
pany’s affairs on which their intcrells fo cfl'entially depend, 

I rro- 
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^ovcnmcnt, to the operations of which rep6rt had 
attributed the molt falutaiy and fubAantia] amend-' 

ments 

I propofe that the Council do afTemble for the ronduft ot 
It, in the fan’C maimci as was prafchlcd the late Coun- 
cil of Rcvinuc. 

“ It im 11 be ncceffarv to form otlier fiibfidian rciru- 
latlons foi ftpiiatniT the re\,.nue from tlic c(<inm''indl 
departiTitnt, and preventing tor.ipcttitons Ututen them, 
and to dete’niiv wbat feivanis (hall be cniplo>cd m the 
levenue hianch; tliat the board of trade maj be enabled 
to na\r cl. /ue, tunri amongft the refl, of fiuli as will be 
leijuiicd (or (.onducting the commercial bufinefs. 

“ Ihe next pomr which I have jiiopofcJ for your con- 
fideiatioii, IS, the j’olitical f^flem o( tliclc proMni.es. 

“ The allidiKC with 1 c Na’xd) Suiali Dowlah, the Vi- 
7ir of the tinpiK, is the only fouMs;n corncdinn in which 
the govcniincnt tan w^h piopiuty he faid to he engaged. 
1 his took place origitiallv I \ the ticaty formed bv Lord 
Cine at Illalid'nd, in th*\ear 1765. 

“ Bt a new treaty with the \h7'ir, dated Sept. 8, 1773, 
in tonfecjucncc of an miciMcw I hacl with him at Benares, 
the montlils fulduK for the extiaordmaiy espence of our 
forces cni]do) ed in his alhllani e, was hxed at the lum of 
? 1 0,000 iiipce-. lor one brigade ; and tlic provinces of Cora 
and Illaliabad ceded to him loi tlic Aim of fifty lacks of 
rupees, of which twent) lacks weie 10 be niiniediaicly due, 
and were accordingl} paid , fiAccn lacks wcic to be paid 
at the expiration of a )cai, and the icinaining fifteen at 
the cxpnation of two veais. 

“ At the fame tune, the Vi/u bad folicilcd the aid of 
our troops to reduce the Rohilla countiv , lying on the 
noith of his dominions, between the Ganges and the 
mountains of Tibbel. 'Ihe immediate plea foi thefe hof- 
tilitics, was, the bieach of faith with which the Rohilla 
chiefs w'erc chaiged m the fupphes of money afforded by 
them to the Maiiattos, agauift whom they had fohcitcd 
and obtained the Virn’s aflillaiice, under a folemn en- 
gagement to pay lum forty lacks of rupees on the depar- 
tuicof tlic Aiairattos, and for rcfiifing aftciwards to fulfil 
that engagement. 


“ This 
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merits or reform, in every part of the whole ofheial 
arrangement, was materially dilferent from what 

they 

" This entcipii/c, tlie defit^n of which furmfhed the 
firft ocidfion (yl niy nicctmj* wn'.i the Vi/ir, foinied au 
aiticle in the oii^inal dianght of our ticdtv; hut it was af- 
feiwards omitted at his defiie; and I piomikd that it 
ifioidd Hill take place, if it fuittd the affaiis of tlie Coni- 
pam, at any othci tune when he fliould fend hiirfelf m a 
loiidiiion to lefiiine it. Accouhnjily, in tlie month ot 
Jamidiy, 177 J, the Vi/n made afoinial icquifition of the 
afiillance ot a Imgade of the Conqiany’s foicts, foi the 
detente of his doiiiimons, and for the prolccution of his 
forniei puipofe of invading ll.c tountiv of the Rolullas. 
roi this fttvue lie eiig Jtnd to pay tlie Coiiipanj, behde; 
the flipulated monthly ftiWid^, foitj lacks of rupees when 
it fhould be concluded. 

“ The Vtair s uqucfl was giantcd ; the fcconJ b.igade 
was oidered on this feivice, and Colonel Champion, the 
provifional Coniinaiidtr in Chut, ajqiointcd to the toni- 
inand. Having been |oined by the \’i7ii and his troops, 
he entered the Kohilla boidcis on lytli Apiil, and on the 
yjd of the fatne month, attacked and defeated the armv ot 
liic Roinll.is, cotiipianded by Ilafc/ Ralmiet, then leadei, 
who was killed i.i the «fiion. 'Ihis vittoiv’ was Jeeifive; 
no other enemy appc'aied in the held, and the V^i/ii hav- 
ing obtained jiofltlhon of the gieatcll pait of the counliv, 
both armies mat died on the 7th of May to the city of Bif- 
fooly, w'hcie quaiters w'eie prepar'd loi them, and it was 
intended tilt} fl ould pals the lains there; but the remain- 
ing Icadeis of the Rohillas having affembled forces, und'm 
the eommand of I')7oolJa Cawn, at Nejeebgui, a town 1 
the northern ticniici ot the eounti}. the Vizir, app.e- 
hending their ac(]uiting too great flrength, and that the 
Alariattos might return to infciiupt the opciations before 
they were biougiit to a coneluhon, pi evaded upon Colonel 
Clumpion to put the hi made again in motion, about the 
lattci end of Ju!}, and to march with linn againJt the 
enemy, although the rain wet e then at then height. The 
ttuops enjoyed leiiiaikaLle good health, and pioeccded 
without oppofition to Poticigur, the cneiiiv thing befoic 
them to the fkirts of the wiuilni the coinbined aiinics 

iia\c 
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they expefted. They faw the powerr of the 
pany wantonly exerted to give iandion and fuccefs 

to 

have followed them. They have lain for a confiderable 
time within a fhort diilance of each othei^; Colonel Cham- 
pion waiting for orders from the Selefl Cotnmittee, to pur- 
fue the enemy beyond the line to which he conceived 
himfelf limited by his inftniflions. The neceffary orders 
were feiit, and we ha*vc been for fome time pall in daily 
expeftaiions of hearing that the war was brought to a con- 
cluliun, either by the attack and defeat of the enemy, or 
by negociatton. The lafl letters from Colonel Champion, 
which you. Gentlemen, have read, were dated the ad in- 
ftant, and advife, that j’v zooila Cawn had delivered him- 
felf up, but that the negociation was flill continued. 

“ The advantages propofed from this expedition were, 
ill, an addition ot ^erntorv, and, of courfe, of wealth to 
the Vizir, in which the Cvnnpany will always participate, 
ed. The completion of the dclenlivc line of his dominions, 
by freeing them Irom an inconvenient neighbour ; and by 
taking into tiiem the whole Ipacc included between tlie 
Ganges and the northern mountains, 3d. The employment 
of a third part of our force, and a faving at the fame time 
of its expellees. And laflly, the Ihpulatioii of forty ]ack.s, 
to be paid on the contlufion of the undertaking. The re- 
treat of the Marrattos to their ancient tcrntoucs, and thfe 
violent diflenfions which had arifen in their Hate, were 
arguments llrongly favouring the time which was chofen 
for beginning the war ; and the jultice of it is fupported 
by the undoubted lefufal of Hafez Rahmet to fulfil the 
conditions of his treaty with the Vizir, of which the ori- 
ginal, witnelTed by General Sir Robert Barker, is in our 
pofftflion. 

“ Many detached events, fuch as the claim of the army 
to a fhare in the plunder of the conquered country, the 
donation offered to them by the Vizir, a daiin of the 
King Shah Allum to a fhare of the conquered dillriBs, 
will appear in the courfe of the correfpondence between 
the Seieft Committee and Colonel Champion, and do not 
require further notice in this place. 

he fecond payment of the tieaty money for Corra and 
lllalubad ftill remained undifeharged by the laft advices ; 

but 
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to op|>reffion and outtage, to profecute and realize 
the wildeft projeds of ambition^ at the expence of 

vhat- 

but orders had ilTued for effefting it, and an Englifli gentle, 
man had been appointed by the Vizir to receive and take 
charge of it at Fyzabad, his capital. 

“ The monthly fubfidy has been paid with fufficient 
exaflncis ; at Icaft we have had no information to the con- 
trary. The forty lacks of rupees, ilipulated for the per- 
formance of the' prefent fervice, I conftder as now due, 
though the Vizir makes fome objcflions ; but the defeat 
of F)’zoolla Cawn’s troops, or the conclufion of the nego- 
tiation with him, has, probably by this time, put the 
Company’s right beyond difpute. There remains alfo a 
ftnall balance of former acconnts ftill unadjulled ; thefe 
will conllitute the principal pari, if not the whole of our 
concerns with the Vizir; when the bufincfs on which we 
have been to this time engaged with him is concluded, 1 
apprehend no difficulty in procuring payment. 

Tlie hounds which I had prefenbed to myfclf in this pa- 
per, and wliich 1 have already exceeded, will not admit of my 
entering into a difeuffion of the benefits depending on the 
allianre of the Company with the Vizir > thefe will appear 
at laigc on vaiious parts of our records, to which I ffiall 
hcreaiter dillin^Uy icfer. They may be reduced to the 
following abridgment ; a fccuic barrier ; a conftant occu- 
pation for part of our ari'v; a reduflion of our military 
exj>enccs ; and an accumulaung fund of future wealth. He 
lannot long fnbfill without our proteflion, and is inca- 
pable, ot himfelf, of heconiing an objetl of our jealoufy 
or dpprchcnfion. Foi the bciier communication with the 
Vizir, ,ind for the maintenance of that confidence which 
IS netclfaiy to perpetuate t!i_ alliance between the Vizir 
and the Company, it has been judged advifeable to appoint 
a refident at the Durhai, as tlic immediate agent of the 
Governor, with whom alone he officially conrefponds. 
The gemlernan employed in that Ration is Mr. Nathaniel 
Middleton, with whofc diftretion, intcgiity and ability 
for the difchaige of this trull, I have every reafon to be 
abundantly /atisfied. 

“ The King remains at Delhi, the ancient C9pital of 
the empire, a mere cvpher in the adniinillratvon of it< 

Q With 
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whatever is moft facred to juftice and humanity, to 
eAabliih the claims, and extend the ufurpation of 

the 

With him our conneftion has been a long time fufpended, 
and I wifti never to fee it renewed, as it has proved a fatal 
drain to the wealth of Bengal, and the treafury of the 
Company, without yielding one advantage or pollible 
fource, even of remote benefits, in return. The tribute 
which he claims from the provinces hath been with-held 
from him fince his defertion of the Company, and his union 
with their natural enemies, the Marrattos ; and a refe- 
rence has been made to the Court of Direftors for their 
orders concerning the future payments of it, with every 
argument urged that can induce them to forbid it. 

“ The Marratta Hate, after having threatened the whole 
empire with fubje3ion, during the aftivc adminiftration of 
their Pailhwa, or a£ling Chief, Mahderow, has been for 
this twelve-month paft, the feene of internal dillrafcHons, 
which Hill fubfifts. On the death of Mahderow, bis bro- 
ther, Narain Row, fucceeded him. He was treacheroufly 
flain, and his uncle, Raganot Row, releafed from prifon, 
and declared Pailhwa in his Head. The minillers of the 
government, to whom he owed his elevation, became the 
obje61s of bis jealoufy, and afting from that iinpreffion, he 
made tlicm his enemies; they fonned a powerful com- 
bination againll him, fet up the new-born fon of Narain 
Row in competition agaiuit him, and defeated him. He 
has fince tlirown himfclf on the proteftion of Takojee 
Hulkar, and Mahadajce Smdea, two Chiefs of con- 
fideration, who were lately in the paity of his opponents. 
The leaders of this oppofition, Sookoram Bolboo, the 
principal minillcr; Gaujabov, the mother of the Pailh- 
was, Mahderow and Narain Row ; Shnbajec Bonfcla, the 
Chief of Bcrar ; and the Nabob Nizam Alii. The two 
lall may be rather confidcred as auxiliaries; Mordajee, 
the brother of Shubajec, was on the fide of Raganot Row 
till his defeat ; both the brothers arc now in Berar. The 
laft letter from Mr. Moftyn, the Refident at Poonah, 
dated the 22 d of Auguft, explains the ftate of thefe dif- 
putes to that period ; they feem yet likely to be of longer 
duration, and whencvxr concluded, will probably leave the 
prevailing party too weak to undertake any plan of remote 

couqueft. 
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the ftrong, over the natural and hereditary rights 
of the weak and defencelefs. The principles, the 

operationsi 

Conqueft, for fome time at leall to come ; of courfe we 
have no caufe to apprehend any diftuihances from the 
Marrattos, during the prefent feafon. 

The province of Berar, adjoinift’g to our own borders 
On the foutli and weft fide of the provinces, merits, front 
that confidcration, and from the power and independency 
of its rulers, a diflin6l confideration. The prefent 'ChiefV 
Shabujee Boitfela, is the brotlier of the laic Tanuje^'Bon- 
fcla, who for many years paft enjoyed the loverfiignty of 
the country. His brothers are Moodajee, wiio has been’ 
already mentioned in this narrative, aaid Bimbajce ; the 
latter poffelfcs very little Confcquence befides that which 
he derives from the credit Of his family. The two other bro- 
thers have been long at variance, but by the mediation and 
autlvority of Derriaboy.the widow of Janojee, and a Woman 
of great fpint and leputcd ability, prevented from carrying 
their animohty to violent extremes. Their being engaged 
in oppofitc fartions of the Marratto ilate, is not a certain 
proof of tlicir mutual enmity ; it being (as 1 underAand) a 
policy not uncommonly pra&ifed among the Marrattos, for 
the iame family to take different fidcs in civil diffenfions, 
with a view to its aggrandizement. While I was at Be- 
nares the lafl )ear, a Vakeel from Shawbajee Bonfela ar- 
rived at that place with a letter addiell'cd to me by that 
Chief, and attended me in Calcutta until the month of 
September laA, when he received his difmiAion to return* 
to his rnafterf in confcqucncc of orders received for that 
urpole. I'lie purport of Shatvbajec's letter, and the ver- 
al propofitiom made to me by hh Vakeel, Was to folicit 
the friciidlhip and alliance of this government ; to Which I 
have replied in fueh terms as were moft Kkely to encou- 
rage him to nearer advances, if he has formed any defigna 
which may make it llrongly hiitimereft to court the friend- 
fhip of the Company. He is defeended from the ancient 
Rt^ahs of Siltarah. The prefent Rajah i$ called Ram Ra- 
jah; he has no children. It is worthy of remark, an^ 
may ferv'e to convey fome idea of the inftability of the pre- 
fent government of the Marrattos, that it is cxcicifed 
tlirough two lubordinatc gradations. The Rajah, inwhofr 

Q 2 ’’.ame 
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operations, and the tendencies of government, ap- 
peared to them totally miltaken or mifapplied. In- 
llead of the pacific fyfiera the Governor-general had 
fo loudly profelfed and avowed, the army was at that 
moment employed in the extirpation of the Rohillas, 
with whom he had lately been allied, againft whom 
he pretended to have no refentment, but for the maf- 
facre of whom a fum of money was ftipulated. 
General Clavering, Colonel Manfon, and Mr. Fran- 
cis, boldly arraigned the origin, the conduQ, the 
objeft of this mercilefs expedition. They imputed it 
to a collufion between the Vizir and the Governor- 
general. It was unaccountable to them on any 
other principles than the felleft ambition in the one, 
and the fouleft corruption in the other. In thefe 
they unanimoufty refolved all that petulant ca- 
price which diftinguifhed the temper of Sujah 
Dowlah in dirc6ling the campaign, and that very 
pxquifite tendernefs with which the Governor-ge- 
neral efpoufed his vindication againft the reprefen- 
tations of the commander in chief. It ftruek them 
as an infult to the repeated orders of the Company, 
which conftantly enjoined and urged the obvious 

name all the orders of the ftatc arc iffuecl, is deprived of 
all authority. The Pailhwa, or prime Mmiller, an infant 
of nine months old, and the aflual Minifter oi Regent, who 
exercifes the legal pow'ers of botli ; a man deriving his au- 
thority folely from the combination of a few wealthy indi- 
viduals. From this divided flate of the Marratto empire, 
and the interclls and pretenfions of the fevcral competitors 
for power ainongll them, great political advantages may 
perhaps be attained to the Company, to which the prefent 
united f> ftem of the Company’s cflablilhmcnts in India, is 
well calculated to contribute. 


policy 
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policy Tof cultivating harmony with all the neigh- 
bouring Hates. It ftrengthened and extended that 
power which it was their intereft to preferve, in a 
fituation of dependence. It was an encroachment 
on thofe neutral rights which the Marrattos might 
think themfelves obliged to defend. It expofed 
the dominions of the Company to depredation, and 
taxed their engagements with infidelity and deceit; 
degraded the dignity of government, by yielding 
to the arrogance of a barbarian ; rifqued the liberty 
of a brigade, by refting their departure on his op- 
tion ; infultcd the feelings of the troops, by forcing 
them on a fervice of cruelty, and implicating their 
operations with a variety of fuch horrid feenes 
as refleft the foulcft difgrace on the arms of an en- 
lightened nation. They founded their reafoning 
on the manner in which the war was brought on ; 
the management which marked fo ftrongly its com- 
mencement and progrefs ; the rapacity, perfidy, 
and inhumanity of the Vizier’s charafclcr; the 
avowed objc£l of the enterprize ; and the dreadful 
carnage, depopulation, and general ruin in which 
it terminated. 

To allegations illiberal or grofs, the Governor- 
general deigned no reply. He' wilhcd to diftin- 
guifli between animated declamation and difpaf- 
lionatc enquiry. Many fafls on which the majority 
argued were at leaft equivocal. He denied the 
myftery attributed to his perfonal conference wdth 
the Vizier ; that his condu6i warranted the impu- 
tations with which it had been blackened ; that the 
Rohilcund was defolated; or that the prilbners 
taken in war had been inhumanly ufed. Thcfe 
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ivere not the reprefentations of trutb> but the exag« 
gerations of fancy. The meafure was fiiggefted by 
(die exigencies of government. The Company’s 
diftreifes y/ers increafed beyond a probability of 
relief, from the ordinary reiburces of the country ; 
and in the failure of thcfe, extraordinary means 
became indifpenfible. The orders of the Com- 
pany were in no inftance an explicit prohibition of 
employing their forces on fervices of fuch manife{( 
utility. They were dictated in a more liberal fpi- 
rtt, and permitted^ in circumftances not reducible 
to pofitive and invariable direBion, a difcretional 
latitude for the zeal of their fervants. The Rohil- 
las were a treacherous race. Their cataftrophe 
>vas the juft reward of their own demerits. The 
war was founded in the natural deftre of retaliat- 
ing wrongs- Our troops were not principals, but 
accellbries only. It was our duty, as well as in- 
tereft, to aftift in accomplifliing whatever augment- 
ed the fecurity of an ally, whofe enemies were 
purs. The Rohillas w'crc his aggreflbrs, and their 
reduftion was, of courfe, included in our engage- 
ments to defend him. He enumerated the advan- 
tages which would redound to the Company from 
this difpofition of their forces. It raifed a new 
barrier to their dominions, by extending the fron- 
tiers of Oude, and removing the Marrattos to a 
greater diftance. It brought nearly half a milliou 
fterling to their treafury. It difeipiined their ar- 
my, and relieved tbetn from onc-third of its ex- 
pence. In Ihort, he fcrupled not, in the fare of 
all the oppofition that was urged, to reft his ^o- 
on his reputadon in the fervice, his conftruc- 

don 
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tion of the Company's orders, the neceffity of the 
Itate, and the practicability of the objeCt. 

The majority, far from acquiefcingin thcfe rea- 
fons, came to the refolution, that the correfpon' 
dence of the Govertior-general, with the comman- 
der in chief, and the refident at the Vizir’s courts 
fhould be laid .before the board. He diflentei 
from this refolution, as equally illiberal and pK> 
mature. It divelted his declaration of credit, and 
the fituation he occupied of that confidence which 
its utility required. Mr. Middleton was his agent. 
Many of his letters were confined to confidentiad 
communications, in which the public had no con- 
cern. Thefe were made and trufied under the feal 
of fecrefy. He would not betray the unreferved 
opinions of a young man, which could produce no 
other confequcnce than ill-will or inconvenience 
to the author. They were hazarded only on the 
moft facred affurance, that they never Ihould be 
divulged from the perfon to whom alone fie con- 
ceived himfeif accountable for the part he a6led in 
that Itation. Without waiting for the papers he 
promifed to produce, or knowing whether the in- 
telligence they conveyed was imperfea or obfeure, 
an arbitrary demand was made for the minutiae of 
a correfpondcnce with which his peribnal feelings 
did not permit him to comply. To laying before 
the board Colonel Champion's official difpatches, 
he had no objedions. Such parts of their corre- 
fpondence, however, as were not altogether cor- 
dial, written with the freedom of private friends, 
and in a ftile different from that ufed in tranfading 

Q 4 public 
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public bufineft, he deemed it equally unnecefiary 
and improper to produce. 

This diffent was protellcd againft by the majo- 
rity, who finding, in confequence of the Company'* 
engagement with Sujah Dowlah, that an enter- 
prize had been undertaken in direft violation of 
fhat policy which they knew to be eftablifhed by 
higheil authority, that this was not the refult 
of any fpccific treaty, but of a veibal agreement 
only between the Vizir and the Prefident, and that 
the execution of it had carried our troops to fuch 
a dillance from the frontiers of Bengal, and fo 
confiderably to the north of Delhi, that the place 
of their encampment, in the beginning of Oflober, 
vwas not to be found in any common map of the 
country, they were warranted to demand the Tull 
poffelfion of every document which had any refe- 
rence to that tranfaftion. The connexion of the 
Jate adminiftration with the Company’s ally, not- 
withftanding all the lights they had received, was 
ftill to them in a great meafure unintelligible. All 
communications made by the refident at the Dur- 
bar, and the commander of the troops ftill in the 
field, to the Governor, on the fuhjcft under confi- 
deration, were, in their opinion, cffential to a com- 
plete information of the board. They grounded 
their requifition on the exprefs orders of the Com- 
pany. The Direflors, in their general letter of 
the 23d March, 1770, write thus: — ThcGover- 
nor, fingly, fjiall correfpond with th'e country 
V powers; but all letters, before they (hall be by 
f‘ him fent, muft be communicated to the other 

“ piera- 
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** members of the feleS; committee, and receive 
their approbation ; and alfo all letters whatever, 
** which may be received in anfwer to, or in the 
** courfe of his correfpondence, lhall likewife be 
** laid before the faid feleft committee, for their 
information and confidcration.” They denied 
that the chief of any council had a right to carry 
on a correfpondence with the minifters or officers 
of government, independent of that council, much 
lefs to refufe a communication of that correfpon-f 
dence, when requefted by them. 

The recal of Mr. Middleton from the Durbar 
was the confequcnce of thefe debates. Colonel 
Champion was at the fame time, though not with- 
out confiderable difeuffion, indrufled to fupply his 
place, to wait upon the Vizir, and to require pay- 
ment of his arrears to the Company, in virtue of 
the affiftance afforded him againil the Rohillas, 
and his other engagements. He was allowed a dif- 
cretionary power to relax in part of thefe de- 
mands, in cafe it might appear to him expedient, 
and to accept twenty lacks, after fecuring inftall- 
ments for the remainder, at any term not exceed- 
ing twelve months for the laft. His removal of 
the troops was to be regulated by the alternative 
of the Vizir's compliance or refufal. Meanwhile, 
advices were received, that the war, as wc have 
before related, was finifhed, and, in confequence 
of thefe, fome alterations took place in the Colo- 
nel’s inftruElions. 

In the courfe of thefe reiterated altercations, 
references were frequently and freely made to the 

Cover- 
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Governor-general's treatment of the King Shaw 
Allum. His detention of the tribute, as well as 
his difpofition of Corah and Allahabad, was oftener 
than once obliquely imputed to principles which he 
had not avowed. For the non-payment of the fub- 
ftdy he accounts, by alledging what advantage he 
might have derived from a collufive acknowledge- 
ment of the treaty. The King, he flirewdly pre- 
fumes, would have allowed him to make his own 
terms, and thanked him for the remainder*. It 
was certainly in his power, upon the fuppofition of 
his majefty's meannefs to have thus preferred his 
own interell to that of his conflituents. But to 
warrant opprefTion by impotence, or to argue in 
favour of one fpccics or degree of injuftice, from 
the capacity of perpetrating another or greater, is 
reducing all claims of right to e.xplicit principles of 
tyranny, and appealing dire6Uy from every mode 
of equity to the decifion of force. A jury of Eng- 
lilhn>en would hardly acquit the man convifted of 
robbery, for refting his defence on his innocence 
of murder. On the fame grounds, however, the 
Governor boldly juftiiics his pecuniary bargain 

* The Governor-general, in his adclrcfs to the Court of 
Direftois, by the flnp Anfon, dated March 25, 1775, avows 
this curious reafoning in thefe terms : The lloppage of the 
“ King’s tribute Was an aft of mine, and I have been often 
“ reproached with it. It was certainly in my power to have 
“ continued the payment of it, and to have made my terms 

w'ith the King, for any part of it which I might have eho- 
“ fen to icfervc for my own ufc ; he would have thanked me 
“ for tlic remainder,” 


with 
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with Sujah Dowlah^ for ihe terTkerieftof the prince 
whofe tribute he had already alienated. ** It was 
** not, &ys he, the want of the hinnfuds of Shaw 
** AMuna, which defeated the long concerted pro- 
« jeSsof the Due de Choifeul; nor will the pof- 
feflion of them quicken^he defigns cX the Ma- 
« rattos againft us. The fword which gave us the 
** dominion of Bengal, midl be the inftrumcnl of 
** its prefervalion ; and if it fhall ever ceafe to be 
ours, which God forbid, the next proprietor will 
" derive his right and poifeflion from the kune 
** natural charter." 

The military were chiefly employed, in 1774, 
againft various petty principalities, fituated cm the 
frontiers of the Bengal provinces, and who had hi- 
therto acknowledged no dependence on any of the 
neighbouring fovereignties. In fome places the 
Rajahs or great men were reduced and gave hof- 
tages as pledges of their future obedience ; in others- 
the peafants were every where driven from their 
houfes, the villages confumed, and the crops ut- 
terly deftroyed. Orders being ilTued from the 
council of Patna for a battalion of the Company's 
to feize or expel the Rajah Tuttah Shaw, Enlign 
Scott, who commanded the party, rigidly accurate 
and afliduous in the difeharge of his duty, purfued 
the unhappy man into the dominions of Oude, and 
made three of the Vizir's fubje6ls prifoners of war. 
Captain Crawford, under a flmilar direflion from 
the chief of Burdwan, entered Patcoom the begin- 
ning of December the fame year, with fix com- 
panies of fipoys, took the capital, levelled it with 

the 
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the ground, and to make the poft tenable, cleared 
the country. The natives, in a paroxyfm of de- 
fpair, aflembled to defend themfelves and families. 
He came up with them in a few days. They were 
cafily and effefclually difperfed. The whole that 
furvived, man, woman, and child, took immediate 
Ihelter among the hills, and left the diftrift without 
an inhabitant. This aftive officer coollv avows, in 
his difpatches, that he endeavoured to fow diflen- 
fion among the chiefs, in order to facilitate the bu- 
iinefs of reduftion or extirpation. Thefe excefies 
originated in an ambition to fubjugate a brave and 
warlike race of people, who, from time immemo- 
rial, had maintained their liberty in thefe moun- 
tainous and woody countries, which form’ fo great 
a part of the weftern divifion of Bengal. They bad 
no other mode of retaliating the injuries they re- 
ceived, than by fudden excurfions againft thofe 
neighbouring diftrifts which lay moll contiguous, 
and were moll dcfcncclcfs. They were confe- 
quently proferibed as a licentious banditti, and pro- 
ceeded againft by every means which the laws of 
war would allow. And in the true fpirit of the 
Bengal government, in cafe no other method 
would bring them to term.s, extirpation was deemed 
a meafurc perfeQly confiftent with jvjlice and found 
polity. The principles which have been imbibed 
and praftifed by all the tyrants and ufurpers, whofe 
villainies have defolated and embroiled the world, 
as jvjlice and found policy^ have been flavery, expul'- 
fion, daughter, or extermination. On thefe def- 
potifm, in every corner of the globe, ftill raifes her 

eftdblilh- 
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cllablifliments, and ambition her trophies. It ever 
Jias been the rage of the multitude to be led, which 
is the fertile origin of all that power by which id all 
ages they have gained lb little and fuffered fo much. 

In the beginning of the year 1775, Sujah ul 
Dowlah, Viz,ir of Oude, whofe health had for 
feme time been on the decline, breathed his lall. 
Ilis fon Miza Ammany, otherwife called Afoph ul 
Dowlah, fucceeded him in the fubadary. He did 
not pofTefs the talents of his father, whole llrength 
both of body and mind, was hardly equalled 
among his countrymen. This powerful ally of the 
Company had all at once been converted from a 
man of pleafure to no inconfiderable adept both in 
bufinefs and war. His fortunes were long, various, 
and equivocal. He foon hit upon the policy of 
attaching himfclf to the Englilh. Their enterprize 
and aftivity fuited the volatility of his tafte and his 
genius. His exterior and addrefs were plaufible, 
fpccious, and infinuating; but the prevailing ha- 
bits of his mind were bloody, treacherous, daf- 
tardly, and vindictive. And the fevcral treaties 
bctw’ecn him and the Company’s fervants, are a 
proof tliat however inferior to them in the field, he 
had greatly the advantage in almoft every negoci- 
ation. Several alterations took place in the Com- 
pany’s connection with the young Nabob. The 
fupreme council determined that the fpecific con- 
ditions of their former alliance with the Vizir ex- 
pired w’ith him, and that it was their duty to derive 
as much advantage as polliblc from a renewal of 
their fricndlhip to his fon. Mr. Briftow, who had 

fu<;- 
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fucceeded Mr. Middleton in the refidency of Fizy- 
abad, fet out in the beginning of February, 1775, 
and in a few months agreed with the Nabob to 
guarantee to him the provinces of Corah and Aila> 
habad ; that the ilipulatcd fubfidy for the fcrvicc 
of the brigade Ihould be increafed ; and that the 
Company fhould be invefled with the fovereignty 
and polfefiion of the diilri^s under Chck Sing in 
perpetuity. The majority aflumed great merit from 
the very fubllantial benefits which it conferred on 
the Company. Nor would it have tarnifhed the 
luftre of their reign, had this been the only in- 
fiance in which even they could facrifice the claims 
of effential juftice to the rapacity of their conftitu- 
ents. The Governor-general’s only objc&ion was, 
that he thought it never could be thoroughly real- 
ized. It was fully debated at the board, but ulti- 
mately carried. 

Thefe diflenfions, which had feparately tranfpired 
before the arrival of any regular difpatches in Eng- 
land, very much inflamed the friends and abettors 
of the fcvcral individuals interefted in the ilTue of 
the conteft. The DireHors alarmed for the confe- 
quences of fuch violent proceedings, laid the whole 
fubjefts in reference forthwith before the proprie- 
tary. Various courts w'ere held, and much fub- 
tilty and manceuvring difplayed on both fides. 
The objc6l was no longer the good of the Company 
or community at large, btU which of the parties 
fliould prove victorious. The fenfc of the whole 
may be colleFied from the DircElors general letter, 
dated the 1 5th of ilocember, in which they con- 
demn 
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demn the principles of the Rohilla war, and juftify 
the recal of Mr. Middleton, as diflatisfied with the 
policy in the one cafe, and in the other, giving it 
as their opinion that the board were fully entitled 
to a deliberate pcrufal of all the refident’s letters. 

The difeurd which prevailed in the fupremc 
council was foon communicated to the natives. It 
was a fpccies of intelligence which facilitated its 
own propagation, by the eager curiofity which it 
every where excited. The houfes of the indivi- 
duals who compofed the majority, were fuddenly 
furrounded with complainants, who importuned 
them, by an inceifant repetition of tlteir grievances, 
for redrefs, Inftances of oppreffion in the former 
adminiltration were every day exhibited, and even 
among that timid and diffident people, there were 
not wanting who had the refolution to bring perfo- 
nal accufations againft fcrnic of the firft officers of 
ftate. The black merchants in Dacca charged 
Mr. Richard Barwell with’ a feries'of barbarities 
which even fliock humanity in the recital. They 
affert, that he extorted a confiderable fum front 
them by menaces, by confining them in tlie fiocks^ 
by imprilbnmcnt, and by ttarving them under a 
military guard, into his own terms. T.he ignomi- 
nious punilhment of the flocks was inflihled on them 
when the weather was exceedingly bad, and the 
rains infuffeiably heavy, and in a plain where, 
having no covering to their heads, or any part of 
their body, and nothing underneath them but the 
bare earth, they were equally expofed to the incle- 
mency of the Iky, ^d tlie dampnefs of a fpc« 

fwim- 



^40 TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 

fwimming in water. To heighten the cruehy of 
their fituation, they were not unfrequently treated 
in this manner in the middle of the day, when' the 
fcorching heat of a vertical fun is mod intolerable. 
The objefts of his implacable feverity were not 
young, nor accullomed to fuch hardfhips as are 
incident to a low or laborious life, but men of a 
ifcputable profeflion, men aged and inBrm, and men 
who had ferved the Company, without cenfurc or 
complaint, for thirty years. 

The retrofpeQion of the majority was carried 
with accuracy and perfeverance into every depart- 
ment of date, and extended to all the various ob- 
jefls and funflions of adminidration. It was none 
of the lead accufations againd Mr. Hadings, that 
he had annihilated the landed property throughout 
the kingdom of Bengal. The ancient Zemindars^ 
who had enjoyed their edates without moledation, 
by inheritance from father to fon, for many gene- 
rations, were difinherited. Their pofTeflions had 
been literally expofed to fale, and configned to 
thofe who ofliered the highed terms. This fydem 
was condemned, as peculiarly hard and opprcldve. 
The greated men in the country were confequently 
under the hard neceflity of contending for their 
lands, againd a combination of ufurers and pecu- 
lators, or in lieu of their extenfive dominions, to 
content themfelvcs with their houfe, and fuch a 
penfion as tlie date thought proper to aflign. No 
meafure could more edeQually alienate the minds 
of the natives, or dedroy their confidence in go- 
rernment. The landed proprietory were at one 

drokc 
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ftrokc deprived of all influttnee. Their power and 
their zcmitwlaries were,loft together. The menial 
fervants of the Englifli, -whofe fathers they ivould not 
furoe fet with the dogs of their as an indignant 
Chief exprefles it, entered into their patrimonial 
lands. Cantoo Baboo, the banian or native ftew- 
ard and manager to Mr. Haftings, held two con* 
trafts in his own name, and that of his fon> for 
confiderabiy more than an hundred and fifty ihou- 
land pounds per annum. With the fame fufpicious 
appearance, the fame favourite of power occupied 
farms which paid annually to the landed revenue 
nearly an equal fum. The whole zemindary of 
Baharbund was granted to the fon of this man, 
a boy not more than ten or twelve years of age, 
though mefhioned by the Governor-general as a 
man of credit and property. Indeed -the majority 
avowed it, as their folemn and formal opinion, that 
there was no fpccies of peculation from which the 
late adminiftration had thought proper to abftain. 
They <ncn thought the proofs of the Governor- 
general’s appropriating four parts in fcvcpi of the 
falary with which the Company was charged for the 
Phoufdar or Commander of Hughly, were fuch as, 
whether fufficient to convift him in a court of juf- 
ticc, did not leave a doubt concerning his crimi- 
nality in the mind of any unprejudiced perfon. 
The falary was feventy-two thoufand rupees, and 
they afferted that Mr. Haflings fliared one half, 
and that the l^te Phoufdar was turned out of office 
merely becaufe his terms were not fo favourable. 



84* TRANSACTIONS JN* INDIA- 

In this manner the Govern6r-general, notwitfi-* 
{landing that integrity of intention, and purity of 
chara£icr, to which he has always been fo much in 
the habit of appealing, was formally accufed of the 
grofieft venality and corruption. Indances were 
produced, in which individuals of confiderable fta- 
tion and refpcflability, came forward in fupport of 
the charge. The Ranny of Burdwan impeached 
her duan, or treafurer, with lavifhing immenfe 
fums on fome of the Company's fervants, in con- 
fideration of his appointment to that high and lu- 
crative fituation. When this affair came before 
the Board, and a motion was made for going into 
a ferious difcuflion of the fa6t, the Governor-gene- 
ral, inftead of daring his accufers to the proof, or 
confiding in that innocence which he Ibudly aifert- 
ed, availed himfelf of his privilege, and would not 
fubmit to be confronted in a court where he was 
himfelf the prefident ; but retired in difguft, with 
his friend Mr. Barwell. The majority, however, 
who thought it their duty, were willing to come at 
the truth ; and the Ranny 's agent produced ac- 
counts of fifteen thoufand rupees given to Mr. Haf- 
tings, and nine thoufand to other Members of the 
Prcfidency. Bridjoo Killiore, who had purchafed 
his preferment by thefe pecuniary prefents, ob- 
jefcled to the authenticity of the documents thus 
exhibited in proof of the peculation j but his fecrc- 
tary fworc pofitivcly that the flatcment, correflly 
as it flood, was made according to the treafurer’s 
exprefs order, and that he had reprefented thes. 
tranfaftion prccifcly and literally as k happened. 

The 
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The ilnfortunate Nuncomar, whofe melancholy 
fexit can never be forgotten by his countrymen, 
had the temerity to produce fome heavy charges 
of this kind againll Mr. Haftings, and even to ap- 
pear in perfon, for the purpofe of fubftantiating his 
allegations. When the Rajah, however, prelfedto 
be heard, and to cltabliiSi the fafls he had llated,' 
by incontcdable evidence, the Governor-general, 
who deemed the dignity of his lituation paramount 
to every confideration on earth, fuddenly dilTolved 
tlie Council; and leaving it, in concert with Mr. 
Barwelt, protefted againft whatever meafures tho 
majority fhould adopt in bis abfence. But they 
pcrfifted, notwithilanding this hardinefs and perti- 
nacity in the exercife of a prerogative ftill unde-* 
cided, to difeharge thofe obligations to the public 
and to juftice, which they confidered, with equak 
Ileadincfs, as indifpentible. Nuncomar was accor- 
dingly called m, and very clofely interrogated. 
He ftated with accuracy, firmnefs, and fimplicity^ 
the feveral Turns which he had hirafclf paid the 
Governor-general, and mentioned the names of 
hich individuals as had been privy to the tfanfac- 
tion. He delivered, at the fame time, a letter ad-, 
dreffed to himfelf, under the feal and lignature of 
Munny Begum, in which (he declared that the 
Covcrnor-gencral had aWb rccei- ed from her a pe- 
cuniary douceur of Confiderable value. The 
vouchers he produced in confirmation of thefe ex- 
traordinary negociations, appeared to the Mem- 
bers of Council perfectly authentic and fatisfac- 
tory. 
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Nuncomar was in the mean time an objc€k of 
machinations little fufpeded either by him or his 
friends. It feems to have been determined, that his 
zeal in profecuting Mr. Haftings Ihould, in one 
fhape or other> be amply and fpeedily retaliated. 
While this matter pended before the Council Board, 
the Rajah was adually tried fbr a confpiracy againft 
Mr. Mailings, in concertwith Jofeph Fowke, Fran- 
cis Fowke, and Roy Rada Churn *. The jury, 

* Many are the inftances which might be fpecified to 
prove how cruelly the exquifite fenfibility of the native 
Indians are fported with by our countrymen. The tragical 
flory of Commaul O Deen will never be forgotten in In- 
dia, and the difhonour it refle£ls on our politics, will laft 
as long as it is remembered. This man, by the intrigues 
of party, while the altercation between a majority oi the 
Council and the Governor-general was carried on with 
very little temper or decency on either fide, was inveigled 
to give evidence againft Jofeph Fowke, Francis Fowke, 
Mana Rajah Nuncomar, and Roy Rada Chum, on a 
charge of confpiracy againft Warren Haftings, Efq. His 
evidence was fo confufed and contradiQory, that tlie ver- 
di£l was given in favour of the defendants. Commaul 
O Deen being deep in arrears to government, thefe perfens 
had interefl enough, as it would leem, tifinftigate the offi- 
cers in the revenue department againft him. He was con- 
fcquently imprifoiicd ; but the Supreme Court efpoullng 
his caufe, be was immediatelyrelcafcd by Habeas Corpus. 
The very’ next day he was again imprifonctl, and again re- 
leafed ill the fame manner. He then fent to Hughly for 
his fon, to fuperintend his affairs, during tranfaaions 
which fo unavoidablyengrofled and diftraSed his attention. 
In coming up the river to Calcutta, tlie youth was unfur- 
tipiately drowned. ^This unexpeEled difaner, co-operating 
with his other embarralTments and fufferings, fuddenly 
overwhelmed him witli deipair. He then became an objea 
of pity and commiferation to all his friends and former ac- 
quaintance. And it was not long before he abfeonded, 
and has never been heard of fince. 


however. 
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however, proBoanced him not guilty ; but an accti- 
fation, mor<e ferious and intereiling, was prepared 
and kept in referve againft the unhi^)py Chief. He 
was foon after charged with having effed^d a for< 
gery, dated feveral years before, for this crime 
he was capitally indited, tried before the Stapreme 
Court, condemned by an «c pojl JaBo ftatute, an^ 
hangedL -though the offence of which he was ar- 
raigned was not capital, by the laws of the country 
in which it was committed. The multitudes of 
people who witnefled tire execution were prodi- 
gious, and they viewed the fpe&acle before then 
with vifible expreflions of horror and ccmflerna- 
tion. Europeans had tu>t heretofore menaced 
ihe inhabitants with fuch an awful fight, in the 
pacific provinces of Bengal. The privileges of 
Bramins are deemed, in every pant of India, in- 
violable. They commute capital punifhment, «and 
are exempted, by what may be called the common 
law of the country, from every fpecies of perfbnal 
outrage. Nuncomar was at the head of this facred 
call, whom ihe Hindoos regard eviery where with 
an idolatrous veneration. His ignominious death 
was confequently much more fhocking in India, 
than if a nobleman of the higheA diftindion, 
prince of the blood, or even a crowned head, were 
in any European Bate fentenecd to fiiffer by the 
hands of the common hangman. All the natives 
prefent, amounting to many tboufands, difperfed 
as by common fignal, the moment h<s was turned 
off, with unufiial precipitation, countenances dif- 
torted by def^ir, and their mouths filled with ex- 

R clamations 
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damations of the mod extreme agony and horror ! 
They departed fo inftantly and entirely from this 
fatal fpot, thai*the Rajah had not yet expired when 
no body was fepn about the gallows^ but the ftieriff 
and his attendants^ and a few European fpeF- 
tators ! 

Circumdances vrcrc implicated in this tranfac> 
tion, which roufed and intereded the feelings and 
attention of all confiderate perlbns in both coun- 
tries. A man of illiidrious rank and didindion, 
fuffering death for a crime not capital by the laws 
under which he lived^ andpunilhed in this manner, 
only in confequcncc of a foreign and poderior in- 
ditution; the commencement of the profecution at 
the critical moment when Nuncomar dood forward 
to convift the Governor-general of the mod aban- 
doned proditution of the authority under which he 
filled the highed fituation in the patronage of the 
Company; the extreme unrelenting rigour with 
which the procefs was carried on, in direft vio- 
lation of all thofe regards and decencies which the 
remoted antiquity, and univerfal ufage, bad ren- 
dered facred ; the virulent eagernefs of Mr. Haf- 
tings, and his partizans, to c:^;pofe, to blacken, to 
criminate, and even to execrate and vilify the cha- 
ra6ier of an individual^ thushaplefs apd degraded; 
and the grofs profufion of fpvil intemperate lan- 
guage which damps every apology which has yet 
been offered fpr thefe proceedings, are premifes on 
which few competent and impartial judges would 
l^e apt to conclude, that in this political trit^l no 
ipecies of fympathy fvtbfrded between the Governor- 

general 
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(general and the Supreme Court*. Juftice, the 
'ftable fecurity of property and lif^ when impar- 

^ 

* In a minute of the Majority, whilfl this important 
raufe was pending before d>e Supreme Court, dated the 
1 ith of April, 1755, it is accounted for in the manner 
iolluwing : 

“ Maha Rajah Nuncomar, whom the Governor calls 
mijereant, w'e found had been, a very little time be- 
fore, his bofom friend, oonfulted on all occafions, and 
fupported by him againft the united protejl of MefTrs. 
Graham, Lawrel, and Dacres, who were clofelyconnefl- 
“ ed with Mahomed Reza Cawn, although the Governor 
" knew him to have been, as he noxv fays, guilty of a for- 
“ gert% We have rcafon to fufpeft that the intention was 
“ to make him Banyan to Geileial Clavering, tod'urround 
“ the General and us with the Governor’s creatures, and 
to keep us totally unacquainted with die real Rate of the 
“ government. By this and other fUmfy devices, fo con- 
“ fonant to the principles of Afiatic policy, in which the 
“ Governor-general has been fo long cxercifed, he pro- 
bably ilattcicd himfelf, that men unprafHled in fuch arts, 
*' be perjplexed and circumvented. I^uncomar, 

“ finding himfelf deceived or difappointed by the Cover* 
‘I nor general, foon made ufe of tlie means which his inti* 
“ mary with the Gov'ernor had put in his power, to gratify 
‘‘ his refentment. Whatever might have been his mo- 
tives, his difcoveries have thrown a clear light upon the 
Honourable Governor-general’s conduft, and the means 
he had taken of making the very large fortune he is faid 
topoflefs, of upwards of fort)’ lacks of rupees, ^htchhe 
mull have amalTcd in about two yeais and a haif." 

The^ Governor s aiifwer to the proteft mentioned in the 
preceding minute, is defigned, ExtraEl oj the Proceedings 
^ Committee of Circuit at CeJJimbuzar, dated the i%tk 
S' difpute originated in the appoint- 

nieiH of Nuncomar’s fon to the office of Dewan of the 
lumfehold, and manager of the Nabob’s finances. Meffrs. 
Dacres, Lasvrcl, and Graham, objcQed to this nomination, 
bccaule they confidered it in effeft the appointment of 
Wuncomar, whole political condutl they criminated by a 
^reat variety of evidence. The Governor vindicates his 

R 4 anangc- 
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lially adminiflered, was in this inftance converted 
into a daftardly engine of tyranny. In tiie riot of 
Unbridled amI;>ition, the belt founded claims of the 
innocent and obnoxious, become feeble and unavail* 
ing. The feelings of the natives were wantonly and 
incurably wounded, by the fufferings ofNuncomar. 
It was an infult to the cuftoms, the laws, the re- 
ligion of all the Gentoo nations. The fafl on 
which a criminal procefs was founded againll him, 
had then, and for feme time before, been under 

arrangement by a minute of feme length, in which are 
thofe remarkable words. — “ He [Mr. Haflings ] tliinks it 
“ but jullice to make a diflincHon between the violation 
“ of a truA, and an offence committed againll our govcin- 
merit, by a man who owed it no allegiance, nor wa.s in* 
“ debted for prote£lion ; but, on the contrary, wa.s the ac* 
** ^t»al-fcrvant and nunillcr of a mailer whole intercll na- 
" turally fiiggcllcd that kind of policy wliich fought, by 
“ foreign aids, and the diminution of the power of tlie 
“ Company, to raife his own confcqucnce, and rc-cllablilh 
his authoiity. He has never been chaiged wiih any in- 
“ fidelity to the Nabob, Mcer Jallicr, the conllant tenor 
“ of whofe politic s, from his firil accclfion to the nl/,amut 
“ till his death, conefpond in all points fo exafclly with the 
artifices which w’cre dete^ied in his niiniller, that they 
“ may be as faiily aferibed to the one as to the other ; their 
“ immediate obje£l W'as, beyond qiieliion, the aggrandife- 
ment at the former, though the latter had ultimately an 
equal intercll in their fuccefs. The opinion w'hich the 
Nabob hlmfclf entertained of the fervices, and of the 
“ fidelity of Nuncomar, evidently appeared, in the diilin- 
“ guifhed mat Its which he cominuetl to fliewr him of his 
“ favour and <.(,nfidfnce to the latcfl hour of hi^ life. His 
“ conduit in the fuccceding adminiftration appears not 
“ only to have been diilated by the fame p^'inciples; but 
“ if we may be allowed to fpeak favourably of any inca* 

“ fures which oppofe the vie\vs of our own government, 

‘‘ and aimed at the fupport of an adverfe intercll, furely it 
was not only not culpable, but c\cn fraije-wortky," 

legal 
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legal inveftigition in a civil liiit, the event of 
which could only be decided by the authenticity 
of the deed which he was charged with having 
forged. In a cafe fo perfe^y new and extraordi- 
nary, why was not the execution of the fentence 
fuf^^cnded until his Majefty’s pleafure could be 
known. But the Rajah was thus denied a refpite, 
at the very inftant of arreft under the prote£lion 
of the board, in the midft of his evidence againft 
the Governor-General, on a chv.ge of betraying the 
confidence of his employers, in taking money from 
the Cotnpany’sdepcndents. Combining allthefecir- 
cumltauces together, it will be difficult to coniider 
the trial and fate of Nuncomar in any other light 
than a political mcafurc, tending to deter the na- 
tives from accufing, or even giving evidence of 
corrupt practices againft any Britilh fubjeft in a fi- 
tuation of trull and influence. A management 
thus hofitle to the fafety of individuals, contributed 
in a great meafure to render that timid and pa- 
tient people rather referved and diflembling, than 
difpofed publickly to complain of abufe, or openly 
to refent- injuries, not prompt to difeover fraud, 
extortion, or peculation, but (lily to take refuge 
from oppreffion in the obliquities of intrigue, or 
the infignificance of vaflalagc. And fuch were the 
beginnings of that diqpk, infidious fyftem of dupli- 
city, concealment, inconfiftency, temerity, and 
breach of faith, which was dellincd foon to colour 
and pervert all the departments of our Indian go- 
vernment, to invelop in impenetrable myftery the 
mod important und interefling tranfafilions which 

^ after- 
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afterwards took place between the Company’s fer^ 
vants and the country powers, and to involve us 
in a ferids of embarraffments from which only fuch 
a combination of contingencies as could neither be 
ibrefeen nor cNpeflcd could deliver. 

Thcfe various and complicated tranfaftions ap- 
peared, in the reports and accounts of them which 
reached England, in a fhape perfeflly myfterious 
and unintelligible. All the influence and manage- 
ment of the Governor-General, howover, could 
not at that time reconcile the charafleriflic ho- 
neily of his countrymen to the niinierous intrigues 
of which he flood accufed. The inflexible and 
flurdy probity of a Clavering and his colleagues in 
oppofUion, commanded fuch a confidence and re- 
fpefcl, as could only be diioinifhcd or loft by an 
alraoft total cxtinfclion of public virtue. Mr. Haf- 
tings’s fituation was now become defperate. His 
projefts were not only fupprclfed, and his prero- 
gatives circumferibed by a llubborn majority', but 
the odium raifed againft him by the natives, in con- 
fequence of his feveritics, was become pcrfonally 
difgulling. In proportion as the dread of his power 
abated, he was treated with lefs diftinflion and re- 
fpeft. His official duty was rendered irkfome from 
the fyftcmatic animadverfion to which all his ahlions 
w'ere inevitably fubjefled, ^d his private hours 
were exhaufted in digefting the materials of his 
public defence. It was in thcfe circumftances that 
he conceived and executed an experiment in the 
fcience of politics, which is not furpafled by the 
moft celebrated eccentricities in Machiavcl, and 

which 
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which leaves all the verfatilities even of our mo- 
dern llatefmen at the greateft difiance. It is for- 
tunate where a perfon fuccecds to a Situation of ex- 
tenlive authority, when the pofture of afiairs under 
his management correfponds with his talents and 
principles; but few are the chara6ters who can 
uniformly accommodate themfelves to the conftant 
viciffitudes or mutations fo incident to every ftate 
and modification of human life. 

The delinquencies attributed to Mr. Hafiings's 
official conduft, had drawn upon him the cenfure 
of the Court of Direftors. This fentence was cor- 
roborated by the unanimous approbation of the 
Proprietors. It had even been refolvcd to pre- 
pare an application for Mr. Hallings’s difmilfion. 
Another general court was however called on this 
proceeding, and- he was openly fupported by a con- 
liderable majority, who profefled to entertain a 
good opinion of his abilities and re6titude of in- 
tention, notwithfianding the renfure paffed upon 
him. They Teemed difpofed to acquiefee in what 
had been done, without being folicitous to puffi the 
matter farther. The offences fpecified were of a 
.very ferious nature, and but recently condemned. 
They did not, therefore, think it politic or decent 
to attack dircfclly the refolution of the Direftors, 
for applying to his Majefty, but were content with 
funply voting in the ballot, That it fhould be re- 
“ confidered." The confequence was, that the 
bufinefs remained in fufpence for fome months. 

About this time Mr. Lauchlin Macleane was de- 
legated from India to England, as the agent both 

pf 
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the Nabob of Arcot and of Mr. Haflings. On 
jd»e loth of O^obfr, 1776, the Governor-General, 
by the agency of this gentleman, lignihed to the 
Court of Direflors his defire to refign his office, 
and requefted their nomination of a fuccefibr to the 
vacancy which would by that means beoccahonedin 
the fupreme council. To a requilkion thus ferrous, 
important, and unexpe^ed, the Diredors hefitated, 
until they knew by what authority Mr. Madeane 
aded fo decifive a part. He alleged, however, 
that the credentials with which he was iiitrufted, 
by the papers in his cuftody being mixed with other 
matters of a nature extremely confidential, could 
not be produced in open court, hut he was ready 
to fubmit them to the infpe6lion of any three of 
iheir members they might think eligible for that 
purpofe. A feled; committee was accordingly ap- 
pointed, to examine the authenticity and validity 
of a propofition thus repu^ant to the whole tenor 
of Mr. Haftings's official condufl. The gentlemen 
empowered for this purpofe were, the Chairman, 
Deputy Chairman, and Richard Beecher, Efquire ; 
who found from the purport of Mr. Haftings’s in- 
ftruflions, contained in a writing given to Mr. 
Macleanc, and produced by him to them, Mr. 
Haftings declared he would not continue in the 
government of Bengal, unlefs certain conditions 
therein fpecified could be obtained, of which they 
faw no probability. This report was avkthenticated 
at the fame time by Mr. George Vanfittart, who 
had been prefent when thefe inftruftions were 
given to Mr. Madeane ; and Mr. Stewart likewife 

averred, 
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averred, that Mr. Haftings declared to him that 
he had given dirc6lions to the fame purpofe by 
Mr. Macleane. 

I'his cautious and punctilious proceeding in the 
Court of Directors, probably originated in their 
dreading the charge of becoming accomplices to 
an evafion of the a6t, by which Mr. Haftings, re- 
hgning the fervice, would efcape the confcquence 
attached by law to a difmiflion. Hitherto he had 
only been fupported by a majority in the General 
Court ; but if on application from the Directors to 
his Majefty and Council, then in contemplation, 
a removal fhonld have taken effeCt, no interell 
could have polTibly reftored him. A claufe in the 
Regulating ACl of 1773 precluded for ever his 
return to the Company's fer\'ice. Aware of a cir- 
cumftance thus critical, the part they aCted was 
fingularly guarded. But nothing being now want- 
ing to their fatisfaClion, the refignation was for- 
mally accepted. Mr. Wheeler was named to fill 
the vacancy, and prefented for his Majefty's ap- 
probation, which was received. The mcafurc was 
complete, and the fituaiion thus vacated by Mr. 
Haftkigs legally filled. The whole proceeding of 
courfe being notified in Bengal, General Clavering, 
as fenior in council, was entitled to fuceeed to the 
office of Governor-General. 

In no part of his official conduft has Mr. Haf- 
tings fubmitted to thofe ties which have always 
been binding on others. On this occafion he em- 
braced the hardy refolution of difavowing his agent, 
denying bis letter, and renouncing his friends. — 

When 
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When General Clavering required him to furrefi- 
der the keys of Fort William, and of the Company’s 
treafures, he ftoutly refufed compliance, denied that 
his ofHce was vacated, and declared his refolution to 
aiTert and maintain his authority by what he called 
every legal means. The immediate confcquence 
of this unexpefted pertinacity was an open fchifm 
in council. General Clavering aflerted his right 
to the office, with which he conceived himfelf le- 
gally and formally invefted by his fuperiors. He 
was ftrenuoufly fupported in thefe pretenfions by 
his friend Mr. Francis. Colonel Manfon having 
died fome months before, Mr. Barwell adhered to 
Mr. Haftings. Thefe two parties affcmbled fepe- 
rately. A double government of confequence 
took place, and every thing was running faft into 
confufion. All authority was for the time fufpend- 
ed. And fo high were thefe diflenfions carried by 
the various adherents of the refpeftive claimants, 
that the conteft might have ended in a civil war, 
had not the judges of the fupreme court, on a re- 
ference to them, fettled the controverfy, by decid- 
ing " that the relignation was an invalid aft, and 
that Mr. Haftings was ftill in the legal pofleffion of 
his place, notwith handing his fuperiors had aftually 
difpofiefled him on his own terms, and fupplied it 
by a new appointment.” It was extraordinary e- 
nough that the nullity of this relignation Ibould 
not have been difeovered in England, where the 
documents and aft authorizing the rcfignatiou then 
were, where the agent by whom the meafure had 
been formally' executed was, where the evidences 

who 
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Viio fubftantiated thefe materials retided^ and where 
there was and could be no want of legal advice^ 
either on the part of the Company, or the Crown. 
The judges in India, however, without any regard 
to the approbation of Majefty, which literally 
made the new appointment his, boldly fuperfeded 
that appointment, by declaring that the a£iual af- 
fumption of the government by the member of the 
council next in fucceffion to Mr. Haftings, in con- 
fcqucncc of any deduftion which could be made 
from the papers communicated to them, would be 
abfolutely illegal. 

This decifion was feafonably interpofed, and put 
an immediate end to the divifion in the meeting, 
though not in the minds of the Council. Mr. 
Haftings eagerly grafped the apparent advantage 
which this dcterminatioi? alFordcd, to fix a ftigma 
on the other party in fevcral violent rcfolutions, 
adopted for the obvious intention of menacing them, 
with an cxpulfion from their fortper fituation in the 
government and fcrvicc of the Company. 

The management in this whole affair, from firft 
to lafl, appears wonderfully exqiiifite. To every 
individual whofc fentiments did not perfcQly coin- 
cide with thofe of the Governor-General, the de- 
cifion of the judges, from their known politics, 
could not feem totally devefted of partiality. The 
paJfionatc and extravagant proceedings in the 
council-general, fubfequent to fuch an inftance of 
moderation in General Clavering as the rclinqviifti- 
ment of claims thus formally eftabliflicd, afforded 
the judges an opportunity of alfuming an appear- 
ance 
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ftnce of that capdour which lb well became' their 
chara6fcer, by interpofing their opinion and advice^ 
** That all parties fhotdd be placed iit the fame 
** fituation in which they flood before the receipt 
** of the lafl advices frcnn £nglandj referving and 
« fubmitting to a dccifion in England, the refpec- 
** live claims that each party may conceive they 
** have a right to make ; but not afting upon thofe 
** claims till Rich decifion lhall arrive in Bengal.” 

The confequences of thefe tranfa£lions were of 
a piece with the principles that produced them. — 
Though Mr. Hallings cenfured the agency of Mac- 
leane as an inflance of die groifeft forgery, he did 
not treat that gentleman as an impoftor. The Di- 
reftors promifed to take thefe extraordinary mea- 
fures under their rooft ferious and earlieft confide* 
ration, and with this declaration appear to have 
clofed the account, and difmiffcd the fubjeEl for 
ever. And the members who confcientioufly dif* 
charged their duty in implicitly obeying the orders 
of their employers, continued as ufual to receive 
from time to time unprofitable applaufe and nov 
fupport. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

'The firjl Marratto IVoT'^Aiubdotei of that People-^ 
Interference by the Bombey Brefiewy in their DiJ}m~ 
fions — Treaty with Ragoba — Colonel Uptor^s Depu^ 
tation to Poonah — The Treaty of P oor under— Dif- 
fatisfoBions produced ly that Event— The Political 
State, of India at this Periods 

TT H E three principal interefts, which at prefent 
divide and control the empire of Indoftan, are 
the Hindoo, the Mahommedan, and the Brltilh. 
The two laft originate and derive all their weight 
and eftabliihnient from a feries of ufurpations on 
the firft, which is native and hereditary : And it 
is owing to the multifarious and difeordant parts 
rhefe interefts feparately involve, to a total want of 
union in their energies, and to an infinite diver- 
fity in the objeds of their refpeftive politics, that 
they have hitherto repelled fuccefsfully the en- 
croachments of each other, and preferred their 
mutual independence ; that a balance of power, 
in fome degree adequate to the regulatitm and ad* 
juftment of their feveral claims, ftill operates; and 
that the whole continent of India is not at this 
moment the feat of one gloomy, permanent, and 
univerfal defpotifm. 

S The 
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The Mogul empire no longer exifls, but In 
fragments. The throne of Delhi is annihilated. 
The later ftages of the Mahommedan policy re- 
fcmble tKofe difeafcs in the human frame, by 
which the extremities receive unnatural ftrength, 
while the heart is left in a ftate of debility. The 
officers of the crown every where accumulated in- 
ordinate wealth, while the general treafury of the 
empire was impoveriffied. Indolence fucceeded to 
venality ; and thofe who had not courage to rebel, 
were at the fame time too lazy to obey. ^ cruel 
intriguing miniftry diflributed the imperial pre- 
ferments with A wanton extravagance. AlTaffin- 
ation foon became a part of the court fyftem. 
Revolutions in the diftant provinces were daily ef- 
fcd:cd, by the murder of the refpedive governors. 
Thofe who fucceeded, warned by the fate of their 
predecelTors, retained the revenues they were de- 
puted to collect, with the notorious intention of 
thwarting that authority, on which they conti- 
nued to lavilh the moft fpecious profeffions of at- 
tachment. 

The Marrattos, though not what they once 
were, are ftlll formidable, from the fituation and 
extent of their territories, the juildnefs of their 
laws, their inexhauftible rclburccs^ their nume- 
rous armies, and their manner of ntaking war. 
They Inhabit the mountainous and weftern divi- 
fions of the Indian pcninfula. By the wifdom ot 
their treaties, the force of their arms, and the 
aA'luni u hich rcfradlory Rajahs and zemindars have 

found 
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found in their protedtion, they have ftretched 
their dominions from fea to fea, from Surat to 
the Bay of Bengal, and from the remoteft con- 
fines of Agra, northwards, to the mouth of the 
river Kiftna, on the coaft of Coromandel, includ- 
ing a tradl of country above a thoufand Britifii 
miles long, by not lefs than feven hundred in 
breadth. 

This immenfcly extended empire is divided by 
feveral Rajahs, whofe connexion with the Peilhwa 
or chancellor is like that of the German princes 
with the emperor, merely nominal. In fome 
cafes, an oppofition of interefts produces hoflili- 
ties, not only among the fubordinate members, 
but even the Peilhwa himfelf is not unfrcqucntly 
under the necefiity of Handing on his own defence 
againft a combination of his tributaries. A ge- 
neral confederacy of the whole Indeed feldom takes 
place, but when mutual prefervation Is the objedf, 
or on fuch emergencies only as would unite the 
moft difeordant Hates. Few enterprizes of foreign 
conqueH or plunder are of magnitude enough to 
colledt and marlhal their fcattered and numerous 
forces in one conneSed army, vinder the general 
ftandard of the empire. 

Their form of government, rather from acci- 
dent than defign, has of late years become purely 
ariflocratic : It is at prefent in the hands of eight 
chiefs who, in the Company’s records and other 
Indian documents, are called miniflers, to diHin- 
guilh them froin the Ram Rajah, the nominal fo- 

S & vereign. 
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vereign, in whofe name all bufinefs is ftill carried! 
on, and every legal inftrument authenticated. 
Though veiled with fuprenie authority, with the 
abfolute command of the troops, and with the 
foie prerogative of making peace or war, he is 
bound by the Gcntoo law to feledl a council of 
affiftance from the rnofl: learned among the Bra- 
mins. Thefe men, availing themfelves of their 
£tuation, have given new energy to their charac- 
ters as politicians, by accommodating the fanc- 
tions of their profeffions as priefts to all the pur- 
pofes of civil government. Being of a call deem- 
ed all over India fuperior to mortals, they are 
objefls of the moft facred and univerfal venera- 
tion j and, taking advantage of the indolence and 
infignificance which dillinguilhed the reign of a 
former prince, have by degrees engroffed the 
whole power of the Hate. Super ftition, the cha- 
ra€leriftic foible of a rude people, extends, con- 
firms, and fanftifies their dominion. 

in proportion as the pow'cr of the Mogul em- 
pire decrcafed, that of the Marrattos gathered 
firength. Their annual revenues are eftimated at 
fcventccn millions llerling ; and arife chiefly from 
the tributary contributions of their various allies 
and dependencies ; efpccially the Rajahs of Oude- 
^ore, Jbudpore, Zegnagur, Bopoul, Narva,, Bundlc- 
cund, and moft of the richeft principalities which lie 
in the vicinity of the Deccan, and the upper parts 
of the continent ; from duties on feveral articles of 
commerce, from plunder, from cuftoms, and 

from 
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from innumerable other refources. The inhabi* 
tants groan under no enormous taxes. The go- 
vernment, infpired by the benignant genius of the 
national religion, i$ every where lenient and hu- 
mane. No blood is Ihed, no outrage committed 
againft the privileges of our common nature, but 
in war, and againll an enemy. Their armies per- 
haps are more numerous than thofe in any other 
part of the world. They can bring into the field 
at leaft three or four hundred thouiand well- 
appointed cavalry. Their horfes are fleet and 
hardy ; mounted by men accuilomed to war from 
infancy, and trained with indefatigable vigi- 
lance for all the various purpofes of military 
execution. Their hoftile excurfions are generally 
by parties too inconfiderable to provoke formal 
refinance, and too rapid to be in danger from any 
regular attack. They pour down from the hills 
and forefts of the Deccan, when excited to revenge 
the injuries of the community at large, and fpread 
deftruftion in the adjacent countries, with the fu- 
ry and velocity of a whirlwind. 

Under the predeceflbr of the prefent Ram Rajah, 
the government was an abfolute monarchy. It 
was under this Ample form that it’s territories had 
been enlarged j and that in population, finance, 
and martial reputation, it became fo formidable 
to the peace of India. It was then vigorous and 
profperous in all it’s meafures ; extended it’s fron- 
tiers in every quarter ; and accumulated additional 
treafure and influence, from a conitant acceflion 

S 3 of 
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of new fubjefts and territory. Sahoajei, however, 
was a weak effeminate prince : His predominate 
paffion was indolence : His time was wafted among 
biiffoons, and in the Haram. To the fordid in- 
dulgence of a vulgar mind he facrificed his own 
dignitv, and that of his iuccelTor. The Peilhwa 
ufurped the fovercignty, eftablifhed his refidence 
at Poonah, and Ihut up his mafter in Settarah 
(about lixty miles diftant), where Ram Rajah ftill 
liv'es in the fame torpid fplendour, receives the 
fame infulring homage, and exercifes the fame 
unmeaning formalities of ftatc which formerly dif- 
tinguifticd the fupreme magiftratc in this mighty 
empire : For though he ftill retains the name of 
fovereign, and invefts the Peilhwa with the forms 
of that office, it is the only ad: of fuperiority he 
exerts. Nor has he fo much as an option in the 
nomination, as Bajirow, who firft realized the 
power, ha^ the addrefs to render it hereditary in 
his family. This chief left two fons, Balajei Row 
and Ragoba : The one was acknowledged Peilh- 
wa on the death of his father ; the other had the 
command of a diftant province. Balajei Row died 
when his eldcft fon (Madarow) w'as but eighteen 
years of age, who, notwith Handing, feized the 
reins of adminiftration, and promifed to wield 
them with extraordinary fteadinefs and dexterity. 
Ragoba, on the news of his brother’s death, haft- 
cned to the feene of action, and demanded the re- 
gency, as the natural guardian of his nephew : 
But his claims were rejefted. He next applied to 

the 
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the Subah of the Deccan, who aflifted him to make 
head againft Madarow with a formidable army. 
A battle was fought, in which he had the advan- 
tage. He was then recalled to Poonah, and in- 
verted with the Peifliwalhip ; where he became a 
fecond time the vidlim of his own, or the in- 
trigues of an interefted junto, who, led on by the 
mother of the young Peifliwa, took advantage of 
his inexperience to raife a fadlion againft the uncle. 
Aware of the ftorm, which threatened every mo- 
ment to burft on hk head, he was more than ever 
anxious to make his efcape, but was feized in the 
attempt and imprifoned. In this fituation he re- 
mained till within a very Ihort time of his ne- 
phew’s deceafe. This young man had difeovered, 
in the courfe of a few years, a peculiar capacity 
for government. His raeafures had proved wife 
and fuccefsfuL The career of Hyder Ally’s con- 
quefts was effedlually checked ; and the Marrat- 
tos, under the politics and aftivity of an enter- 
prizing leader, began to co-operate, refumed their 
former prowefs, and recaptured moft of thofe 
territories which, in the period of their debility 
and relaxation, had been violently wrefted from 
them. He was deftined, however, to relinquilh 
the profpeft of increafing profperity, throughout 
an immenfe and flouriftiing empire, in the twenty- 
fifth year of his age. Before he expired, he called 
his uncle from confinement, and, judging him by 
the generofity which warmed his own breaft, treated 
him with a confidence fo perfefl:ly cordial and 

S 4 :finccre. 
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fincere, thftt he configned his brother and fuc- 
ceflbr, Narrain Row, entirely to his care ; and 
earheftly conjured him to take the young Pcilhwa 
tinder his protedlion. He fucceeded, accordingly, 
to the management of affairs ; but whether he 
conceived a diflike to his nephew, or was duped 
by the politics of the Bramins, who Rill laboured 
to undermine his influence ; or was not fufflciently 
on his guard againR the infldious artifices of his 
flRer>iQ>law, who had conceived a diflike to his 
chara&er, and ufed hll her addrefs, both in public 
and private, to counterad and circumvent him ; 
or, intoxicated with his recent good fortune, in- 
curred popular odium by arts of opprelfion ; 
it is impoflible to determine, from the obfeurity 
into which the fad has been thrown by the fo- 
phiftry of party difputants. The machinations of 
his enemies, however, fbon prevailed, and he was 
once more deprived of power, and thrown into 
prifon, for concerting a plan, with Hyder Ally, 
for ufurping the government. Gopicaboy was, 
at the fame time, highly incenfed againR him 
for the adoption of a near relation, by which, 
coi^rary to the cuRom of the EaR, his riches 
and eventual title to the Pielhwalhip might be 
transferred to another family. Ragoba in the 
mean while confulted his friends, or rather the 
enemies of Narrain Row,whofe profligacies eflrang- 
ed from him even the miniRers of his own party ; 
and, in concert with them, a plan was formed of 
cRcding a revolution, which promifed once more 

to 
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to reinftate him in his former fituation. The 
fcheme moft likely to produce this important 
event, was the murder of the young Peilhwa. 
Whether Ragoba was the author of this black ac- 
tion or not, it was undoubtedly perpetrated with 
his concurrence, as it happened in the apartment 
where Ragoba was confined, and where his un- 
fortunate nephew had fled for refuge. His cha- 
radter became odious and deteftable in proportion 
as his guilt was known and credited. His triends 
were unable to withftand the general indignation 
excited by a charge thus marked with ingratitude 
and treachery. The widow of Narrain was foon 
after faid to be delivered of a fon. In confe- 
quence of thefc occurrences, Nana, Saccaram, and 
others of the Bramin council, adting in favour 
of the infant Peithwa, and availing themfelvcs 
of Ragoba’s abfence on a remote expedition, 
ftrcngthcned their party with Infinite eagernefs 
and affiduity, and drove him reludtantly from 
Poonah. Nor was it without manifeft difficulty, 
that he eluded the public vengance, by abandon- 
ing his country, and taking fandtuary in the pre- 
fidency of Bombay. The immediate confequence 
of his precipitate departure from this theatre of 
intrigue, was the union of Sindia, Holkar. and 
five other Marratto chiefs, with the Bramin con- 
federacy, who, under the denomination of "Twelve 
Friends, or Barrah Bhiy agreed to acknowledge 
the title of the infant prince, for whom they ob- 
tained from the Rajah the Siifinv of office, and 

to 
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to exclude the fugitive uncle from all Ihare in 
the future government of the empire. 

In this brief account of the Marrattos it ought 
not to be forgotten, that the extenfive domi- 
nions of Berar are included. Moodajee Boonlla, 
however, exercifcs an independent fovereignty, 
throughout a populous and extenfive kingdom. 
Nor does he acknowledge any further connexion 
with the Poonah govemn^ent than his own im- 
mediate interefts dictate, or than the remains of 
confanguinity may incline him to cultivate. For 
whatever claims he may have to the fovereignty 
of Poonah, from his relationlhip to the family of 
the Ram Rajah, he has given very fubftantial proof, 
that it is no part of his ambition to relinquilh the 
reality for what is no more than the mere fern* 
blance of authority. 

Sindia and Holkar, who trace their pedigree to 
Hendoo kings, of the higheft antiquity, divide 
by much the largeft parts of the rich and exten- 
five Subah of Malwa, which border on the Vizier's 
countries to the Eaft, and thofe of Berar to the 
South-weft. The conduft of thefe politic princes 
was to moderate the violence of both parties, and 
to commit themfelves without referve in profecut- 
ing the fehemes of neither. From a regard to 
their own interefts, they were naturally difpofed 
to fupport the balance of diftfention, that no 
fide might, from a confeious fuperiority, pre- 
fume to exaft the arrears of their tribute. And 
they probably found themfelves upon the whole 

more 
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more fecure, by thus participating in the gene- 
ral greatncfs of the ftate, and preliding at the 
head of that ariftocracy, which fince the aflaf- 
lination of Narrain Row guides all its councils, 
than by taking advantage of its temporary weak- 
nefs, to aim at a precarious independency, under 
the reftridtions of a contradted influence in their 
own country. 

Moft of the other ftates are evidently diredted 
by circumflances and contingency, in adling un- 
der the control or co-operating in any gene- 
ral plan of condudt with the Poonah government. 
But thefe detached principalities were bound in 
the earlier periods of their hiftory to furnifli on 
emergency, and at the rcquifitibn of the fovereign, 
a certain quota of cavalry completely equipped, 
for fervice. Such feverities were however exer- 
eifed for increafing their armies, as -threatened 
the depopulation of the country. Their military 
force confequcntly no longer confifls in tribu- 
taries, but in allies, who take the field on a fti- 
pulated fubfidy. Every cavalier, who flocks to 
the Imperial ftandard, knows his rifk, and is the 
owner both of his horfc and arms. Their mode 
of war, fo habitually dircd:ed to plunder, entices 
into their fervice, on any fudden and favourable 
projedt, every adventurer who can procure a 
horfe. But, as the horfe is often the whole of a 
Marratto’s property and fortune, they folicitoully 
avoid all regular conflidts with difeiplined troops, 
and before whom, for the fame rcafon, their flight 
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is no proof either of their defeat or difperfion. 
They move from country to country, and change 
their lituations with incredible expedition ; take 
both their food and flcep on horfeback; rulh 
eagerly into the field at the fummons of their feve- 
ral chieftains, and in their progrefs fweep every 
thing before them with the rapidity of a torrent. 
Their principal ftrength however confifls in what 
are called the houfehold troops or private cavalry, 
who are commanded by the Paha Sidars, and 
whofe horfes and accoutrements are the property 
of the ftatc. It is their conftant and univerfal 
pradtice to return home at the end of each cam- 
paign with their booty, except a few fele«3: bodies, 
who are In fa£t the pcrfonal guards of their 
princes and great men. 

The Bombay prefidency, by efpoufing the caufe 
of Ragoba, incenfed this powerful and martial 
people to regard the Britifh interefts, in every 
part of India, with fentiments of deliberate and 
inveterate antipathy. They difeerned the inlidious 
policy of the Company’s fervants, in availing 
tliemfelves of their family diflcnlions ; and were 
eager to prevent the injuries which it indicated. 
Conflruing the orders of the Direftors with the 
lame liberality which had uniformly been done in 
the other prcfidcncics, the Bombay council did 
not conceive thenifelves prohibited abfolutely 
from hoftilities, but Immediately prepared for 
war, in the prefumption, at leaft, that an addi- 
tion of treafure or territory would compenfate 

with 
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with feme, for what might appear to others an 
inftance of delinquency. The Diredors, in their 
general letter, fo early as the year 1769, obferve 
to their fervants, on this fettlement, “ . That Sal- 
“ fette and BalTcin, with their dependencies, and 
“ the Marratto proportion of the Surat provinces, 
“ were all that they fought for on that fide of 
** India.” The reigning junto in Poonah, fore- 
feeing the difficulty of defeating the machinations 
of Ragoba, while the Engliih perfified in afford- 
ing him protedtion, was prepared for the confe- 
quence. Nor were the prefident and council dif- 
pofed to omit fo favourable an opportunity of 
trying their fortune in war, of gratifying their 
own ambition, and of realizing the wifhes of their 
employers, by feizing the territories they were 
fo anxious to poflefs. They confcquently invaded, 
under various pretexts, fuch portions of the enemy's 
country as lay moll contiguous to Bombay. The 
firft ftroke is often decifive on the fate of a cam- 
paign. The Rajah was, in Ibmc degree, furprifed, 
though he defended himfelf with unexpefted vi- 
gour and addrefs. Our operations being con- 
fined, for the moft part, to the fea-coaft, the 
promptitude of the marine and artillery was, on 
every occafion, attended with the bell effedl. A 
demand having been made upon the Nabob of 
Broach, in April 1771, for a confideiable fum, 
arifing from arrears of tribute, and an overcharge 
in the cuftoms on merchants trading under the 
Company’s protcdlion, for years, an expedition 

was. 
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was, at the fame time, undertaken againfl: the 
place, to force a compliance with that requifitioiv 
This attempt, however, being fruftrated, the Na- 
bob had vifited Bombay in the interim, and com- 
promifed the difference. But the terms to which 
he agreed were feduloufly eluded on his part; 
and the council thought their honour interefted 
in feeing them realized. This produced a fecond 
enterprize ; in which, though fuccefsful, the loft 
of Colonel Wedderburne, an officer of diftinguifhed 
merit, was conlidered as a misfortune which more 
than counterbalanced all the advantage of the ' 
capture. Baffein, the ifland of Salfette, and a 
few fmaller ones, were foon after reduced. Other 
acquifitions were alfo made by General Gordon, 
who had fuceeded Colonel Wedderburne in the 
command. Thefe proceedings originated in an 
apprehenfion, whether well or ill founded, that 
the Portugueze were meditating the recovery of 
the dominions they had formerly pofleffed, cfpe- 
cially Salfette and Baffein j places of the greater 
confequence to the Bombay eftablilhmcnt, as the 
inhabitants were almoft fupplied with provifions 
from the one, and the'i dockyard, the only one 
belonging to the Comprny in India, with timber 
from the other. 

In the mean time, the prefidency of Madras 
entered into a frelh agreement with Ragoba, by 
which he ftipulated the ceffion of fome valuable 
territories, for which they were to furnilh him 
with two thoufand five hundred of the Company^ 

troops ; 
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WOops ; whofe fervice, in his behalf, was alfo to 
be entirely at his expence. Thefe forces, under 
the command of Colonel Keating, were inftantly 
embarked for Surat, and ordered to join Ragoba, 
who menaced Broderab, at the head of forty thou- 
fand horfe. While in this pofition, however, the 
enemy, by an unexpedted attack, gave him a 
complete defeat, obliged him to raife the fiege 
precipitately, and to retreat with only about a 
thoufand horfe. He fled to Cambay, but was de- 
nied admittance. He next made the beft of his 
way to Bownagar, and from thence, in a galliot, 
came to Surat. The confederate army lay between 
Ragoba and Keating, and ftruggled, though with- 
out fuccefs, to prevent their junction, which took 
place on the 19th of April, 1775. About this 
time great difllnlions prevailed among the mini- 
fters and their aflbeiated chiefs. Moodajee Sin- 
dia openly deferred their caufe, and carried with 
him, to his own countiy, twelve ihoufand horfe; 
the fincerity of Holkar was doubted, and his mo- 
tions were watched \\ith fufpicion; ihe Nizam did 
not fulfil his engagements ; and their ally, Sha- 
bagee, 'who had fuccecdcd fo far in a contell with 
his brother, Moodajee Boonfla, as to beat him in 
a pitched battle, and make him prifoner, was 
found, next morning, dead in bed. Thefe mor- 
tifying circumftanccs to the Poonah junto gave 
an aufpicious afped: to the fortunes of Ragoba, 
whofe want of money feemed, at this time, his 
only difficulty. It was not till the middle of next 

month 



VJ2 TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA, 
month that an engagement took place between 
the two armies, when the forces under Keating 
and Ragoba fuffered confiderably, from an unfor- 
tunate order, ill repeated perhaps, and not well 
underflood, to feize fame of the enemy’s guns. 
The firfl company of European grenadiers, turn- 
ing rather precipately to the right, were obliged 
to retreat. They were followed by the Madras 
infantry, and thefe by feveral companies of fc- 
poys. In fcramblin^ through fome broken hedges, 
they were in too great a hurry to keep their ranks. 
At that moment a body of horfe charged them 
with fury and fuccefs. They were inllantly in 
confufion, fled on all fides, and could not be ral- 
lied and brought again to the attack, even by the 
commander in chief. Many officers fell ; and the 
flaughter mufl have been general but for the ar- 
tillery, which, being turned againll the Marrattos, 
W'ho crowded with great intrepidity wherever the 
battle raged mofl, f'oon difi^er/ed them. This 
was the only lofs we fuflained. The number of 
men, horfes, and elephants, which were killed of 
the enemy, fo cfFedtually damped their fpirits, that 
they cautioufly ever after avoided a regular en- 
gagement. The combined troops kept up the 
purfuit, but never overtook them till fome weeks 
afterwards, when they clofed in with their rear, 
killed many of their men, drove vaft numbers of 
their horfe and camels into the fca, and deflroycd 
their cannon. 


Tutty 
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Futty Sl&g» ivho bad fided with the confede<» 
rates againft Ragoba and the EngUih at the com- 
mencement of hoftilitieSy was one of thofe dlf- 
contented chiefs who had deferted the party. He 
was influenced by the common politics of Alia, 
and of mankind^ in giving that interell the pre- 
ference, which was likely to prove the ftrongeft. 
The profperity which began to attend the aflairs of 
Ragoba determined him to conclude an agreement 
with that chief, througli the agency of the £ng- 
lilh, to whom he not only confirmed thofe grants 
which Ragoba had made in the country, under 
his government, but ceded to them, at the fame 
time, an annuity of eighteen thoufand pounds. 
He fubmitted to pay Ragoba the ufual tribute, to 
furnifli him the aid claimed by the Durbar of 
Poonah, and, what was of moft material impor- 
tance at this crifis, to pay him twenty-fix lacks 
of rupees, within the fpace of fixty days. This 
advantageous treaty of peace and alliance was 
concluded in the month of July. The affairs of 
the Company, at the lame time, were equally 
profperous by fea as by land. The Poonah ad* 
minillration had, early in the campaign, equip- 
ped a fquadron, conlifting of five ihips ; one of 
forty-fix, two of thirty-two, and two of twenty- 
fix guns i with ten gallawats or fmall armed vefi> 
fels. Thefe were deftined to intercept the Britilh 
trade, and infelt thofe feas and coalts where they 
Were likely to do us mplt mifehief, and fecure for 
themfelvcs the whede booty. But Commodore 

T John 



*74 TRANS;ACTI0N» m INDtA- 
John Modre foon fell in with them, and gave them 
a total overthrow* In this manner were the one-' 
my’s fchemes every where defeated, and tholh 
qf Ragoba crowned with fuccefs. The fi^iends 
and adherents of the confederacy became unflable, 
and difperfed in proportion as the preUhre of thofe 
accunwkting misfortunes oj^rated on the public. 
The promife of large Turns, which had allured the 
Nabobs and Rajahs who had fought their battles, 
to exchange dom^ic tranquillity for the perils 
and fatigues Of war, was not pun&ually dif- 
charged. The troops were clamorous for their 
pay, and their leaders were naturally difgufted 
with a lohng caufe. Furkia, the general, found 
his fituation peculiarly critical and hazardous. The 
chiefs were mutinous, and his rcfources were ex- 
haufted. Thofe who had loft their horfes loudly 
demanded their ftipulated hire of their refpedive 
leaders, who prefled in their turns the command*' 
dor in chief ; and the ftiarfts or bankers had al> 
ready refufed to anfwer hi» drafts. Thefe dif- 
trefles very confiderably incrcaled the diftradtlons 
in rite Durbar. Saccaram and Nana had dif- 
pastched Vakeels, or commiflioners, to treat of an 
accommodation with the prelidency. Thefe were 
to aft feparately. One of them fell fick on hia 
arrival. Before his recovery, the prefident like- 
wife became fo ill, that he was utterly unfk 
for all public bufmefs. And the council werb 
cautious of difeovering ahy unneceffary e^efne& 
for peace, as fuch a fentimetit, on Aich a cvirieid 
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6ocaio«i, \« 0 Q}d have heem iliAieptlbk of a moll 
knpropet c(»iftni£tien, stt^i might have inclined 
the eneitiyV Vakeel to demand terms infinitely 
more advantageous than thofft ultimately infendol 
hy the commiffion. 

Thus circumftanoed wete the preiidency of 
Bcxnhay, Hagoba, and the Marratto fiates, when 
pofitive orders arrived from the governor-gcnerai 
and council of Bongalj to withdraw the troops^ 
and put an immediate end to all hofiilities with 
the Poonah adrtiiniftraton* The majority fecmed 
perfedlly relblved to realize that pacific fyftem on 
which they avowedly aifted, wherever their 
fruehce extended. They had left England in the 
expe^ation of finding all the Company*s fettle-* 
ments in a Hate of friendfliip br neutrality with 
every power in India. It was not without con* 
fiderable furprife and concern, that the politics of 
the preceding adminiftration in Bengal had un- 
deceived them ; and that, in proportion as their 
acquaintance with fadts improved, the Compan/s. 
affairs every where affunied a very different 
alpedl. And the fame pripciplcs, which deter- 
mined their opinion of the raotives> objedl and 
confequences of the Rohilla war, were now 
brought forward to criminate that which the 
prefidency of Bombay had commenced agaiaft the 
Marrattos. 

From rhe moment the fupreme government 
had been formally announced^ as direfked by aft 
of parliament, to the feveral prefidencies, that 

T 2 4jber3l 
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liberal and implicit: confidence, ttdiich ought cok 
be reciprocal and unreferved among all the 
branches of the cjtccudve power, feems to have- 
been wanting in the prefidency of Bombay. 
They did not formally difavow their fubordinate 
capacity, difpute the fiipretnacy of the gbver- 
nor-general and council, or fignify in exprefs terms 
th«r difapprobation of the new government. But, 
had they -refolved to fubfiantlate every allegation 
ag^nft the Company’s fervants abroad, which 
had rendered them fo odious among their coun> 
try men at home j had they been previoufly ac- 
quainted with the rigidly inoffenfive fyltem, which 
a majority of the fupreme council thought it their 
duty to maintain, and under the llrongelt obligations 
to counteradl its operations ; or had they pre-con- 
certed a fcheme of fatlating their ambition as 
efie^ally as ever, in a wanton defiance of the 
legillature, by taking advantage of their diftant 
fituation, to indulge their temerity before they 
could feel the influence of that control, undsf 
which, in the inflance of making peace and war, 
they were hencefortli deftined to adt ; it is difficult 
to conceive v.l at meafures better calculated for 
anfwering thefe views could have been devifed or 
adopted. Their manner of confulting the opU 
nion of the fupreme government rendered their 
cordial acquiefcence in its authority extremely fuf- 
picious. They imparted no intelligence of their 
proceedings but fuch as they could not withhold. 
The news of their military operations generally 
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reached Bengal Idng before any official difpatches 
were received. And thefe were drawn up with lb 
little precifion and minutenefs, that they af- 
forded no fatisfa£tory information on the fpecific 
matters they profefled to explain. When a battle 
was fought, a movement made, or a refolution 
formed, they barely Hated the faft, without any 
-detail of thofe circumHances on which a proper 
conception of it depended. Nor were their com- 
munications more fparing than dilatory, as if the 
fupreme council had no intereft in the knowlege 
of any of their fehemes until they were finally 
executed. They were therefore repeatedly re- 
quired to give ample aisd immediate informa- 
tion of their political fituation, as the moft par- 
jticular account of ail the events which had 
happened, or ml^t occur to the interefts of the 
Company in that quarter, was expefted by the 
•new adminiflraticn, who were under the neceffity 
-of remaining ina£live till they heard from Bombay. 

Orders to. this effed, and prohibiting in ex- 
prefs terms the fpecific meafures then carrying 
on, were fent to Bombay, early in 1775. To 
thefe no anfwer was received for nearly the 
fpace of three months ; when their agreement and 
co-operation with Ragoba, with the foie view of 
.acquiring territory, were explicitly av^^wed. Me. 
Haftiugs on this occafion entered a very formal 
and elaborate difapprobatfon of the fyftem which 
predominated in the prefidency of Bombay, He 
«pademned the ho^lities in which they were en- 
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^aged, as imp(ditic« tii^uft and ^inauthoriEed, In 
his opinion^ the whole burden of the war wais 
thrown on the Company ; no injury had been 
received from the Marratto Antes j and the lane 
of parliament had vefted the fupreme.-council 
with the foie authority of treating with the powers 
icff Indoftan, Nor did he api^ove of fending the 
Company's troops to fuch a diftaiK^e frpm the pre-r 
dtdency, as an enterptizing enemy might have 
taken that opportunity of fkorming the fettlement. 
‘He owned, at the fame time, the estreme diffi> 
trulty of framing fuch orders as the peculiarity 
tirf their fituation might require. The original 
Aate of things could not be replaced ; his know> 
ledge of circumftanoes, for the moft notorious 
Tcafons, could not be corred:-; and he doubted 
whether the recal of the troops from Ragoba, at 
all events, was either fafe or prafticable. He 
confequently propofed, that the orders for the re- 
treat of the army -fhould be limited by thefe ex- 
ceptions : if the combined forces ihould h^ve ob- 
tained any decifive advantages ; if the fituatiop 
of our detachment was fuch as to make the 
tecal dangerous ; and if a negociation was adu- 
ally on foot between Ragoba and his opponents. 
His opinion was fuggeRed under thefe reftri^ions ; 
becaufe, under the prefent unfortunate dilemma, 
be faw no ^option but that of 'the 'leaA evil. 

The majority, notwithfianding, agreed to with" 
Araw the troops, without regard to ai^ -coDfider<s 
<^ion bttt .te-of (hek nip oj^n a «egoci« 
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ition with the ruling party at Poonah ; to inform 
the Bombay council of their refoludon; to en- 
join their cordial reception of any pacific over- 
tures which might be made to them ; and to treat 
■on thcfe preliminaries only, that an immediate 
fufpcnfion of hofiilities ihould take place, and 
the iflands of Salfette and Bailein be confirmed 
to the Company. Colonel Upton was confe- 
quently appointed to execute this delicate and 
important bufinefs with the Poonah minifiers. 
He was inilruifted to apologize, in the name of 
the (upreme council, for the hoilile conduft of 
the Bombay preiijiency in thus wantonly taking 
up arms in matters which did not concern them • 
to difavow the treaty which, without their know- 
ledge or confent, had been entered into with Ea- 
goba; and to 'exprefs the moft fincere tind earneft 
defire, on their part, of eftabliihing a lafiing 
peace with the Durbar ; to cxcufe the feizure of 
Salfette and Bafiein, on the principle of its other- 
wife falling into the hands of the Pevtugueze; 
and the impoifibility of refioring it without per- 
miifion from the Dire^rs ; to inform them of 
the orders given for withdrawing our troops from 
Ragoba ; and to include him, if pofiUble, in the 
treaty. The board rciblved, at the fame time, 
to render this miffion ufeful in other refpe^s, and 
to take that opportunity of furveylng the penia- 
fula of India, and of aicertaining the geometrical 
diilances of places through which Colonel Upton 
ihould pafs } and a gentleoum 9f fi;iehce was ap- 
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pointed to attend him for that purpofe. Letters 
were alfo written to the Poonah minifter, an- 
nouncing the colonel’s departure. Saccaram, who 
led the Poonah fadlon at this time, had arifen, 
fiom fuch a ftate of original obfcurity and want, 
as prevented his receiving the very rudiments of 
education. Though, in fa<ft, premier of one of 
the greatell Rates in the world, he could neither 
read nor write. Unfortunately 'the Bramin, who 
afled as his confidential fccretary, had been go- 
vernor of the province in which the late captures, 
made by the Company’s forces, were fituated. 
Frelh inftruAions were therefore difpatched to 
their Vakeels at Bombay, which arrived before they 
had declared in form the original purport of 
their miffion. They now infifted on having the 
perfon of Ragoba delivered into their hands j the 
immediate reRoration of Salfette ; and the com- 
plete evacuation of every other place we had 
wrefled from them. They promifed, in return, 
to make Ibme pecuniary compenfation for the ex- 
pcnces we had incurred. It ought to be con- 
(idered, that hoRilitics began with us ; that we 
had received no provocation from the Marrattos ; 
that they had a right to demand their own do- 
minions ; that thefe were not the lefg their’s for 
our having taken forcible poReRion of them ; that 
their moderation was fufficiently evinced by con- 
fining their claims to a Rriff reRitution ; and that 
the reimburfement they offered, not only proved 
how fincerely they were difpofed to negoclate, but 
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was an article we had no title, in juftice, to ex* 
ped. Thefe are the terms, however, which the 
advocates for the purity of Afiatic policy would 
reprefent as hard and inadmiflible. It is thus 
they would decide the differences of nations, on 
maxims which tear up, by the roots, every bar- 
rier of property, and outrage all the feelings and 
principles of equity between man and man. 

Under the influence of the fame fatal fyftem, 
the profperous (ituation of the prefidency, and of 
their ally’s affairs, at this precife period, was 
eagerly brought forward, as an unanfwerable ar- 
gument for a vigorous profecutlon of the war. 
Thunderftruck by the peremptory orders of the 
fupreme council for the immediate recal of the 
detachment which co-operated with Ragoba, and 
the unexpefted embafly of Colonel Upton to the 
court of Poonah, in their anlwer to the official 
difpatchcs which brought the mortifying intelli- 
gence, the gentlemen of Bombay exprefs the 
higheft concern at the meafures preferibed for 
effecting a general pacification ; and fignify their 
apprehenfions, that the interefts of the Company 
would receive the moft eflential injury by the 
adoption of a plan which, at the fame time, fixed 
indelible difgrace on the prefidency. They jufti- 
fied their interference with the domeflic quarrels 
of the Marratto ftates, from the neceflity they 
tvere under of openly vindicating their fdzure of 
fialfette. They preferred the caufe of Ragoba, 
notwichflanding the atrocious treachery and mur- 
der 
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der for which he was expelled by his countrymen i 
«id afiifted him with their troops, becaufe he 
g^ve the Company the tight of acquiring a rc- 
remie of two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds 
per annum. They even afierted the propriety and 
jufiice of making war, in this manner, on th.e fe- 
helHpus fubjeds of thetr ally. And they prefs 
the indignity done them in not intruding the ne> 
gociatioQ to one their number ; alledging the 
facility cf having accomplilhed it on the mod 
honourable and advantageous terms, but for the 
information thus officially given to the Poonah 
government of the Cmiipany’s eagernefs to obtain 
|)eace. 

Not fatisfied with having remonftrated in thefe 
terms, they deputed Mr. Taylor, a member of 
the feleft committee, to date their complaints, in 
perfon, before the board. He, therefore, pre- 
sented a memorial, which contains, 'in addition 
to the arguments on which the Bombay prefidency 
ground their proceedings in their engagement 
with Ragoba, a variety of political reafoning 
a^ind the interruption given to them by the re- 
solution and orders of the fupreme council ; an 
introdudory account of the Marratto date ; the rife 
and edablilhment of the Peiffiwa’s power; the 
contiguity and connefUon, in policy and com- 
merce, with the CcMupany^s pofiTeflions in the Wed 
;of India ; the dominions or didridls held by the 
^eat chiefs of the nation ; in what degree depen- 
dcodt (po the Poonah govetmo^t, patticularly the 
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theGoicamrs, and Si&dia and Holkars 
tboie vtiious «lretit« and iamgties which «oc». 

the divifions in the Pddrwa*s family, and 
by that xneaaa iaeoleed the prefideacy -of Soo^ 
bay in their qtnnels j she taomparatire fituaticm 
and force of the contendiiig parties in the war, at 
the time when hoiliiities cealed t and the prpbabfe 
difpofition of the Niaam and Hyder Ally during 
thefe difturbances. He ^ves alfeanexad descrip- 
tion of the iituation, revenue, and other produ^ve 
advantages, arifing from the feveral ceffionsof ter- 
ritory made by Ragoba and Futty Sii^. He 
urges, in firong and earneft terms, the dangerous 
and difgraceful oonfequences of declaring a treaty, 
thus beneficial, invalid and mdl ; efpeciaily as it 
might impel Ragoba to throw himfclf, for 
affifiance, on other powers. He ocmdvdes by 
ftrenuoully infixing, that, whether it Should be »- 
folved to terminate thefe affairs by arms or sego- 
ciation, it was abiblutely expedient so rePcdce the 
«irdei:s for withdrawing the troops. 

The board having confideredthe queffion, whe- 
ther their former orders ihould be enforced, or for 
the prefent fufpended, the original refidution was 
confirmed, except that it was agreed to leave the 
option with the prefident and council of Bombay, 
so withdraw their troops into fuch of their gar- 
4P(ianB as they might chufe, Mr.Tayloc, with no 
tjeaxar fiscceft, aficer fignifying the utmoft concern 
at the idetennination of the board, defired, in a 
m addafucther TOprefm 
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th« very great di&onour the Bombay cotincU would 
fuj^r from intruding the condud; of the negocr- 
jation with an entire Granger. He put them in 
xnijnd that one of their board had been appointed 
by the Company themfelves to refide at Poonah, 
with particular inftrudtions and powers for negoci- 
ation with Madarow, the then Pielhwa ; ' and 
that, from their knowledge of the views, connec- 
tions, and interefts of the different perfons in the 
Poonah Durbar, they muft be beft qualified to 
tranfadk fuch matters ; and that they ihould all be 
animated by zeal for the honour and intereft of 
their employers, and would pay implicit obe- 
dience to whatever directions they might receive 
from the fupremc council in managing this im- 
jxirtant fncafure. Mr. Taylor was, however, 
given to underlland, that the fupreme council 
could not agree to repeal or change the appoint- 
ment of Colonel Upton, confidently with the re- 
folutioiM which they had publicly fignified to the 
minifters at Poonah ; but that they by no means 
intended to throw any flight on the prefidency of 
Bombay, which they Ihould always endeavour to 
protect from every fpecies of indignity or dif- 
refpeCt. 

In the mean time. Colonel Upton proceeded 
acrofs the continent, and encountered, in his way, 
a great variety of difiiculties. His correfpondence, 
from the different dages of his journey, exhibit a 
mod unpleafant account of the didrefs and confu- 
don of the countries through which he paded. 

Notwithdanding 
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NotwithRandmg frequent afiuraoces from the court 
of Poonah, that orders had been given to faci- 
litate his route through the Marratto dominions, 
by feveral accounts received in Bengal, that fad: 
appeared very doubtful. He received, as he palTed 
through Benares, a letter from the Poonah mi- 
nifter, written in a flile fo little Battering to the 
object of his embaB}', that he deemed it nectary 
ta complain of it to his fuperiors. He afcribcd 
the delay of his journey to the inattention of the 
Durbar, from whom he had received no regular 
advices, and who had not even apprifed the Sir- 
dars of the different dillrids of the bufinefs on 
which he was deputed, and of his travelling 
through their country, which he found every where 
in arms ; he was nearly Bx months on this tedious 
and perilous journey. By means of his route, a 
geographical line was firft drawn acrofs the conti- 
nent of India, through the principal places or 
points between Agra and Poonah ; and which, by 
eftablifhing a great many capital and intereBing 
geometrical portions, has become a fund of the 
beft local intelligence, and confidcrably enriched 
the fcience of geography. 

The colonel, who had fet out on the loth of 
July, did not arrive at Poonah till the 30th of De- 
cember, 1775. His reception was equal to the 
magnitude of the objects he was deputed to ad- 
drefs. He found the internal commotions, which 
agitated the Marratto Bates, pregnant with rup- 
tures in almoB every quarter of that mighty eojr 

pire. 
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|>ke* The pofUiumcKi* (m Nntain Row ha# 
fraftrated the ]nachi&ati<ms <if Ragofaa, whct^ 
wifhed to haTe extinguiihed hh brother^a ' Hne^ 
The infant being forthwith proclaimed Peiftwa^ 
Saccarun Pundit, and Nana Furnefe, were conUi-* 
tuted the afiing minivers or regents for carrying' 
on the ^airs of fiate in his name* Nor were the 
partisans of Ragoba inattentive to the various' 
fhapes which the afpeS of- public bufinefs was a£- 
cuftomed to afitime, under fcenes thus flufhiatifeg 
and embroiled. By artfully inflaming the proud 
ambitious views of the feveral chiefs, and ex-> 
citing their perfbnal jealoufles againfl each other/ 
they kept the minifterial party in a perpetual fer- 
ment, and rendered many of their moft eflential 
exertions in the fervice of the public odious or 
sbcfftive. 

The propoiitions, which Upton laid before the 
Durbar, were not altogether, or at once, unex-> 
ceptionable. The temerity of the j^efidency in 
Bombay had offended the miniflers, almoil be» 
yond the poflibility of fbrgivenefs. The compli>« 
cated fyftem, under which the Ejigliih aded, pro- 
bably ftruck them as precarious and equivocah 
They had feen the favourite mcafures of theBom'' 
bay gentlemen controlled by the fupreme coun^ 
oil of Bengal. Thele they knew to be no more 
Aan the fervants of a trading company, who, 
in common with the whole body they employed, 
■were refponflble for whatever they did to the 
Rritifh le^flature. Involved in a variety of fuch 

em« 
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ctdbamSng carauinftftiures, tltey ct^ded, at 
ifafi- in tbe firli ii^aoce, the overtures of the fo- 
pieme couxKil, with a referve which bordered on 
aver£on. A debate immediately arole ki the Dur- 
bar, from Colonel Upton being intruded co inlift 
on the fignatures of all the chiefs, individually^ 
to whatever engagements might take place between 
them. The miniiberial party, though obvioudj 
ftrong, feemed yet not a little defirous to haften 
the conclulion of a peace. The condu& of the 
ilombay forces appeared to them, however, not 
without fufpicion. They infilled the more ex- 
plicitly on the equivocal fituation of ours, that 
they gave the mod fati^sfying alTurances, that the 
behaviour of their own was ftridlly pacific. The 
prefidency of Bombay, at the fame tinae, as if 
they intended utterly to dellroy every fymptom of 
returning friendlhip, advifed Ragoba to accom- 
pany the Britifli troops, with fuch of his army as 
he might be able to maintain, in order to avoid the 
evil efi^s of a feparation. They were allb pre- 
vailed upon, by his earned entreaties, to agree, 
diat both armies Ihould remain at Corrade, a place 
in the neighbourhood of Surat, belonging to the 
Nabob, until orders dill more peremptory Ihould 
Arrive from Bengal ; as Ragoba might be totally 
deferted when thus abandoned by them. Th^ 
motions of the troops were by no means calculated 
to facilitate the ncgociation, or reconcile the Mar- 
rattos to an implicit confidence in the declaratloiw 
of Englillimcn. Indeed, they had been taught 

to 



a8S TRANSACTIONS IK INDIA, 
to exped that Qjlonel Upton nras empowered to 
treat with them on equal terms, without making 
any demands whatever. They Were much againft 
allowing the further polTeflion of Salfette, or 
agreeing to the furrendcr of Bailein. They pro- 
bably did not conceive it polHble, that, without 
a better claim, our commiffioner could be autho'* 
rized to urge a condition, which in the eHimatioa 
of common jultice was abfurd and ridiculous. 
And they alked him, as he obferves, a thoufand 
times, why we made fuch profelhons of honour, 
and difproved the war entered into by the Bombay 
government, while fo defirous of availing our- 
felves of its advantages. They fay, the governor- 
general and council of Calcutta have deputed you 
to negociate with us on terms honourable to both 
nations, yet all advantage and honour is confined 
to yourfelves. 

He informed the board, that he mufl be fatif- 
fied with a faftory inftead of Baffein ; that he 
Ihould infift on retaining Salfette, though an end 
to the treaty Ihould follow their refufal of an ac- 
quiefcence ; that they acknowledged no grants in 
any part of the Guzurat to be valid but their 
own; that a certain llipend, and number of at- 
tendants, would be allowed to Ragoba ; and that 
the frequent reports, of the deplorable fituation 
to w'hich the reigning party were reduced, were 
unfounded, as they flill had a 'numerous army, 
np want of money, and were in alliance with the 

Nizam, 
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Nizam, who bad lately feut a large body 
horfe to join their forces. 

Mr. Taylpr, who was ftill at Calcutta, repeat- 
ing, both in public and private, the fame ftala 
unavailing pica againft the majority, which bad 
brought hhn from Bombay, embraced this op- 
portunity of giving into the board a frefli remon- 
llrance ; in which he roundly adopted the confi- 
dent affcrtions of the prelidency, concerning the 
favourable fituation of Ragoba’s affairs ; and fup- 
portcd their arguments for preferring, even on 
political motives, a treaty with him, to any that 
might be fettled with his opponents. And that 
he might defeat the imprcffions of Colonel Up- 
ton’s reprefentations, he adds with peculiar 
Ihrewdnefs, that the colonel dated from the 
“ fort of Poorunder, where he is furrounded by 
“ the miniftcrs and their creatures, whofe intcreft 
“ it is to raifinform him with refpedt to their own 
ftrength and importance, and to fecrete from 
“ him every circumftance favourable to Ragoba 
“ and his partizans. Their patience, fkill and 
diffimulation, in condufting political negocia- 
tions, are well known in India. It is al^ioft ufelcfs 
to infift on the different credulity that Is due to 
the information colle^cd under thefe difadvin- 

i 

“ tages, and thofc communicated by gentlemen 
“ in whofe honour you have a fecurity from in- 
tentional deceit, and whofe caution is war- 
ranted by the danger they incur, Ihould their 
** ill-grounded intelligence miflead you into mea- 

U “ furcs 
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“ fures that might not otherwife be deemed cx- 
** pedient.” 

This tirefome negociation being procraftinated 
to fuch a length, as rendered the pacific inten- 
tions of the Poonah miniftry fufpicious,- even 
to the majority, it was at laft unanimoufly 
■agreed, by the governor-general and council, to 
direft Colonel Upton, in cafe he had not already 
concluded a treaty, to conform to his former in- 
ftriidtlons ; and that, if the Poonah government 
did not accede to the overtures implied in thefe, 
he ftiould demand his difmiflion, and retire to 
Bombay within fix days after the receipt of thefe 
orders. The very next day, however, a letter 
was received by the board from Colonel Upton, 
which informed them, that all hope of conclud- 
ing a treaty was at an end. The fupreme coun- 
cil immediately refolved, that though the abrupt 
declaration of the miniftry might be only a feint, 
to try what impreffion it might make on the 
colonel’s mind to fupport a renewal of the war, 
it was neceflary to provide the means of condudl- 
ing it with the greateft probability of fuccefs. They 
were at the fame time agreed to acquaint the 
feveral prcfidcncics, and their different dependen- 
cies, of the hoftile fituation to which the affairs 
of the Company were reduced. To the prefident 
and council of Bombay in particular, while they 
declarcd^thcmfelvcs not refponfible for the mea- 
furcs >\hich had involved the Company in this 
qut rrel, they releafed that government from the 

reflriftions 
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Teflridtioiis which they had laid upon the opera- 
tions of their army, and authorized them to give 
the moft efFedtual fupport to Ragoba, inftrufting 
them to aflign the command of the troops to Gc- 
ceral Gordon, whom alone they deemed fit to be 
intru filed w ith a charge of fuch confcquencc. 

All thefe preparatory rcfolutions for war, how- 
ever, by the receipt of a letter from Colonel Up- 
ton, dated the Ji4th of February [1776] were 
converted into an immediate determination to 
revoke them, as he informed the board, that cer- 
tain articles were agreed upon between him and 
the minifters, which would be ready for tranf- 
miflion in a few days. Thefe were difpatched from 
Poonah, to the fupreme government, the firfi. of 
the following month ; when the colonel acquainted 
them of fevcral particulars in regard to the difficul- 
ties he had experienced in arranging the plan, 
the terms, and the fiiilc of the pacification, and of 
the further fteps he fltould take in accomodating 
all remaining points of doubt or difference, efpe- 
cially the queftion about the ceffion made by 
Futty Sing in the Guzurat country. 

The advantageous acquifitions which were fe- 
cured to the Company by this treaty, were Salfctte 
and the adjacent Iflands in the bay of Bombay, 
the city and I’urgunnah of Broach, without par- 
ticipation or claim of any kind, and a confiderable 
diftridt in the neighbourhood. The whole pro- 
duced above an hundred thoufand pounds of clear 
annual revenue. It difannullcd all preceding 

U a treaties 



291 TRANSACtlONS IN INDIA, 
treaties made by the Bombay council with Ragoba 
or f'utty Sing; revoked the feveral ceflions of 
thofe chiefs to the EnglKh ; obliged the troops of 
Ragoba to difpcrfc, and our’s to retire within the 
limits of the prefidenev ; provided him with an 
afylum in the heart of the Marratto dominions, a 
body guard, domcftics, and a revenue adequate to 
his rank ; bound up the Englilh from affording 
him, or any perfon difturbing the peace of the 
^larratto dates, the lead fupport or countenance 
whatever ; and engaged to indemnify the Company 
for the expellees occafioned by the war, with the 
fum of twelve lacks, to be paid within two years. 

This treaty, notwithdanding the many folid 
advantages which it conferred on the Company, 
was deemed by the Bombay council inadequate, 
and highly injurious to the reputation and intereft 
of the Englilh, in that part of India. General 
Gordon and Colonel Upton, however, whoconfi- 
dcred dilintercdedly what ought reafcmably to have 
been expelled, from an impartial attention to the 
unjuftifiable circumdanccs of the rife and progreft 
of the war, the ill management of it under the 
command of the troops employed, the want of 
Tcfourccs for carrying it on, the date of contend- 
ing parties, and the lentiments of the Company, 
thought it fufficiently honourable and expedient. 
Indeed, upon the principles aflumed in reafoning 
againd it, no political reputation can ever be valid, 
as it can never be equally fatisfaflory to both par- 
ties. Though the war may have left us in a fitu- 

atiem 



TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 393 
atlon to infift on higher terms, it was a war into 
which we had not been provoked by the Marrattos. 
The injury was given by us, and juftice re- 
quired that we if.ould have redrefled the wrongs 
we inflidb^d. 

But, from the great contrariety of opinions 
among the various parties concerned, it was not 
very likely that the peace would be laRing. In 
proportion as the Poonah miniftry were folicUous 
to carry into execution the agreement ftipulatcd, 
the Bombay council hefitated, magnified the dif- 
ficulties of an immediate compliance vith the 
mandate of the fupreme board, and procrallinatcd 
in every ftep they took to fulfil their pail of the 
engagement. Ragoba confidcred hiiufclf as fold 
to his enemies, in whofe cuflody he was placed by 
the treaty, without any pledge or fccurity for his 
fafety. The refidence ftipulatcd for him by the 
Poonah miniftry ftuick him as a pi ilbn, wheie 
their creatures only were to I’urround him, and 
where it would be imixifiiblc to prevent their dif- 
pofing of ihim, whenever it might fuit their pur- 
pofes, as they plcafcd. Thefe apprehenfions we* e 
undoubtedly heightened by a confeioufnefs of what 
he deferved, and what might be ft) calily perpe- 
trated by thofe who pollcflcd fimilar principles to 
his own. He therefore refilled to accept of the 
terms in which he was included, and thought 
himfelf entitled to an afylum in one of the Com- 
pany’s fettlemcnts. The prefidency of Bombay, 
In their difpatches to Bengal of tlie of 

U 3 March, 
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March, preffed the requilitions of their ally, on the 
fupcrior council, with great earneftntfs. In their 
opinion, hefliould have been given an option in the 
ation of his refidence : Nor woald the minifters 
have objedled to it without a finifter intention. 
He would have proved an ufcful inftrument for 
keeping the Marrattos in awe. But, circumftanced 
as he was by the treaty of Poorunder, he was now 
determined to appeal to the jufticeof the honour- 
able Company, and await their determination at 
Bombay. They lamented the dereliction of the 
ad \ am ages fecured by the treaty of Surat, and 
predirled the lots of the Guicawar diftriCts. 

This intelligence created llrong debates in the 
rupieme council. One party prefaged, from the 
obfiinacy of the Bombay prcfidcncy, a renewal of 
the war, which they " ere fincerely anxious to pre- 
vent. The oibrr, by habitually aiwlogizing for 
the conduct of thefe gentlemen, and partially 
luAopting their ccnfurca of the treaty, feemed ra- 
ther intent on precipitating that event. Before 
any direCt reply could be framed to the Bombay 
letter, h*clh inJormation was received from Colo- 
nel Upton, of a nature flill more ferious and 
alarming. He Aateci the peculiar uncafinefs which 
the mealurcs of the Bombay council produced in 
the Durbar, that they complained of Ragoba’s 
being permitted to fcck a refidence among the 
lirglifli, as that circumftance might interrupt the 
harmony which it was the inicreft and inclination 
d both nations to cultivate ; that by our protraft- 
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ing, or rather taking part in the difputes between 
them and Ragoba, we occafioned the whole cx- 
pence of keeping up an army, which, including 
the Nizam’s forces, amounted to thirty lacks of 
rupees per month ,• that the ftilc in which Colo- 
nel Keating had proclaimed' the peace, as having 
taken place between the honourable Company and 
the Poonah mtniJlerSy not the Marram fiateSy gave 
the higheft offence ; and that, in defiance of every 
delicacy due to the refpeftive powers concerned 
in this folemn tranfadion, the commander of our 
troops had given the promilc of protection to Ra- 
goba, and propofed fending his clej'jlnnts, horfes, 
and other articles of e(iuipage, into the neighbour- 
hood of Broach, under cfcort of a detachment 
from that garrifon. 

It was about this time that Subada, a perfon 
of the Pcifliwa family, who was faid to have been 
flain in battle, and who had been for years im- 
prilbncd in the fort of Rutnah-Geriah, had made 
his cfcape, and was joined by fevcial chiefs, and 
even by the admiral of the Marratro fleet. He had 
pretenfions alfo to the Peilliwafliip ; and though 
thefe were foon cffc< 5 tually invalidated, his appear- 
ance afforded an apology for Ragoba not di {band- 
ing his troops, according to the terms of the late 
treaty. But the true reafon was, that he had no 
money to pay them. On this little army moving 
to the environs of Surat, it was deemed neceflar) , 
with the troops lately under the command of Keat- 
ing, to reinforce the garrifons, that no accident 
U 4 might 
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m'i^t happen from the vicinity of fuch a foraev 
A circumftance which excited new jealoufies in the 
Poonah minifters, who complained to Ccdmiel: 
Upton, 'that the Bombay council had not rcftored 
the places ceded by treaty j that they had fupplied 
Ragoba with military (lores ; rhat,*as Hyder Ally 
had foiced the Company to fulfil their engage- 
ments, his example would juftify their adoption, 
of the fame means ; and that, if proper and 
complete fatisfaftion was not obtained in thefe 4fe- 
veral particulars, they would carry fire and fword 
tnrough all the Company’s dominions. The pre- 
fidcncy of Bombay roundly denied thefe allertions, 
and infilled that they had fent to Surat and Broach 
for delivering up the Purgunnah, but no perfons. 
proper to receive them had appeared ; that the 
prefent fituation of Ragoba was owing to con- 
tingencies which they did not forefee, and for 
which they v^cre not accountable ; and that they 
were fo far from plotting to renew the war, as to- 
refufe a junction with the Nizam, or to pledge the 
Englilh faith ; that in reftoring Ragoba they 
fiiotdd not oppofe him. They recriminattd with 
great afperity on the Poonah government, who, 
notwirhfianding their ftrong pretenfions of attach- 
ment to the inrerells of the Company, had yet 
permitted no communication or intercourfe with 
their dominions ; that no perfon could come, even 
with vegetables or provifions, from the neighbour- 
ing ports ; rhar veflcls under Englilh colours, 
tlipugh feparated from their convoy by llrefs of 

weather. 
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weather, had been feized Mid carried into Gherlah ; 
that no Vakeel had been fent to Bombay with any 
explanation of thefe tranfadions; and that their 
conja€<^ion with Futty Sing was too much involved 
and embarraiTed to admit of an immediate ecclair- 
ciflemcnt. Thus each party, from an eager anx- 
iety, perhaps, to Ihuffle, to overreach^ or to pro- 
craftinate, excufed themfelves from a literal com- 
pliance with the requifitions of the treaty. A 
^hole year was exhaufted in a fruitlefs diicufiioa 
of mutual altercations and complaints, when 1777 
opened, and gave rife to a great variety of new and 
interefting fccnes. 

The political ftate of affairs, in other quarters 
of India, w'crc more or lefs afFc(^ted by thefe 
tranfadions, at this period. The difeuflion of 
many important and intricate queftions, which 
then fubfifted between the Englifh and Marratto 
governments, was, no doubt, a curious and in- 
lerefting objedt of attention and remark to all the 
different ixjwers who occupy that great theatre 
of inceffant hoftility and intrigue. But it rarely 
happens, when any of the principal ftates arc en- 
gaged in war, that the other Subahs or Rajahs of 
the lead; weight or confequcncc, from contiguity 
of property, family connexion, or political intc- 
reft, can wholly, or for any coniiderablc lcng;th of 
time, preferve a flridl neutrality. 

The preliclency of St. George betrayed ftrong 
apprehenfions of hoftile defigns from Hyder Ally,, 
in conjundion with the Fraich, which were only 

allayed 
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allayed by the report of his preparations beings 
chiefly deftincd againft the Marrattos. Confcious 
of having trifled with the juft requifitions of that 
prince, under emergencies of extreme neceffity, 
it was not unnatural to regard his future motions 
with peculiar jcalouly and fufpicion. The return 
they had made to his confidence left them no 
room to place any in him. Ever fince a Ihort 
tim'e after the peace he concluded with them, 
when the board withheld thofe fuccours which hi 
thought himfelf entitled to exp^ft, and which the 
exigencies of his affairs impelled him to demand^ 
he made no fcruplc of avowing a ftedfaft anti- 
pathy to our intcreft. The misfortunes of that 
war, in w'hich he loft his army, and a confidcr- 
able part of his dominions, he has uniformly 
charged to our breach of engagement. Indeed, 
he had left no arguments unapj)licd, no meafures 
unaffayed, which could excite the ICnglilh to affift 
liim in reprefling the formidable growth of the 
Marratto empire, at a time when, under the au- 
fpices of Madarow, it menaced the independence 
of every power on the continent of India. But 
the prefidency of Madras feemed then equally in- 
different to his intereft and their own. Fortune 
had, however, interpofed that relief, by the death 
of the young Marratto hero, who, by the philo- 
fophical virtues of prudence, moderation, and 
military conduct, had, before he reached the 
twenty-fifth year of his age, reduced even Hyder 
Ally nearly to his original infignificance. But 

that 
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that event, the fubfequent difcuffions in the Dur- 
bar, and, moft of all, the ftrenuous conteft which 
had fo long fublifted between the Poonah miniftry 
and the EngUlh, gave Hydcr time, by attending 
to the domcftic regulation of his various domi- 
nions, to the improvement of his finances, and to 
the ftate of his army, to recover much of his 
former confequence. While our connexion with 
Ragoba was yet in its infancy, he difeovered no 
fniall degree of dillruft and refentment againft us, 
by warning that unfortunate prince againft rc- 
pofing too much confidence in his new allies, 
and ferioully apprifing him of what he muft ex- 
pect from our finiftcr and failhlcfs condudt. He 
was then fufpedted of tampering w'ith the mini- 
fterial party and Nizam, to the difadvantage of 
Ragoba and his allies. He nevcrthelefs afterv/ards 
aflifted that prince with money ; and the reigning 
Pciihwa not only threatened retaliation, but adlu- 
ally detached a confidcrablc body of Marratto ca- 
valry into the M)'fore country, where they com- 
mitted fuch ravages and devaftation, as impelled 
Hyder to fend the flower of his army, under his 
fon Tippo Saib, to oppofe their progrefs. 

During the hoftilitics which fubfifted between 
the Bombay prefidcncy and the Poonah Marrattos, 
the Nabob of Arcot had been much folicited by 
the latter to aflift, by his mediation, in procur- 
ing a peace with the former. They had, how- 
ever, pending the embafly of Colonel Upton, re- 
fufed their acijuicfccnce with the articles propofed 

in 
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in his favour. They alledged, that the Rajah of 
Tanjore, a relation of the Ram Rajah, had been 
wantonly difpoffcffed of his country, and ftripped 
of whatever was valuable or dear to him ; and 
that it was impoffible for them to treat upon 
any terms of conceflion with the Nabob, until 
after the reftoration of the Marfatto prince. This 
event had now taken place ; and though the incli- 
nation of Mahommed Ally had not been much con- 
fulted in the bufinefs, his acquiefcence, whether 
voluntary or not, rendered him fo much lefs an 
objeft of refentment to the Poonah miniftry. In- 
deed, his inveterate enmity to Hyder Ally recon- 
ciled him, in a great meafure, to the Marrat- 
tos, who, before their late troubles, had been 
that hero’s moft formidable opponents. It will 
appear, in the progrefs of thefe tranfaftions, that 
the Nabob of Arcot was, by this time, confidered 
as of but little importance to the Company, as an 
ally; and therefore could be regarded by other 
powers as no very formidable enemy. 

It has been the general policy of the Subah of 
the Deccan to watch the vicillitudes of fortune 
among the various belligerent powers in his neigh- 
bourhood ; and to convert, by all the means in his 
power, every change or contingency to his own 
emolument. He had lately detached a large body 
of troops to join the minifterial army ; but it was 
well known he did not wilh them to be engaged 
in aftion, efpccially againft the Britifh forces. He 
was even forward in propofing a plan of hoftile 

union 
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imion agamft the very powers with whom he was 
apparently conneftod in the clofeft alliance. 

So cautious, and perhaps equivocal, had the 
conduft of Moodajce Boonfla hitherto been, that, 
till the beginning of the year 1777, he was gene- 
rally imagined to have been well difpofed to the 
panfe of Ragoba. He then, however, ligniiied to the 
governor-general, in the courfe of their corref- 
pondcnce, his determination of fending Rajagee, 
his fon, to vifit the Peifliwa, as a meafure which, 
their long friendlhip had rendered abfolutely ne- 
ceffary. He ftationed, however, a Vakeel at Cal* 
cutta, and otherwife cultivated the cordial friend- 
ihip of the Company with much apparent fincefity 
and folicitude. But, if the inlinuations of the 
Nizam were true, thefe profeffions were only in- 
tended to difguife his defigns of fuddenly urging 
his demand of chout, from the province of Ben- 
gal, at the head of a formidable army. 

The politics of Sindia and Holkar had, in the 
courfe of thefe quarrels and intrigues, conftantly 
veered with their intereft. This was the great 
unerring ftandard by which all their public and 
private preferences and mcafures were uniformly 
regulated. Ragoba had often repeated his reliance 
upon their declarations in his favour; but he 
found himfclf at laft the fport of their convenience 
and intrigue. They were now openly engaged in 
meafures diametrically oppolite to his intereft. 
They appear, at the fame time, to have proved 

very 
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very troublefome and alarming neighbours to the 
Vizier and territories of Oude. 

The circumftanccs of the young Vizier, who 
had lately fucceeded to that important and con- 
fpicuous fituation by the death of his father, Suja 
ul Dowlah, were critical and delicate. At the head 
of a powerful army, poffeffed of immenfe reve- 
nues, and invefted with the government of an ex- 
tenfive and populous territory, he found himfelf, 
notwithftanding, the li>lcndid flave of a few mer- 
chants. His pretenlions to the Vizierat had met 
with fome interruptions ; but the intereft of the 
Company in his favour left his competitors no 
chance of fuccefs. On this occafion, the fituation 
and condiK^- of Shaw Allum was naturally marked 
with doubt and irrefolution. Nor did he feem at 
laft to aft with cordial or fincere attachment, when 
he fent an ambaffador, in the month of April 
to inveft the Nabob ul Dowlah with the 
Kilaat. Accounts were foon after received at 
Calcutta of frequent alarms from the hoftile ap- 
pearance of troops on the frontiers of Corah. It 
was apprehended, that the king, the Marrattos, 
the Sicks, and the Rohillas, w'crc confcticrated to 
invade the dominions of Oude. A defenfive alli- 
ance with the Nabob NudjifF Cawn was therefore 
propagated, and adopted as a mcafure which 
afforded the mofl: probable fecurity againft the 
fudden incurfions or depradations of the eneni}. 
This chief was then carrying on a kind of dcful- 
tory warfare with various tribes of Marrattos and 
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Jauts, who infefted the vicinity of his and the Vi- 
zier’s . dominions. He was, at the fame time, 
much diftreffed for money to pay his army* The 
confidence which the king had formerly repofed , 
in him was fenfibly diminifhed. Nor were the mif- 
fortunes of this degraded emperor in any degree 
abated. The embarrafiments which he owed to 
the cabals of his court, and the inceflant dif- 
appointments he fuffered from abortive expefta- 
tions of relief, vifibly affedled his conduft. The 
profpedl before him was the more unpleafant that 
his tried friend, NudjifF Cawn, however unable or 
unwilling, in the prefent fituation of affairs, to 
afllft him, was the only perfon, notwithftanding 
the preference given to his rivals, to whom his 
majefty could have any hopes of ultimately apply- 
ing with fuccefs. 

Such was the political pofture of affairs in the 
continent of India, on the conclufion of the firft, 
and the eve of the fccond Marratto war. But, 
though all the great powers had the addrefs to 
feign a perfeft acquiefcence for the prefent in 
this apparent tranquillity, the fiend of difeord was 
already at work, and a plot framing in the dark 
receffes of ambition, which, by treachery, teme- 
rity, and perfeverance, was foon to involve the 
\vhole empire in one general and ruthlefs fccnc of 
carnage and defolation. Who, that has not an 
heart of ftone, but muft commiferate the hap- 
lefs deftiny of man, by which millions of innocent 
people are the daily vidtims of that caprice and 

6ruclr\ 
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cruelty which originate only with their leaders 1 
Thus are the whole Ipecies doomed to fufier 
more ferious and fubflantlal mifery by the foul 
intrigues of a few urfurpers, than from all the 
other plagues and difaflers that depopulate the 
world. 


CilAP. 
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C H A P»T E R IX. 

Intrigues of the Bomb(^ Prcfikn<y — Origin and Com-^ 
menceiiicnt of the Second Marratto H^ar — Mxrch of 
the Bengal Detachment through the interior Countries 
of India — Failure of the Bombay Expedition — Gene-- 
ral Goddard refufes to accede to the Treaty of Wor- 
gtuim — The projeSlcd Negociation with the Rajah 
of Berar abortive — Neiv Alliances with Futty Sing and 
the Rannah of Ghod — A general Confcderaiy formed 
againjl the Englifj — The Conqucjl of the Guzurat — 
Popham's brilliant Expedition in the Province of 
Ghod. 

TPwO events had occurred before the latter 
end of 1777, which, by a ferics of rapid confe- 
qucnces, involved more or lefs, in general and 
promifeuous hoftillty, all the nations of Indoftan. 
The power of the majority in the fuperior govern- 
ment of Bengal was annihilated by the death of 
Colonel Manfon and General Clavering, and a 
commi/Iioncr from the court of Vcrfailles had made 
his appearance at Poonah. The firft of thefe con- 
tingencies had configned, into the hands of the 
governor-general, that uncontrollable authority, 
which the ambiguity of the fecond tempted him 
Jo exert in reviving and carrying into effed a 

X fyftent^ 
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fyftem, which now operated with the greater 
energy for having been fo long fufpended.. A 
icene of indiferirainate animofity and /laughter 
foon followed the developcment of thofe politics 
which this change of meafures occafioned. No 
regard, at leaft in the firft inftance, was paid to 
contiguity of fitiiation, to the merit or demerit of 
national charadter, to habits of ancient or fami- 
liar intcrcourfc, or even to a fimilarity of cuf* 
toms, manners, laws, or religion. Europeans in 
almoft every battle fought againft Europeans ? 
Hindoos, Mahommedans, andChrillans, were every 
where alike objedls of mutual and undiftinguilhed 
maflaerd ! Nor was it until the laft flage of this 
awful conflift, that a general confederacy was 
formed for exterminating that party, who had 
thus fbtilly embroiled the reft. 

The jBombay council continued to entertain the 
moll; cordial detellation of the late treaty. It 
had qualhed all thofe ianguine expedations of 
territorial acquifition, which filled their imagina- 
tions and prompted their ambition. Mr. MoAyn 
fucceeded Colonel Upton as refident at the Dur- 
bar, and aj^rifed the prelidency that St. Lu- 
bin, the French agent, was arrived at Poonah, and 
received with every poffible mark of refpedl. And 
though the miniflers had repeatedly protefled that 
nothing was intended againft the Company’s inte- 
reft, very ferious confequences were apprehended 
from his influence and intrigues, efpeciaJly in the 
event of a French war. Propofals being at the fame 

time 
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time fuggefte4by fbme ^content«i chkft jhvewr 
•of the prefidmcy entered into the fchemn 

with aUcrity. Their agents were forthwith en> 
powered to commence a negociation with the 
principal confpirators, and difpatches forwarded 
CO the fupreme council for their ccHicurience and 
fupport. The governor-general, no longer thwarted 
by an obilinate majority, not only embraced the 
cneafure, but determined to facilitate its execution 
by an mimediate dif^tch both of men and mo- 
ney. Previous to this intelligence, he had de- 
vifed and brought fctfwtrd a plan for improving 
the peace of Poorunder, in which the Mamtto^ 
were required to give Ragoba fuch feeurity for 
his perfimal fafety as he could rely on with 
confidence; to reimburfo all thofe military charges 
which might be incurred on his behalf ; to cede 
in perpetuity the fortrefi and ifland of Baflein, 
with fevcral other fpecified grants and exchange! 
of land on the continent, to the Company ; and 
to allow no European (ettletnene in any part ^ 
their dominions, without the knowledge and conr 
feat of the fupreine council. 

The idea in which thefc arbitrary propofitiens 
feems to have originated was not well founded. 
It was evidently fabricated on falle or imperfedl 
information. And deception is perhaps the moft 
favourable apology of which the failure will ad - 
mit. But, from the moment that the prefidency 
were poflefkd with the means of prefeeuting the 
war efieduaily, their inclination for peace re^ 
X z turned. 
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turned, at the fame time that the fuperior council 
urged and e;cemplified the moft prompt and fpirited 
exertions. New inftrudlions were inftantly tranf- 
mitted to Bombay, that other and more perempr 
tory requifitions might be made on the ruling 
party in the Poonah adminiftration. Thefe were 
intended to fubftantiate the conditions which had 
been formerly dated as the foundation of a new 
agreement, and a refufal to any one of them was 
to be condrued into a formal and deliberate in- 
fra«dioi\ of the peace. Such extraordinary demands 
announced in fuch arrogant terms, and accom- 
panied with funh menaces, would have been re- 
garded and refented by all independent dates 
as tantamount to a declaration of war. The prefi- 
dency of Bombay were likewife allowed a difere- 
tionary power of entering into further articles 
with Ragoba, according to the exigence or ex- 
pediency of the fituation and views under which 
he might ad. But it was very cautioudy fur- 
mi fed, that, notwithdanding the favourable af- 
ped which thefe arrangements bore to hi| affairs, 
objeds much more fubdantial and extenfivc were 
ultimately in view. 

It is nqt very eafy to conceive by what other or 
more effcdual mcafurcs the fervants of the com- 
pany CQuld have forced the Marrattos tp relin-. 
tjuidi their pacific intentions, So drong w'as theif 
averfion to a breach with the Englilh, that they 
had abfqilutcly given up the point of Ragoba’s 
among them, They were fatisfied^o leave 
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Kim under our proteilion, on condition that he 
►ihould fettle at Benares, at that time the moft eli- 
gible, the moft learned, and one of the moft fre- 
quented cities in India, as he could not, thus re- 
motely circUmftahced, fo efFedlually difturb the 
harmony of government by his projefts and in- 
trigues. In that cafe they promifed to endow him 
with an annuity for life of fixty thoufand pounds. 

It was now that the fupreme council conceived 
the great defign of marching a ftrong military 
detachment through the interior countries of this 
immenfe continent, as a demonftration to the 
potentates of India, that the harmony of the 
Britifh fettlements, however fcattered or. remote 
from each other, would on every emergency be 
adequate to the general fafety. This meafurc 
was ftrenuoufly oppofed, as obliging an army, 
with no inconfidcrable train of artillery, to tra- 
verfe countries hitherto unknown, to encounter 
difficulties of the nature, number and extent of 
which no eftimate could be ^rmed; to invade 
the territories of a power with whom wc affedted 
to be on terms of amity ; to rifque the rcfentnicnt 
of many populous and hoftile nations, who might 
take that opportunity of avenging their w-rongs ; 
to increafe the. jealoufies already fubfifting be- 
tween the Britilh and Marratto interefts ; and to 
heighten that envy and odium which our ambi- 
tion, rapidity, and intrigues had already excited. 
Thefe objeftions were however overruled, and 
the detachment, which, including five hundred 

X 3' Candahar 
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CaAdAl^al* hdrft, coftfift^d U iledriy ftfveli tH«u(aniS 
-tfifedive beg^ td mdvcf i& die &eighbour<f 
bdodof Coirah and Allahabad, tiie beigifiti!ft|^ 
ef Ajpdi, and anived At the Mat^ttA &oAtier» 
idtotkt the tniddle of May f i They pxSEtA iht 

Jumna, which, on the n6rth*enftetn ekttetnkiea, 
wafhes fevcral countries tributary to the Marrattos, 
in boats, and under the fite of their artillery, 
as a body of the enemy’s horle oppoled them 
oft the other fide. Thefe they inftantly dif- 
petfed. The town and fOrt Of Calpy w^e ut- 
terly abandoned on their approaoh. There they 
continued till the 3d of June, that memorable 
day, on which, by a fatiguing tUarch through 
an extenfive country, U’hich exhibited only one 
invariable feene of naked concker as for as the eye 
could reach, without a tuft of verdure, or a drop 
of water, between three and four hundred men, 
overcome by thirft aind fatigue, perilhed, raving 
mad ! The army fpent nearly three months in the 
diamond countif*of Bundiecund, a«d weto ex- 
posed to the greateft danger by interfering with 
the family difputes which Cook place at that 
rime among thofe who had pretenfions to the 
Rajahlhip. In thefe contefts, thus wantonly fo- 
mented, and no doubt intereftedly protrafted, the 
city of Mow was facked with a barbarity, for 
which the lofs fuftaihed by the viftors on that 
occafion was k jufi; puniihment. 

Leflie, who had the command, died in the 
beginning of Oilober, and w'as fucceeded by 
'Colonel Goddard. At this time the army was 

con- 
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confiderably reduced, no lefs than a thoufand 
,lepoj'S being in the hofpltal. They were now 
attended by an agent of Ragoba*$, and in his 
name levied money, even while every idea of 
fupporting him was ofHcially and publicly dif- 
avowed in Calcutta. The detachment had 
been originally conligned to the management 
(and direction of the Bombay prclidency ; but, 
under the condrudilon of having received con- 
tradiAory orders, ultimately conduAed themfelvcs 
by their own diferetion. Indeed, one day their 
march had been countermanded in confequcnce 
of the difficulties to be cncountqrcd ; and another, 
without affigning the rcafon, they were <Tefircd 
to proceed. Poonah, Bombay, and Surat, were 
alfo held out on feparate occalions as the objcAs 
of their deftination. 

This management, however, was probably a 
part of the plan which the governor-general now 
brought forward in council. He propofed a treaty 
offensive and defenfive with the Rajah of Berar, 
that this opulent and powerful prince Ihould be 
fupported in realizing his claims on.thc throne of 
the Ram Rajah, now vacant by his late deceafe 
without ilTue; and that the whole force of the 
Company ihould be exerted to cffeA his eftabliih- 
luent, not only a) head of the Marratto empire, 
but likewife in his pretra€ons to the Nizamtit of 
the Deccan. Mr. Elliot was deputed to the court 
of Moodajee Boonfla, with full authority for accom- 
pljlhing this important negociation. The caufe of 
^agoba was profeffedly abandoned. The prefi- 

X 4 dency 



3i» TRANSACTld!»S IN INDIA. 

deucy of Fort St. George was apprifed of the pro- 
ject, and required to co-operate, by dirc<fling their 
politics to that event. And the detachment, on 
their march to Surat, was enjoined to regard 
whatever orders they might receive from the Com- 
pany's Vakeel sit the Durbar of Berar, with the 
moft facred and implicit attention. 

Thefe arrangements, however, were not cffe^led 
without long and ftrenuous oppofition. The ab- 
furditv, the impolicy, the extravagance and im- 
]irafl:lcabllity of the meafurc, were expofed and 
ninilnucd in. terms of unupiivocal afperity and 
('cnfure. It was arraigiivd as inconfiftenr v\Ith the 
Company’s orders, who hvid enjoined the I'ullcft 
fconformiry to the treaty of Poonah, and tending 
to a p''odigal wafte of their treafure, at a lime 
when their affiiirs, both at home and abroad, de- 
Biandtd the moft rigid oeconomy in every branch 
c)t expenditure. It likcwife involved a variety of 
inaulpiclous circumflanccs. It was opened in a 
cribs uheii the mother country was under the im- 
mediate preffure of a war with her colonies, and 
one of the moft formidable confederacies that 
ever embroiled the powers of Europe ; when the 
prefidency of Bombay was in no fituatlon to de- 
fend its own t-'rritories ; tvhen the council of Fort 
Sc. George had infulted both Hj der Ally and the 
Nizam beyond a poffibility of forgivenefs; and 
even when the news of a French w'ar was expedled 
every' moment. It’s progrefs and operations were 
calculated to convulfe the whole continent of 

India, 
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India, and to rouie and unite the indignation of 
all the various and oppofite poolers in that cxten- 
five country. It treated the Nizam the Dcccan, 
the ancient friend and ally of the Company, with 
a treachery which he would not fail to revenge, 
by exerting the whole influence of his immenfe 
riches and power in forming fuch a combination 
againfl an ambition, thus boundlefs and insatiable, 
as might Shake the Britilh intercfl to its bafls» 
Thefe arguments were refifted, chiefly by the ad- 
vantages which were expefted from the feheme, 
and the facility of accompUflung it ; the difap- 
pointment it would give to the French views and 
intrigues at the Durbar ; the mortification which 
the Poonah miniftry would experience from a re- 
volution, by which they muft be diverted of all 
the authority they had ufurped ; the inviolable 
friendship of the Berar Rajah, whofe dominions 
would be as Strong a barrier to Bengal on the one 
Side, as thofe of Oude were on the other. Thj 
council, which then conSifted only of four mcjti- 
bers, were equally divided in their opinions of the 
queftion, when the governor-general, boldlj arro- 
gating the rcfponfibility of the whole meafurc to 
himfelf, carried it In the affirmative by his carting 
vote. 

• The Poonah miniftry, irritated by the rcfradlory 
ipirit which distinguished the mode of realizing 
the late engagements of the Company, made no 
fccret of their refentment. The gentlemen of 
Bombay inftantly declared the treaty of Poorunder 
. violated, 
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violated) and no lohger binding. They refolved 
at the fame rime to accept the ofllbrs of fuch 
chiefs as were in the intereft of Ragoba^ and with 
all podible expedition to fend him to Poonah at 
the head of an army. The detachment from 
Bengal were alfo ordered to direft their march 
for the Marratto capital, inftead of the route 
through the Quzurat to Broach or Surat. Thefc 
advices were received at Calcutta about the 
middle of Auguft ; and though, in all important 
refpedh, diametrically oppolite to the .policy fo 
recently adopted in council, met with full ap* 
probation. The negociation at the court of Berar 
was occalionally interrupted by the death of Mr. 
Elliot, on his way to Nagpour, the capital of that 
kingdom. It was, however, foon revived, and 
Colonel Goddard empowered to carry it on and 
bring it to an ilTue. He was therefore direfted 
by the fupreme council, without paying any re- 
gard to what orders might be received from 
Bombay, to reach the banks of the Nerbudda, 
which wafhes the Northern frontier of Berar. 
Indeed the prefidency of Bombay, unwilling that 
Goddard ihould partake of the glory which they 
pTomifed themfelves from the fucce^ of thcit 
arms, feem to have plunged into a ftate of the 
moH; violent hoftiliries at random. They would 
not wait the approach of the detachment. Thdr 
information was ^ntially defeftivc. They knew 
t«>t either their allies or their enemies fo perfeifriy 
enr efie^ally, » to ju^jfy any aft l ve meafttrcs. 

They 
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They ttpefted the jun&ion of the weniy diou* 
fend hftt'ie from the abettors of Ragoba. And the 
expedition commenced nnder a variety of other 
circumitattces fo very unfiavourabld aa proved omi^- 
nous of the event. 

Captain Stuart fucceeded in taking poAeffion of 
•the Bourghaut, a pafs through the mouAtaitia 
nrhich lead dircdly to Poonah. He condaued in 
this critical lituation a full month, probably in 
hopes of being joined by the friends of Ragoba» 
Not a Marratto, however^ of any confeqvie&ce 
appeared. The army from Bombay amounted to 
about four thoufand cii^<6live men ; (even huii« 
deed of tlicfe were faid to be Eutopeaos. They 
were fupported by a fine train of artille^5^ 
Two regiments of fepoj’^ and (ix hundred 
hoffe Were commanded in a ieparste divifion 
•by Ragoba. A prodigious quamity of baig^ 
gage, carriages, cattle, provifions, and laxu> 
Ties of all kind4, followed this little nttny. It 
was comn^anded by Colonel Egerton, who ndted, 
however, under the o^itrol of a feleft fttper- 
intending committee, an inftitution which, timugh 
alitterly incompatible with the fpirit and prompti- 
tude of the lervke, has uniformly di%rac8d our 
military tranfaiAions in India, 

It was on the ift of January [i 779}, when the 
M^rattos inftantly appeared in ptodi^us fw&rxnt 
on all (ides, that they found every inch of the 
gtwund would be vigonouHy di^ptrted. The exteenp 
hung every ftep we took on our rear, and our 
croeps Were obliged to proceed in the face of a 

fcvere 
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feveire cannonade ; at the fame titne they wCrt 
incelTantly galled by a prodigious difcharge of 
rockets. The Marrattos carefully avoided every 
movement which led to a dole or a general en- 
gagement. Their objeft was evidently to harafs» 
to fatigue, and to gradually exhauft and diminillr 
the Bombay army with as little rilk to thcmfelves 
as polfiblc* Colonel Cay and Captain Stuart, two 
refpedlable officers, were both killed during this 
defultory mode of fighting ; the one on the firft, 
the other on the fourth day of the march. Thefo 
defperate onfets were continued with little inter- 
ruption, and more or Icfs fuccefs every day, from 
nine in the morning till three in the afternooif. 
A feene of mcrcilels devaftation every where 
marked the progrefs of our arnjy. The cottages 
of the poor, and the villas of the great, were, at 
their approach, levelled in undiftinguilhed ruin. 
The many elegant feats in the fplcndid village of 
Tullicannan could not proted it from the indif* 
jCriminate defolation which fpread around. The 
want of tafte in its barbarous deftroyers was foon 
and amply revenged. They were already fo coin- 
.pletely invefted, that they could have no fupply, 
as their intercourfe with the country was every 
where effeftually intercepted. The enemy had 
increafed to above fixty thoufand horfe. Stung by 
the fight of Tullicannan, reduced to a heap of 
fmoking rubbilh, they aifailed our troops with a 
bravery, a fiercenefs, and a condvtft which confider- 
ably damped our confidence. In a well-fought 

ikirmilb. 
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fkirtnLih, .which took place on thi« occahoti) the 
enemy’s lofs was not much fuperior to ours. A 
retreat was now (January nth) determined on, as 
our iaft refource. Not a fingle partizan had yet 
joiiic- tl Ragoba ; and the enemy were determined 
to h tve burnt Poonah in the event of our army 
having foiccd their vvay to that capital. It is faid, 
this faithlels ally of the Company meditated an 
inftanci' of the moft horrid perfidy on this occa- 
fion. And who could expeft lefs than the blackeft 
treachei\’ from the murderer of his nephew ? It 
is not improbable that fome of the army’s move- 
ments o.iginafed in Colonel Cockburne’s appre- 
henfions of Ragoba’s machinations. By day-break 
on the lath, the whole army was furrounded and 
furioufiy aflliulted on all fidcs. The confli<ft, in 
various lhapes, continued for near fifteen hours, 
without intermiflion, and only ceafed at laft through 
exceflive wearinefs and want of ftrength. The 
cannonade, on both fidcs, was fierce and tre- 
mendous. The valour, the exertion, and evolu- 
tions of our forces were incredible. The horfe of 
the Marrattos returned to the charge with an in- 
trepidity and impetuofity which our grape-fliot, 
well-timed and well-pointed, only could repel* 
Nothing could appear more formidable than the 
velocity and fiercenefs with which they repeatedly 
attacked pur lines fwprd in hand. Captain 
fiartly’s fituation in this engagement was pe- 
culiarly critical, The divifion he commanded, 
fPCQuragcd by the fpirit and condu^ of an officer 

whon» 
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i|r]U)m they knred, by keeping up a con^nt and 
well-direfted hre, probably Caved the army from 
being cut t» pieces. The lofs, on the fide of the 
Marrattos, was prodigious. Of Europeans and 
fepeys ia the Britiih/army, near a thoufand were 
left dead on the fpot. All night the enemy fur* 
rounded the camp, and on the morning only pre> 
ferved a kind of diftant cannonade. It was now 
impoffible we could either retreat or proceed. Our 
elcape, oa every quarter, was ablblutely imprac> 
ticable. A dag of truce was, therefore, our only 
hope of fafety. |t was no iboner hoifted, than 
all boftilities were, for the prefent, at an end. A 
convention took place. And the Marrattos gave 
an illufirious inftance of their humanity and mo- 
deration, by the terms they impofed on the van- 
quifiied. They infilled on the Englilh giving up 
Ragoba, and all their late eonqueil on that fide 
of India; that the former treaty with Balajee 
Row ihould fupply the place of the late one at 
Poorutider, end be firmly and inviolably main- 
tained by both parties ; and that the Bengal de- 
tachment ihould return. The committee, how- 
ever, declared their incompetence to bind, by any 
deed of their’s, the fupreme council, in difpofing 
of their forces. Thcfe conditions were agreed to 
by both parties ; and Mr. Holmes, commiflary of 
the array, and Mr, Farmer, fecretary to the com- 
mittee, remained as hofiages with the Marrattos. 
The treaty was immediately tranferibed in the 
Engli/h, the Perfian, uid the Marratto languages,' 

and 
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and ftg»e4 the fitids of the ctmtiaftiog powect. 
The mcHnent this was completed, our army, 
whofe provifiofti were utterly exhaulled, were libe- 
rally fupplied by thefe humane conquerors. A body 
of their horle then conducted them to the coaH, 
and faw them embark in the vedels which carried 
them back to Bombay. 

Moodajee Boonila, the Rajah of Berar, was 
anxious to compromife the difpute. His central 
iituttion between Fotmah and Bengal, his clofe 
connediion with the Marrattos, his amicable in- 
tercourfe with the Engliih, his firiendihip for both 
parties, this wary, pacific and moderate temper, 
qualified him for mediating a reconciliation. He 
applied himfclf, therefore, with much alfiduity 
4/^d zeal in explaining the views and conduft 
of each party alternately to the other, and in 
refbaining the paliions and animofitics of both. 
He had the addrefs to procure the diimiffion of 
St. Lubin from the court of Poonah, as his in- 
trigues were held out to be the oftenlible caufe of 
offence at Calcutta, He was not lefs vigilant with 
the Engliih government, though lefs fuccefsful 
in dilTuading them from a perfeverance in march* 
ing their troops through the territories of princes 
with whom they were not in a ftate of friendlhip. 
He reprefented this wanton cntcrprize as pro- 
ducing univerfal difguft and alarm, as an auda- 
cious violation of all the rights of fovcreignty 
or independence, and as inffigating every prince, 
through whofe dominioos the detachment was 

defined 
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defined to march, to arm in his own 
and repel the outrage. He dated the varioda 
hardfhips and inconveniencies to which they muft 
be expofedj the unknown countries and lyilds 
theywere to pafs ; the difficuly of procuring pro- 
vidons ; the deceptions to which they were liable, 
from the improbability of obtaining- faithful 
guides ; and the numerous ambufeades which they 
could not but expedt, from the determined hodi* 
lities which their temerity would every where 
provoke. His romondrances were all in vain. 
He continued, notwithdanding, his good offices. 
Two of his principal officers were dationed on the 
banks of the Nerbudda, with ample fupplies for 
the immediate relief of the army. He acquainted 
them with the machinations formed againd thei|^ 
at Poonah ; and, with a candour and generolity 
which our condudl but ill deferved, told them, 
after advancing fo far, not only that it would be 
dangerous and impolitic to retreat, but even 
pointed out the neared line of march for them to 
the Guzurat. He evidently had it in his power to 
have facrificed the detachment without driking a 
blow, but he fcorned to take the lead advantage of 
their perilous lituation. He even advanced them 
money upon bills from Calcutta, without which 
they could not have proceeded. Notwithdand- 
ing thefe good difpofitions, he was too old and 
timid for effefting the revolution which the* 
governor-general had meditated in his favour.' 
Charmed as he might be with the intoxicating 

profpc(5ls 
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of domination and ^andeut wKlcK it* 
difbldied, the pfoJeA was impKcat^ with Icei^et' 
a|d conies which filled him with horror. He 
difcovefs' the (late of his feelings with great 
drefs and elegance in the laborious aiid moral cor* 
ref|K>hdence which the prdpofitions occafioned'. 
Goddard^s army had arrived on the northern fron- 
tiers of Berar, under circumftances of peculiar 
fatigue and emharrafiment. Their carriages were 
hrohen, their draught cattle worn down^ and their 
ifiagazines empty. At Hufnabad their, wants 
were, however, inftantly and abundantly fupplied. 
From this place General Goddard opened his 
powers of treaty with the Berar Rajah. Nor was 
he wanting, either in addrefs or induftry. He 
was not permitted to advance into the interior 
parts of Beran This refiridlion was ominous. 
The heart of the Hindoo revolted at purchafing 
ah empire with the blood of the Bramins. He 
would conclude no alliance, or form any engage- 
ments that tended to moleft or provoke either the 
FielhVra or the Subah of the Deccan. He was 
intimately conriedled with the former, by blood, 
and with die latter by treaty* And he fpurned at 
every temptation which implied treachery to either* 
He declined the propofal, at the fame time, with 
a delicacy peculiarly amiable and conciliating. 
‘The fcheme appeared to him altogether monftrous 
and impraAicable. But he reafoned againft it only 
from the principles of fidelity and fpund policy, 
the improbability of fuccefs, and felf-prefervation, 

V while 
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w|iile he obvioufly deemed },t the aboctive of^prmg; 
of the groff ft infdlence, temerity and ignorance* 
Goddard certainly owed his cfcape to the 
failure of the Bombay expedition. The moft 
difhnt powers in the empire crowded with all the 
forces they could mufter to the defence of the ca- 
pital. So many, fo deeply burled in woods and 
mountains, fo long, fo narrow, and lb pecu- 
liarly inclofed, were the defiles which he had 
to pafs, that a veiy inferior force might ci- 
ther have flopped his progrefs, or reduced him,, 
liy faniine, to any terms. But the adventure 
to Poonah created fuch a diverfion in his fa- 
vour, as left him totally unmolcfted. The news 
of this event, however, operated differently at the 
court of E(.’V'r. It probably difgufted the Rajah, 
in proportion as it facilitated i;he mo\cments of 
our army. Soon after his removal from Hufiia- 
bad, he was advifed from the field committee, who 
attended the Bombay army, to proceed to Ba- 
roach or Surat, or otherwife to continue on the 
banks of the Nerbudda, The letter containing 
thefe advices had been dated before the final en- 
gagement with the Mai ratios at Worgaum.. But 
the moment this treaty was accomplifhed he re- 
ceived pofitive orders, from the fame committee,, 
to make good his return with as much expedition 
as poflibic for Bengal. In three days a refolution 
was taken of violating their engagements ; and the 
general was then informed, that, upon mature rc- 
colleiftion, they did not think themfelves compe- 
tenr to ilTuc the orders they had given. He conti- 
nued 
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niied -IHi' ’mtiixh, notwlthfbndmg the di^uatlng 
nature of his intelligence. On the 5th of Fe- 
bruary he arrived in the vicinity of Booram- 
pore, the capital of Candiih, a large populous and 
opulent place. Here he received difpatches from 
the council of Bombay, direfting him to proceed 
immediately to Surat. A minifter from the Poonah 
Durbar arrived, at the fame time, in the Britifh 
camp, with a copy of the convention at Wor- 
gaum ; in which his return to Bengal was ex- 
preflly ftipulated. He denied that the committee 
who had figned that convention had any authority 
over him ; and aflerted, that he was direflcd to 
march to Bombay, for defeating the defigns of 
the French againft the Company's pofleffions in 
that quarter, and that he wis not at liberty to ac- 
quiefce with the treaty at Worgaum. He gained 
Surat by the end of the month. 

The preltdency of Bombay were not How in 
publicly difavowing the treaty of Woirgaum, 
though ratified by two members of the feleft com- 
mittee, armed with all the powers of govern- 
ment, and though the lives of the hoftages might 
have been forfeited by their treachery. Even this 
check had not qualhed that malignant fpirit of 
intrigue, which dill predominated in their coun- 
cils, and warped their politics. A fcherae was 
immediately fuggefted of making the fame ufe of 
Moodajee Sindia, which they had done of Ra- 
goba. It was by his interpofition that our army 
at Worgaum had not been difarmed and detained 

Y a ■ « 
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charaftier^ rendeced, him a much mor&«jJig^l9- iais* 
Itnimcot^of amhirion than^the flagitious ^Ragobo* 
i^C, does. not, however, appear tp have beeft>(pak[e' 

trainable, as he feems to have taken nouottic^- 
nihatever, either of the overtures he received^ or 
the advantages proferred tO' him by the reyolutkm 
p;:opoled. 

The prefidency of Bombay were ftill at fparmg 
as ever . in their communii^tions to the fuprem^ 
government.. Intelligence of their defeat had 
arrived both, from Madras and Poonah, longbe-^ 
fore it was ofEcially announced at Calcutta, which 
did not happen till about the middle of Marqhr 
It then occafioned much altercation. The fupreme 
council upbraided the Bombay prefidency with un- 
feafonable caution and delay, when afjdvity andt 
expedition were required j with having, by unac- 
countable remifTnefs, loA the only opportunity 
which promifed the lead fuccefs ; and w-ith un- 
pardonable temerity, in attempting the enterprize 
at a time when a variety of circumfiances oc- 
curred to render it abortive. To tbefe accuia- 
tions it was replied, that they had not been made 
acquainted, with the negociations at the Dwjbas 
of Berar, till it was impolfible to derive any 
advantage, from that fadb The difavowal of the 
convention at Worgaum was however con^med 
by the fupreme council. But, on the appearance 
of fome pacific di^fitlons, General Goddard 
was myeded with authority to trett once mpr^ 
( . with 



iwldi the liiarmiftfos. Hh itiftrndiohs Vere -fbohd- 
«d Oh this 'principle, that tKe Marrhtths ou^t tb 
4»e fatiafiied 'with the ^KjfleiHon Of RitjgOba, md tHa^ 
they had no right to further eoticeflions in con> 
^uence of their late fuccefs. He waa tellndbd 
from Yelin<p]ifhing jinyof dieifcw cen^ueHs or 
acoeffioRS, and rajolned to mfift egainft the ad* 
million in any manner of the French) or the molt’ 
dilhant conneditm with that nation. 

Notfwifhftandingthe amicable afpeft Which botX 
prelidencies now allumed, it Was at the &me thnb 
'determined to revive ahd Orge the 'trieaty with thb 
court of Berar with redoubled eameltnefs and affi- 
dirft^i hloodajee BdonllA Wa^, KoW^er, ihffexi- 
bly attached to the Ihie of politics Which h'6 
had prelferibed for hlS oWh conduit. Hii iteadi* 
nefs baffled all the conciliating talents and addre^ 
of which Grbddatd was fo great a mailer. nd 
artifice or argument was that cautidns ahd intel- 
ligent prince to be tempted from the principles ot 
a ibdnd and moderate policy. General profeffionil 
of IHendlhip arid good-will Were all that could 
be obtained. But he continued as anxious and 
Indefatigable as ever, to prevent any new rupture 
between his countrymen and the company. Hd 
even offered to become both the mediator and 
guarantee, and promifed to fettle effectually the 
differences, and to remove whatever jealoulies or 
prejudices might ftill fobfift on both fides. Buj 
thefe demonllrations of firitndftip were treated fo 
lightly, or with fiich a raahifeff Winf bf cottfi- 

y 3 dence^ 
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dence, by the fupreme council, that pwreparatioM 
,for war on our part were carried on, in every 
quarter of the Company's poflellions, with the 
^reateft publicity and expedition. The firft bri- 
gade, who had been flationed on the banks of 
the Jumna, in expedation of that event, was now 
fupplied with all manner of military ilores and 
equipage, that on, the ihorteft notice they might 
be in a capacity to carry the fcene of war into 
the enemy’s country. Other divifions 6f troops, 
in the mod advanced lituations, were likewife un- 
iler orders to be in conftant readinefs for hmilar 
ferviqe, 

. General Goddard feems to have adopted the 
warlike propenfities of the prelidency, with all 
the charaderiftic warmth and eagerncfs of the pro- 
feilion. And the {latement which he tranfmitted 
to Calcutta, of the politics in the wellern dl- 
vilions of India, was peculiarly calculated to 
flatter thofe molt popular and fafhionable in Ben- 
gal. He took occafion, as Toon as polTible, to ac- 
quaint the Poonah government with his powers 
and inflrudions for bringing matters to an ami- 
cable accommodation. But, before the Piefhwa 
could make any reply, Ragoba had efled.ed his 
efcape from the cuftody of Sindia, having fled fo 
early in the beginning of June, and taken re- 
fuge in the Englilh camp. I'he Bombay prefi- 
dency were rather Ihy of interfering further in the 
fortunes of that renegade prince. And, while a 
fchemeof lOij^ncUiauonwas adjufling, they (hifted 

the 
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the. refponfibility to Goddard, though Ragoba 
«buld not conceal ho«ir much he preferred a 
renewal of his connedion with them to a de> 
pendance on the fupreme council. Previous to 
'this event, the Piefhwa, and Moodajee Sindia, 
had informed the Bombay council of their 
reiblution to retaliate the ii^iuries received frcnn 
Hyder Ally, and on that accotmt intimated the 
fincereft iblicitude of coniing to a final agrge- 
ment with the fervants of the Company. The 
afylum which Ragoba found in our camp, in the 
mean while, correfponded with the wilhes of the 
fupreme council, who encouraged him to exped 
their protedion. His pcditics were, however, 
no longer eligible, and he was confidered only 
as capable of aflifting our army in effeding war or 
peace with advantage. His monthly allowance 
was greatly reduced ; and he was given to undcr- 
lland, that our favour for the future would 
depend on the fidelity of his condud, in not 
endeavoviring by his intrigues or emiflarics at 
Poonah to countcrad the views of his benefadors. 
The Marratto government, notwithftanding his 
reception in the Britifli camp, of which they 
had the earlicfl; intelligence, delegated cominif- 
fioners to open a treaty with the general. But 
thefe commiflioners did not arrive till the middle 
of Anguft, and were In no hafte when they came 
to bring forward the bufinefs. Their powers were 
fo limitted, that it became neceflary to difpatch 
meffengers to Poonah on the moil trivial difficvil- 

Y 4 tics 
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ties that arole. and the anfwers were returned with 
ifi Utde punauality and exf^ditiona that tluir^t 
cific dedreawere^ at leaft for the tln^e, a|3pareptl^ 
ahateif,' 

tt was about this period that the politics of 
the governor-general began to exhibit their na-> 
tuVal cifedx on the numerous ^wers of India, 
^ league was forming, vsrhich waste unite ,the^ 

one general and formidable confederacy for the 
eactindrion of the Company, The principles of the 
^nglilh government, and the various events which 
every where attended their operation, pro- 
duced the moft univerfal deteftation and alarm, 
and ultimately excited fuch a ferious apprehen- 
Henfion common danger from their intrigues 
wd exploits, as combined the mod; difeordant in- 
Icrefts and hodile nations, to defeat their ambi- 
tious purppfes. They nad dethroned potentates^ 
and ulurped their dominions. The Subah of Ben- 
gal, the Vizier of Oude, and the ^abpb of tho 
Carnatic, lyere reduced to a flate of ijplendfl^ 
thrawldom, the contemptible inftruments of Bri- 
tll|r rapacity, and the mlferable trophies of an 
Liibition which threatened the dependence pf eveify 
prince in the empire. The ruin of the RohiHaji 
was an awful and inftrudlive picture of what each 
of them might expeft in tfieir turn. Their d^’^e- 
ii&ion of the emperor, perfidioufly ftrippingTiim 
pf his tribute and the cefHon of his dominions, 

* i* * f f f t * 

lb incongruous with the faith or law of nations tc| 
^ creature of their own, were fb' many Rtoujg 

proof^ 
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j^oofs that th^ enga^m^ts yrfpe cgn^^ e^ 
'cMjly as inea(^^ e;^4i^cy; that 
from no ^ttle^ pn^cjiptes, j|^i|t thofii 
treachery and ufiirpationr T^fe ^eaf wsjtexiV 
vived and corroborated by Qut yery cxfpmdi^y 
;node of renewing hofttUties wid^ the Macrattot, 
The excefs to which we had carried pur putrag^ 
againft thefe powerful ftates heightened every 
fenfe of pall or more diflant grievance^^ and st- 
vetted that general odium which the prevaUing 
complexion of our government had fo cpplhmtly 
created and accumulated. A fyftem tl)US natural 
and inveterate gathered ilrepgt)} frpm contingency^ 
and was at laft matured and rendered pperajtiye hy 
the march of an army jchrougb t|)e l^eart qf the 
country ; the utter expnUion of the French ; an^ 
jh^t violent propen^ty fpjr v^ar, whic^ |lill rage^ 
jp the councils of Calcutta. 

This great fcheme pf genefal exertion pri^j 
nated with the Nizam of t^e Qepcaq, though if 
flqes ppt appear that he ha^ received aqy intelU'; 
l^nce o,f the facrihcf which i^ was intended tq 
have made of him in ^|ac treaty. Indqed« 
there w^pted not epough of paidfS| indepepdent of 
this circumiianccj p fliipulate him in prqie&iDg 
and efFefting an union fo pepeflairy tp the pommon 
fafety. He was not without bis of ap^prehen* 
fion from the power the whole ; 

his conne^iioD with the Poonah admmiftration was 
L^tim^cc and inviolable ; he regaj:ded li^goba as 
an ^ fqtb \ hf 

thought 
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'thought the^mbay expedition to Poonah fuch m 
Vagrant violation of treaty, that he imputed the 
deftruftioh 6f 'their army to the immediate inter- 
ference of Heaven, by which the unjuft are, often 
deftined to fall in their own fnares. Thefe fadls, 

• and the animadverfions they fuggefted, he had 
avowed fo explicitly, that Moodajee Boonfta had 
early apprifed the goyernor-gencral ** that the 
Nabcfc Nizam, and others alfo, who vpre all 
alarmed at the encroachments of the Englilh 
in the Deccan, were waiting a favourable op- 
** portunity to repel them.” The Marrattos wero, 
by this time, in a lituation of peculiar embar- 
ralTment, being under the neceflity of either coming 
‘to a final adjuftment with the Englilh, on their own 
terms, that they might be avenged of Hyder ; or 
of accommodating matters with the latter, that 
they might be able to exert their whole ftrength 
in repelling the infults of the former. Hyder 
made the firft advances, by offering a large fum 
of money for reimburfing their expences in the 
late war ; a confiderable tribute for the conquered 
countries ; and his whole force to aflift them 
againft the common enemy. Their prediledion, 
however, for an accommodation with the Englilh, 
defeated, for the time, the fuccefs of thefe over- 
tures, when the efcape of Ragoba, in connexion 
with various other circumftances, completely rc- 
verfed the face of affairs. By the Nizalh’s addrefs 
peace was immediately concluded between the Mar- 
rattos and Hyder Ally ; and the fyftematic con- 
federacy 
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federacy againft the Englilh accomf>lilhed. The 
plan of this important league direfted that Hyder 
and the Nizam Ihould attack the Carnatic and the 
nofthern Circars ; that the forces of the Mar- 
rattos Ihould be employed on the fide of Surat and 
the Guzurat ; and that the Rajah of Berar Ihould 
invade the provinces of Bengal. Nudjiff Cawn, 
and other chiefs on the weftern extremities of In- 
dia, were alfo invited to aft their part in this 
great effort, and to make the confufion and dan- 
ger general, by carrying fire and fword into Onde, 
Allahabad, and other provinces in that quarter, 
Moodajee Boonfia is the only one who feems to 
have become a partifan to the caufe with reluft- 
ance ; and who afted a part againft his inclina- 
tion, that he might fave his territories from the 
depredations of his neighbours. The entcrprize 
intrufted to his execution tvas not undertaken 
with any degree of promptitude. His army did 
not reach the frontiers of Bengal until the' ap- 
proach of the rainy feafon, which, however dif- 
pofed for aftion, muft have fufpended its operations 
for feveral months. Nor did the expedition, how- 
ever formidable in appearance, anfwer any other 
purpofe ultimately, than that it afforded the fu- 
preme council an opportunity of returning the 
kindnefs fhewn to the Bengal detachment on the 
banks of the Nerbudda, by furnilhing them fuch 
a feafonable fupply of provifion as prevented them 
from ftarving. 


All 
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AU pcafpe^s of.accemmodadon the Pooftah 
Xnin^y weie now -at an .end. The Marratto agei^ 
io^he Bckiih camp, bijr the decchcm which -the ;ge» 
neittl thought necelTary at length to alSlune, waif 
induced to declare, in hU mafter’s name, that he 
W^uld accede to no overtxu-es made by the Engliflt, 
nor conclude a treaty with us on any ether terms 
than an immediate furrender of Ragoba, and the 
relboration of all our late captures on that fide of 
India* This was a crifis of the iitmofi importance 
to the whole complicated fyftem of the Com- 
pany's concerns. Our preparatiews for a&ion were 
fyery where proiiimuced with additional energy and 
^Speditipn. Bombay ilipulated with Goddard for 
a (hare of the conqueft, and fuppUed him with all 
the troops not indifpenfably necefiary to their own 
defence. They declined, at the lame time, par- 
ta)dog the refponfibility of the war, and de- 
clared their utter incapacity to defray any part of 
the expence. The government of Fort St. George, 
notwithftanding their abhorrence of a meafure fo 
pregnant, as they prefumed, with imminent and 
inevitable deftrudlion, were obliged, on the lame 
neenuntj to Iiart with a large portion of that force^ 
the want of which they were Ibon to experience. 
The fuperior council concluded an alliance, ofien- 
five and defenfive, with the Ranna of Ghod, whofe 
territories, from their nature and fituaticn, con- 
fining portly of impenetrable woods, and partly 
of iiiaccefiB.ble mountains, and lying on the wefter a 
buhs of the Jutnna, fi>rmed no inconfiderable 

barrier 
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iMrier aglkift »)Hf irn^Hom of the enemy fram^ 
qvMrter. We had tins fubftkaidal advandige; 
Ut'ChttMcfec^ that tbey had neither union airiei^. 
theosfidres, iior<in<M)ey<to ilrengthen, infpdTe, and* 
cxpiedUe their exertions ; while our moft imporo 
iXPt enterprizes' had nothing to fear, as yet, frona 
any nuitcrial defs&dn our.pecunfary refOiarces* 
That divifioa of the Guzurat which lies towards ^ 
the- Indus was held by the Marratto family -of the- 
Guicawar. In the former war, the title to the 
fucceffion being contefted, the claims of Futty' 
Sing Guicawar were efpoufed, and* carried into 
efieft by odr interference. On that occahon the 
Company had obtained very conlidcrabld acceflions' 
of territory. The right, to fome ofthefe at leaft, 
was fuWequently maintained in the Poonah treatj^, 
and became the principal article in reference to 
future inquiry, which was then left undecided. 
The Nabob afterwards aflerted, that this grant 
was the eSkSt of extortion, while he had not the 
liberty of afting as a free agent ; and that, in 
fad, without the concurrence of the Poonah go- 
vernment, he had no right to make it. The co- 
operation of this chief was now become a defirable 
objed; and very advantageous offers were held 
out to him in a propofed treaty of alliance. He 
appears, however, extremely backward to enter 
into any new connedioa with the EnglHh. Our 
troops palled the Tappee the fecond day of 1780. 
It was their approach which, in all probability, 
brought him to acquiefee in our meafufcs. The 

^ortrefs 



TIIAKS^/^CTIOIYS fKWtllA/ 
fortfffs of a' petty territory ■ belonging to 
Peiibara, which lay in the direft road to the capS»- 
tal of Bradera, where the Nabob rehded, was the • 
oftenfible objedl: of this movement. DublM^y' 
with its diftrift, was foon reduced ; but Flirty-^ 
Sing Hill kept his diilance. Nor was it withottt^ 
confiderable management that he was induced^ by 
the end of the month, to put his iignature to a 
treaty for dividing the Guzurat between the par- 
ties, and a perpetual exclufion of the Poonah go- 
vernment. 

It was not till the 1 5th of February that God- 
dard, reinforced by the Nabob’s cavalry, invefted 
the city of Ahmedabad, the capital of the pro- 
vince. In five days it was taken by ftorm. The 
whole furrounding country fell at the fame time. 
The Nabob, being raifed to the government by the 
general, was liberal enough in palling grants, to his 
matters, of thofe diftridls which they kept in their 
own hands. The general was anxious to delay a 
final partition of the capture, until the more im- 
jwrtant ends of the w'ar Ihould be obtained. But 
the gentlemen of Bombay, diflatisfied with the 
divifion which had been made, advifed the fu- 
perior council, from their own knowledge of 
Futty Sing, not hattily to ratify the treaty, with- 
out at leatt referving to themfelves the right of in- 
lifting on a fubfequent adjuftment. 

A powerful army, under Sindia and Holkar, 
had now taken the field, and feemed directing 
theix march for Surat. They were, however, in- 
tercepted 
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tist^ifiepted by General Goddard, who came up with, ' 
on the 8th of March, and was prevented at- 
taclciiig^ them in the night, as he intended, by a 
l^er from Mr. Farmer, one of the gentlemen left 
^ an hodage at Worgaum, and now in the enemy’s 
emp. This informed him, that thefe two politic 
chiefs were only folicitous of obtaining his friend- 
fhip. On the following day both hoftages were 
enlarged, and prefen ted themfelves before their 
countryman. A confidential agent accompanied 
them, at the fame time, from Sindia, who afiured 
the general of his madcr’s hatred to NanaFurnefe, 
the prel^nt Marratto regent ; and defired an ex- 
planation of what was meant with regard to Sindia 
and the Pcifhwa feparately. He likewife prelTcd 
the general to make propofals for fuch an agree- 
ment as might equally facilitate the views of both 
parties. This, however, the general declined, 
and expedted Information from Sindia, who beft 
knew how fuch a revolution was to be cfledled as 
might rnofl. effedlually repay the trouble and cx- 
pence it would infallibly occafion. It is generally 
conjeftured, that SIndia’s only view, by this ma- 
noeuvre, was to obtain the pofleflion of Ragoba 
and his fon, and by that means to aggrandize 
himfclf in the date, without any reference to oup 
advantage. His propofition certainly went to that 
objed. But his Vakeel, on delivering it, was 
immediately difmifled, with an alTurance that the 
Englilh would, by no means, be induced to pjat 
any redralnt upon Rigoba, nor riik the lafety 

of 
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(ff hit Ito i alid, tbcnligti finely 
g<?0 tt ftl6fti t k>c(, ' they* would m)t raife fatft 
kli£ ^verkfbtentt without (aeoi pretibus t^nditiottt 
lii!‘ their' favoun Sihdia was^ at the ihtne 'timej 
ori a feeret correfpoiidence with' 
drow, a nifraftory Wother of Futty Sihg^ Whoiii 
he not only proihlfed to but had receivfed 
him Into 'h'ili camp. ThiS) With fome other 'iti->' 
^plkabie inftihees in’ the coftdudb of Smdia, 
prompted the general to ufc all h» endeaVoura to 
hiring on an adtiOn between the’two armiesi But 
the wary Marrdtto was fo much on his guards 
that a fnrprife w^s impradicable» And it was 
not till 'Goddard, leaving evfety thing behind, 
pulhed rapidly forward with the cavalry grenadiers^ 
and the moft alert in the army, that he compelled 
the MsrrattoS to Hand an engagement* Having 
pafied their principal guards with deicterity, hC 
fell' in without heiitarion npon their camp. Tiie 
rapid diichargeof the artillery 'did prodigious ex- 
ecution ‘among the Marrarto horfe, and the’variJt 
ous attacks and evolutions were efFcdted with fo 
mneVfpirit, and direfted with fuch ability, that’ 
the enemy were driven from their poll and com-* 
pletely rooted in left than an hour. The'Britifli 
officers, -ftiing by the recollccHon of their late de- 
feat, were anxious to wipe away that di%race, and 
retrieve the honour the^ had then Idl. Thfe very 
fepoys, thongH fighting ?gainft their own country- 
BttA,*'wCreeven proud rtd be ohe^ mOre'fohHcl on 
thwVihi^Hhing fia(>. 


tt 
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.It afieer this, chat Capiam Gampbei, 

retoraing from a foraging expedition, at feme dif- 
cance, with oalf two battalions of fepoys, four 
field pieces, and a large convoy of provifions, was 
intercepted by Sindia, at the head of twenty 
thoidaod men. It is not improbable that Catnp- 
bel had a choice of ground, adapted to the na* 
ture and number of his petty force. In truth, it 
is otherwife incredible that he fhould have de- 
fended himfelf againft fuch an army with fuccefs. 
He, notwithftanding, repulfed the enemy with 
the lofs of five or fiif hundred men, and carried 
away his convoy unimpaired. In this aftion, it is 
. faid, the fire of the flank companies did eminent 
and confpicuous execution among the enemy’s ca- 
valry ; acircumftance which, it has been flircwdly 
enough remarked, might in a great mcarme have 
arifen from fome peculiarity in the pofido.! of our 
troops. Lieutenant Walfli experienced al To fimil.tr 
fuccefs againft an obvious di (parity of numbers. 
Detached, with a battalion of iepoys and a regi- 
ment of cavalry, to furprife a camp of fix rhou- 
fand Marrattos, and finding the infantry could 
not reach them before elay, that the defign might 
not be fruftrated, he determined to make his 
attack with the horfc only. The entcrjirizc was 
hazardous, but condudfccd with bravery and fltill. 
The enemy was routed [May 3d] with great 
flaughter. Their own cannon were occupied 
againft them with fuch adroitncL ami refolution, 
that many of thofe who efcaped v/ere utte Iv at 
. Z a lois 
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a lofs how to account for (b fudden a ^rafter. 
The commander, with a great number of ofEcers 
and men, were left dead upon the fpot ; and die 
camp, with all it contained, fell into the hands of 
the Englilh, 

Soon after Major Forbes, with only two batta- 
lions of fepoys, furprifed and put to flight a body 
of feven thoufand Marrattos. The feafon, how- 
ever, approached when both armies were obliged 
to repair to winter quarters, that they might 
avoid the pernicious cfFeds of the rainy months. 
In every adion with the enemy, and in fpight of 
every advantage which numbers could beftow, our 
troops were uniformly vidorious and triumphant. 
Indeed, nothing could refled greater credit on the 
general, the olheers, and even the privates at large, 
nor ellablilli a more operative convidion of our 
-fuperior prowefs in the field, than the conftant 
fuccefs which attended all our exertions during 
this campaign. 

Nor were the atchievements of the Company's 
troops lefs fplendid and material on the frontiers 
of the Bengal provinces. Early precautions had 
been taken to guard againft any incurfion of the 
enemy on this fide of the country. Ghod, as 
had been forefecn, in confequcnce of its recent 
Cvinnedion with us, was inflantly attacked by a 
powerful body of Marrattos. But Major Popham, 
with only a handful of men, fooii cleared the 
country of thefc marauders ; drove them before 
him through a conliderable part of their own, and 

com- 
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commanded fuch an acceffion of territory, as 
might have proved of importance, but tliat it 
could not be retained. The celebrated fortrefs of 
Gualier flood in the midft of this petty ftate. It 
was ftill in the poffeffion of the Marrattos, and 
probably as great an eye-fore to the natives as 
Gibraltar, under the command of a Britilh gar- 
rilbn, is to the Spaniards. The anxiety of Mr, 
Haflings for the rcdu<flion of this place was no 
fecret to the major, whofe own folicitude for dif- 
tinAion, in the line of his profeffion, powerfully 
excited the encerprizc. The fortifications, which 
were of great flrength, inclofed the fummit of a 
prodigious high hill, encircled by rocks, and 
equally barricaded on every fide by the moft 
tremendous precipices. The ground which lay 
within the works was fo extenfive and fo fertile 
as to be equal to the fubfiftence of any number of 
men which the defence of the garrifon might 
require. The major, perhaps, formed any hopes 
of fuccefs which he might entertain, againft a poll 
which the princes of Indoftan had always pro- 
nounced impregnable, on that confidence and fe- 
curity which are natural to fuch a fituation. Some 
natives, from motives which do not appear, had 
difeovered a fccret paffage, by which they feram- 
bled up the rocks, and entered with fafety in the 
night. The major, informed of this important 
circumflance, had the track minutely examined ; 
and conceiving, from the report, a bare poffibility 
of fuccefs, he boldly determined to riik all the 

Z z con- 
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confequences of a failure. The attempt was at- 
tended with fuch imminent hazard and difficulty^ 
as rendered the fucccfs which followed uncom- 
monly brilliant. The conftemation and furprife, 
occafionedby a capture thus rapid and unexpefted, 
had an immediate and powerful operation on the 
' enemy. They inftantly retreated from the whole 
circumjacent country ; and it is faid the alarm even 
reached Sindia in his capital, Ougein, whither be 
had juft retired from the Guzurat. 

Sulpending our attention to the Company’s af- 
fairs in the northern and upper parts of India for 
the prefent, it may not be improper in this place 
to give fome account of the tranfaftions, which, 
at the fame time, agitated the powers and threat- 
ened our interefts on the coaft of Coromandel. 
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CHAPTER X. 

French Pf'ar — Pondicherry taken — Affair cf the Gun- 
toor drear and Pejhcujh — Hyder Ally invades the 
Carnatic — ‘The Confequences of that Event — The 
Prejidency and the Nabob equally unprepared — State 
of the Army — 5 /r HcSlor Monro takes the Fitld — 
BailUe's Situation — His Difafier — Sir Eyre Coote’s 
Arrival — he beats the Enemy in four pitched Battles 
— The War with the Dutch — Expedition againji their 
Settlements in Sumatra — The Fall of Negapatam on 
the Coromandel Coaji, and ofTrincomale in the JJland 
of Ceylon. 


A.U THEN TIC intelligence of our late war 
with France was communicated to the governor- 
general of Bengal fo early as July 1778 ; and his 
thorough conviilion of this great and interefting 
facfl produced an immediate and fenfible influence 
on all the raeafures of the fupreme council. The 
deftination of Count d’Eftaing’s fleet, which was 
then unknown, was not unnaturally fuppofed to 
be fome of our capital ports on the Indian fhore. 
Report, which for the moft part magnifies where 
it does not fabricate, gave weight to the conjecture. 
The Chevalier St. Lubin was Itill at the Durbar^ 
and obferved to be frequent in clofe conference 
with the Peilhwa. The Heps which the govern - 

Z 3 ment 
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ment of Calcutta took to repel the impending dan- 
ger were, to bring their differences with the Mar- 
ratto Hates to a fpeedy decifion ; to take inftant 
pofleflion of all the French fettlements in Bengal, 
and make a complete capture of all their <hips in 
the river i and to recommend the fiege of Pondi- 
cherry to the prefidency of Fort St. George, as a 
meafure which ought to be adopted without delay. 
The papers found on Mr. Chevalier, the governor 
of Chandernagore, who was apprehended making 
his cfcape at Cuttack, confirmed the news of hof- 
tilitles having commenced between France and 
England in Europe ; and confequently juftified 
thefe preparatory arrangements for the fame con- 
fli<5l in that part of the world. 

The Englifli had commenced hoftilities againft 
the French fadories and fettlements at Chander- 
nagore, at Yaman, atCarical,at Mafulipatam, and 
other places, the moment they were authorized to 
confidcr them as enemies with whom they were at 
war. Immediate depradations were at the fame 
time made on their trading veflels, both in the 
Ganges and on the coafts of Coromandel. It was 
not, however, till the beginning of Augufl that 
the prefidency of Madras were prepared for un- 
dertaking the reduction of Pondicherry. Sir Ed- 
ward Vernon commanded the fmall Britifli naval 
force at that time in the Indian feas. I'he fqua- 
dron, with which he failed againft Pondicherry, 
confifted only of two frigates, a lloop of war, and 
tke Valentine Eaft-Indiaman* He foon encoun- 
tered. 
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tered, in a very warm engagement, which lafted 
laHed above two hours, a French fleet of fupe* 
riot force, under the command of M. de Tron- 
jolly. The Englifli admiral, who had manifeftly 
the better in this fight, expedfed the enemy to 
have met him once mure, and that he would have 
endeavoured at lead to have kept the town from 
being invefted by fea, as well as *by land, found 
it ever after impoflible to bring on a battle. After 
near a month’s manoeuvring to no purpofe, the 
French fleet abandoned the coaft, and left the 
Britifli flag triumphant. Pondicherry was imme- 
diately and clofcly blockaded. The defence was 
fpirlted and indefatigable. M. de Bellecombe, 
governor of the town, and general commandante 
of the French fettlements in India, gained immor- 
tal reputation by his gallantry and perfeverance 
in this fiege. The befiegers, however, fo®n gained 
a vifible fuperiority, and continued to carry on 
their approaches with increaling dexterity and 
difpatch, thovigh the daring and vigorous opera- 
tions of tho garriibn rendered the utmoft caution a 
matter of neceflity, and, together with the violent 
rains which then frequently fell, conliderably re- 
tarded their works. After a month’s extreme la- 
bour, the place was deemed no longer tenable. 
On the day preceding that which had been fixed 
on for making,the allault, the governor propofed 
a capitulation, which was readily granted, in a 
manner which gave ample and honourable tefti- 
mony to the bravery of the enemy. Whatever 

Z 4 was 



344 transactions IN INDIA, 
was propofed, that did not interfere with the pub- 
lic fecurity, was liberally admitted. On this ac- 
count alone the European part of the garrifon 
were fent to h'rance, and the fepoys, and other 
native troops in the country, dilbanded. I'he 
honours of war were allowed, and, as a particular 
mark of atte.ition to M. de Bellecombe, the regi- 
ment of Pondicherry, at his requeft, were per- 
mitted to keep their colours. Nearly three hun- 
dred pieces of artillery became the prize of the 
conquerors, who feized, at the fame time, all 
public property, but fecured whatever was private 
to the owners. Our lofs amounted to two hundred 
and twenty-four flain, and above fix hundred 
wounded. Of the enemy, little ftiort of the fame 
number were killed and wounded j a circumflance 
which abundantly demonftrates their zeal in. the 
fervice of their country, and the obftinacy with 
which thc'y maintained their ground to the laft cx^ 
tremity. 

Thefe violences, on the part of the Englifli, and 
the uniform fuccefs which attended them, co-ope- 
rated, w ith a variety of other caufes, to rend-r the 
exti-nlion of our power an objeft of ferious atten-. 
fl'-'n and concern, cfpecially to the neighbouring 
princes, 'i he fall of Pondicherry was at leafl im- 
iiiod.ateK foil wed by the I'ettlement of the Gun- 
tour . '.rc.'r. It was an acqudition which the pre- 
fiden. \ oi Madras had, for fome time, been very 
au io. to obi in, as, from its fituation, it muft 
have enabled them to exclude the French nation 

from 
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from the Deccan j to keep open a communication 
by land with the four northern circars; and to 
have preferred the continuity of their polTeffions, 
and thofe of their allies. Bazalet Jung, however, 
was in prefent poiTeiTion of it, as a jaghire, for life, 
for which he was tributary to his brother, the Su- 
bah of the Deccan, and by whom he was bound 
nor to difpofe of it in any manner, or to any 
perlbn, without his confent or approbation. I'his 
province, in the treaties by which the other four 
were conveyed and confirmed to the Company, 
was alfo ordained to become our’s at the death of 
Bazalet Jung. We were, at the fame time, re- 
ftrained from all attempts by negociation or bar- 
gain, excepting by the mediation of the Nizam, 
to obtain the Guntoor before the time allotted. 
Thefe treaties further provided, that we Ihjuld 
aflill the Nizam with our forces, in all cafes of 
war or invafion j that we (hould operate as a check 
on the refraflory difpofition of Bazalet Jung, to 
the degree of diipofie.Iing him of the jaghire the 
moment he ent-ied on meafures d.uigei )us to his 
brother, or incoidillcnt with the tranquillity of his 
government j and that any alliance with thi* ene- 
mies of the Company, or giving them any affift- 
ance, Ihould render him li .bie to a forfeiture, not 
only of his poflellions, but of all protc(^i:ion, either 
from us or his brother. 

Notwithftanding thefe feemingly infuperableob- 
ftacles, fo eagerly delir us had the preiidoncy been 
to anticipate the proprietory of this \aluable terri- 
tory, 
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tory, that overtures had been frequently fubmittecf 
to the Nizam on the fubje^. But this prudent fb- 
vereign adopted the wife policy of not granting too 
much, as he found the requihtlons of the Company 
were endlefs. Thefe diredt applications to him were 
however fuch unequivocal acknowledgments of his 
fovereignty, as ought to have been an infupera- 
ble bar to their treating with any other. But time, 
accident, opportunity, and ambition, diifolved 
the obligations which had been formerly deemed 
binding. Bazalet had been frequently charged 
with entertaining a predileilion for the French. 
He was ftrongly fufpefted on this occafion to be 
folely dircfted by their influence. He had received 
a body of troops into his fervice, which, though 
compofed of vagabonds from almofl all the nations 
in Europe, were yet commanded by one Mr. 
l.ally, a Frenchman. Strong and repeated re- 
monftranccs were made to him on this fufpicious 
meafure. His apology M'as not fatisfailory. The 
friendlhip of the French was no longer adequate 
to his proteflion. The intereft of the Englifli pre- 
dominated every where to luch a degree, that 
it was madnefs to rilk their refentment. I'heir 
intrigues were feconded by menaces. The ap- 
proaches of Hyder Ally, who by this time had 
extended his conquefts to the frontiers of the circar, 
completed the wifhes of the prefidency, by terri- 
fying the timid Bazalet into compliance. He was 
at th& fame time perhaps difguflcd by the licenti- 
oufnels of his new auxiliaries. He had therefore, in 

the 
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the end of the year 1778, thought himfelf juftified 
from the difficulties to which he was reduced, and 
the apprehenfions he entertained for his fafety, in 
applying to the Englifli for protedlion and lelief. 
He foon after entered into a treaty of friendlhlp 
and alliance, and on our fide of affiftance and de- 
fence, with the council of Fort St. George. By 
this agreement, which took place without the know- 
ledge or intervention of the Nizam, he difmified 
the French troops, and furrendered the Guntoor 
circar into the hands of the Company. 

It was propofed in council, that the gradual 
procefs of this important tranfaflion fhould be tranf- 
mitted to the Subah, and the completion of it 
fufpended till his confent could be obtained, that 
fome appearance of refpe^t at Icaft might be paid 
to the treaties fubfifting between both parties. 
I’his temperate and equitable advice was however 
overruled by the majority. Thus did the Com- 
pany’s fervants carry a compaeff, including new 
arrangements of connexion, revenue, and territory, 
with a iubjei^t, without the participation or confent 
of his fovereign. Nor could the fupreme govern- 
ment obtain any other information of this very ex- 
traordinary bulinefs, than that a ncgociation for 
granting the Guntoor, upon certain conditions, to 
the Company, was carrying on with the faireft 
profpeft of fiicccfs. It w'as not fo much as fpecifiefd 
either wdth w^hom it was conduced, or by whom the 
grant w'as to be made. It was even concluded. 
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with every formality, full ten months before any 
ofHcisl accounts of it reached Bengal. 

The Guntoor circar was immediately farmed out, 
upon a leafe of ten years, to the Nabob of Arcot, 
who has long aded as the great farmer-general of 
the Company in this part of India. Whatever emo- 
luments may accrue to the fervants, the profits of 
their mafters, from this extcnfion of the Nabob's 
credit, feem rather problematical. His debts have 
not only reduced them to the greatefi difficulty, 
but opened fuch a field of intrigue for a number 
of unprincipled individuals, as have fullied the 
Britilh name. Avarice feems the difeafe of his 
nature, and his reludance to difcharge his pecu- 
niary obligations is ftrengihened with his years. 
The Nizam had always regarded his encroach- 
ments in the Deccan with jtaloufy. He knew the 
principles that infpired him. He faw him now 
under a very alarming afpeit of public affairs j and 
the imprelfion of various interefting tranfadlions 
at once pulhed forvrard into a fituation, fo near, 
fo critical and fo unexpeiled, that no moderation 
could prevent difputes, or vigilance guard againft 
danger. It was expedlcd to prove ftill more offen- 
fivc to Hydcr Ally, between whom and the Nabob 
there fublifted the moft inveterate and implacable 
animolTty. Nor did that prince long difguife his 
fentiments of a meafure, which ftruck him as in- 
tended to obftruifl his operations on the northern 
borders, to encourage difturbance in his new ac- 

quifitions. 
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quifitions, or to facilitate a concerted attack upon 
his intereft in that unfettled quarter. 

Bazalet Jiaig fooo became alarmed from the me- 
naces he received, and the dangers which gathered 
round him. Not thinking the troops within reach 
of the Guntoors equal to his protedlion, he urged 
the prefidency for an immediate and pow*erful re- 
inforcement. A coniiderable detachment, under 
the command of Col. Harper, was forthwith fent 
on that fervice. He was at the fame time, with- 
out leave obtained, or even requelled, and per- 
haps without any real necedity, ordered to take 
his route through part of Hyder’s dominions. But 
Hyder was too jealous and tenacious of his rights 
to permit the fame liberties here which had been 
taken on the other lide of India. Harper had no 
fooner entered the Cuddepah, than he announced 
to the officers of Hyder, on that ftation, the ob- 
je <51 and deftination of his march. Their anfwcr 
was, that he Ihould be oppofed, and the pafles 
barricaded againft him. He proceeded notwith- 
ftanding, but his temerity was foon checked. He 
found the trees cut down acrofs the way at Atcour, 
other means of defence and obflru< 5 lion adopted, 
and a large body of troops ftrongly polled to 
difpute his paflage. Having no orders to com- 
mence hoftilities, the dread of b-.ing inclofed by 
the enemy, and prefl'ed for time, he gave up the 
delign for the prefent, and fell back to Innaut)nda, 
which he reached the 14th of April [1779], al\r 
' fpending a week to no purpofe in Cuddepah. 

Aware 
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Aware that the treaty for the Guntoor circar 
was not in ail refpe<^ conformable to the fpirit and 
tenor of engagments fubfifting between the Nizam 
and the Company, it was determined immediately 
on the conclufion of that bulinefs to appoint a 
refident at the court of Hydrabad. Mr. Hollond 
was therefore preferred to that lituation, and in- 
ftru< 5 fcd to declare the determination of the pre- 
lidency, to preferve inviolably the treaty of 1776, 
to (hew that their late agreement with Bazalet 
Jung w'as no infringement of it, and that they 
had hitherto made all their applications to the 
Nizam, as anfwerable for the deportment of his 
brother, but that their apprehenfions from the 
French troops had impelled them at laft to open 
a negociation dire<flly with Bazalet. He was to 
alTure him at the fame that the Pcflicufli, or tri- 
bute, for the northern circars, which had not foe 
feme time paft been punftually difeharged, was 
delayed only on that account. 

The account of this appointment, tranfrnitted to 
the fuperior government, ftaies only, that the pre- 
lidency of Fort St. George feri'^ully dreaded the 
refentment of the Nizam, from his attachment to 
the Poonah miniftry, his hatred to Ragoba, and 
our concern in the Marratco dllTentlons ; that, as 
the northern circars were much expofed to inva- 
lion from the Deccan, and the Subah’s friendfhip 
extremely doubtful, they deemed it highly expe- 
dient to have the beft and earlieft intelligence of 
his defigns j and that for this purpofe, and for fet- 
tling 
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fling whatever related to the Guntoor circar, and 
the dirminion of the French troops, they had ap- 
pointed Mr. Hollond their refident at the Nizam's 
Durbar, and inftru^led him to correfpond with the 
fupreme council on whatever deferved their at- 
tention in that quarter. 

Our relident was received by the Nizam with 
every mark of refpecfl. He dated a variety of 
inftances, to prove with what fidelity he had uni- 
formly maintained his engagements to the Com- 
pany. He aflumed the foie merit of having in- 
duced his brother to part with the French troops, 
whom he had taken into his ownfervice, that they 
might not join either Hyder Ally or the Marrattos. 
But, when at a fubfequent audience the affairs of 
the Guntoor province were opened, and he under- 
Hood that a body of our troops had marched for 
the protection of the country againft the defigns 
of Hyder, In expectation that his own forces would 
join them for accompUfhing that purpofe, it is 
i'aid that his countenance was at once exceedingly 
changed, and he laboured under the greatefl and 
mot vifible anguilh of mind. It appears as if 
he had refolved on revenge from this moment, and 
that in all his fubfequent conferences with Hollond 
this infult was conilantly uppermoft in his mind s 
that he frequently urged the grofs abfurdity of af- 
fecting a friendlhip, notwithtanding a conduCl 
thus glaringly hoHile ; that his feelings would by 
no m&ans fuifer him to brook fuch an interference 
wicb his family concerns i that the intentions im- 
puted 
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puted to Hyder Ally, of molefting his brother’s 
country, had no exiftence bui in our infidious po- 
licy i that the treaty re pired our troops to be im- 
mediately counterman ied from entering the circat} 
or, if the treaty \vasnwt to be regarded,- he yrould 
himfelf oppofe them ; and that H; def Ally was 
about to chaftife the prefidency for their perfidy, 
by fuddenly falling on the Carnatic in his former 
mode of overrun dng the country, plundering and 
burning every thing before him, and cautioufly 
avoiding fixed battles. 

In confequence of 1 'ollond’s favourable recep- 
tion at idydrabad, it was refolved in council to 
try if a remiffion of the tribute for the northern 
circars could not be obtained. Thefe were held 
by a phirmaund or grant from the great Mogul, 
who ftill aflumed the filly prerogative of giving 
away countries, into which he had not the privi- 
lege of entering. This, they prefumed, eftablilhed 
their free and unconditional right to the five 
circars, and their receiving them afterwards from 
the Nizam, on paying an annual tribute, was a 
furrender of the Company’s property. Ti'hefe 
ideas were much laboured in a minute from the 
prefident, which was adopted. Hollonl was con- 
fequently infirucied to mention no compromife, nor 
to ftipulate for any part of the Pclhculh, until all 
his exertions to prevail with -the Nizam to relin- 
quifh the whole proved unfuccefcful. In that cafe, 
he was to be fatisfied with an abatement from five 
lacks, the prefent flandard, to two. j the rate at 

which 
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\vhicli the CoTx^nj htd held the afteari for the 

firft fix years. 

It happened rather unfortunately for the fuccefs 
of this propofal that it was made when the pay- 
ment of the arrear was expedled, and while his 
tefenttnencs for the injuries done to his intertfi, in 
the affair of the Guntoor province, were fiill 
warmly avowed. He now conceived the prefi- 
dency to be bent on war, and openly declared 
himfelf prepared to meet them. He threatened 
to join Hyder Ally, and defired that his opinion 
might be immediately communicated to the pre- 
fidency, and a fpeedy anfwer returned, left his 
troops advanced on Colonel Harper, in’ his way to 
the Guntoor. Hollond, though regularly advifed 
by the prefidency to afllire the Nizam that no 
threat was meant, but that whatever remitlion could 
be obtained fhould proceed entirely from his own 
bounty and frlendfhip, was told, at the lame time, 
to perfift in urging the requifidon, as having a folkl 
foundation in equity, as what could not be given 
up, and as a raeafure with which the Nizam's 
compliance was expec'ted. He was alfo autho-' 
rized to add, that, though they meant to pay the 
whole arrears when convenient, they were not un- 
prepared to retaliate whatever fteps might be taken 
to embarrafs or infult them. It was even infi-* 
auated, that the prefidency hoped the forces un- 
der Lally would be difmifled, and dire^fed to 
march towards the fea coaft, that all the European* 
might without delay be fent to their refpe^ve 

A a countries, 
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countries) and that the natives ihould in like man-- 
oer be dilbanded. 

(Nothing could be more impolitic than the eager- 
nefs with which thefe invidious difcuflions were 
brought forward at prefent, and Hollond was in- 
formed, on the laft day of Auguft, that the Pelh- 
cirfh would be expe<3ed, and denianded as ufual, 
or the payment of it enforced ; that immediate 
war would follow the fiifl refufal, and that he 
might have bis audience of leave in two days. 
Thefe declarations were fucceeded by formal no- 
tice to prepare for his departure. The Nizam 
even talked publicly of taking the field whenever 
the rainy months were at an end. Happily, the- 
fupreme council totally condemned the offenfive 
meafures, which for fome time had been thus go- 
ing forward with the Subah. They difpatched a 
letter to that prince, as foon as they were made 
acquainted with his fituation-, in which, without 
arraigning the condu<5t of the Madras prefidency, 
they endeavoured to foothe and allay his apprehen- 
fions, to fatisfy him that no meafures could be fi- 
nally fettled without their concurrence, and to 
conciliate his confidence, by affurances that they 
would fuflfer no infringement of the treaty between 
them. They told him, Hollond was dire»Jfed to 
fufpend his negoclation until he received further 
inftrui51ions from his immediate confiituents, to 
whom they had written on the fubjeft. They in- 
clofcd a copy of their letter to the Nizam in that 
which they directed to Madras. And, not fe- 

verely 
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condemning what had taken plSce, they 
only enjoined a Hriot compliance with the mei- 
fures now recommended for the reftoration of that 
mutual cordiality which had formerly diftinguiihed 
♦heir connection. The Kizam was on the eve of 
avenging himfelf for the wrongs done him by the 
Madras prefidency, when this letter arrived, which 
he received with the greaieft fatisfaClion : ** If 
w’hat you write,” faid he, “ is from your heart, 
anil the government of Madras will adhere 
“ ftriCtly to treaty, and will relinquifh the pof- 
“ feffion of the treaty, it is well j if not, I have 
“ nothing of greater confequence than defending 
** my country. It is from this new line of con- 
“ duCl of the EngJilh Company that the fbunda* 
tions of enmity have been laid in the whole 
country of Indollan.” 

The council of Madras were exceedingly dif* 
gulled by this interference of the fupreme govern- 
ment. They did not expeCl that their endeavour* 
to relieve the Company from fo heavy a burden 
fliould be charged to a wanton violation of faith. 
Their conduCl to the Nizam had been blameabl« 
only for the extreme forbearance they had ihewo 
him. They imputed his refentments to that teme-* 
lity which fo generally originates in a confeiouf- 
nels of impotence. They alledged, that whatever 
hoftile intentions he might really indulge arofe en- 
tirely from the Marratto war ; and they boldly 
juAilied the detention of the tribute, by the exam- 
ple which the JBengal prelidcncy had fet them of 
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de veiling the emperor of his. They even cotk 
tended, that this was a quellion in which the fu- 
perior board had no concern ; and that the clause 
in the adl of parliament, from which they derived 
their authority, could not be conftrued to juftify 
their interference. They voted the recal and fuf- 
penfion of Hollond for obeying their inftruftions 
in correfponding with the fupreme council in Cal- 
cutta, who, notwithftanding, continued his ap- 
pointment as Company’s refident at the court 
of Hydrabad. This unhappy difpute was, after 
much altercation and warmth, brought to a con- 
clufion, and fatisfa^lion obtained for the Nizam, 
while the w'hole circumjacent country was in a. 
flare of a£lual invafion, by a fufpenfion of Mr. 
V\hitehill, who had fucceeded Sir Thomas Rum- 
bold in that government. 

I'he failure of Harper’s expedition, though 
owing to no mifcondufl on his part, brought him 
into difgrace with the prefidency. Ky the fpirited 
inti, rference of Hyder, he had been obliged to 
wait for frcfli orders. Nor did thefe arrive till 
he was in want both of money and provifion, 
w'hich prevented his march by the only way in 
which it ought at firfl, and could now be pur- 
fued. This, delay dilconcerteJ entirely the defigns 
of the prefidency. Willing to exculpate them- 
felves at Harper’s expence, they charged him with 
procraflination, and fuperfeded him in the com- 
mand, by appointing Colonel Baillie in his fiead. 
The occafion of fuccouriog the country of Bazalet 

Jung 
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}ung was the more preffing, that Hyder Ally, ia 
his letters to him; remonftrated ftrongly agatnft 
his conne£lion with the EngUih, whofe councils 
he treated with conteittjpt} while he fpohe of their 
politics as dangerous and profligate in the extreme. 
He profefled to know them perfc£fly. They Were, 
in his opinion, the common enemies of the coun- 
try, perhaps of the fpecies. His own experience 
and fuccefs in the laft war would operate, he 
trufled, at the fame time, as proofs that they were 
by no means fo formidable, even in arms, as was 
vainly imagined by thofe who had not courage to 
face them. For thefe reafons he could not agree 
to putting the circar into the hands of thofe who 
had been his old and inveterate enemies. Nor was 
the Nizam lefs importunate with his brother in dif- 
fuading him from this ominous alliance. He afked, 
whether he knew the nature of thofe Europeans, 
who could never be induced to part with any thing 
they had once obtained. He pointed to Sujah 
Dowlah and his fon, as examples of the danger 
and ruin which uniformly attends their friendfhrp. 
And he threatened to punHh his perliftence in this 
impolitic conne<51ion, by joining his troops with 
Hydcr’s, and totally difpofleffing him of all his 
territories. 

The dilatory march of the Company’s detach- 
ment ga^e Hyder a full opportunity of convincing 
both the prefidency and their new ally how much 
he had been in eameft in the advice he had given. 
By one of thofe rapid movements for which his 
A a 3 military 
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military condu^ has been fo much diilinguifhed^ 
he fuddenly entered the dominions of Bazalet, and, 
ravaging all the open country, confined him within 
the walls of his capital, Adoni. Thus circum-* 
ftanced, he reprefented at Madras the abfolute im-< 
poflibility of now fulfilling his engagements. He 
therefore requefted that they would withdraw their 
troops and civil officers from his territories, as their 
continuance might expofe him and the whole pro- 
vince to ftill greater feverities. 

Differences fublifting between the prefidency 
and Hyder Ally, which had been more or lefs wi- 
dening ever fince that difgraceful moment in which 
he had forced their fignature to a treaty of peace 
and clofe alliance at the gates of Madras, had 
lately been attended with fb many irritating cir- 
cumftances on both fides, that fincere accommoda- 
tion, however defirable, was no longer to be ex- 
pet'led. He had, indeed, folicited our friendfhip 
with an affiduity which can only be juftiiied by the 
conviftion which he entertained of its utility. And 
every principle of juft policy pointed him out as 
the natural ally of the Company. But their fer- 
vants, by a feries of ill ufage ; by fulfilling no 
promife they had given ; by a breach of every 
treaty they had made } and by returning his kindeft 
offices with ingratitude j converted him into one 
of their bittereft and moft determined enemies. 
He was by far the moft powerful neighbour they 
bad on the coaft of Coromandel. He pofteffed 
thofe hilly countries which bound and barricade 

the 
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tlie weftem extremities of the Carnatic. His in- 
fluence, from wealth, dominion, and military force, 
among the Nairs, Nabobs, and princes, in thefc 
part*;, might, efpecially in times of war, have 
been rendered of the mod eflential confequence to 
our intereft. But the politics of the prelidency 
had been warped, for years, with the prejudices of 
Mahommed Ally, who, animated by an invincible 
hatred to the perfon and fortunes of Hyder, em- 
ployed all his artifice and intrigues to foment the 
difference between him and the Englilh. I'his is 
the only probable account that has yet been given 
of the treatment which that great man experienced 
from the council of Madras. The Nabob urged 
them, with all his addrefs, to join the Marrattos 
in putting a flop to the progreft of Hyder*s con- 
quefts, and, by a well-concerted plan of co-ope- 
ration, to crulh his riling grandeur. They might 
think it prudent 10 foften the abfolute reje< 3 ion of 
his fyftem, by an unqualified acquiefcence in the 
refcntments that produced it. And perhaps it was 
not eafy, under fuch circumftances, to preferve 
the efteem of their ally, without afluming a cool- 
nefs to a power fur whom he profelfed fo radical a 
clillike. 

Our expedition to Mahle, a fort lituated on the 
Malabar coaft, in the vicinity of Hyder’s domi- 
nions, was, by the predile< 51 ion which it difcovered 
him to have for the French, the occalion of his 
fhewing an unequivocal antipathy to the prelidency 

Madras. This port belonged to one of H) der* s 
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tribuUfy prmces ; and confidered it as within 
the line of that protei^ioa which he extended to 
all his territories. It was for this reafon^ and on 
this principle4 that he remonilrated againd thn 
expedition. Here many Europeans, of all nations, 
had eiiabliihed fa<flories, or were individually fet-> 
^led for the purpofes of carrying on a mutual com- 
mercial intercourfe with the inhabitants of his do- 
minions, and to the reciprocal advantage of their 
irefpe< 51 ive countries, both in India and Europe, 
While thefe adventurers a£fed the part of good 
iubje£is, he thought it his duty, as well as intereff, 
to defend them againd every power who ihould 
dare to interrupt their tranquillity. He difavowed 
taking any Ihare or concern in the private quar- 
rels which might agitate the diiferent nations in 
Europe; but it was his ferious determination to 
confider the hoflilitles againft Mahie as principally 
aimed at him ; and that ho Ibould of courfe repel 
and revenge them to the utmod of his power. His 
Vakeel at Madras was authorized to denounce, in 
the mod explicit terms, an irruption into the Car- 
natic, unlefs this mad project was laid adde. 

The drength of the French, however, and their 
intrigues in this place, was an obje£l of very fe- 
rious attention to the welfare of the Company, 
It was confequently refolved to profecute the en- 
terprize at all hazards. The detachment was com- 
manded by Colonel Brahbwaite, whofe rapid ex- 
ertioas and fuccefs in reducing the fort defeated 
the iatentioa of Hyder, who wiihed to have pre- 

ferved 
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icrved It, an4 who «v«!f after confidered the iaea« 
fure as a perfonal iofult which he was- obliged ia 
honour to retaliate. 

I'he Nabob of Arcot, who apprehended the 
moft ferious confcquences- from the refentmeats of 
jHyder Ally, m as inceflant in apprifing the coiitt> 
cil of the impending danger. He pointed out 
fuch a dilpolltion of the forces as might beft an* 
fwer the exigencies of the lervice. 'I'he fudden- 
nefs, or unexpected celerity, with which the enemy 
would accomplilh his intention ; the cunfternation 
and diftraction incipient to an invafion i the gene* 
ral molcftation which the rapidity of the cavalry 
would occafion ; were circumflances which muft 
impede the collection of troops fcattered in re- 
mote lituations. Draught bullocks for the artillery, 
and coolies, or porters, for aflifling in the convey- 
ance both of baggage and provifions, in fuch a 
moment of trepidation, it would be almoft impofH- 
bie to procure. He alTuied them, at the fame 
time, that he had neither treafure nor troops ia 
which he could place any fubftantiai dependence. 
The well-known averfion of the Nabob to Hyder 
Ally rendered his intelligence fufpiclous, aind de- 
feated the natural eficif^ of this wholefbme advice. 
He was the firft, however, to announce the peace 
which took place between Hyder and the Max- 
vattos; an event £bon after but too fatally coa- 
ftcmctT, and which ought to have been confidered 
as the certaia fignal of the dreadful calamities 
which followed. But, though by thja tiaae hardly 
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individual in the fettlement doubted the reality 
of the enemy's deUgns and preparations againft it, 
liill no meafures were adopted for averting the 
confequences. They trufted fuch an accommoda- 
tion might be effefted by the fuperior govern- 
ment, in other quartern of India, as would baffle, 
t>r fufpend at lead, the operations againft the Car- 
natic. Thefc, however, were every where carried 
on with vigour, and without difguife, for the 
avowed purpofe of diftreffing the prefidency, who, 
notwithilanding, perfevered in as much inattention 
and torpid negligence as if no fymptoms of hofti- 
lity had appeared. 

The Nabob, at the moment when his exiftence 
was threatened w ith inevitable dsftru<flion, was in 
debt to all the world, to the Company, to his 
army, and to individaals. It had been long his 
plan to borrow from all w'ho would lend, and never 
to pay. Every article of his expenditure was load- 
ed, and In arrears. His places of ftrength were ill 
garrifoned, without ftorcs, ammunition, or provi- 
fions. His troops, deftitute of neceflaries, w’ere 
altogether without difcipline, and in the habit of 
mutiny and defertion. His cavalry were feen to 
defcrt, at noon -day, by w'hole regiments, with 
their horfes and arms. He owed the recovery of 
his belt regiment from fuch a fituation to the ge- 
nerofity of a Britdh officer, who, to fatisfy their 
'•demands, and reconcile them to the fervice, ad- 
vanced his whole private fortune. Even this fum, 
thus feafonably knt, was- not repaid dll the gentle- 

' man 
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man w«s in the utmoft diftrefs; and then only 
by the government of Madras on the Nabob’s ac- 
count. 

I'he prefidency indeed were in poilcflion of a 
gallant and well-dilplined army of about thirty 
thoufand men. Lord Macleod had recently rein- 
forced them by a new-raifed regiment of a thou- 
fand men from England. But this force was dif* 
perfed into various detachments, on fervices at the 
greateft diftance. A feleflion of the beft troops 
on the eftablilbment were difpatched to the aflift- 
ance of Goddard in the Guzurat. Others were 
ftationed in garrifons on the Malabar coaft, and 
Colonel Baillie commanded no inconfiderable force 
in the Guntoor circar. In the Carnatic there was 
none of any confideration colleded. 'I'hey were 
Icattcrcd in quarters and garrifons. The treafury 
was without money, and the military magazine 
without an adequate ftore of cither amunition or 
provifion. Much of this deficiency was attri- 
buted to the Nabob, who, in proportion as he 
predi<Sfed the approach of danger, had been urged 
though without etfeif to provide againft the worft. 
His army had formerly amounted to nearly thirty- 
five thoufand effedlive men, a number who, joined 
to the Company’s, would have now fufficiently 
prote£ied the Carnatic. But their total want of 
ord^r and fubordination had lately rendered their 
number of no confequenge. It would at the fame 
time have greatly altered the pofture of affairs for 
ha 4 hts forts and garrifons been in a 

proper 
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proper RtCe of defence, his troops but tolerably 
dllciplioed, and his large arrears to the Company 
confideral-ly lelTened. They might then have 
a6ted with vigour and effedf in his luppurt, as well 
as their own. And th.u gh the frequent intelligence 
they received had not roufed them to fuch a de- 
gree of activity and exertion, as the exigencies of 
the prefent crifis feemed to demand, it afforded 
eonftant occafion of remonftrating with the Nabob 
on the ruinous date of his army and finance. ‘ 

Our want of condudf and f.)refight only ftimu- 
lated the genius of the enemy, who, availing him- 
fclf of our infenfibility, was anxious, in his fan- 
guinary paroxyfm, to feize upon the viiffim of his 
fury by furprife. I'he following acco nt of this 
Awful event is given by a writer, whofe mafterly 
powers of natural defeription, have no equal in mo- 
dern times. Hyder Ally “ refolved, in the gloomy 
“ recelTes of a mind capacious of fuch things, to 
** leave the whole Carnatic an everlafling monu- 
ent of vengeance, and to put perpetual defola- 
tion as a barrier between him and thofe againft 
'* whom the faith, which holds the moral elements 
“ of the world together, was no protedfion. He 
" became at length fo confident of his force, fo 
** colledled in his might, that he made no fe- 
“ cret whatfoever of his dreadful refolution. Hav- 
** ing terminated his difputes with every enemy, 
and every rival, who buried their mutual ani- 
“ mefides in their common deteftation of the Eng- 
** lifk. He drew from every quitter whatever 
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•f a favage ferocity could add to his new rudi* 
** ments in the artsof deRru£iion ; and, compound-^ 
** ing all the materials fury, havock, and de~ 
** folation, into one black cloud, he hung for a 
** while on the declivities of the mountains. Whilft 
the authors of all thefe evils were idly and flu- 
** pidly gazing on this manacing meteor, which 
** blackened all their horizon, it fuddenly bur^ 
** and poured down the whole of its contents upon 
** the plains of the Carnatic. Then enfucd a icene 
“ of woe, the like of which no eye had feen, 
** no heart conceived, and which no tongue can 
“ adequately tell. All the horrors of war, before 
“ known or heard of, were mercy to that new 
** havock I A ftorm of univerfal fire blafted every 
f‘ field, confumed every houfe, deftroyed every 
“ temple ! The mlferablc inhabitants, flying from 
“ their flaming villages, in part were flaugh- 
tered ; others, without regard to fex, to age, to 
** the refpetl of rank, or facrednefs of funftion ; 

fathers torn from children, hulbands from wives; 
“ enveloped in a whirlwind of cavalry, and 
“ amidft the goading fpcars of drivers, and the 
“ trampling of purfuing horfes ; were fwept into 
captivity in an unknown and hoftile land ! 

The firft accounts of this terrible difafter, which 
commenced in the frontiers, were fo far from being 
credited at Madras, that they w'ere even treated 
with contempt. The burning of Conjeveram four 
days after the invafion, and the appearance of the 
enemy’s horfe in the neiglx)urhood, were fuch pre- 
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of approaching danger » however, as could to 
longer be difputed. Mr. Smith and Mr. Johnfon 
had indeed, with a laudable forefight, endeavoured 
to make the majority fcnfible of the fituation to 
which the intereft of the Company in that quar- 
ter was expofed. They prefled the immediate 
Jieceflity of aflembling the troops, and taking fuch 
other precautions as might check the arrogance 
of an enemy flufhed with the expectation of finding 
Aem unprepared. The ardour, the eloquence, 
and the dignity of feeling, with which Mr. Sad- 
ler reprobated the remilTnefs, which had lb long 
and lo unaccountably charaCterifed the Councils of 
Madras, arc on record, and will remain an honour- 
able teftimony to his independent princijjles and 
patriotlfin, when the conduct that excited his 
manly and virtuous indignation is forgotten or exe- 
crated. The I'everity of his ftriftures fcrved only 
to irritate the delinquents, who pronounced them 
illiberal, inflammatory, and unfounded. They 
imputed them to w'eaknefs, envy or fedition. 
Some expreflinns they conflrued into an intention 
of difturbing the public tranquillity, and others 
they confideied as derogatory to the authority of 
the felei5l committee. On thele charges they voted 
Mr, Sadler fufpended from his feat in the council, 
and the lervice of the Company. Mr. Johnfon and 
Mr. Smith protefted, with great propriety and 
earneftnefs, againft this violent meafure. , They 
avow'ed the moft perfeff coincidence of fentiment 
with the minute on w'hich this fentence of fufpcn- 

ilpi> 
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(ion was founded. They infifted that the terror 
of the example wa« calculated to anhihilate frec> 
dom of debate. They alledged that no fpecific 
charge was brought againfi Mr. Sadler, and that 
he had not even been heard in his own defence* 
And they imputed the rigour of his punilhment 
rather to the angry fuggeftions of private pique, 
than the dilintereftcd motives of public fpirlt. 

While the prefidency of Madras were thus con- 
fuming their time in perfonal anlmofity, Hyder 
Ally was carrying on the favage bulinel's of car- 
nage and rapine in e/ery quarter of the Carnatic. 
The harmlefs inhabitants of a dcfencekfs country 
wore in this manner facrificed by tboufands, in re- 
venge for a conduit which few of them knew, and 
none of them could prevent. I'he army of this 
fell deftroyer conlifted of nearly one hundred 
thoufand men. I’hirty thoufand well-dHciplii.ed 
Infantry, and twenty thoufand horfe, were under 
his own command, every where capturing the forts, 
wafting the country, and rearing piles of dilho- 
nourablc triumph, amiJft heaps of laborious ruiti. 
Wherever the grand army quartered or encamped, 
flying parties tjf various deferiptions and magnitude 
extended the feene of deftruftion with equal rapi- 
dity and fiiccefs, in all direitions far and wide. 
A chofen detachment, under Meer Saib, hovered 
on the b rdeis of the Cuddep.ah, to emancipate, 
perharps, the brother of the Nizam, from hU de- 
pendence on the prefidcHcy, to involve the north- 
ern circars in the general cataftrqphe, or to in- 

lerpept 
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tercept the troops under the dLre£^ba of Btil&U 
The terror and confuiioa inseparable fion operas 
tlons, obje<£)s and contingencies, thus fierce and 
tremendous, accumulated ftrength and confequence 
from the tremor and Indecifion of government. The 
council was equally without unanimiiy or firmnela 
in deliberation or a<Slion. The orders they iffued 
one day were revoked the next ; and it was eveb 
agreed, that the advice and prefence of the com-* 
mander in chief were more neceflary at Madras 
than at the head of the army. The temporary 
command of the troops was confequently delegated 
to Lord Macleod, who, dilliking the arrangement 
prelcribed, digefted a fyftem for himfelf, which 
he fubmitted to the prePdency, with this declara- 
tion, that he could nor adopt a refponfibility in the 
executioil of plans which did not coincide with his 
own judgment. Sir Hector Monro was therefore 
under the neceffity, notwithftamling the late refo- 
lution of the fele<51 committee, to exchange the 
cabinet for the camp. 

Mean while intelligence kept pouring in from 
every quarter of the enemy’s fetal progrefs, of his 
frefli devafiations, and of his neaner approaches. 
The various reprefentatives !of towns and diftricfs 
were clamorous in their complaints and rcquiiitionj 
to the prefidency for prote^ion againft the common 
enemy. Accounts from all the forts and garrifons 
wese at the feme time given in, which ftated their 
utter in&bilky to make an eifeii^al frand againfb 
the fiuce who menaced them ; and that noching 

could 
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^touIsi^&Te them but an immediate reinforcement of 
troops, aod a freih lupplj of ftores and provifions. 
Under, the piefTure of fuch various and material 
exigencies, the prefidency had recourfe to the Na- 
bob for whatever money and provifions he could 
procure. While he reproached them with tardi- 
nefs and inadiivity, he promifed to aiford oxen, 
Iheep and rice, as plentifully as it was in his power, 
to complete four regiments of cavalry, and put 
them under the management of the commander in 
chief, during the war, and to make aflignments of 
territory for whatever money might be advanced 
by the Company, for the pay of his troops. But 
the a£lual arrangements in the detail of his go- 
vernment ill accorded with thefc profellions. The 
officer to whom he intruded the command of the 
firong hold of Gengee, in a moment when the 
fafety of the place was at flake, difputed the right 
of a Britifh officer, fent with a reinforcement for 
his affiflance, to adopt any meafures for ’its de- 
fence, until fpecific orders were received from the 
Nabob. Carangally was defended by a fubaltern 
and only twenty miferable fepoys, who refufed a 
fupply of ammunition from Colonel Braiihwaite, 
without the authority of the Durbar. And the 
troops which the colonel then marched from Pondi- 
cherry to join the army were reduced to the great- 
eft diftrefs, by the Nabob's farmers making the 
want of his orders an apology for refufing to furnifh 
them >sflth provifions. All thefe inattentions co- 
operated with the enemy’s indefatigable atJlivity to 

B b render 
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render tlm dersftation as general and irreiifilble at 
pof&ble. Thcfe was fcarcely, by this time, a 
^ce from one end of the coaR to the other, which 
was not menaced or Invaded. From Cape Ca-^' 
merin to the banks of the Kiftna one continued 
feene of plunder, confufion and bloodihed, pre-^ 
vailed. The Company’s forces, though flung by 
the fight of thefe mercilefs marauders, becaufe in* 
capable of aiTembling, could not a<^ with 
while thofe whom the Nabob had placed in his 
difibrent firong holds, without difeipline or at* 
tachment, infiead of maintaining their polls and 
defending either their mailers intereil or their own 
honour, feemed proud of fuch an opportunity to. 
revenge, by mutiny* and treachery, his inattentioa 
both to their fafety and his own. 

In the beginning of Augull a plan was coni> 
raittedito Colonel Coiby for collefting a confider* 
able detachment from feveral garrifons in the 
neighbourhood of the army, in conjunftion with 
two regiments of the Nabob’s cavalry, for inter- 
cepting an immenfe convoy of ilores and provi- 
fions, which had to pafs fome narrow defiles front 
Hyder's country to his camp. But no genuine 
information could be obtained concerning either 
the country or the enemy j the peafantry, where- 
ever fourd, being induftrious only to deceive the 
'Commander, whofe movements were, at the fame 
lime, exadlly reported to Hyder by the fervants 
and officers of the Nabob. To this obftihacy in 
file inhabitants, and treafonable conduct in the 

people 
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people under the Durbar, the failure of an en> 
terprize, which might have exceedingly dlftrelTed 
the enemy» muft be attributed. it was not 
without the greateft danger and dimculty that 
Cofby, in the middle of the following month, ef- 
fe<Eled his efcape upon the retreat from Conje- 
veram. 

Depredations by the enemy’s hotfe, on the vil- 
lages and gardens about the mount, determined 
the council to adopt iome mea{<jres for their own 
immediate defence. The intention of aflembling 
the army at Conjeveram was fruftrate 1 for want 
of bullocks, which, that the enemy might not feize 
them, had been driven to a diftant place of refuge. 
The mount was therefore made the place of geno 
aral rendezvous, until provilions could be colleJl- 
ed, and the means of conveyance procured. I'he 
Nabob was, at the fame time, repeatedly prelTed 
and importuned for every poflible fupply of bul- 
locks and provilions j and that he would delegate 
fome perfon of confequence to attend the army, 
and prevent thofe wants and inconveniences which 
fo eflfeflually impeded thtlr operations. 

Hyder fat down before Arcot, the metropolis of 
the Carnatic, on the 21ft of Auguft. 'I'he Nabob 
appeared fenlibly intcrc^^ed in the fate of his capi- 
tal. He was more than commonly earneft in his 
entreaties that the army might repair immediately 
to the* relief of Arcot, where he alTerted they 
would find a plentiful fupply '1. every necefiary. 
Though the enemy’s defigne on thi^ pl'.ce had been 

B b 2 uLlly 



37» TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA, 
artfully covered, fuch intelligence was obtained aa 
procured the garrifon a confiderable reinforcement 
from the fc^treis of Vellore. It was a few days af- 
ter Arcot was invefted that Sir Heftor Monro af- 
fumed the command at the head of the army. 

The detachment under Colonel Baillie were, in 
the mean time, very critically fituated. He had 
been ordered, fince the invafion took place, to at- 
tempt the redu^flon of the Cuddepah country, with, 
however, a latitude fqr the exercife of his own 
judgment in exercifing his principal operations 
wherever there appeared the greateft probability 
of fucccfs. Mr. Smith and Mr. Johnfon had vi- 
goroufly oppofed thefe inftrudlions, and affigned 
various reafons for ordering an immediate' junftion 
of the detachment with the main body of the 
army. Baillie gave now fuch a reprefen tatxon of 
his circuraftances, from the proximity of Hyder’s 
cavalry to the fouth, and the overflowing of the 
Kiflna to the northward j the difficulty, in this 
oontratfled fituation, of providing fubfiftence for 
the troops ; and the dread of not being able much 
longer to detain the bullocks neceflary for a march, 
without which he could not move ; as impelled the 
majority of the committee to adopt at laft the 
meafurc of Smith and Johnfon, of ordering the 
detachment to march for the prefidency, when 
a variety of new circumflances had rendered it 
inflnitely lefs eligible and advantageous. .In his 
return, however, it was hoped he might be able 
to cut off fume of the enemy's convoys ; and fuch 
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a route was prefcribed him, with this view, as ter- 
roifiated in confequences peculiarly calamitous. 

Sir Heftor Monro found only one regiment of 
the Nabob’s cavalry with the army when he arrived 
in the camp, about the latter end of Auguft. Thefe 
troops refufed to continue any longer in the fer- 
vice, unlefs their arrears were immediately paid. 
Though the Nabob’s Ameer was prefent, and the 
-capital of his mafter in immediate danger, he de- 
clined to comply with the requeft. 'I'he com- 
mander in chief broke the regiment, and llript 
them of their horfes and arms. Seventeen officers, 
and about fixty privates. Immediately inllfted in 
the Company’s fervice. The reft were ordered to 
to be feat, under a tfhrong guard, as prifoners to 
Madras j but the Ameer next morning incorpo- 
rated them with his own body guard. 

The rivers had been fo much fwelled by the 
late rains, that the march of Baillie from the Gun- 
toor was much incommoded, and his troops ex- 
ceedingly diftrefted. A joniftion with this detach- 
ment was, however, eagerly defired by the gene- 
ral, as he then might hope to face the enemy in 
the field, notwithftanding their vaft fuperiority in 
numbers, and other reIpe<5iB. He determined, in 
thefe circumftances, to move from the mount, and 
to wait for Baillie at Corijeveram. A whole month 
was wafted in collefting only eight day's rice for 
the army, while draught bullocks were fo difficult 
to be obtained, that the fepoys were obliged to 
carry half this provifion on their backs. I'he 
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whole force did not exceed fix thpufand men } but 
of thefe were two regiments of Europeans, two 
companies of European grenadiers, belonging to 
other regiments, and three hundred artillery. Their 
march was exceedingly harraffed, both by the 
enemy’s horfe, who hung on all fides of them 
the whole way, and the violent rains, which conti- 
nued without intermifiaoq. In four days they 
reached Conjeveram, which, by this time, was 
wliolly under war. The Nabob’s officer, who 
attended them at this place to conduff them on 
their way to ArcQt,.on being urged to procure 
immediate provifions for the army, and obtain all 
poffible intelligence of the enemy, was fatisfied 
with anfwering, that he had no authority for doing 
either the one or the other. They wfere confe-. 
quently obliged to put up with whatever paddy, 
or growing rice, could be collefied from the open 
country, though in a great rpeafure covcfed with 
water. 

The fiege of Arcot was, indeed, railed at the 
approach of our army; but the enemy endea- 
voured, by a judicious choice of his ground, to 
prevent the juiiwlion of the Company’s forces, 
whir-h was expeifled to have taken place the very 
next day. Baillie’s march, however, had been 
ti',Iayed by the unforefeen rife cf feveral rivers 
which he was obliged to crofs. The army, under 
fimilar inconvenience from the inceffant <ains, 
were, about a week after their arrival at Conje- 
vcra#n, under the neceflity of removing their ene 
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campment to higher ground. Nor was the utnaoft 
induftry of the troops, in gathering paddy, more 
than fufficient for their prefent fubfiflence. Under 
all thefe circumftances, every avenue of informal 
tion was fo vigilantly watched by the' enemy, 
that, except the accidental report of a deferter, 
the general had only [on the 3d of September] 
heard, from one of his own oiHcers, who was out 
on a detached fervice, of Hyder’s quitting his 
ground, crofling the Palaar, and encamping 
within five miles of his front. It was known, two 
days afterwards, that BailUe had croffed the river, 
which occafioned him fo much difficulty and delay. 
The next day the enemy made a confiderable 
movement towards the north-eaft. Sir He<ftor ad- 
vanced, at the fame time, to a high ground on 
the I'repaflbre road, where Baillie’s detachment 
was expefted. 'I'he enemy encamped about two 
miles to the left of the EngUfh. Hyder made this 
movement to cover the attack which he intended 
againft Baillie. His brother-in-law, Meer Saib, 
began the a< 5 llon on the 5th, with eight thoufand 
of his beft horfe, and was gallantly repulfed. 
, Tippoo Saib, with fix thoufand regular infantry, 
twelve pieces of cannon, and eighteen thoufand 
cavalry, renewed the conflicfl, next day, at Perim- 
bancum, where they encountered Baillie s handful 
of heroes, who, by conduft, exertion, and perfe- 
verance, repelled, with prodigious llaughter, even 
this vaft fuperiority of numbers. He loft, how- 
ever, his baggage, and a number of his men. His 
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whole force did not exceed three or four battalion 
of fepoys, and between one or two companies of 
European artillery. He was now within a few 
miles of the Englifh camp; but the enemy’s whole 
force intercepted their junftion. Nor could he retain 
his prefent fituation for want of provifions. He 
therefore difpatched a melTenger to the general 
with intelligence of thefe particulars, and to urge 
the movement of the whole army, as that appeared 
the only meafure which could effedlually extricate 
him from his prefent difficulty. It confequently 
remained with Sir Heilor to determine whether 
he fhould rifk a general a£lion under circumllances 
of fuch peculiar difadvantage as an immenfe body 
of cavalry would have over a few battalions of in-' 
fantry, in a flat open country, for the purpofe of 
faving the detachment ; or whether this valuable 
object might not be obtained at lefs apparent ha- 
zard, by fending fuch a reinforcement to Baillie as 
might enable him to brave the difficulties that im- 
ipeded his march. The latter part of the alterna- 
tive feemed the moft eligible ; as, whatever the 
confequences were, the army would Hill be m pof- 
feflion of their poll, their paddy, which they had 
depoflted in a contiguous pagoda, and the flrong 
grounds which they occupied. 

Colonel Fletcher was honoured with the com- 
mand of the reinforcement, which was Compofed 
of the flower and moft ailive part of the* army, 
and confifted of the grenadier and light infantry 
tjopipanies from Lord Macl^od’s highland regiment, 

two 
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two odier companies of European grenadiers* one 
company of fepoy markfmen, and ten companies 
of fepoy grenadiers. Fletcher refufed four 
pounders which were ordered for the fervice, as 
much activity might be neceilary on his part* to 
elude the ambulhes which were probably laid for 
him. Hyder had the exaAeft intelligence of the 
whole manoeuvre* the llrength of the party, their 
route, and the time they left the camp, whicli 
was at nine o’clock at night. A firong body of 
troops were confequently difpatched to intercept 
the detatchment. They had undoubtedly fucceed- 
cd, but that Fletcher, diftruiiling his guides, altered 
his courfe, and by a wide circuitous fweep to the 
fight defeated the llratagem. 

The fpirit of the enemy, by the late defeats, 
was fenfibly damped, and the reinforcement of 
Balllie’s little army alarmed the whole camp. The 
chiefs and foreign officers thought, by this move* 
ment, Hyder’s entire force would be fituated be< 
tween two fires. Lally* whom Hyder had ob- 
tained from the Nizam, and who commanded the 
Europeans, in company with moft of the native 
general officers* urged the Nabob to break up his 
camp, and repafs the Falaar, as the only certain 
way of avoiding the danger that furrounded them. 
While he helitated how to he received intel- 
ligence from his fpies* that the Engllfh army was 
perfectly quiet in camp* nor in fa^ was any deiign 
of a movement entertained. The Europeans par- 
ticularly diferedited the iaformatkm, and treated 

the 
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the idea as abfurd and impoflible $ and, in the comW 
vi^iioa that Hyder was betrayed, and would be 
ruined, Lally went to his tent once more, and« 
preiied the neoeility of providing for the fafety of 
thie artillery and infantry, by fending them away. 
But Hyder, anxious to avoid the difgrace of leaving 
the field to an enemy fo exceedingly inferior, oc- 
cupied and enfiladed, by feveral batteries of can- 
non, the moft covert and difficult grounds which 
Baillie had to pafs. Large bodies of his beft in- 
fantry were at the fame time formed into an am- 
bufeade on every fide, while the main body of his 
army, under his own command, occupied a poft 
the moft favourable for fMpporting the attack. To 
divert the attention of the Englifti, on the fide of 
Conjeveram, a party of irregular cavalry were em- 
ployed, within fight of the camp, in performing vari* 
ous movements. Bailie was perceived [Sept. lo], by 
day-light, dire£iing his forces through the very de- 
file thus fatally prepared for bis reception. His de- 
voted forces marched in columns, and knew nothing 
of their danger till it was announced from the mouth 
of a battery of twelve guns loaded with grape ihot, 
which poured in upon their right flank. In half an 
Jiour fifty pieces of artillery were fo well directed 
as to penetrate into every part of the Britifli line, 
'I'hey were inftantly furrounded, and vigoroufly 
aflailed on all lides by twenty-five thoufand caval- 
ry, by thirty re^ments of difeipUned fepoys| by a 
firong body of Europeans, and by a numerous 
artillery. This little column ftood nothwithfianding 
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firm and undaunted, and repelled the repeated 
charges of the enemy with an incredible llaughter 
of their belt troops. Their evolutions in the midft 
of fuch a ftorm of rockets, cannon and mufquetry, 
as has feldom taken place in any other part of the 
world, were performed with a precifion, a fteadi- 
oefi, and direfled with a promptitude and a ikill, 
that filled their enemies and fpeflators with afionilh- 
ment. They had only ten pieces of cannon, which 
were fo well ferved and directed as to make pro- 
digious havock among the enemy’s horfe. This 
dreadful confiidl remained doubtful for three hours, 
when viflory began to declare for the EngUfti. 
The flower of the Myfore cavalry, after many 
bloody repulfes, where at length completely de- 
feated and drivv-n back. Lven the right wing, 
compofed of Hyder’s beft troop', were thrown 
into diforder, and every where gave way. A rapid 
movement, made at that inflant by Colonel BallUe, 
feemed to d>>v-ide the fortune of the day. Hyder, 
in defpair prepared for a retreat, which the caval- 
ry were ordered to cover, Lally was at the fame 
time diretded to draw off the artillery. It was at 
this critical and important moment, that the tum- 
brils which contained the ammunition fuddenly 
blew up, with two dreadful explofions, in the 
center of the Britifti lines. This unexpeiSled dif- 
after not only overturned all their artillery, and 
rendered it unfit for further fervice, but laid 
one whole fide of the column bare, whi&h cx- 
pofed every part of the army to a frefh attack. 
The total Ipfs of ammwutloir was flill more dreadful 



380 TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA, 
to the furvivors, than even that of the troops wh« 
perlfhed, as it left them In fome degree defence- 
lefs in the face of an enraged and formidable ene- 
my, eager to fnatch the viftory from thofe who 
had fo itearly been their conquerors. Tippoo 
Saib accordingly embraced this opportunity of 
dillinguiihing himfelf, and fell, without waiting for 
orders, with infinite rapidity and fury, at the head 
of the Mogul and Carnatic cavalry, into the broken 
fquare which had not yet time to recover its order 
or form. The French corps, and the firft line of 
infantry, immediately followed. The laft efforts of 
thefe brave men, thus overpowered, however def- 
perate, was unavailable. The carnage amidft 
which they fell gave full proof of their exertions. 
'I'he fepoys, after exhibiting prodigies of valour, 
were almufl to a man cut to pieces. Balllie, not- 
withftanding the horrors which involved him on 
this tremendous emergency, and almoft fainting 
with anguifti, fatigue, and lofs of bbod, yet ral- 
lied the Europeans, and, under the fire of the whole 
immenfe artillery of the enemy gained a littb 
eminence ; and, forming a new fquare, thefe invin- 
cible veterans, without artillery or ammunition, the 
officers fighting only with their fworJs, and the 
fuldiers with their bayonets, and moft of them 
clcfperately wounded, repulfed thirteen different 
charges by all the forces who could^a£l againft 
them. Unable longer to withiland the torrents of 
frefh troops, that were perpetually breaking and, 
pjuring in upon them, they were at length borne 

down. 
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down, and individually mailacred by multitudes, or 
trampled under foot by horfes and elephants. The 
few artillery-men who remained, when their ammu- 
nition was expended, advanced in the front of their 
guns, and nobly fell in their defence. Numbers, 
both officers and men, though cut down and mife- 
rably wounded, difdained to accept of quarter. 
While gafping on the ground, and weltering in 
blood, they continued to thruft fiercely with their 
bayonets to the lafi, and every other weapon they 
could grafp, at whoever approached them. Never, 
perhaps, was a<51ion fuftained with more obftinacy, 
or fo much execution done by fo diminutive a force. 
Thus diftrefling the caufe, and prepofterous to 
nature, are the common effeds of courage, united 
with fcience, and perverted by politics, to anfwcr 
the barbarous purpofes of ambition ! 

The Englhh loft at leaft near four thoufand le- 
poys, and above five hundred Europeans. The 
gallant Fletcher was found among the number of 
Briiifli officers w'^ho fell on this memorable day. 
It is a miracle that an individual could efcape the 
rage of fuch a carnage. Baillie, however, and 
about two hundred Europeans, were made prlC)- 
ners. He was brought before the conqueror, ftript, 
wounded in three places, and covered with blou.!. 
in that moment of triumph and exultation, Hyder, 
forgetting the dignity and naoderation which fb 
eminenjly become the great and the brave, is 
faid to have infulted the Britifli veteran by an 
haughty and imperious demeanour. “ Your high- 
** nefs/’ faid Baillie, indignantly, ** may a/k 
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** joat fba and the g^eral officecs what caufe 
** there ts for extdtation on your part, and whefjicr 
the vidory was not imae before that "diiaRer 
** took place, which no human forefight could 
** ptevent." It was at the fame time obfervedi 
by a foreigner of diftiodfion on the fpot, that 
oflUcers and men fupported their itusfortunes 
** with that hat^ty fullen fortitude which is the 
** chara^tiflic of their ccwntry.” 

This Ti£k)ry, complete as it appeared, was 
dearly purchafed by the enemy. The flaughter, 
which was immenfe, fell only among the befi: 
troops. Had the main body of the Engllfti army 
advanced upon the rear of Hyder’s troops, any 
time during the confliif, his whole fo|ces had pro- 
bably been cut to pieces or captured. He was 
mounted on an elephant, and fired at five diiferent 
times by an officer of artillery. Such a panic is 
faid to have feized him, from the danger to which 
he was perfonally expofed, that, on a mere rumour 
that Sir Heitor Monro was advancing, he aban- 
doned the field of battle, and fled in the greateft 
terror to a place called the Round Wells, leaving 
all his baggage and the wounded behind him. 
But he grew more courageous, when informed that 
the Britilh geneial, leaving his baggage and artil- 
lery behind him, retreated to Chingleput. Apurfuit 
immediately took place, by a number of frelh and 
irregular cavalry, who foon returned loaded with 
plunder and encumbered w'ith prifoners. 

On the morning of BailUe’s defeat, Monro had 
Aade fome movements in hopes of meeting him. 

The 
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Xht was ieen aftd the firing heard on the 
lefi of the campy but at too great a dillance for 
afibrdlng the detachmcRt any alfifiance. Indeed, 
no idea was entertained of attacking the enemy on 
that ikle } or that BailUe, in coniequeoce of the 
Ute reinforcement, was not perfeAly able to refifi 
every obfirud^ion. But when feveral fignal cannon 
were fired and no return made, and the bri/kcan* 
nonade, which had been jufi heard, was fucceed> 
ed by the profouadeft 0ence, fome diiailer be* 
gan to be ferioully apprehended. At length, the 
arrival, in fucceliion, of two or three wounded fe- 
poys, gave full intelligence of the fatal event. 
The whole army, officers and men, narives as 
well as Europeans, were ftung wuth anger and with 
grief, almoft to madnefs, at the deftrudfion of their 
friends. An immediate and fevere revenge on the 
enemy wa^, independent of any regard to their 
ftrength, their condition or the confequences, the 
only delire they indulged. The general thought 
himfelf under a neceflity, however, of reftrain- 
ing their prefent impetuufity. He knew the 
weaknefsof his force, and the critical fituation of 
affairs, but was altogether uninformed of the loft, 
the refources or the movements of the enemy. He 
had loil the flower of his troops, and there was not 
above two days provifion in the camp : Nor had 
he cavalry to procure more. He might be fur- 
rounded by the haft, w'hom he wifhed to fubdue, 
and obliged to furrendc-r without ftriktng a blow. 
Thcfe fuggeftions were not likely to fiill the cla- 
mours of an army, who only panted for an op- 
portunity 
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pOfttaaity of encouatermg the enemy. The officett 
in general avowed the fame ardour which inipifed 
the privates^ and fubmkted to the orders ^ a re-< 
treat, with that indignant reludtance which it is na-< 
tural for brave men to feel, when forced by the eti- 
quette of arms to by the opinions of others, in 
defiance of their own. And to the diforder which 
arofe from this contrariety of fentiment, all, or 
moft of the inconveniences which attended the 
march of the troops to Chingleput, may probably 
be attributed. I'hey were joined at this place by 
the forces under Coiby, which coniiiled of ten com- 
panies of fepoy grenadiers, an equal number of 
battalion and light infantry companies, with two 
regiments of the Nabob’s cavalry. 

While thefe important tranfaftions dlilinguilhed 
the operations of the army, the country, the pre- 
fidency, and its difiant dependencies, were in a 
ftate of the greateft diftraftion. The danger 
feeraed every where alike, immediate and inevita- 
ble. Once more Johnfon and Smith arraigned the 
conduA of the majority with every fpecies and de- 
gree of mifmanagement. They confidered them 
as the caufe of all the calamities which had hap- 
pened, or were likely to happen, in the Carnatic. 
I'hey charged the infiitution of the fele^l com- 
mittee, as invefting the prefident with a power in- 
dependent of the council, and inimical to the con- 
ftitution. And they objected, in very ilrong terms, 
to the difpatches now making up for Europe, 
which they alledged v ere unfupported by fa<5l, and 
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Calculated to mlilead their employers at home. 
The fepoys, at the fame time, oa whom an 
attempt had been made to bring from the north- 
ern circars b)*^ fea, r>Jvolted. Thofe at MafuU- 
patam were reduced to order by the addreis of 
the commanding officer on that flation; but at 
Vizigapatam they were guilty of the grofleft out- 
rages : After killing many of their officers, and 
plundering the place, they went off in a body with 
their arms and booty. While Sitteram Row, who 
had lately become fo much a favourite with the 
prefidency, kept aloof, Vizeram, notwithftanding 
the injuries they had done him, colle£fed his troops, 
and, with the vigorous affiftance of another zemin- 
dar, the mutineers were purfued, attacked, difarm- 
ed, and difperfed. 

Thefe circumftances gave new vigour and dif- 
patch to the meafures of the prefidency. They 
refolved to recal fuch of their forces as were on 
the Malabar coaR $ and that the ancient and ufe- 
ful fettlement of I'ellicherry fhould be abandoned. 
It had the good fortune, however, to be exempted 
from this fentence of dereli6lion. Sir Edward 
Hughes afterwards found means to ilrengthen the 
garrifon from Bombay. Difpatches were, at the 
fame time, font to Bengal, preffing an immediate 
fupply of money and troops. The king’s admiral 
wrote to the fame purpofe, and exhibited fuch a 
ftatement of fa£ts as could not fall enforcing the ur- 
gency of the requifition. The hourly arrival of 
a French fleet was now alfo expedled. Misfor- 
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tun«s are the medicine of Rates. The lofty pre- 
teniions ufed but little ago at the Nizam’s Durbar 
were for the prefeot forgotten. The council was' 
flow afraid to offend whom they had thus wantonly 
exafperated. Orders were inftantly iffued for re- 
ftoring the Guntoor circaf to Bazalet Jung, and for 
withdrawing the Nabob’s managers. And the Ni- 
zam was addreffed in terms as fubmiffive and hum- 
ble as they were before imperious and infolent. 

The obje<R of univerfal redudlion was ftill profe- 
cuted with vigour by the enemy. Hyder renewed 
his defigns on Arcot, and fat immediately down 
before it. His attacks were carried on with all the 
regularity and fcience of an European army. The 
garrifon beheld with furprife their guns difmounted’ 
by his batteries. His horfe, every where matters 
of the open country, prevented all communication 
between the prefidency and its dependencies. Our 
troops, cooped up in the vicinity of Madras, dared 
not to venture, even when prefled for provifions, 

. abot'e two miles beyond their entrenchments. A 
general diflatisfadlion prevailed in the Nabob’s forts, 
which, from treachery, defertion, or cowardice, 
feldom make any defence. The company’s go- 
vernment, fr(»jn its arrogance in peace, and im- 
potence in war, became odious and contemptible^ 
throughout the Carnatic. And Hyder, whofe ad- 
drefs in politics was not inferior to his military 
condufl, was fingularly affiduous and fuccefsful in 
sendering his pretenfions popular, by accommo- 
ilating himfelf to the genius and widtes of the' na- 
tives 
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litesj ift proportion as they deemed them&lves in- 
jured, betra)red, or (lighted by the EngKih. 

No fooner was the aw(ul difader which happen- 
ed to Baillte’s detachment annoonced to the go- 
rCTiraicrtt of Bengal, than the moft fpirited and 
probable tneafures for extricating the Carnatic 
wire adopted and purfued. It was immediately 
refolved to fend a confiderable reinforcetaient of 
Europeans, and fifteen lacks of rupees, by fea ; and, 
as foon as the feafon abd other circumftances 
would permit, to difpatch alfo a ftrong body of fe- 
poys by land. It was at the fame time fuggcfted, 
that all the hopes of the fupreme council for rc- 
irifeving the company’s affairs on the coaft of Co- 
romandel depended on the prefence of Sir Eyre 
Coote, who was then a member of their own body, 
as well as commander in chief of all the f jrces ia 
India. The general, notwithftanJing the badnefs 
of the feafon, and his precarious ftate of health, 
complied with the requifiiion. The treafure was 
configned to his management, as more fafety was 
apprehended from his honour in its application, than 
from their meafures, in whom the prefent embarraff- 
ment originated. Early communications were made 
both to the prefidency of Madras and to Sir Ed- 
ward hughes, of what had been done, and an af- 
furance given of the fincereft difpofition to culti- 
vai6 a peace with the Marrattos. Sir Edward was 
atfo requefted to direil the operation of his fqua- 
jAron againft Hyder's ports and navy on the Ma- 
labar coaH. 
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The general was only twenty-three days on hf’w 
paflkge from Calcutta to Madra?. Arcot was taken 
by ailault on the third, and he arrived on the fifth 
of November. The fort, or citadel, though ftrong, 
was given up without any defence. Hyder’s hu- 
manity and generofity to his prifoners having 
reached the garrifon, all the fepoys, to a man, de- 
ferted the fort in the night, and went over to Hy- 
der, leaving their officers under an abfolute necef- 
lity of furrendering at diferetion. This capture 
has been generally attributed to the treachery of 
the Nabob’s people, by whole turbulence and in- 
trigues the garrifon had been kept in difienfion 
during the whole liege. Hyder treated the prin- 
cipal officers immediately after with the greateft 
<,(7niidence ; and he had Jong before avowed the 
fulloft information of the moft fecret tranfadlions 
in the Nabob’s Durbar. 

General Sir Eyre Coote brought with him from 
Bengal two hundred European artillery, fix com- 
jjanies of infantry,, one of volunteers, and between 
fix and feven hundred lafears. With this reinforce- 
ment, more conliderable indeed from the intrin- 
fic value of the tnx>ps, than their number, all the 
force he could colledt in two months time, at the 
mount w'bere he encamped, did not excee^ feven 
thoufand men. Madras was protefled, and the 
monfoon feafon covered the inailion of an army, 
otherwife totally incapable of taking ;h® field. 
.The general took his feat as fecond in council two 
days after his arrival at Madras, and produced the 

orders 
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orders from the fuperior government for the fuf- 
penfion of Mr. Whitehlll, the prefident. His ob- 
ftinacy in the ajflair of the Guntoor circar fub- 
jedled. him to this fentence. He difclaimed the 
authority which devefted him of his power. I'he 
fufpenfion being however confirmed by a majo- 
rity of the council, he aflumed a merit* from that 
moderation which induced him to prevent the evils 
of a civil war, by fubmitting. Mr. Smith, as next 
to the chair, fucceeded. The board, thus new 
modelled, found the fituation of afiairs ftlll worfe 
than was expefted. The pafles from the moun- 
tains were unguarded ; the troops belonging to the 
prefidency were not coUe<5led j no fuitable provi- 
iion for even the proteilion of Fort St. George had 
been made ; the carriages for field artillery were 
only preparing ; the troops were difpirited, the fe- 
poys deferring j the country defolated j the inhabi- 
tants treacherous ; all communications cut off ; their 
provHions confumed, and their refources exhaufied. 
The enemy’s fuperiority was increafed in propor- 
tion as our ftrength diminifhed, which arofe not 
only from the fuccefs of his army, but chiefly 
from his good policy. “ Hyder,” fays Sir Eyre 
Coote, “ had taken every meafure, which could 
“ occur to the moll experienced general, todiflrefs 
•“ us, and to render himfelf formidable j and his 
“ conduA in his civil capacity had been fupported 
by a degree of political addrefs, unequalled by 
** any power that had yet appeared in Indoftan.” 

C c 3 A re- 
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A revolution, of the moft favourable afpe£I to 
the Company's mtereft, was inftantly obfetvable la 
the conduit of government. Unanimity was re- 
fiorcd, and vigour was the immediate confequence 
of decifion. The entire management of the war 
was forthwith delegated to the general. Even Hy- 
der, afFL‘(5ted by the fame of the commander, whofe 
meafurcs ho had now to counterait, obferved for 
the future more than ordinary caution. The num- 
ber of ills forces was by this time much augmented. 
It was generally allowed to exceed confiderably an 
hundred thoufand men j and, from the circumferibed 
operations of our army, he was encouraged and 
enabled to lay liege at once to feveral of the prin- 
cipal towns and forts in the Carnatic. 

The fate of Madras, of the Englifli Intereft in 
tlic Carnatic, and perhaps in all India, was wrapt 
up in the fmall army under the command of Sir 
Eyre Coote. We had not only Hyder Ally, but tho 
whole Inhabitants in the Carnatic, to combat. The 
IScibub’s renters were every where treacherous 
and hoftile. One of them, having been deteiled 
in tnvloavouring to betray Vlllore to the enemy, 
was ]nit in irons by the general, that “ he might 
be inftrumcntal to the difeovery of thofe dark 
“ defigns w hich Sir Eyre had long expelled to exift 
“ in the court of a native power, living under 
the very walls of cur garrifon of Fort St. George.” 
'I'hat the general might proceed on the fureft 
grounds, he fubmitted his plan of operations to a 
council of war, compofed of Sir He61or Monro, 

Lord 
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Lord Macleod, and Brigadier-General Stuart. 
I'hefe officers coincided entirely with the judge- 
ment of the general for the march of the army to 
the relief of the befieged places. His prefence 
feemed to infpire the officers as well as men with 
frefla confidence and courage. Even Sir Hedor 
Monro, who might have been fuppofed moil cha- 
grined by a number of the new arrangements, had 
the generofity to declare that there was nothing 
more to be defired than bringing the enemy to a 
general engagement, as he was confident the army 
would be fuccefsful under its prefent leader againfl 
any fuperiority of numbers. Sir Eyre Coote laid 
the whole proceedings of the council of war before 
the fele< 5 l committee, defiring their advice alfo in 
this critical and momentous bufinefs. A meafure 
which effevSlually rivetted their confidence in his 
conduit, and the event was an entire acquiefcencd 
with the opinion of the council of war. 

The relief of Wandewafli on the 17th of Janu- 
uary [1781] was the firft objeil for which the 
army left the mount. Hyder not only raifed the 
fiege of that place, but abandoned all the others 
with equal precipitation on the general’s approach. 
Thus was the llorm confiderably abated by facing 
it manfully. Other garrifons were alfo ftrengthened 
and fupplied with provifions j a great extent of 
country recovered, and a new frontier formed. Thus 
a fecufity was provided for Madras, as effii|ilual 
as if the army had been encamped under its walls. 
The fpitit and confidence of the troops were con- 
C c 4 fequently 
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ftequently reftored, aad the whole complexion of 
affairs began every where to put on a more fa» 
vourable appearance. 

The inhabitants of Pondicherry, on the com- 
mencement of the prefent war, and in direct vio- 
lation of all treaty, the moment Colonel Braith- 
waite had evacuated the place, in return for all paft 
favours, and prefent confidence, rofe in arms, 
plundered the folitary refident, who had been left 
to fuperinlend their conduft, and even compelled 
him, with fixed bayonets at his breaft, to fign a 
written inftrument, the contents of which he knew 
not. They armed a number of fepoys, 'and 
amalTed prodigious quantities of provifions, which 
they depofited at Carangolly a town at fome diftance 
upon the coaft. Sir Eyre Coote had always con- 
demned the indulgence fhewn to the French as 
highly impolitic and dangerous. Their conduft 
on this occafion did not therefore furprife him. ' 
But no fooner had he relieved the befieged places 
than he went againft Pondicherry, difarmed the 
inhabitants, deftroyed their boats, and removed 
their ftores. The fquadron of M. de Orves was 
loon after obliged to leave the coaft for want of 
the boats which had been thus opportunely de- 
ftroyed. At the fame time Sir Edward Hughes 
performed excellent fervice on the Malabar coaft, 
by annihilating at one ftroke the whole of Hyder’s 
dipping ia his own ports of Calicut and Manga- 
tore, 
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Hyder’s eagernefe to reduce Trichinapoly, 
he was drawn into a genecal engagement with the 
Englifh. This army was then little lefs than two 
hundred thoufand Urong. The BritKh general was 
not in the leaft difmayed by the magnitude of the 
enemy. He commanded a body of veterans, on 
every individual of whom he placed thegreatell de- 
pendence. Such clouds of Hyder's cavalry hovered 
about our camp, and infefled the whole furrounding 
country, that it was not only impra£licable to fend 
out a reconnoitring party, but a Angle man could 
not efcape dctedion. On this account, notone of 
the fcouts whom the general difpatched for intel- 
ligence ever returned, and the only knowledge he 
could obtain of the enemy's fituation was from 
fuch a view of them as his own advanced polls 
would admit. 

I'he army moved from the camp at Port Novo, 
July ill [1781] early in the morning, with the 
lea at no great dillance on the right. It was ne- 
celTary to prote6l the baggage from Hyder’s irre- 
gular cavalry, who, upon the firll opening, were 
in rcadinefs to pour in upon them. A detachment 
for that purpofe was now therefore ordered, which 
confilled of two regiments of cavalry, and a bat- 
talion of fepoys, with feven pieces of light ar- 
tillery. Thefe, wdth the ufual guard of an hundred 
and fifty lepoys, a few poligars, and a Marratto 
corps, were judicioully placed in the opening be- 
tween the right of the army and the fea. 


The 
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Tbfi enemy’s cavalry now appeared in an ex' 
ieniive plain, drawn ug in great force. Sir Eyre 
Coote formed his troops in two lines, and pro- 
ceeded on his march, in order of battle. Hyder’s 
principal force was feen marlhallcd in battle array 
in the rear of his works, which lay diredlly upon 
the intended line of our naarch, and which ex- 
tended further than the eye could reach. Im- 
jnenfe bodies of horfe paraded in every direction, 
and great quantities of rockets were thrown, with- 
out intermiffion, to confound the obfcrvation, and if 
poilible to derange the order or impede the move^ 
meats of the Englilh army. Their cannonade, 
which was well ferved, was not expended with- 
out execution, at the fame time that the Engliih 
general referved his fire for an opportunity in 
which it would be attended with the completell 
clfeft. 

Here it was proper to examine the pofition of 
the country, and the army halted ; while the gene- 
ral, availing himfelf of every advantage which th^ 
ground afforded, conceived the grand movement 
upon which he chiefly refted his hopes of fuccefs. 
He was anxious to difeover whether his fituation 
would admit of his taking fuch a fweep on- the 
right, as ■would enable him to turn the enemy’s 
left, wilhing to fall upon them rather obliquely, 
tlian to be under the neceflity of making his attack 
.OB' the front of their works and batteries. 'Fortu- 
nately, the operation -was pradficable, and was 
performed by the firfi line with a promptitude and 

, celerity 
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celerity that afioailhed and difcoocerted tha 
enemy. The general, having by this inanoeuv4|| 
coatia£led his front, inftantly formed a-new within 
reach of Hyder’s artillery, but in fome degree 
covered from its fire. The heights in ki^ rear were 
eagerly feized and occupied by General Stuart, 
who commanded the fecond wing, which pre» 
vented the enemy from feparating the two< lines, 
and encouraged the general to advance with 000-* 
fidence on the enemy. 

Thefe fudden and unexpected evolutiaAs, ob%9d 
Hyder to a frefh arrangement of hi& army. Aa 4 
his movements were formed with great expediiioa 
and exaCtnefs. He withdrew his guns from- the 
batteries to the line, and received Sir Eyre Coot* 
with a new front. He ordered a frrong body of 
dilcipUned infantry, with a fuitable artillery, a 
prodigious number of irregulars, and an immeafo 
force of cavalry, to attack the EnglUA polled on 
the heights ; while another detachment attempted, 
by getting into the interval during the confliifr, to 
attack Sir Eyre Coote in the rear. Thus was each 
wing feparately, and almofr equally engaged. The 
frefh frrces, with which the enemy were mcefiaiitly 
relieved, rendered the battle long and obdinate. It 
laded above dx hours, in which every individual in 
the Company's fetvice fought as if the fate of theday 
had depended on his dnglc prowefs. The fpirited, 
regular and unanimous exertions o£ ftieh a body of 
determioed veterans, under the conduC^ of a brav«,, 
experienced and fuoeefrfrd leader, vgpe net to« he r 

filled 
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iified by an Indian army of any magnitude what- 
lifer. By four o’clock the firft line, triumphing 
over every obftacle, drove the infantry, artillery, 
and cavalry of the enemy, promifcuoufly before 
them. The fecond line, at the fame time, under 
the command of Brigadier-General Stuart, had 
not only repulfed the other divilion of the enemy, 
but difpoflefled them of their poft. They like- 
ivife totally defeated the attempt made to attack 
the general’s rear. The mafterly and well-direiSled 
exertions of the troops in this quarter prevented 
the enemy, notwithftanding their numbers, from 
making the fmalleft attempt upon the baggage. 

No viftory could be more complete or decifive 
on all fides. The tumult and confufion in the 
retreat of fuch numbers afforded every advan- 
tage to troops who could have purfued them with 
cffeil. The whole of Hyder’s artillery and Bores 
might have been captured, but his cattle left the 
held in full trot, while our’s were fcarcely able to 
drag the guns along. And no circumftance could 
be more vexatious to brave men, than their utter 
incapacity to feize the fruits of a viftory thus 
dearly earned. For the behaviour of every man 
in the army, from the commander in chief to the 
meaneft fepoy, was highly meritorious. Both 
lines, the one commanded by Sir He6ior Monro, 
and the other by General Stuart, did the ampleft 
juflice to the orders and admirable difpofitions of 
Sir Eyre Coote, who generoully declared, that 
every individw#of his little army feemed to feel 

’ that 
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that all the intereft of the nation and Companj 
was then at ilake. ** Every nerve,” &id he, 
“ was exerted to the very extent of poffibility.” 

Three thoufand of the enemy were killed^ 
Meet Salb, Hyder’s brother-in-law and &vou- 
rlte general, was mortally wounded. Among 
his killed and wounded were likewife ieverai 
other of his leaders and bcft dihcers. The £ng- 
lilh general halted juft beyond the enemy’s ground, 
from inability to continue the purfuit. Here the 
fecond line and baggage joined him about mid- 
night. His lofs did not exceed four hundred, nor 
was there an officer of rank or diftiniftion among 
either killed or wounded. 

Hyder left the important pafs of Puravenour 
open as he paffed through it in the evening. Tip- 
poo Saib, who had fat down before Wandewalb 
with thirty thoufand men, raifed the fiege precipi- 
tately, and joined his father in the neighbourhood 
of Arcot. The Englifh were, in a few days, ftrength- 
ened by a conliderable reinforcement from Bengal, 
which, under the favour of Moodajee Boonlla, had 
marched through the territories of Orifla. The 
general, deeming himfelf able to aft with vigour, 
]aid immediate fiege to TrepalTore, which, after a 
few days, capitulated on the 23d of Auguft. At 
that moment the enemy appeared in full march 
to its relief, and there was not then more than one 
day’s rice in the Englifhcamp. Trepaffbre afforded 
fuch a feafonable fupply as enabled Sir Eyre 
Coote, after obtaining fome rice from Poonamella, 

to 
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to inarch ki quell of the enemy. Hyder fe]I back 
a few miles to the very ground where he had de- 
ieated Colonel Baillle, as the Englilh approached ; 
where, in the determination of trying his fortune 
tn a fecond battle, he took a very ftrong pofitibn. 
The country between the two armies was inter- 
felled by feveral very deep water-courfes, which 
rendered the attack, on the part of the Englilh, pe- 
culiarly arduous. The general was under the ne^ 
celfity of forming his front under a very heavy 
cannonade, both from well-placed batteries and 
from the guns in the enemy’s lines. The difci- 
pline and firmnefs of any troops never underwent 
a fiercer trial j and the general declared, that their 
Heady valour could not have been furpafled by the 
firll veterans of any nation in Europe. This en- 
gagement, which happened on the 27th, lalled 
from nine in the morning until it was near fun-fet. 
The enemy were driven fuccefsfully from all their 
grounds. Our army fought as if infplred by the 
manes of their countrymen and fellow-foldiers, 
whofe memorable exertions and defeat on that very 
fpot were ftill fo recent in their memories. Our 
lofs however was greater, and that of the enemy 
lefs, than on the former battle. The irregularity 
of Hyder’s ground afforded more cover from our 
fire. General Stuart loft a leg by a cannon Ihot, 
and Colonel Browne his life by the fame means. 
One of the general’s aid-de-camps was killed by 
his fide. Thcfe were the only officers of confe- 
quence who fell. 


Another 
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Another action, about a month fubfequent to 
this, was fought at a place callhd Sholingur. Hy- 
der’s lofs in thefe encounters, while he preferved his 
artillery and ftores, was but trivial. It was four 
o’clock before this battle commenced j and the fun 
did not go down until the enemy were totally 
routed. They were now in the habit of giving 
way in every conteft with the company's forces. 
On this occafion their cavalry and infantry fuffcre 4 
extremely, while our lofs was perfedlly trifling. 

In the beginning of 1782, the general went to 
the relief of \ ellore, which was now reduced to 
great diftrefs for provifion. Hyder watched the 
motions of the army ; and, as they pafTed a deep 
morafs, commenced a very heavy cannonade. He 
wifhed to cut off the baggage and convoy, while 
the troops were entangled in their march. After 
an a< 5 lIon of four hours, in which the flower of 
Hyder’s troops were feverely handled, he was 
forced to abandon his objecf with difgrace. I'he 
army, which had fuflered but little, having purfued 
its courfe, and accomplifhed the end of the expe- 
dition without further moleftation, on coming up 
to the fame morafs three days after, found Hyder 
prepared on the other fide to difpute their paflage. 
They pafled notwithftanding the fire of his cannon, 
about four in the afternoon, when the general 
having formed, and fecured the baggage, ad- 
vancad with his ufual promptitude upon the ene- 
jny. The refiftance was but feeble. A genera] 
rout enfued, and a purfuit, in which the flaughter 
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was confiddrable. Thus ended a campaign, the 
moft ardent, the moft brilliant, the moft bloody^ 
and attended with cfFe»fls the moft general and 
unexpefled of any, perhaps, in the hiftory of poli- 
tical Ibciety. 

During thefe tranfacftions, an account of the 
war with Holland having arrived in India, five 
India fhips from China, in their way home, touch- 
ed at Fort Marlborough, on the coaft of Sumatra. 
I'he gentlemen of that factory inftantly conceived 
the pra»iUcability of capturing the Dutch fettle- 
mentson that illand. Mr. Botham, one of the 
council, was intrufted with the condudl of the ex- 
pedition, in concert with Captain Clements, com-' 
modore of the five (hips. Captain Mandeville, 
with an hundred men, were all that could be fpared 
from the fort. The governor of Padang, miftak- 
Ing the force coming againft him, was fuddenly 
terrified into a furrender, not only of that place, 
but of all the other Dutch fettlements on the 
weftern extremities of the illand. 

A ftrong armament was, at the fame time, and 
for very obvious reafons, fent againft the Dutch 
fettlement in the town, port, and fortrefs of Ne- 
gapatam, on the Tanjore coaft. Majbr-General Sir 
Hecftor Monro was appointed to conduct this cn- 
terpriae in concert with Sir Edward Hughes. The 
land forces already in the Rajah’s country were 
only alligned for this fervice. It proved exceed- 
ingly arduous. The garrifon was at leaft eightThou- 
fand ftrong. The beftegers, in all, did not amount 
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to half the number. The troops were much dif- 
trelTed by the badnefs of weather, and the' damp* 
nefs of their (ituation. Moft of the wounded died, 
and many of the feamen, from heat and fadgue, 
were fudJenly deftroyed by violent cramps and 
fpaihis. Notwithdanding thefc difficulties, and af- 
ter the failure of two defperate fallies with their 
whole force, terms of capitulation took place. The 
town and citadel, with all the (lores and contents, 
which belonged to the government or Company, 
were furrendered to the vi^lors. Private property 
was fecured ; and the inhabiunts, upon taking the 
oath of allegiance, were to (hare the pioteflion of 
the Englilh. The garrifon were allowed military 
honours, and then made prlfoners of war. The 
governor, council, and other civil officers, were 
retained on parole. Hyder’s infantry, and other 
fepoys, threw down their arms, and made their 
efcape on the night preceding the capture. Dur- 
ing a fervice of fo much hazard and action, the 
whole lofs of the befiegers, Europeans, and na- 
tives, in killed, wounded, and miffing, were little 
more than one hundred men. They found in the 
place fome fine artillery, and large quantities qf 
military ftores. 

The redudion of Negapatam expelled the ene- 
my from the kingdom of Tanjore. All the forts 
and ftrong holds, which they pofiefled in that 
country^ and its vicinity, were evacuated without 
delay. The poligars of Marawar and Tinevelly, 

D d who 
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who had revolted to Hyder, were at the fame 
time reclaimed, and waited only a proper oppor- 
tunity of renewing their peace with the Na- 
bob. The fuccefs of the Company’s arms againft 
a force of fuch magnitude made every where the 
ftrongell imrepflion in their favour. And a general 
faith, in the various miracles formerly attributed to 
the operations of their arms, began to revive. 

It was early in 1782 that the expedition againft 
the Dutch intereft and monopoly, efpecially of 
the fpice trade, in the valuable ifland of Ceylon, 
was conceived and executed. Sir Edward Hughes 
was aflifted in carrying on this enterprize, and fup- 
plicd by the general with five hundred volunteer 
iepoys, and an officer and thirty artillery men, to 
garrifon the fort, in cafe it fell into their hands. 
After encountering a variety of impediments inci- 
dent to that fpecics of fervice, and not a little 
etiquette between Sir Edward and the governor, 
w lio had been perfonally intimate, the place was at 
length ftormed with fuccefs. It contained a pro- 
digious quantity of military ftores. Two Ihips richly 
laden, with a number of fmaller veflels, were taken 
in the harbour. Four hundred European military 
were made prifoners, and a few Malay officers. 
Our lofs was very inconfiderable. The admiral 
was much affeflod by the death of Mr. Long, a 
young man of promifing talents, and his own fe- 
cond lieutenant in the Superbe, who fell as he 
led on his company to the aliault. He applauded 

the 
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the condud both of the naval and marine officers, as 
meriting peculiar di(l:in(flion, but fpeciiied the fer> 
vices of Major Geils, an engineer, as infiances of 
the mofi eminent and ufefgl abilities. 


Dd 2 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Demands cw the Rajah of Benares — He ii charged 'u'lth 
Contumacy-— The Gcrcemor-Gcncral xifits Benares — 
The Rajah is taken into Cufiody — The Sepeys and 
Ofdccrs on that Service majfacred — He flies — His 
Relation, and Enemy, fucceeds to the temporary Ma- 
na^emeri of the Zemindary — The Temerity and Rc- 
■f'ul} rf Captain Mayajfrc — The Governor ’■General 
abandons his garters by Night — The Nabob Vi- 
:.iCi's Vifit — Mal-treatmerd rf the Princejfes of 
(hide, the PVomeu of the Zenana, and the Royal 
Offspring — Difiurhances inthe contiguous Trcrvinces 
— Military Operations — Gcneemment fettled — 
Teace tvith Sindia — Booty feized by the Army, 

All the refources of the company were unequal 
to the conftant and extraordinary difburfements, 
which the hoftilities now raging, in almoft every 
part of their polTellions, occafioned. 'I'hey grap- 
pled with difficulties at prefent, which had oc- 
curred in no former period. All India was in 
arms. The expuhion of ftrangers, who aimed 
at univerfdl empire, by a fyftem of uniform rapa- 
city and ufurpation, was an obje£l which roufed, 
united, and fandlified their efforts. This general 
confederacy derived a frelh and Ibrmid^le accef- 
fion of ftrength and confequence from the de- 
claration of a French war. The preffure of thefe 
clrcumflances, by touching the inmoff fprings, and 

bring- 
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bringing into aft ion all the latent'powers of govern- 
ment, produced a ferles of extraordinary efFefts. 
It was aflumsd, as an operative principle in poll* 
tics, that the expenditure of a war eftablilhment 
ihould be provided for by a revenue altogether 
new ; that the fupreme council had a right to 
make the ftate of the treafury the ftandard of 
their pecuniary requifitions, and that public exi- 
gence was a fufficient plea for private extor- 
tion. - 

The zemlndary of Benares, which includes alfo 
the circars of Gazypour and Chuhar, conftituted a 
part of the dominions of Oude, until the year 17741 
when its tribute, or quit rent of twenty-four lacks 
was transferred to the EngUlli. In the year 
when the French war commenced, it was refolved, 
that Cheit Sing, the Rajah of Benares, fliould be 
required to contribute an extraordinary lubfidy of 
iive lacks, to anfwer the additional expence occa- 
lioned by this emergency. Great objeftions was 
raifed againft this demand. The Rajah, however, 
confented to make the payment with a very ill 
grace, and difeharged it with a worfe. Another 
year, the fame requifition \^as renewed; and, 
though known to be extremely rich, Cheit Sing 
affefted to difpofe of his plate and jewels, as an 
ev'idence how unable he was to comply with the 
impofition. Two battalions of fepoys were there- 
fore quartered in his dominions, and their pay 
charged to his account, until he realized the ex- 
peftatlons of his fuperiors. The third year’s fiib^ 

. D d 3 fidy 
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fidy was not difcharged with more promptitodit, 
and fimilar means of coercion were adopted. And 
when one lack only had been produced^ the Ra- 
jah wrote to the governor-general, with his own 
hand, Rating the impoverilhed Rate of his trea- 
fury and refources, and praying a remIRIon of the 
remainder till another year, when he promlfed to 
pay It with the RIpulated revenue. No anfwer was 
made to this humble petition for indulgence, but a 
frefh order was immediately prefented for a thou- 
fand horfe. It could hardly be expected, that Rich 
afupplycould be readily obtained, where a yearly 
fubildy of iixty thoufand pounds had been extorted 
,wlth fo much difficulty. And though the Rajah, in 
his remonRrance to Mr. HaRings, aRerts, that 
five hundred horfe, and as many barkundaffes, were 
ready, and at his fervice $ we are, neverthelels, 
affiired. In an authentic narrative of that tranfac- 
fion, that no more than half that number was pro- 
mlfed, and not a lingle horfe ever fent. Thus was 
the Rajah's anxiety and jealoufies of his own fafety 
awakened. He was treated with a fufplclen that 
fupprelfed his confidence, and with a rigour that 
.tended unavoidably to relax his attachment. The 
iron hand of oppreffion was flretched forth, and he 
found himfelf without the means either of fatisfy- 
ing or refiRIng Its grafp. Overwhelmed with ap- 
preheniion, it was natural to look out for fuch a 
protedlion as might fupply that which he*iuppofed 
to be withdrawn, to try whether the neighbour- 
ing powers would not afford him an afylum from 

the 
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the tempeR that impended, or what refource he 
night find among his countrymen againR the ma- 
chinations of implacable fisreigners. A ftriking ' 
coincidence took place, between his own expe- 
rience and the general ideas then entertained of 
the Britifh characEler. The name of Engliflrman 
was now regarded, in almoR every part of India, 
with execration. In the very dominions of their 
allies, in Oudc, in the circars, and in the Carna-' 
tic, they were moft hated, only becaufe .beft 
known. . Weary of the yoke that galled him, and 
incenfed by a repetition of infult, it is not impro- 
bable that Cheit Sing might correfpond with the 
princes around him on the mofi likely means of ex- 
tricating himfelf from his prefent embarralTment, 
I'peculate on terms of mutual fupport, or agree on 
fuch a plan of general concert with them as promif- 
ed the moft elfe«ftual prote<ftIon to their refpeflive 
rights : that he might even have written to the dif- 
contented Begums of Oude, or caballed with the dif- 
affejfted tributaries of the Englilh. He has certainly 
been charged with having exhibited unequivocal 
fymptoms of this feditious turn of mind in his own 
conduift, but which were obvious in a flill higher 
degree in the behaviour of his officers and his peo- 
ple. Thefe faffs, however, are allcdged without 
any fpecification of dates, names, or circumftances; 
nor even included in the written complaints, which 
were Rated againft, and fent to him on the Ipot. 
Indeed, the expences of the war had become fo 
enoxmous, wwi the means of ftlVV eaxtyrng it on 

, D d 4 ' drained 
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drained tl» treafory to fuch a degree, that new 
fources of fnpply were become a matter of great 
and preffing importunity. The wealth and impo- 
tence of the Rajah might now, therefore, point 
him out a$ the proper and immediate object for 
anfwering the public exigence. 

During this Rate of affairs in the zemindary of 
Benares, the governor-general went to vifit h in 
perfon upon the 7th ofjuy [1781]. He wifhed, 
at the fame time, to reftore harmony in the pro- 
vinces of Oude, and to procure as much money as 
p(jffible. Colonel Muir was then iregociating a 
peace with Sindia, and Mr. Haftings naturally cx- 
pe< 5 ied that his approach might expedite the bufi- 
nefs. The difappointment of aid from the Rajah, 
even in a crifis of the greateft public diftrefs and 
danger, did not affeft him fo much as ihofe in- 
ftances of contumacy and difobedience, which he 
confidcred as proofs of a deliberate intention to 
fubvert the Company's authority, and to ereft his 
own independency on its ruins. He adopted, at 
the fame lime, the report, that the Rajah inherited 
immenfe wealth from his father Balwant Sing, 
which was depulited in the two ftrong forts of Lut- 
teefpore and Bcdjeygur, and annually augmented ; 
that his military cftablilhment and flores were 
prelerved on the nioft refpe^lable footing; that his 
ilrong holds w'cre numerous, in good condition, 
and well I'upplied ; that he maintained afi inter- 
courfe with I'uch powers, as either were, or might 
become enemies to the company j and that he was 

.prepared 
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prepared for open revolt, and waited only for a 
favourable opportunity of declaring it. By his 
agents and emiilaries in Calcutta he was alfa 
thought to havh tal^n an aiflive and decided part 
againil the governor-general, in thofe conteds 
which had long prevailed between him and his 
colleagues is office. To this llrenuous oppofition 
to the cenfures incurred at home, by his delin- 
quencies abroad, and to the condant and general 
expeidation in India, that he muft have been re- 
called from the fervice of the Company, the go- 
vernor-general roundly charged the whole of the 
Rajah’s mifcondudf. This was probably the crime 
which he deemed the lead pardonable, for which 
he was to be punilbed, as an example w'hich juf- 
tice and policy required ; which was to render his 
guilt the means of relief to the Company, and in 
confequence of which a penalty was to be exafled 
from him, which he was well able to bear, and at 
the expence of a fund deftined by him for purpol'es 
of the moft dangerous tendency to the Britifh in- 
tereft in thefe pans. 

The governor-general’s progrefs up the Ganges 
laded near fix weeks. The Rajah was much alarm- 
ed by this unexpeided journey. He fhrewdly 
fufpe^led the governor w'as not cordially his friend. 
His profligate relation Ouflaun Sing had for fome 
time been much carefled at Calcutta. And he now 
attended in the governor-general’s train. This 
man, who had once been the bofom friend and chief 
jninider of the Rajah, bad, by mal»admiAidation, 
* • forfeited 
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forfeited the efteem of his mailer, and fquartdered 
his fubftance by fuch an unprincipled life, that he 
was at length baniihed the country. He had ibon 
returned, however, at the head of a mofi profligate 
banditti, who became fo numerous and formidable, 
that he was at length only expelled by a reinforce- 
ment of the Company’s forces. The Rajah could 
not but regard a man who had thus abufed his con- 
fidence, defied his power, and outraged the tran- 
quillity of his government, as his mortal enemy« 
And what could he expe6i from the vifit of a fupe- 
rior who fuflered his fuite to be difgraced by fb 
abandoned a charader ! The Rajah, however, 
with a great train of the principal people of his 
country, met the governor-general at Buxar, on 
the borders of Benares. The opinion, that this 
iplendid retinue had been collei51ed with an hoflile 
intention, has been refuted by the event. In con- 
fequence of this meeting, a fecond took place next 
morning : A converfation occurred, which the two 
parties have related differently. The governor- 
general delivered his recolleflion of what happened 
with much caution, difclalmed all pretentions to 
corredlnefs ; and, becaufe it made no part of his 
plan, he confidered it as a contingency of ito con- 
fequence. He Hated, how'ever, that Cheit Sing 
expreffed the greateft concern for the difpleafure he 
had incurred, and fuch parts of his condu<H as had 
given offence, that he declared the zemindafy, and 
all he poffeffed, was at the difpofal of the Com- 
pany ; that the prefence of Ouffaun Sing filled 
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him with the tnoR dlRreiling apprehenlions $ and 
that from an uncommon agitation of mind, or to 
imprefs a Rrong opinion of his iincerity, he ac- 
companied his words with the iingular a^iicm of 
laying his turban in Mr. HaiUngs' lap. In reply, 
the governor-general difclaimed the idea of de- 
fcending to become a party in the &mily alterca- 
tion of the Rajah, but avowed the higheft dif- 
pleafure, in explicit and peremptory terms. He 
added, that he had already been deceived by his 
oaths and proteidations, and fhould not fuller his 
purpofe to be changed, or his duty to be over- 
ruled, by any verbal conceflions whatever. But in 
the Rajah’s manifefto the governor-general’s over- 
tures are mentioned as peculiarly harih and exorbi- 
tant. Having difcufled the fubjeJl of the tribute, 
his profedion of attachment and fidelity to the 
Company, and his readinefs to comply with their 
delircs in every thing within his power, no lefs a 
fum thai^ a crore of rupees, or about one million 
two hundred thoufand pounds ilerling, w' 3 s de- 
manded as the price of forgivenefs and future fa- 
vour. 7'he furrender of Bedjeygur, which he 
calls “ his family refidence, the depofit of his 
“ women and of his honour,” was at the fame 
time required. To the hrR of thefe demands he 
pleaded abfolute inability in reply to the fecond 
he faid, for what he had done he fhould be pu- 
nifhed by the forfeiture of his domeflic fan^luary, 
and branded with the infamy of having relinquifhed 

the 
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the facred depofit of his femily and pezfooal ho- 
nour. 

When they arrived at Benares, on the 14th of 
Auguft, the Rajah was forbid to watt on the go- 
vernor-general, as he had intended, that evening, 
and defired to defer his future vilits until per- 
miilion was obtained, as ibme matters were previ- 
oufly to be fettled. Next day Mr. Markham, the 
refident at Benares, was difpatched by the go- 
vernor-general, with a paper, in which the feveral 
charges againft him were Rated, and an immediate 
anfwer required. Had he wifhed to Irritate the 
Rajah by inventive, rather than to gain him to hts 
purpofe by conciliating language and an affable 
deportment, the means he purfued could not have 
been more properly fele<ffed. This extorted from 
the Rajah an ample vindication of his condudi. 
The non-payment of the extraordinary fubfidy he 
attributes to circumftances which he could not pre- 
vent or elude ; that the failure of the remittance 
to the army was the fault of thofe who were in- 
trufted with the bufinefs j that the demands on him 
for cavalry were incapable of being literally ful- 
filled j that his communications on thatfubjedl had 
been negledied or diferedited 5 that he had an- 
nounced to the refident his readinefs to detach, for 
the fervice of the Company, five hundred horfe, 
and as many militia, or irregular troops j that he 
had written an account of thefe forces to the go- 
vernor-general, who he daily expedled would have 
fent fomc diredlion for their difpofal j that no an- 

. fwer 
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fvrer was Ktumed to this letter any more than to 
the former } and that Mr. Markham and he re» 
peatedly cxprefTed their mutual furprife at this fi- 
lence. He denies that any agents or emidarles 
were ever fent to Calcutta, or that any of his peo- 
ple were there, except a few whom he named, 
and who were openly employed on public bufinefs, 
with the governor himfelf. Thefe, and other im- 
putations of a iimilar nature, he avows to be the 
calumnies of his enemies, who were bent on his 
ruin i i^ut he congratulated himfelf, that the go- 
vernor-general would now have an opportunity of 
detecting the falfehood on the fpot. That robberies 
and murders were committed in his country with 
impunity, was an allegation equally unfounded. 
He was careful to punifli every fuch crime, and no 
culprit ever could elude juftice by other means 
than abandoning the country. 

This anfwer, though couched in language the 
moll humble and fubmilBve, was confidered by the 
governor-general as an infult of the highell and 
moft offeniive kind, not fo much a vindication of 
the Rajah, as a recrimination on himfelf ; and ra- 
ther a letter of defiance, than a reprefentation which 
betrayed any fenfe of milcpndu( 5 t, or facilitated 
the return of friendship. He admits that fbme of 
the Rajah’s letters might not have been anfwered $ 
but adds, in a tone of fuperlative fiatelinefs, that it 
was the Rajah’s duty to obey the pofitive and re- 
peated orders which he had received, and not 
to wafie his time with letters of excufe, to cavil 

with 
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** wiA his anfwers for evafi6n, or with his lilence 
” for delays.'* Moderation in power was not then 
the chara^ieriftic virAie of thefupreme government. 
And much delicacy was not to be expeded in the 
exercife of a delegated authority, by the agent of 
Brittfh merchants to the prince of Benares. 

The governor-general deemed it impolitic, 
either to leave him in the full exercife of powers, 
which he had thus obviouily abufed, and which 
he apprehended might Hill be employed to the 
moll dangerous purpofes, or to deveft him entirely 
of the zetntndary, though juHlfiable on the grounds 
he had Hated, as this might have appeared too 
fevere, and rendered the company's government 
obnoxious to cenfure. By laying the perfon of the 
Rajah under arreH, he expeiled to avoid both ex- 
tremes. The Rajah's palace was lituated on the 
banks of the Ganges, on the fame iide with the 
city of Benares, and about two miles diftant. Mr, 
Markham was inHru6led to proceed early in the 
morning, with only his acruHomed guard, that it 
might appear no more than a common vifit, and 
there to put him under arrell, and require his im- 
mediate fubmilfion, in the governor-general’s name, 
and to keep him in cuflody until he received fur- 
ther orders. Two company’s of fepoys from Major 
Popham’s detachment were ordered to follow and 
fupport the reHdent in the execution of this delicate 
fcrvice. ' 

The Rajah made no reHHance, but religned 
hUnfolf to his fate, with perfeil fubmilHon to the 

reddent* 
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relident's authority. He was ready to obey what- 
ever the governor-general Ihould prelcribe. His 
entire zeniindary, his ibrts, and his treafure, were 
at his fervice, and even his life if demanded. But 
he felt the ignomy to which he was expofed by this 
public difgrace. He truRed his youth and inex- 
perience would be fbme appology for fuch cd* his 
errors as had given moft offence. He begged the 
refident would make a juft reprefentation of his 
obedience, and plead for him, that, in confidera- 
tion of his father’s name, he might obtain his free- 
dom on proving the fincerity of his offers. Thefe 
fubmiftions he repeated in a letter to the govenor- 
general, which he concluded by faying, ** What- 
** ever may be your pleafure, do it with your own 
” hands. 1 am your flave. What occafion can 

there be for a guard r” 

Other letters, replete with the fame delpouir 
dency, foon followed Mr. Markham. The gover- 
nor-general’s feelings, regulated as they were by 
the niceft policy, for the firft time were fo fiir 
touched by the misfortunes of the Rajah, that he 
thought it neceffary to alleviate his apprehenfions, 
by a fhort note, informing him, that all parti- 
culars fhould be explained in the afternoon, and 
defiring him to let his mind be at reft, and not fin 
conceive any terror or difmay. 

The Rajah had been early cautioned againft 
fuffering his people to behave in an unquiet or dif- 
orderly manner, as any attempt to refeue him 
woviid inevitably precif^Ufb his ruin* The refio 

dc4t 
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.dent left him in the cuftody of Lieutenant Stal' 
her, who commanded his own guard, and of the 
Lieutenants Scot and Sims, who led the two 
grenadier companies of fcpoys. Thefe officers 
^were inftruAed to difarm all his fervants, but to 
.allow him any eight or ten domeftics whom he 
might prefer, for the attendance of his perfon. 
Thefe were to be (hewn to the fepoys, that no de> 
ception might be practicable. Nor was the Rajah 
to be refufed any requeft coniiftent with the fecu* 
rity of his perfon. Fortunately for Markham, the 
preparation of his inftruCt'ons confiderably delayed 
his return to the palace. On the oppoiite fide of 
the river, and at no great difiance, was fituated 
Ramnagur, the common refidence of the family. 
It was a pile of building which anfwered the dou- 
ble purpofe of a palace and a fortrefs. A few addi- 
tional out-works had been made to it of late years, 
and by degrees a very populous and compaCt town 
furrounded it. A fianding garrlfon was kept in 
this place after the manner of all eafiern princes. 
The refidence of the court had produced the 
town and occanoned the garrifon, and the inha- 
bitants were violently attached to the prince, from 
the mildnefs of his manners, and the lenity of his 
government. Before Markham could fet out, in- 
telligence was received, that large bodies of armed 
men had crofled the river from Ramnagur, and 
proceeded direClly to the palace where the prince 
was in.cufiody. Our fepoys were in the fquare 
which furrounded the Rajah’s apaitments, but had, 

by 
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by fome unaccountable inadvertence, left their aniM 
munition belund. This ctrcumftance was no fooner 
known to Major Popham, than he difpatched ano« 
ther company to reinforce the two former, and to 
fupply them with ammunition. But all the ave- 
nues of the palace were lb crowded and choked 
up by multitudes and armed men, determined to 
prevent accefs, that the attempt was immediately 
relinquilbed as Impra<Sicab!e. The appearance of 
this party probably inflamed the populace, as the 
attack of the grenadiers in the fquare certainly 
commenced on their arrival. Thele men, defti- 
tute of their ufual means of defence, were an eafy 
prey to fuperior numbers, who in an inftant cut 
moft of the party to pieces. Eighty-two were 
killed on the fpot, and ninety-two fo defperately 
wounded, that the condition of the living was much 
lefs enviable than that of the dead, 'i’he three 
Britilh officers, who were faid to have made a moft 
vigorous refiftance, were found mangled in the moft 
(hocking manner, and lying near each other. 

The Rajah naturally expedled that his life 
would be made to pay for the temerity of his peo- 
ple. In the midft of the tumult, and overwhelmed 
by the terrors of a feene fo little exptcled, he 
was hurried away, however, by his attendants and 
friends, through a wicket on the garden fide, which 
led to the river, where, from the fteepnefs of the' 
bank, he was let down into a boat by a number 
of turbans tied together, and conveyed to th'c other 
fide. The authors of his refeusr feem to have 

£ e adlcd 
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a6Ied only from inapulle, without fydem or col^• 
cert. They had no other object than his mer& 
efcape, and followed him in that tumultuous con^ 
fulion which generally difcrlminates a mob under 
the dire(51ion of no fuperior. I'he additional com~ 
pany of fepoys, who had been prevented entering, 
now pufhed their way as the crowds decreafed. 
Even then fo fmart a fcufHe enfued, that Birrel, 
who commanded them, had thirty of his men kill-' 
t‘J or wounded. Major Popham, who had been en- 
camped about two miles diftant, foon after arrived 
at the head of his detachment, and could only la- 
ment a cataftrophe which it was not in his power 
either to alleviate or revenge. 

The whole alfray is attributed by Cheit Sing 
to the brutality of a fervant belonging to the 
rcliclent, who, being formerly in his fervice, was 
diimiffed v\ ith difgrace, and, owing the prince a 
grudge, took tin-, opportunity of treating him in- 
lolendy. His people, enraged by the temerity of 
i'o contemptible a wretch, and the degradation of a 
chief whom they loved and adored, refented the 
v>utrage, which however feems to iiave originated 
and fublided with tlie f-ciings or paroxyfm of the 
moment. The governor-general was lodged in a 
villa adjoining to the fuburbs of Ben^re,. '1 he 
\\ hole of hi.s guard did not exceed fifty or fixty 
fepoys. Had the Rajah teen ll-iioufly determined 
on lelilling the Compam ’s authority from the be- 
ginning, the governor-general might have beer^^ 
Immediately and eafily dil'patched. However de- 

fedive 
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Icf^lve thefe people are prefumed to be in mili- 
tary, political, or legillative fcience, they are al- 
lowed to be lingularly artful. And, in fad>, their 
fchemes of treachery and affaffination are for the 
moft part fo well contrived as generally to fuc- 
ceed. The fuppolition, that an infurre 61 ion was 
ferioufly intended, is confequently repugnant to, 
what has been always underftood, the well known 
and eftablifhed charadler of the natives. I'he gover- 
nor-general feems indeed to have executed this ro- 
mantic expedition with a ralhnefs which moft men 
betray, when the immediate gratification of fome 
ftrong and prevalent paflion is in view. In a place 
fo full of inhabitants, and where the native fovereign 
is an objeft of univerfal attachment and veneration, 
it was not likely all this violence Ihould be done 
without popular commotion, or that his name or 
lituation alone would carry, into a country lix 
hundred miles from the feat of government, all its 
authority and effe<ft, without fuch an army as might 
enforce his meafures. 

The Rajah, like all weak minds under the in- 
fluence of terror and furprife, conceived no better 
means of fafety than in dlftance from the feene 
of danger. Trufting the recovery of that fortune, 
which was already loft, to time and contingency, 
he fled from Ramnagur in the mlidle of the fame 
night. Such effeefts as could be conveniently moved, 
fuch trqpps as were aflbmbled, and fuch of hjs 
family as were prefent, he carried with him. The 
palace was left in the cuftody of its own fraall fta- 
tionary garrhbn. He took immediate refuge in 

E e 2 Lutteefpore, 
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l-.uttcefpore, a place of great firength. Mean 
while the governor-general appointed OuiTaun Sing 
to the adminiflration of the revenues, and pro- 
claimed the appointment through the city of Be- 
nares, at the fame time that melTengers were dif- 
patched to announce this event in every part 
of the country. Fiom the obvious temper of the 
people, and the nature of the arrangements which 
now became neceflary, the troops were ordered 
from all their contiguous ftatlons, without delay, to 
Benares. It was fortunate fuch a precaution had 
been taken ; for, on the fecond day after the Ra- 
jah’s flight, a chofen warrior and confidential chief 
of the family anived, with a body of troops, to 
prote£f Ramnagur. An emergency fo perfe^ly 
unexpected made it neceflary, by all poffible 
means, to expedite the arrival of the forces. Orders 
were immediately difpatched for that purpofe, and 
Captain Mayalfre, v'ho had the command, was 
directed to avoid every thing like hoftility, and to 
halt in a fecure fituation at fome diftance, that the 
troops might be kept collected and ready, until Ma- 
jor Popham had taken his meafures and the com- 
mand. 'I he cflicer however, who led on the party, 
marched directly forward, regardlefs of the remon- 
ftrances made by thofe who aCted under him, and 
defpifing an enemy of which he had no knowledge. 
Mere followed a fecond maflacre, ftill more dread- 
ful than the firft. They were foon involved in nar- 
row ftreets and winding lanes, fired upon from all 
directions, and flaughtered in heaps, by a fevere 

^ and 
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aad invlfible enemy. Captain Doxat, who led the 
attack, inftantly fell, with twenty-three of his men. 
The detachment under the conduA of Captain 
Blair, who followed, were not much longer in ac- 
tion, when fifty-feven men were killed, and nearly 
as many wounded. Not lefs than a hyndred and 
feven men were loft, and nearly as many grievouf- 
ly mangled, by this temerity. Captain Mayafl're 
did not furvive the cataftrophe. The Rajah's peo- 
ple were naturally elated by thefe fuccefles. Nor 
was the* governor-general intimidated. The re- 
fources of his genius have in general been equal to 
the obftacles with which he grappled. Difpatches 
were prepared, and fent in multiplied copies to all 
the military ftations within reach, for immediate 
fuccour to the treafury of Oude for money, and to 
the camp of Chunar, for all the troops that could be 
Kjpared. But the country, by this time, was every 
where hoftile, and in arms againft the Englifh, 
No communication could take place ; and of the 
numerous meflengers occupied on this emergency, 
few reached their deftination. 

The governor-general had taken up his refi- 
dence in Mahdoodafs’s gardens, which were fitu- 
ated in the heart of the fuburbs of Benares. This 
place confifted of many detached buildings within 
one large inclofure. The whole was alfo fur- 
rounded with houfes and trees, in fuch a manner 
as to intercept all outward profpeft. Expofed by 
the nakednefs of the place, the want of a force 
adequate to its prote^ion, the turbulence of its 
E e 3 vicinity. 
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vicinity, and the apprehenfion of an aflault from 
the proximity of an enemy, rapidly increafing } and 
rendered defperate, from the certainty that th6y 
co'iild have no lafety but in fuccefs ; an immediate 
retreat was now perhaps the moft eligible meafure 
in their power. This they commenced in the 
evening, and accomplilbed without moleftation by 
next morning, when they arrived with all their 
baggage and attendants at Chunar. The wound- 
etl fopoys w'cre however left behind, in whofe 
favour Mr. Haftings wrote to the Nabob Saa- 
dut Ally, requefting him that he would take 
them under his care and proteftion. But the hu- 
manity of the Muflulman had taught him to anti- 
tipate the governor’s delire. The kindnefs of 
this generous ftranger was extended to thefe un- 
fortunate men the moment he knew of their con- 
dition. His feeling heart fympathize^l with their 
fufferings, at the fame time that his judgment con- 
demned the policy that produced them. He vi- 
Jited them in perfon, he fupplied them with pro- 
vifions, he gave them money, he ordered furgeons 
to attend them, and as foon as they could be re- 
moved he brought them to his own quarters. 
'I hefc interefting attentions were performed at a 
time when the Company’s credit was confidered, 
among the natives, as precarious ; when the odium 
railed againft its lervanis was prevalent and uni- 
verfal j when Hyder Ally triumphed in the Carna- 
tic ; and when the fupreme government had be- 
come contemptible from grofc violations of faith, 

abortive 
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abortive ambition, and aiTumptlons which it could 
not realize. In this good man, thefe wretched fol- 
dicrs, though wounded, fighting againft a caufe in 
which he was much Interefted, and now in the cuf- 
tody of their enemies, found a friend. Such are the 
offices of kindnefs, for which our countrymen have 
fo generally fiigmatized the Indians as barbarians i 

Benaram Pundit, the Berar Vakeel, on the 
very evening of the retreat, had come to vifit the 
governor -general. All was in diforder and confulion 
when he entered the gardens. He proceeded how- 
ever with the crowd, and, notwithftanding extreme 
corpulence and great age, was difeovered march- 
ing on foot, in company with his brother, and 
without a lingle attendant. 'I'hey continued at 
Chunar until the governor-general was enabled to 
return to Benares. He even ofl'ered, without ap- 
plication, all the ready m«)ney he pofleffied, which 
was a lack of rupees in filver, at a time when the 
governor-general was exceedingly diftrefled. 

All this while the Rajah Cheit Sing was incef- 
fant in his application for an amicable adjuftment 
of paft differences. He complained of the extre- 
mities to which he was driven, and perfifted in 
protefting his abfolute incapacity to re drain the 
fury of his people. The veiy morning after the 
affair at Ramnagur, in which fo many of our 
troops were deftroyed, propofals for an accommo- 
dation* were offered. But Mr. Haftings feems to 
have obftinately adhered to one inflexible plan of 
unqualified feverity. He would not even con- 
E e 4 defeend 
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defcendto anfwer theRajah’s letters, fome of which 
fMTOcured fo little attention, that he neither recollects 
their dates, nor the time of their delivery. A fuperci- 
lious confcioufnefs of fuperioty, a haughty diftance, 
or an ominous referve, involved the whole of thele 
violent tranfaddions into fuch perplexity and ob- 
fcurity, as are not accountable on the common 
principles of human condu(5t. His confident and 
treafurer, Cantoo Bauboo, was however permitted 
to confer on the ftate of aifairs with Cheit Sing’s 
Vakeel, or envoy, Mirza Abdoola Beg. .It is not 
very eafy to affign any reafon whatever for this 
permiffion, as the conference produced no eifeift, 
though the Rajah not only exculpated himfelf 
from the outrages which had been committed at 
the palace, imputing the whole to the refident’s 
fervant, but made an abfolute furrender of all he 
had, and offered to depend entirely on the gover- 
nor’s generofity, for every Indulgence to which he 
might think him entitled. Cheit Sing being re- 
duced to the neceffity of taking up arms in his own 
defence, it was an obvious ftep, in the progrefs of 
the tragedy, firft to pronounce him a rebel, and 
then to proferibe him as an objeft unw'orthy of all 
further protedion, and with whom it was no longer 
competent for the ftate to treat. 

It was about this time that the governor-gene-” 
ral experienced new embarraffment from the Vi- 
zier’s determination of vifiting him at Chunkr. The 
doniinions of Oude at this moment were in a ftate 
of almoft atftual rebellion. The opprefiions whioh 

they 
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they fufFeted from the influence of the Company's 
fervants were become altogether tntoterable. In- 
deed, the contagion had fpread through all the 
neighbouring countries, but efpecially in fuch 
places as were under the immediate influence of 
the Begums. Thefe princefles, who refided at Fy- 
zabad, on the river Dewa, the fecond capital of 
the Vizier’s dominions, were faid openly to efpoufe 
the caufe of Cheit Sing, and even to permit their 
own officers to join in attacking the Englilh. The 
whole puovinces, ftretching towards the mountains, 
were up in arms, and ready to riik every thing for 
expelling the Englifli. Colonel Hannay, with two 
battalions of regular fepoys, was ftationed in thefe 
parts. And fuch was the popular indignation and 
refentment againft the Englifh intereft, that he 
was repeatedly attacked, furrounded, and many of 
his troops cut to pieces ; that the zemindars in- 
ftigated their dependents to outrage j and that it 
was with the greateft difficulty Major Hannay was 
enabled to make his efcape. In the midft of thefe 
difturbances, and while the neareft and moft dif- 
tant diftri<Sls of his territories were embroiled, Af- 
foph ul Dowlah came to pay his refpefts to the go- 
vernor-general. It was difficult to treat a perfon 
of fuch diftindion as a friend, at the fame time 
that he was fufpe^led for an enemy^. And the 
darkeft defigns had been infinuated to the gover- 
nor- general as the efficient caufe of this jour- 
ney. It was even ptopofed, that the perfon 
of the ffirmer fhould be efcorted, during the in- 
terview, 
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terview, by fuct a guard as might operate as a fuf» 
ficient check againfi all the machinations of the 
latter. The prefence of the Vizier indeed would 
bring a firefli accelfion of credit to the deljperate li- 
tuationof the Company’s affairs in the revolted pro- 
pinces. His troops, though a rabble, might alfo 
tend to keep the country in awe, and divert the 
enemy’s attention and operations. But the go- 
vernor-general difliked the advantage which the 
Nabob might derive from that circumftance. Nor 
did he wilh for any other affiftance than ^he Com- 
pany’s troops, to fupprefe a rebellion immediately 
againft their own authority. 

It was under thefe apprehenfions that Governor 
Haftings endeavoured, by letter, to diffuade the 
Nabob from the vifit he intended, and that he 
urged his return to his own cajiital, promiling to 
wait upon his Excellency there, as foon as the 
troubled ftate of Benares permitted. 1 he Nabob, 
however, perfifted in his refolution of demonftrat- 
ing his zeal and attachment. He profecuted his 
journey with an expedition proportionate to the de- 
licacy of Mr. Haftings in diffuading him from it. 
Their meeting was apparently agreeable to both, 
and the greateft cordiality fubfiftcd between them 
during the whole time it lafted. 

'I'he fpirit of inlurreclion, which now raged fo 
fiercely in the province of Benares, effe<fted all the 
frontier countries under the Company’s govern- 
ment, that were fituated in the neighbourhood. 
Nut only one half of the kingdom of Oude firug- 
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gled to fupprefs the Engliih influence, but various 
diftrtdis in Bahar were alfo very ferioufly embroiled. 
Men were every where openly levied for the fer- 
vice of the infurgents. The Sarum circar, one of 
the largeft divifions of that province, was power- 
fully invaded and laid defolate by Hutteh Shaw, • 
chief of couliderable confequence in thefe parts, 
and who was fupported by Cheit Sing. Indeed, 
the whole funrtions of government were for the pre- 
fect fufpendeJ. The fcramble for property, and 
even exiftence, became general. Anarchy efta- 
bliflied all her horrors on a momentary annihilation 
of order. In fuch a feene of hoftility, all intel- 
ligence from the adjacent countries w'as cut off i 
and the governor-general, fbut up in the fort of 
Chunar, knew but little cither what were the efle^fs 
of his orders, the fituation of the forces, or the fate 
of his melTengers. 

Cheit Sing, in the mean time, delineated his 
fituation to the furrounding princes, in a manifcfto, 
which for juftnefs of conception and limplicity of 
language would not have difgraced the r'’ge of a 
l.ivy. After narrating his father’s conduct and his 
own j regre.ting, in the bittereft terms, their un- 
natural partialities for ftrangers, who had thus re- 
quited their kindnefs with ingratitude and treachery; 
and urging them to unite as in a comm' n caul'c, 
and expel or exirpate thofe ufurpers, whom no ac- 
quifitidhs could fatisfy or treaties bind ; he gives a 
contraft of the country, under his authority, and 
that of the Company. It is a pidure which be- 
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betrays the hand of a mailer, “ Look” fays, he ** to 
** my deftrifts, look to theirs. The different afpedls 
" they exhibit mark the limits of them more than 
“ the boundaries prefcribed by nature or art. 
** My fields are cultivated, my towns and villages 
H full of inhabitants, my country is a garden, and 
“ my fubje<Sls are happy. The principal merchants 
“ in India, from the fecurity of my government, 
“ rcfort to my capital, and mate it their refi- 
dence. It is the bank of India, and contains 
“ the treafuces of the Maratttos, the Jaits, the 
“ Saiks, the native and the European nations. It is 
** here the orphan and the widow depoiit their all, 
•* and find a certain afylum from avarice and ra- 
** pacity. The traveller and the ftranger, from 
** one end of my country to the other, lay down 
“ their burthens and fleep in fecurity. In the Com- 
“ pany's provinces, famine and mifery ftalk hand 
** in hand through uncultivated fields and deferted 
villages. There you meet only the aged and 
** infirm, who are unable to flee, or robbers pre- 
“ pared to feize or kill ! When Engliftimen paffed 
“ through my country, every kindnefs was fhewn 
“ them, and all their wants fupplied. The very 
“ baggage was taken from the backs of their cool- 
“ lies, and carried for them from village to village. 
“ My officers every where attended, to accom- 
“ modate them with neceflaries and carriage at 
** my expence, and perform all their orders as 
«* they were my own. Afk my people, if any 
** of them met with fuch treatment in the countries 

V under 



transactions in INDIA, lag 

under the Company’s management. Were they 
** not almoft' continually robbed, and in danger ^ 
“ their lives?” 

The head quarters was now at Chunar, a fort 
fituated on the fouth ihore of the Ganges. The 
enemy’s chief firength was encamped at Pateetah^ 
feven miles to the fouthward, in the dire^ way to 
the pafs Suckroot, and the drong hold of Lutteef- 
pore. Popham’s detachment was pofted about a 
mile from town, between the fort and the enemy. 

Lieutenant Polhill, w’ho arrived on the aytfa of 
Augufl, with fix companies of fepoys from the 
Nabob Vizier’s body guard, encamped on the other 
fide of the river, and had a ikirmifh with a ftrong 
party of the enemy, at Seeker, a town and fort 
which lay within fight of Chunar. Polhill prevailed, 
and a large quantity of grain, much wanted by our 
forces at that time, fell into their hands. Nor were the 
detachment under Blair, whom Popham font to fur- 
prife the camp at Pateetah, lefs fuccefsful, though 
their viftory was dearly earned. The enemy’s camp 
was in faft abandoned, but they were drawn up, 
and waiting the attack a mile beyond it, in a man- 
ner moft determined, and in an order that was not 
expedied. The fepoys under the command of Blair, 
doubly fortified as they were by the mechanifm of 
dlfclpline, and their confidence in European officers, 
met with a reception fo vigorous and defperate, that 
they wgre inftantly broke and thrown into confufion. 
The fpirited attack of lieutenants Fallon and Birrel, 
at the head of two companies of grenadiers, upon 

the 
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the enem37's cannon, was what faved the detach** 
ment, and turned the fortune of the day. Oh our 
fide, however, one fourth of the whole were killed 
and wounded. It was at the fame time an advan- 
tage, and contributed to reftore that credit and 
:^irit which our army had in fbme degree loft by 
the late difaftcr at Kamnagur. 

About a week after this aftion. Major Crabbe 
appeared on the Ihore oppofite to Chunar, with 
two regiments of fepoys, two companies of Euro** 
pean infantry, and thirty European artillery men, 
four fix-pounders, one howitz, tumbrils, ammuni- 
tion, draft and carriage cattle, and every other 
provifion neceftaiy for immediate fervice. This 
detachment had been fent by Colonel Morgan, to 
whom the governor-general had difpatched feve- 
ral exprelTes for this purjwfe, but which Morgan’s 
zeal had anticipated. For the greater expedition, 
they had proceeded by water down the Gangesi 
though much retarded on their courfe to lllahabad 
by ftrong adverfe winds. Here the major difem- 
barked both men and ftores. and proceeded the 
reft of the way by land. 

It was on the following day [the nth of Sep- 
tember] that Aftbph ul Dowlah, Nabob Vizier of 
Oude, arrived and took his ftation on the oppofite 
fhore. 'rhe communication between him and Mr. 
Haftings was immediately opened, and fubfifted 
for fome time with all the circuirftances q £ fupe- 
riority on the one fide, and degradation on the 
other, which ufually diftinguilh the intercourfe of 

a chief 
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a chief and his vaflaL Unfortunately, the influence 
which the governor-general poflefled in the coun<' 
cUs of this puflllanlmous prince was ibllowed by a 
feries of the moft dreadful confeqnences to fome of 
his neareft relations. 

Aflbph ul Dowlah had taken and continued in 
his pay a certain number of our regular troops, 
intruftcd to the Britifii refident at his court the 
entire management of all his affairs, foreign and 
domeftic, and gradually become, efpeclally in the 
adminlftration of his revenues, both in fubftance 
and ctTe<ff‘ as well as in general repute and eftima- 
tion, a mere tributary of the Company. He was, 
in fo materially and abfolutely under the 

control of their Icrvants, that, in the opinion of 
the native powers, the honour of Great Britain 
flood pledged for every a<5f of his government. His 
mother and grand-mother were left by his fa- 
ther, the fon of the one and hufband of the other, 
in truft of certain treafures in money, fome valu- 
able moveables, and feveral landed eftates, fot 
fupporting their own dignity, and the honourable 
maintenance of two thoufand perfons — his women, 
a numerous offspring and their dependents. The 
Nabob, on finding himfelf in deep arrears to his 
new mafters, was inftigated by the creatures, in 
whofe cuftody they had placed him, to extort, un- 
der a variety of pretexts, feveral large fums from 
his aged^ parent?, amounting in all to fix hundred 
and thirty thoufand pounds. They would not, 
however, pay the laft of thefe fums, but on cer- 
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taia terms* To fecure the fcanty remains of what 
had been folemnly bequeathed to them by the will 
of the late Vizier» that his ion, on no account 
whatever, ihould moled them by any further claims, 
and well knowing whence all his former exaidlona 
and feverities originated, they demanded that this 
family compad fhould be guaranteed by the go- 
vernor and counci l-<general. A treaty of this kind, 
involving thefe conditions, was accordingly ex- 
ecuted with every polbble formality, between the 
Nabob and his parents, and guaranteed by the 
Britifh refident at Oude, under the auth6rity, and 
with the exprefs confent of the.fupreme govern* 
menu 

Notwithftanding a covenant thus folemnly rati- 
fied, the facred inheritance of thefe venerable 
perfonages was ultimately alienated to gratify the 
rapacity of our countrymen. It was at Chunar# 
and during this vifit of the Nabob to Mr. Had- 
Ings, that a fecret treaty took place between them, 
which produced all thofe Infamous tranfatdions, to 
which the fubfequent diflionours of the royal family 
of Oude were owing. In this myderious negocia- 
tion, the Nabob was authorifed and dimulated to 
condfcate, for his own convenience, the patrimo- 
nial inheritance of his kindred, the very lands 
allotted for the fubfidence of his parents. The 
only equivalent allowed the perfons, thus robbed of 
their all, was a penfion, amounting only to the net 
rent of their refpeftive property. Nor did even 
this indulgence extend beyond the few for whom 

the 
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the Company were booati in the late treaty. No 
fecurity was ilipdated for the payment of the pen« 
ficMis, nor any compenfation provided for thofo 
who had none. The miferable pretext for this 
wanton violation of faith and duty was a right in 
the Nabob, which, according to the Mahommedan 
law, gave him a title, as it was alledged, to what 
he thus engaged to feize by force. A claim 
which, however equivocal, the governor-general 
eftablilhed, in diredt defiance to the obligation to 
which the Nabob had fo recently acceded and 
a(fled upon, without either fubmitting the matter 
to the confideration of the board, or apprifing the 
parties, thus perfonally injured, that they might 
have recourfe to whatever mode of redrefs their 
helplefs fituation would permit. A Britifh magiftraW 
even prollituted the facred commifiion of his»Bri- 
tannic Majefty, by ftooping at this very moment 
to the bafe employment of an informer, in colledfing 
a body of hear-fay evidence and vague report, in 
an exra-judicial capacity, for the purpofe of cover- 
ing the cruelties that were preparing as implements 
of extortion, by an attempt to convert two aged 
women of engaging in a plot for the depofition of 
their fon and fovereign, and the extirpation of the 
Englifii nation. 

Some feeble finagles of nature in the breaft of tho 
Vizier were the only obftacles which oppofod the 
execution pf this Inhuman proje<Et. But the gover- 
nor-general was not to be diverted from a purfuit 
thus advantageous, by the %ueamiib remon- 

F f ftrances 
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fl ranees of unavailing fenlibility. The relenting 
heart of a fon, againft involving the authors of his 
being in inamediate want, was not a confideration 
to be put in competition with the gratification of 
revenge, the requifitions of avarice, or the favage 
propenfities of a defpot. The Nabob propofed to 
feize the treafures of his mother, rather than be 
accelTary to an alienation of what he had fo lately 
and folemnly engaged to preferve. This alterna- 
tive was readily adopted, though it did not after- 
wards even prevent the refumption of thofe lands, 
in lieu of which it was offered. The outrages, 
perpetrated in accomplifliing thefe nefarious ob- 
je£ls, implicated fucli an excefs of cruelty, as ne- 
ver has been furpaffed fince the days of Claudius 
Nvo. The confidential fervants or minifters of 
thefe illuftrious females were feized, imprifoned, 
and treated like common felons. They remained 
in fetters for near twelve months, and owed their 
releafe at laft to the humanity of Mr. Briftow. It 
fired no better with the women of the Zenana, 
though they had been left to Mr. Haftings’ fpecial 
protecV.on by the dying requeft of the late Vizier. 
I’hey were flint up in the palace of Fyzabad, and 
guarded by a number of regular fepoys, under the 
rommand of an Englilh officer. After undergoing 
incredible hardlhips and infults, the fubfidy appro- 
propriated for their fubfiftence was diminiflied. 
'j J'e v K)(^n became in want of common peceffaries. 
Prcile 1 bv hunger and defpair, they baffied the af- 
t; iuiry of their guards, abandoned tlxeir apartments, 

and 
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a.nd, in a condit'on the moft abjc(5I and degrading 
to the fex in that country, burft into the market 
place. They were however inftantly remanded to 
the Haram, and the royal ofispring of Sujah ul 
Dowlah, the fecond prince in the empire of Indof- 
tan, were actually beat with bludgeons by a relent- 
lefs foldiery in the fervice of the Eaft India Com- 
pany. Nor will it be eafy to account for the cx- 
quifite dillrefs to which two thoufand perfons v/ere 
thus reduced, except on the fliocklng fuppolit'on, 
that a ferious delign had been fomewhere formed 
of ftarving them to death. 

Four regimeiys and one battalion of fepoys, 
three European companies, one of grena l.crs, one 
light infantry, one French rangers, fix companle'. of 
the Nabob’s body guards, and thirty arc;lLry-nien, 
were now afienibled under the ccunmand of Major 
Popham. Daily reinfo. ceiUv-nts were pouring in 
from every qunrter, and a force was hiiiiic Irately 
muftered, more than e]ual to diiy aT-my which the 
enemy could bring againfi the’m. 1 lie Rajah’s 
troops, regular and irregular, dia nut much exv.ecd 
feven thoufand elfeilive iiicn. A provligious rab- 
ble, haftily airembled by various chiefs in the neigh- 
bourhood, increafe'd the number, but added little 
to the ftrength of this unwiekly boely. d'he Ra- 
jah himfelf feems to have been totally unqualified 
for war. His officers were equally deftitute of a 
military education, his foldiers were without dif- 
cipline,’ and his councils were pufillanimous and 
undecifive. 
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He feemed fenfible, however, that he had to con* 
tend with troops greatly fuperlor to his own, and 
for that reafon was inclined to negociate rather 
than to fight. And, notwithifanding all his former 
attempts had utterly proved abortive, he renewed 
his application to the governor>generaI, whom he 
importuned by variety of letters, written in a ftile 
peculiarly abjeft. But he was ftill repul&d with 
an infolence, in proportion as he difcovered the 
mortification which it was natural to feel in that 
Rate of degradation to which he was reduced. 
Mr. Barnet and Cantoo Baboo, his prifuners, in- 
terceded for him, though without efFeA. Ma- 
ny of his letters we»'e it feems loft or deftroy- 
ed } they were faid to be all fubftantially the 
fame, and only replete with acknowledgments of 
fubmirtion, proteftations of innocence, and ftrong 
profelfions of fincerity for reconcilement. He de- 
clared in very folemn terms that he had no fhare 
in the maifacre at the palace ; that he had in no 
inftance been the aggreflbr j that all his fufferings 
were on his part unmerited ; and that he was ftill 
ready to prove his allegations ; to renew, to demon- 
ftrate, and to preferve his allegiance. He made 
no fcruple at the fame time of avowing the nu* 
merous and powerful refources on which he placed 
his laft dependence. Eameft as he evidently was 
in this critical correfpondence, the governor-gene- 
ral perfevered In that contumelious filence, which 
fo habitually charadlerizes the arrogance of the 
ftrong in their intercourfe with the weak. He was 

folici*- 
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f)HcItous only to make the Rajah fenlible of their 
different iituations ; that he had aifumed a language 
which in his circumiiances was rather prefumptuous 
than conciliating ; and that he did not yet appear 
fufficiently confcious of their prefent inequality. 

Haftings now found himfelf in a capacity to ac- 
complilh every object he had in view. 1 he troops, 
from various fuccefs in feveral fkirmilhes which had 
lately happened, and the reinforcements which 
were incelTantly increafing their number, were in 
high fpirits. The officers were all of tried bravery 
and /kill in tfaeif profeffion. The enemy were 
contemptible. The only impediments which feem- 
ed infuperable, were the ftrong places, which in 
general were ftill in the enemy’s polTeffion. Ramna- 
gur was however fuprifed by a ftratagem, con- 
ceived and carried into execution by the treachery 
and dexterity of a native. This was at one and 
the fame time to reduce Pateetah, and fecure the 
pafs of Suckroot. The enterprize at both places 
was equally fuccefsful. I'he Rajah found himfelf, 
notwithftanding the ftrength of the fort of Lutteef- 
pore, where he was. Involved in circumft ances of the 
moil; imminent peribnal danger. The pafs of Suck- 
root was barricaded In his rear, while Popham, at 
the head of a powerful body of forces, clofed him 
in front. I'hus befet, his only fafety depended 
upon iligljt ; but in what road or pailage could he 
efcape the vigilance of an enemy who had already 
penetrated tj^e inmoii recelTes of the mountains ! 
Kncouiagei however by a few of his moft faithful 

F f 3 and 
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and intrepid adherents, he had the good fortune 
to elude his purfuers, and, by a circuitoas fweep 
over a variety of hills and fwamps, he recovered 
the road fome miles beyond Suctroot. He then 
made his w'ay to Bedjeygur, with all the caution 
and expedition in his power. His misfortunes, 
brought in this manner to a crifis, extinguifhed in 
one moment all that rage for infurre£lion, which 
the commencement of his fufferings had occafioned 
and excited. The unwieldy multitude, after pil- 
laging the defencelefs inhabitants of Lutteefpore, 
clirperfed every man to his own'’home. The con- 
teftwas an end. Further exertions were deemed 
no lo g(*r necelTary than other booty and more ad- 
vu' tug*, s were expeded. To men in a ftate of 
vnlialagc, and a«5fing only from intereft, a change 
t)f mailers can be of little importance. 

la confequence of thel'e events, the country im- 
me 'll ely refumed its former tranquillity. The 
fai'r.cis, the ryots, the manufaiflurers, and the 
me -haaLs, returned from vi^ar and plunder to the 
p''av^-ril j.iirluits of humble induftry. Within a 
lew louis till- of the feene in the towns, 

the \j Irfg'.;. and the field', was totally changed. 
'J 1 c |''Oafin'ry, inftead of floching together in 
grot I'-, ph entci.rizcs of revenge, or exer- 
cifr.p, the iuqil-'inon'i. of deftruclion, were every 
V. ht-ru dilpeiied. and rc-cng''ged by tljeir feveral 
occupation-. Led on b/ no chief of fyllem or con- 
dv(?l, and dif 'ppointed by' his cataftrqphe, who of all 
Others they preferred, no objecd fufficiently gene- 
ral* 
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ral, important, or Lnterefting, remained to fti mu- 
late, combine, or dired their efforts. I'hus aban- 
doned by the deftiny of the unfortunate prince, in 
whofe behalf they abruptly flew to arms, they now 
as abruptly threw them down, aivl with one con- 
fent fuddcnly diflblvcd, juft as an arch tumbles 
when the key-ftone is removed, or a machine falls 
to pieces when the fpring that aiftuates it is de- 
ftroyed. I'o cherilh thefe Wv Icome fymptoms of 
reviving loyalty and fubmiflion, the gfn'ernor-ge- 
neral illlied a proclamation, offering the moft liberal 
indemnity to all ,who Ihould tender an immediate 
obedience to the Company’s authority. The only 
exceptions to the benefit of this general pardon 
.were the Rajah, Sujan Sing his brother, and 
Gofte Gunge, a town in which two foldiers had 
been barbaroufly murdered during the troubles. 

The Vizier Nabob having come to a final under- 
ftanding, concerning wlmt the governor-general 
meant his future condu^it to the princeiies his mo- 
ther and grand-mother Ihould be, returned to his 
own country, where the fpirit of infurrecdion con- 
tinued to rage with unabating violence. The na- 
tives, galled by the two-fold fervitude to whicji 
they w'ere neceflarily fubjetfted, from the double 
government or tyranny under which they groined, 
relinquilliing their charaileriftic patience and ti- 
midity, and provoked by an Inceflant repetition 
of frella infult, were every where in a flate of re- 
liffence and defpair. Thefw'armsof revenue officers 
who faflel?ed on every diftritft in Oade, w'ith the 
’ F 4 avidity 
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avidity of famine, and the cruelty of ouj: troops, 
who like the pedilence fpread havock and de&uc> 
lion wherever they were ftationary, had by this 
iime reduced the moft fiourilhing provinces in In- 
dia to a defert. In every village the bulinefs of 
exadion, at the point of the dagger, had been 
daily carried on for years. It had begun with the 
ryot, the petty earnings of whole indefatigable 
toil were openly violated with impunity. It ali- 
enated the Iftores of the wealthy, and the heritage 
of the great. It refpetled not the privileges of re- 
ligion, the diftin£lions of fex, the prelcriptions 
of rank. The prefent meafures of the Durbar 
were even in avowed defiance to the will of a 
prince whofe memory the whole kingdom of 
Oude ftill regarded with the fincereft reverence. 
They faw the fon and fucceflbrof Sujah ul Dowlah, 
funk Into a mere inftrument of oppreffion againfl; 
his own parents and kindred, in the hands of fo- 
reigners. And their exertions were direded ra- 
ther againft that authority which overwhelmed him 
than his own. It was now, however, impoffiblo 
to extricate him from the control of a power lb 
greatly his fuperior j and his dependence on the 
Company had become fo abfolute. that he could 
no longer ad for himfcif without ading at the fame 
time for them. The commotions therefore, which 
prevailed in every part of his dominions, fuppofed 
a diftindion, which he was not at liberty to avow, 
and pointed to an objed, which, as he was then 
circumiiaQced, it was at once his duty his in- 

tereft 
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ter^ to difclaim. Tiie policy under which be 
was m that account to hafien home, that 
the reviving profpeiity of the Company’s afhiics 
in the adjacent countries, co-operating with his 
prelence, might have its full efiedi In facilitating 
the re-eftablifhment of tranquillity, wherever a dif- 
poiition to rebel had appeared. 

The governor-general, having gone back to Be- 
nares, was necefTarily occupied for fbme time in 
fettling the arrangements of a new government. 
The next lineal heir of Bui want Sing, Mehiparain, 
fucceeded to th^ Rajahfhip. He was a grandfoa 
of that popular chief, by a daughter married to 
Doorgbljey Sing, ilill under age, and hb parents 
both alive. His father, under the title of Naib, 
was intrufted with the foie management of the 
public aifairs. The tribute of the zemindary to 
the Company was more than doubled, two hun- 
dred thoufand a year clear gain, beiides much 
booty, having accrued to the treafury of Bengal 
from this revolution. 

The tide of fuccefs, which has always and emi- 
nently attended our aifairs in India, began now to 
fwell. In two days after the flight of the Rajah, 
a flrong detachment of fepoys, under the command 
of Major Crawford, arrived in the camp from 
Dinapore. Colonel Hannay, who had been re- 
duced on the northern banks of the Dewa to the 
greateft* difficulty, had received the moft feafon- 
able and efFedlual relief from the addrels of Major 
Naylor, Yhe multitude who had revolted in that 
* country 
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country were difperfed, and the troubles they occa- 
fioned in a great meafure began to fubfide. Futteh 
Shaw was at the fame time driven out of the Sarum 
circat, where he had maintained for fome time a 
fort of independence, in defiance of all the efforts 
of government. News of a feparate peace and 
treaty of alliance and friendfhip having been con- 
cluded between Colonel Muir and SincTia, the 
great Marratto chief, arriving at this moment, fen- 
fibly heightened the pleafure fo naturally produced 
by a fucceflion of fuch fortunate events. • 

Popham, confiderably ftrengthened by frclb 
troops, in high fpirlts from the numerous advan- 
tages his forces had obtained in every encounter 
with the enemy, and excited by the profpeil of 
immence booty, advanced with the army in pur- 
fuit of the Rajah to Bedjeygur. It was the envied 
depofitary of his father’s treafures, his own, and 
thofe of his family. It is fituated not far from the 
frontiers, about fifty miles to the louth-eaft of 
Chunar. 1 he fort is on the top of a folid rock, 
which rifes in a perpendicular dire<51ion feven hun- 
dred and forty-five feet above the level of the ad- 
joining countries. Next to the impregnable fort of 
Gualier, it was univerfally deemed the ftrongeft in 
India ; but the flrength of the one appeared to 
Cheit Sing no adequate fecurity againft the con- 
queror of the other. He therefore abandoned the 
fort with precipitation on Popham’s approach. 
Much of his treafure was unavoidably left behind, 
with his women, his mother, and his wife, who ftill 

remained 
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remained in Bedjeygur with no contemptible gar- 
rifon. He took with him, however, above three 
hundred thoufand pounds in cafli, befides jewels to 
an immenfe value; being, as was alledged,'all 
that the elephants and camels, in his immediate 
poflellion, were capable of carrying away. 

In this manner, and in direct violation of all the 
moft facred engagements, by which nations and 
men are bound together or united in reciprocal ob- 
ligation, did Mr. Haftings accomplilh the expul- 
lion of a prince polTefTing all the legal authority of 
his country, exerciling all the rights, and performing 
all the duties of its internal government ; who 
coined money, colIeCfeJ the revenues, adminiftered 
juftice, and even kept up a military force for hk 
own defence. He was fubjeil to the governor- 
general and council, only on certain ftipulated 
terms, and on the fame terms tntiiled to the pro- 
teJlion of their government. And in a variety of 
treaties, as authentic and explicit as the ordinary 
forms of human tranfaiSlions can render them, the 
public faith, at Mr. Haftings’ own immediate in- 
ftance, was folemnly pledged, that no future en- 
croachments whatever fhould, under the Com- 
pany’s authority, be made on his rights. 1 hefe 
feeble barriers, however, were foon broke down, 
when the wrath of a defpot was to be indulged. 
The Rajah, from the accefs of his attachment to 
the Company, on the report of Mr. Haftings' re- 
ftgnation^ and the acceflion of a new governor- 
general 10 that important iituation, had prema- 
turely 
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torely announced his fatisfa<5tion in an event, which 
it was conceived would have then been generally 
acceptable in India. This was conftrued into an 
inftance of the greateil peribnal difreipe£l at the 
time, and cheriihed with adiduity as a mod hei- 
nous oflence, until fuch an opportunity might 
offer as it could be refented in a manner the moft 
confpicuous and effedlual. In confequence of this 
petty affront, the Rajah was profcribed, and the 
fanguinary refolution adopted of felling the Com- 
pany’s fovereignty of Benares to the l^abob of 
Oude, oc difpoffefling the Rajah of his territo- 
ries, or feizing his forts, and plundering them of 
treafure to the amount of five hundred thoufand 
pounds. And fo determined was he in the w'ork of 
deflru61ion which he had thus proje£led, that he 
actually rejected the fum of two hundred thoufand 
pounds, tendered by the Rajah for his redemption, 
rather than the extremities he meditated fhould not 
be literally put in execution. 

Meafures of feverity, adopted without any re- 
gard to the fundamental rules of juftice or equity, 
are generally extended in the accomplifliment, ac- 
cording to the wild and lawlefs principle in which 
they originate. Now that Cheit Sing had relin- 
quithed all further oppofition to the authority of the 
governor-general, and finally abandoned the coun- 
try of Benares, and all the privileges coqneflcd 
with the government of it, that even his adherents 
began to avail themfelves of the pardon, offered in 
the late proclamation, and the turbulence of the 

infurgents 
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lofurgents was for the moft part at an end, it was 
natural to expeA that the paflions conne<5te^ with 
all thefe difturbances would have fubtided, in pro> 
portion as the caufes that produced them were re* 
moved. He fent, notwlthftandlng, a bodj o( 
troops againil the caftle fiedjeygur, where the 
mother of Cheit Sing, his wife, a perfon of ami* 
able manners and lingular worth, and all the other 
women of the Rajah’s family, and that of his fa- 
ther, had fixed their refidence. Without attempt- 
ing to prove, and only pretending that whatever 
thel'e innocent people pofleffeJ was the property of 
the Rajah, he refalved to involve them in the fate 
of Cheit Sing, to treat them as rebels, and without 
accufation or jury, or trial, to force their afylum, 
and confifcate their treafure. I'he orders ilTued for 
this purpofe were cruel and barbarous, as they 
w'ere peremptory and fpccific. “ If the reports 
“ brought to me,” fays he, “ are true, your re- 
jefling her offers, or any negociatiuns with 
her, w'ould foon obtain you poffeliton of the 
fort upon your own terms. I apprehend that 
fhe will contrive to defraud the captors of a con- 
liderablc part of the booty, by being fuffered to 
“ retire without examination. I fhould be very forry 
«* that your officers and foldiers loft any part of 
** the reward to which they are fo well entitled.” 
Notwithftanding the ardour of the troops and 

the /kill of the officers, the difficulties which jtt- 

• - 

tended the li.ge of Bedjeygur protracted it nearly 
to the middle^of November. By that time they 

had 
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liad proceeded fo far by fap, that amine was ready 
to fpringy which they hoped would enable them 
to ftorm the place. The mother of the Rajah, 
who pafTeiTed the entire command, was confe- 
quently induced to furrender the fort by capitu- 
lation, The only terms which in thefe circum- 
ftances flie could obtain from a mercenary power, 
iluihed with fuccefs and eager after treafure, wa.s, 
to be allowed fifteen per cent, on the ejfefts in 
the fort, to refide in the country, or follow her 
fon, as Ihe might incline, and in either cafe to be 
afforded entire protection. 

Even thefe terms, hard as* they w'^ere, and 
granted with a harfhnefs and illiberality, which 
even the laws of war prohibit among civilized na- 
tions, were groflly violated. The women, w'ho re- 
figned themfelves with confidence to ihofe officers 
W'hofe faith was pledged to proteCt them from infult, 
were yet abandoned to the fearch of the foldiery, 
who ufed them with incivility and rudenefs, and 
even ftript them of their neceflaries. This bruta- 
lity was at Icaft obliquely authorized in a letter 
from Mr. Haftings to Popham, w^here he hints his 
apprehenfion that thefe unfortunate w'omen might 
be treated with an improper excefs of delicacy 
from the gallantry of brave men. How deteflable 
muft that government be, in which the fofter ties 
of nature have no proteCfion; where the common 
vidims of cruelty are the innocent, the fair, and 
the defencclefs ; and w'here all thofe tender confi- 

dcrations 
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derations which have been refpe^Ied in all focie- 
tles, and by all the heroes in the world, are in- 
iulted, and without eife 61 ! 

Thus were our forces in full pofleflion of all 
thofe riches, which had been fo long an objeft of 
the ftrongeft folicitude to the governor-general. 
I'hefe however, indead of converting to the pur- 
pofes of public utility, or applying to the urgent 
neceffiiies of the ftate, he was a nxious'to appropriate 
reward for thofe military exertions, by which his 
perfonal refentments had been fo abundantly gra- 
tified. His letter to the commander in chief, 
during the fiege^, was conftrued by the officers on 
the fpot as fufficiently authenticating this difpofi- 
tion of the fpoil. It w’as perhaps not unnatural to 
prefer on this occafion the defire of the troops to 
the exigence of the Company, in confequence of 
executing, in fuch a mnfterly manner, a plan of 
operations which the governor-general had fomuch 
at heart. Theofficeis, aware however that even his 
authority, circumftanccd as he now was, might 
not ultimattly reali/c their cxpeTations. unani- 
moufly refolved to diiftibutc oa the fpot the fpoil 
which fell into their hands. And this refolution, 
which nut the money in their pockets beyond the 
pofiibilit) of a tc’mburtenient, they literally exe- 
cuted the fecond diy after the capture of the fort. 
I'he treafurc in ca'h', which was then ac^uallyTeized, 
amounted to tv. cnt^-five lacks. Gieut quantities 
of the rioheft mjrchandue, rubles, diamonds, eme- 
ralds. 
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tal4s» and other precious dones» Co an immeoie 
value, were at the fame time fecurecL* 

The council were far fr(»a actjulefclng in this 
diftribution of the Rajah’s treafbrei It was repug- 
nant to their expectations, and indeed to the or- 
ders of their fuperiors. They confequently ar- 
rainged it as a meafure which might be fblbwed 
by the word confequences. The refolutions which 
they palled on the fubjeCI ftrongly marked their 
dilTatisfaCtion. Thele were, that the governor- 
general had not either formally or by conftruc- 
tion difclaimed, as reprefentative of the Company, 
their right to the booty found in the fort ; that 
the temerity of the olHcers in appropriating it was 
a proof that they did not confider themfelves fufli- 
cimtly fecure by any other claim; that tha 
acquiefcence of government in fuch a meafure 
might edablilh a dangerous precedent ; and that 
they could not relinquilh the Company’s right, 
but would bring the quedion to a legal decifion. 
They were, however, dedrous that the oihcers 
would fubmit the w'hole to the decilion of the 

• The dividend which took place in the army of this booty, 
which in caih amounted to three hundred and twelve thoufand 
pounds and upwards, was 


To the commander in chief — 

— £• 36750 

To each of the majors 

5619 

To each captain an item more thap 

— — - 3000 

To native oiEcers, a very diiproportionate ihare 

To each fepoy 

. 6 


B. Two thirds of the cafb were at leaft fuppoied to be dii-- 
poled of in this manner. 


board. 
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board. In that cafe, it was promifed to put the 
moft liberal c(»ttra£bon on the lette#of the go* 
vernor-genera]* irhich they had urged in their 
own vindication. It was at the fame rime recom- 
mended that they ihould accommodate the treafury 
with a loan, upon the ufiial terms, of their refpec- 
tive (hares, excepting fo much as they would de- 
clare upon their honour was necelfary to fupply 
their perfonal wants. They were required to give 
in an anfwer to this requilition in a given time, 
and formally apprlfed that a failure would be con- 
iidered by the board as a difobcdlcnce of orders, 
and proceeded upon accordingly. 

Thus ended the memorable tranfaftions of the 
governor-general at Benares, in the year 1781. 
Thefe feem to have been undertaken at the infti* 
gation of his own feelings, which he conceived 
wounded beyond forgivenefs by the conduif of 
this unfortunate prince, and of whofe temerity or 
inadvertence he took this fignal vengeance, as an 
example to all the other great landholders under 
the Company’s government. But if the urgent ne- 
cedities of the date arc to be admitted as an apo- 
logy for fuch outrages, it is an inftance in point, 
how very abortive the feverities of defpotifm are ; 
for the Rajah found means to carry away the 
greateft part of hb treafure, and the remainder 
was immediately eSnverted, by the army, into 
booty. . 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Appearance of a French Fleet before Madras — Turfue'd, 
and fame of the Carevof captured by Sir Edward 
Hughes — Partial Fight — The Enemy haul their PTind 
and are out of Sight in the Morning — The SuUan and 
MagnammCt from England^ join Sir Edward'—A 
bhody Asian on the Coa3 of C^lon — Confequences ef 
thefe Asians — Abingdon’s Succefs — Peace concluded 
with the Marrattos — Hurricane — Famine — Ope- 
rations of the Army on the Coaji cf Malabar — Onore 
Jlormcd — Hyder’s Death — Canara invaded — Dif- 
ccntents in the Amy — Mangalore — Panic in Cun- 
dapore — General Matthews capitulates— ‘Fate of the 
General and Officers — Ihe French Auxiliaries refufe 
to fight againd the Englijh — Sir Eyre Coote eUes at 
Madras — Succejfes in the Coimbatour Country — Laffi 
Naval ASion between the French and Englijh Fleets 
— Cejfation of Hodilities. 

Wh I L £ Mr. Hailing*; exerted the power of 
the Company in cruihing fome of their moil valua> 
ble dependents in the extremities of Bengal, the 
French meditated an utter extincStion of their inte- 
reHon the coaft of Coromandel. When Admiral Sip 
Edward Hughes, after taking Trincomale, arrived 
in the Madras Road, he w^s informed by Lord 
Macartney, the governor, that a French fleet, 
amounting to thirty fail in all, had appeared on 
the coaft, captured feveral Ihips, and w^ere then 
fuppoieJ nut above twenty leagues the north* 

ward. 
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vard. Our fquadron confided only of fix fail oi 
the line, and had been Ib long at fea, that the 
ihips were neceflkrlly much out of repair. Their 
crews were debilitated by ficknt;fs, and they re- 
quired large fupplies of $refii provifionsJ In this 
condition, and expofed in the open road to the at- 
tack of an enemy fo greatly fuperior, the admiral’s 
fituation was peculiary critical. He was, however, 
fortunately reinforced, on the day following fuch 
alarming intelligence, by the arrival of Captain 
Alms, in the Monmouth of 64, accompanied by 
the Hero of 74, and the Ifis of 50 guns. 

Every difpatch'was adopted and no timelod for 
rendering the fleet, in fome meafure, fit for acflual 
fervice, or in a ftate of preparation to meet the 
enemy. Sir Eyre Coote, with his ufu.il attention 
and alacrity, fupplied the Ihips with three hundred 
officers and men. But notwithfianding this expe- 
dition, before the equipment was complete, the 
French fleet, confifting of twelve fail of the line, 
including the Englifti Hannibal, and another fifry- 
gun-fhip, fix frigates, eight large tranlports, and 
fix captured veflels, appeared fuddenly in offing on 
the fifteenth of February. M. de Suffrein, who 
had fucceeded to the command on the death of M. 
de Orves, not knowing till now the accelfion of 
firength which the Englifh fleet had jufl received, 
and finding he had nine inflead of five fhips, which 
he expe6Wd to encounter, abandoned his intention 
of attack } and fuddenly weighing anchor, about 
four in the ^ernoon, flood off to the fouthward. 

G g 2 A pur* 
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A purfuit on the part of the Britifli inftantly took 
place, which continued all night. It was obferved, 
about day- break, that the enemy were now in fe- 
parate diredions, their twelve line of battle Ihips, 
With the frigate, bearing eaft of the Britifh fleet, 
rt-d ribout four leagues diftant, while the other 
fiig''tcs with the tian'poris, not more than three 
league^ rt-head, made diredlly for Pondicherry. 
'I h onl) infallible mode of bringing on an aftion 
in thi I'e circumftances, was to throw out the fignal^ 
for a general chafe to the fouth-w^eft, as ^he French 
admiral would undoubtedly endeavour torefeue his 
convoy, and no fuperiority of' number and force 
could deter Sir Ldward from appealing to this iffue. 
Our fleet foon captured fix veflels, five of which 
were Englifh prizes, newly taken, with their crews 
on boaid. I'he fixih was the Laurifton, a tranf- 
port of 1 300 tons burthen. Its cargo confified of 
a fine train of artillery, intended as a prefent to 
% der ; a large quantity of gunpowder j a complete 
alfortment of other military ftores j a number of 
land officers, and three hundred foldiers, from the 
regiment of Laufanne. The great difadvantage 
under which the fleet laboured, for want of fri- 
gates, was now feverely felt. A few of thefe muft 
have fecured the whole of this valuable convoy j 
moft of which, on that account, were abandoned 
in the very moment, almofi, of being captured. 
For the French fleet, anxious to defeat the fuccefs 
of fo rcafterly a manoeuvre, inftantly bore down 
for the .prefervation of their cU^voy. This 

, obliged 
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obliged our admiral to recal his fhips, to order 
the prizes which had been taken for Negapa- 
tam, and to make head with all the expedition 
poliible againft the enemy. Unequal adverfe 
winds and hazy weather kept the hoftile fleets apart 
for fome time, and put- the nautical fcience and 
acutenefs of both commanders fufliciently to the 
trial. The wind, irregular and uncertain as it 
feemed, ftill blew in favour of the enemy ; and 
notwithftanding all the fkill, experience and a<Eli- 
vity of Sir Edward, he was at laft forced into 
adion'on very disadvantageous terms. Wayward 
as thefe circumftances were, he refolutely threw 
out the fignal to form the line of battle a -head. 
Eight of the enemy’s beft (hips were confequently 
enabled to direct their whole attack on five of the 
Englilh, of which the Ifis of fifty guns was one. Four 
of our ableft fhips, the Eagle, Monmouth, Wor- 
cefter, and Burford, under the moft approved com- 
manders, were idle fpe(51ators in the van, without 
a pollibility of affording the leaft affiftance. The 
Superbe of feventy-four guns, in which Sir Edward 
was, formed the central Ihip. The Hero, of the 
fame force, commanded by Captain Wood ; the 
Ifis, Lumley ; the Monarca, Gill, of lixty-eight ; 
and Exeter of fixty-four j the latter commanded by 
Commodore King arsd Captain Reynolds; were the 
four below. The Exeter being the fternmoft, an 1 
a bad faflor, was confiderably feparated fn m h?r 
fecond a-head. Three of the enemy Infiantly b'^re 
down upon^er, and commenced a furious attack. 

Gg 3 The 
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7'he admiral, in the Superbe, was, at the fame 
time, befet with equal vehemence and force, Thefe 
■were the two fhips which the enemy feemed chiefly 
intent to difable. But after fuftaining thefe fevere 
attacks for two hours, and not a little crippled, a 
fquall of wind accidentally blowing frefli in their 
favour, it became their turn to make the attack. 
7'he a^ion was confequentiy returned with fuch 
vigour and effe<ft, that in twenty-five minutes, and 
juft as it began to grow dark, the French fhips 
within their reach, having fuffered mutfh damage, 
fuddenly hauled their wind, an<} the whole fqua- 
dron ftood off to the north-eaft. The two ftilps in 
our fleet, which ftood the brunt of the a^iion, were 
almoft reduced to a wreck. A conftant and prodi- 
gious fire had been poured in upon both, from all 
dire£\ions, during the whole aflion. Captain 
Stephens in the Superbe, and Captain Reylands in 
the Exeter, two officers of diftinguiftied merit, 
were killed. We loft thirty-two men, and ninety- 
five were wounded. Thirry of the former, and 
eighty-feven of the latter, were in the Superbe, the 
Exeter, and the Hero. The lituation of the Ex- 
eter, while the bloody conflict continued, was 
awful and perilous in the extreme. Every frelh 
broadfide was expedled to decide her fate. The 
thunder of the enemy, from three fhips of the line 
clofing round her, and taking a fteady aim, as at a 
dead mark, was inceftant and tremendous. Vhe cool 
intrepidity and compofure of the commodore, in 
the midft of a feene thus dreadful, was fingularly 
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ouoiiiianding and exemplary. While the fight 
raged with Increafing fury, he was almoft blinded 
by the blood and mangled brains of Captain Rey< 
lands, which were dafhed ov'er him by a cannon 
ball. The mailer came to him foon after, and 
aiked what he ihould do with a ibip which already 
was in the moil ihattered condition, as two of 
the enemy were already bearing down upon her. 

There is nothing to be done,” faid he, coolly, 
“ but to fight her till ihe finks.” 

Such was the fituation to which the Superbe and 
the Exeter had been reduced by this encounter, 
that it was duenaed neceiTary to proceed to Trinco- 
male, where only that damage could l}e repaired. 
This bufinefs, however, was eifeifled fo cxpedi- 
tiouily, that the fquadron appeared before Madras 
by the middle of March, without having either 
heard or feen the enemy. The admiral was re- 
turning to Trincomale, with a reinforcement of 
troops, and a fupply of ilorcs for that garrifon, 
when he was joined by the Sultan and Magnanime 
ihips of war, of fevcnty four-guns each, from Eng- 
land. Though the crews inboth thefe (hips were fick- 
Jy and fcorbutic, anxious to receive and cover the 
convoy with troops and ilores from home, he per- 
fevered in his courfe with an Intention of neither 
feeking nor ihunning the enemy. The French, 
however, knowing of the convoy, and wilhing to 
cut it •off, or prevent the jumSlion, appeared alfo 
in the north-eafl quarter, and to leeward of the 
Englllb,^ 6n the eighth of April. Both fleets con- 
. G g 4 tinued 
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tinued in this relative pofition during that and fhe 
three following days ; but Sir Edward Hughes 
having reached the coaii of Ceylon, about fifteen 
leagues to windward of Trincomale, bore away 
diredly for that place. This was unfortunate for 
the Engliih fieet, as the enemy gained the wind in 
the night, which enabled them to bear down upon 
our rear in the morning. Sir Edward immediately 
made a iignal for the line of battle a-head, on 
the {larboard tack, two cables afunder, while the 
enemy were within fix miles, and the wind in the 
fame quarter, with time, place, and circumftances 
all in their favour. Our Ihips were cramped by a 
lee-lhore, a fuperior enemy, and an adverfe wind. 
'J'hree hours were fpent in manoeuvring. Five 
fail, which compofed the enemy’s van, -ftretched 
forward to engage that of the Englifh, while the 
admiral, with other feven fhips of the line, bore 
down upon the Superbe, and her two feconds, the 
Monmouth and Monarca. Two feven ty-four-gun 
fhips ruftied within piftol-fhot of the Superbe, and 
engaged her with fo much fiercenefs and execution, 
that the general opinion was, they meant to have 
boarded and carried her by a coup-de-main. This 
furious onfet lafied about ten minutes, w'hen the 
French admiral, having received fo much da- 
mage from the deluge of fire returned by the Su- 
prbe, made room for the (hips which came to 
fupply his place, and ftood on the tack •of the 
Montnouth, which was already equally engaged. 
The battle raged with inconceivable '“^ercenefs, 

• par- 
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particularly in the center, where the admi- 

ral refiRed, with the charaAerlilic iirmnefs and in- 
trepidity of a Brittih feaman, fuperior number and 
force. The Monmouth at laft, about three o’clock, 
having fuftained, with unparalleled fortitude, the 
united fire and attack of two (hips, the one of 
equal and the other of fuperior metal, befides the 
palling fire of a third, firft loft her mizen, and then 
her main-mafi : She accordingly fell out of the line 
to leeward. The enemy, made a defperate effort 
to carry her off, but were driven back by the pro- 
digious fire of the Monarca and the Sultan. Out 
admiral was difappointed in expc.^^ing the wind, as 
ufual, to change in the afternoon j he was there- 
fore obliged, forty minutes paft three, that his 
fhips might not be entagled by the fhore, to make 
a iignal for wearing and hauling their wind in a 
line of battle a-head, and fighting the enemy dur- 
ing the whole evolution. Both fleets feemed equally 
folicitous for the prefent to gain anchor. The 
French admiral had been early obliged to Ihtft his 
flag j and the La Fine, of forty guns, fell fo 
clofely on board the Ifis, that Ihe ftruck her 
colours to Captain Lumley ; though, from the dis- 
abled condition of that Ihip and the darknefs of 
the night, fhe effe<fted her efcape. Indeed the 
condition of both flpets were fo nearly the fame, 
that iimilar apprehenfions were entertained by each 
of a frelh attack in the morning. The French, 
however, had not loft any of their lower mails, 
which was fif great advantage in refitting ; whereas 

the 
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the Moomouth could only be repaired ia a good 
harbour, and with new mails. 

The two admirals watched the motions of each 
other for fome days. The French on the nine- 
teenth flood out to fea, and made a feint, as if 
they meant an immediate attack : But, perceiving 
the htuation of the Britiih line, they inilantly Hood 
cailward by the wind, and before evening were 
quite out of light. The admiral, having refitted 
the Monmouth with jury-mafl<;, proceeded the 
£}urth day after to Trincomale, where ‘the fqua- 
dron was repaired with the utmofl diligence, as 
their fervice was become Hill more urgent than 
ever. Thus ended one of the moH fierce and 
bloody engagements that happened during the war. 
I'he flaughter of men in the Monmouth was equal 
to the havock of the fhip : No lefs than forty-Hve 
were killed, and a hundred and two wounded— 
a full third of her whole crew ! The maflerly con- 
duit of Captain Alms, in a Htuation thus critical, 
was peculiarly exemplary. His recolleflion of thk 
brave aftion was however imbittered by the lofs 
of his fon, who', having been made a lieutenant in 
the admiral’s fhip, fell the fame day, in a noble 
emulation of his father’s bravery. The French 
Heet proceeded immediately to Batakalo, a Dutch 
fort on the ifland of Ceylon, yvhere they continued 
to repair and equip their fhattered fhips until the 
month of June. Their lofs of men was Irated by 
ihemfelves at one hundred and thirty-nine killed, 
«nd three hundred and Hxty-four woundpd. 

' Thefe 
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Tbefe events, with all the misfortunes that at- 
tended them, gave a moft advantageous impreffion 
of our Arength on the continent of India. A fuf- 
ficient naval force to crulh effeflually that of the 
EngUfh, excepting feme artillery and engineers, 
was probably all the aid expelled or defired by Hy- 
der Ally from the French : His chief folicitude was 
to annihilate our refources, a*s he knew every thing 
muA then be at his own difpofal. He muA confe- 
quently have fuAered inconceivable mortification to 
fee the French, with fo great an apparent fuperiority 
in the number fif their Aiips and men, not daring 
to attack the EngUAi, but even purfued by them ; 
a convoy under their prote^on captured } and, with 
every pofiible advantage, effeifling only a drawn 
battle. His hopes of taking Madras, of depofing 
the Nabob of Arcot, and of placing Tippoo Sultan 
in polTeffion of the Carnatic, were by thefe circum- 
Aances rendered as remote and improbable as ever. 

The blockade of Tellichery, on the Malabar 
coaA, however, Aill continued, and the Arength 
and number of the enemy increafed ; but, unequal 
to a regular fiege, were content with clofely 
Aiuttlng up the place, and depending on famine 
or other diArefs to fupply the want of military fkill. 
The few works they ere£led were fortified by a 
camp at ibme diAance. Major Abingdon, having 
arrived from Bombay with a confiderable reinforce- 
ment of troops, determined to attempt the dif« 
lodgement of the enemy, and open a communica- 
tion of 4he town with the country. His move- 
ments 
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ments deceived the enemy into fuch a ftate of fc- 
curity as confiderably facilitated his defigns. Hav- 
ing drawn fuch part of the garrifon as could be 
fpared, without notice, into his camp, he furprifed 
and carried their feveral pofts before day on the 
morning of the eighth of January [1782]. Not 
allowing a moment for the enemy to recover their 
confufion, he ftormed their camp as foon as it was 
light, and completely routed them. Sados Cawn, 
their commander, retired with his family, and a 
chofen party of his friends and beft troopS’, into a 
caftle fcooped on the fide of a hilj, and poffefled 
of no other ^alls thin fuch as were formed of the 
living rock. Notwithftanding a vigorous and manly 
defence, this brave man and his party were torn 
from their afylurti, though bomb-proof, and made 
prifoners, I'hefe operations produced confidcra- 
ble fpoil, confining of artillery, military ftores, 
and feveral elephants. The town was relieved, 
and the coafi for feveral miles on both fides entirely 
cleared of the enemy. Hyder’s pofleffions on this 
coaft being acquired partly by conqueft and partly 
by fraud, the Nairs, native princes, and nobility, 
who had fuffered feverely in an ineffeftual ftruggle 
for the prefervatipn of their ancient independence, 
were ftill exceedingly difaffetned to his govern- 
ment. He was confequently anuch vexed and 
alarmed at our fuccefs in thefe parts, which were 
the dearer to him from their vicinity to the rich 
kingdoms of Canara and Myfore, the gr^eat fources 
of his wealth and power. 


This 
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This fevere blow was, however, foon and amply 
retaliated on the fouthem army. Thefe troops, 
under the command of Colonel Braithwaite, appear 
to have been deftined for the proteftion of Tan* 
jore and the neighbouring provinces. Sir Eyre 
Coote had, early in the year, made every elfort 
in his power to reprefs,by the prefence of the army 
under his command, the defigns of the French and 
Hyder Ally on the fide of Pondicherry. But he 
was utterly incapable of fuch a movement by the 
want of. draught cattle and carriages. He was alfo 
detained, in fome degree, in expe<5iing the refult of 
an application which he had made to the governor- 
general and council of Bengal, for reftoring his 
authority over the fouthern troops, that he might 
be able to dire<Si their co-operation in fuch a man- 
ner as would equally facilitate his own, and coun* 
tera«Sl the movements of the enemy. Braithwaite 
encamped on the banks of the Coleroon, which 
forms the northern boundary of the Tanjore king- 
dom. His forces confifted of two thoufand veteran 
infantry, two hundred and fifty cavalry, and thir- 
teen field pieces. His fituation was in an open 
plain, which muft have expofcd him exceedingly 
to the enemy’s cavalry ; but feveral large and deep 
rivers which lay between him and Hyder, who 
was at a confiderable diftance, apparently fecured 
him againfl any furprife. Tippoo Saib, apprifed 
of thefe circumftances, determined to furmount 
them, and cut off this detachment as he had done 
that undSr Baillic. He was accompanied in this 

enter- 
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enterprise by Monf. Lally, and four hqndred 
French. His own forces were twenty thoufand 
fbrong, one half of whom were cavalry. With this 
formidable army and twenty pieces of cannon, he 
fuddenly furrounded Braithwaite'$ corps, which 
could not be fuppofed in any degree prepared to 
re£ft a force fo greatly fuperior. The a^ion, 
aotwithRanding, was fierce and tremendous. It 
comnoenced on the fixteenth, and was not decided 
till the eighteenth of February [1782]. During 
twenty-fix hours of thefe three days, an unre- 
mittted fire of cannon and final! arms was fup-» 
ported on both fides. Neither furplife nor ^danger 
were attended with their ufual efiefis on this gal- 
lant party or their leader. Their courage and 
a^ivity never once forfook them } and he, though 
feverely wounded and bleeding exceflively, would 
not withdraw from the Icene for a moment. At- 
tacked with equal vigour from all fides, he threw 
his detachment into a hollow fquare, with his thir- 
teen field pieces interfperfed in its faces, and his 
final! body of cavalry in the center, that he might 
prefent a front ip every attack. Thus were they 
exhibited in the midfi of a large fquare, as a mark, 
to which the immenfe army that furrounded them 
dire^ed an incefiant and uatverfal fire. It was in- 
tended by a violent cannonade on all fides to make 
a breach in fome part of the line* and then, ruihing 
impetuoully with the cavalry, to complete the 
confufion that circumfiance w'ould occafion. But 
all the vigour and addrels of the enemy svere inca- 

^ pable 
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pal^ of making any impreditn on the Engliih 
fepoys, who withftood fuch exertions in the afpeA 
of inevitable deftrudlon, as would have put the 
conilancy and the difcipline of the bel^ European 
troops to the teft. ^ Not Araluing the number of lives 
he might facrifice to the fuccefs of an enterprize fo 
grateful to his ambition, and expe<^ng his cavalry 
to break in at Ibme point or other, Tippoo led them 
repeatedly and with the greateft ardour to the 
charge. They advanced with fury, but received 
fuch powerful fliowers of grape and mufquetry 
fhot as deflroyed them by fhoals. The Britilb 
cavalry from the>fquare, Allying at that moment, 
purfued them with heavy and unrefifted execution 
to a proper diftance, and then returned to their 
former ftations. On the third day, after the num- 
bers of thefe brave men were greatly thinned, the 
furvivors worn down with wounds and fatigue, and 
Tippoo Saib’s intention of trampling down our in- 
fantry was fo effeiSlually defeated, that no poffible 
means could bring his cavalry to the refolution of 
ever making one charge up to the lines, M, 
Lally, at the head of his four hundred Europeans, 
marched with fixed bayonets to the attack of that 
fide which was moft expofed, or feemed the 
weakeft. He was fupported by feveral battalions 
of the enemy’s beft infantry, and flanked by pro- 
digious numbers of 'cavalry, while their whole ar- 
tillery poured in frelh columns of fire upon each 
of the other three faces, which at the fame time 
were refpeiiively menaced with dreadful bodies of 

horie. 
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iiorfe, prepared to ruih in upon them the momeni; 
any change in their pofition took place. Our es- 
haufted fepoys in that front, unable to repulfe the 
vigorous onfetof fuch a body of Europeans coming 
frefli into adion, and confident qf fuccefs from the 
vaft'army that fupported them, were inftantly 
broken, and the carnage that enfued by the fury 
and rapidity of the cavalry was excelfive. Lally 
loft not a moment in putting a flop to the effufion 
of blood, by ifluing orders which his own corps 
readily obeyed. The ferocity of the natives ren- 
dered them lefs traftable, five of whom were faid 
to have fallen by his own hand, ‘in an attempt to 
reftrain their barbarous impetuofity. No fooner 
was the dreadful llaughter at an end, than he pre- 
vailed upon Tippoo Saib to intruft him with the 
charge of the prifoners. They were treated, efpe- 
cially the officers and wounded, with a generolity 
which is the infeparable companion of legitimate 
courage ; and his humanity in the field was even 
furpafled by his kind attentions in the camp to the 
men whom only his gallantry could fubdue. The 
beft foldiers and the braveft men are ever the moft 
merciful. In this cataftrophe, we loft many an ex- 
cellent officer i and of the whole who were prefent, 
one only efcaped without a wound. They loft 
every thing but their honour, and were deftined to 
fufTer the miferiesof a long and cruel imprifonment 
in the capital of Myfore. 

All the countries to the fouthwaid were now laid 
open to the defigns of the enemy, white the move- 
ments 
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meats of the Engliih general northwar4 were nqt 
only clofely watched by Hyder's main ariny, but 
exceedingly impeded for want of much neceflary 
military apparatus. During thisftatc: of imbecility 
on the one fide, and vigorous a( 51 Ivity on the other, 
the firft divifion of that great force, which under 
the Marquis de Bufly was intended for the fubver- 
fion of the Englifh power in India, were, fome 
time in the month of March, difembarked by 
SufFrein at Pondicherry. Thefe foon elfeciing a 
junction with a confiderable body of Hyder's 
forces, the combined arnr.y marched in full con- 
fidence to befiege Cuddalore. And Captain Hughes, 
the commander, found himfelf under a neceffityof 
capitulating on the eighth of April. Permacoil foon 
fhared the fame fate, and the whole of the enemy’s 
furces, under the dire<Slion of Hyder in perfon, 
pointed their march towards Yandewaih. It wis 
now that Sir Eyre Coote expedled to have met the 
enemy in the field. His movements originated in 
that conviftion : And he polTeircd himfolf, without 
delay, of the ftrongeft pofition he could feleft, for 
the proteflio.n of fo important a fortrefs. Deceived 
in this conclufion, he determined To feek him on 
his own ground, not fufpe£l'.ng it po.Ti le that the 
enemy, thus flrongly reinforced, could fubmit to 
the purfuit of fo inferior an army. Irv this opinion 
he pufhed on two da^'S march to Hyder’s camp, 
who was not however to be furprifed from the 
Ariffeft a&herence to that wary fyftem he had now 
adopted. He therefore fecured his retreat to a poft 

H h in 
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in the red hills, whicli he well knew could not be at- 
tacked with any probability of fuccels. His ma*- 
gazines were at the fame time depofited in the 
ilrong fort of Arnee, and the general conceived a 
movement towards that place might tempt the ene- 
my to relinquilh his caution for the fafety of his 
iiores. This fcheme, on a confultation with the 
officers of the army, was approved and adopted. 
The army marched for Arnee, and encamped with- 
in five miles of it. Hyder ruffied from the hills 
like a torrent, to rcfcue a place which contained 
the means of carrying on the war. This fudden 
irruption of the enemy comn^nced before our 
troops could rer.ch their deftination j and it then 
became a queftion, whether they ihould proceed-, 
or prefer another dire^lion, and fight the enemy in 
their way. The former feemed the moil eligible 
mode for bringing on an action. Much as the 
means of information were impeded by the rapid 
movements of Hyder’s cavalry, who in various 
bodies occupied all the furrounding grounds, gal- 
loping to and fro in every direction, a diftant can- 
nonade in their rear announced the enemy’s ap- 
proach as the van of our army had reached Arnee. 
Our troops poflefTed a low fiiuation. The enemy 
feized all the high circumjacent grounds. This 
clrcumftance expufed the EngUih to great incon- 
venience in forming. The .general however dif- 
played his ufual ability in making fuch difpolitions 
as remedied every defeat in the portion of* the army, 
and tended to bring the enemy to a^clofe and de- 

cifive 
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Ci^ve au£Hon. It was noon' before he reduced their 
various attacks to fuch a point, as the whole of 
his force could bear upon them with eifeA. H6 
then advanced with an ardour which routed the 
enemy in every quarter. The purfuit continued 
till night. The* advanttges of this viAory, like 
thofe of others, were once more loft for want of 
cavalry. Some fubfequent attempts were made 
to bring Hyder to meet our troops in the field, 
in this neighbourhood, but without effeA. A 
body of his cavalry, however, found means to 
draw oar main guard into an ambufcade, where 
they were entirely cut olF, before any aftiftance 
could reach them. The general thought it neceflary 
to fall back, that the army might be fupplied with 
proviiion. 

This battle, which was fought on the fecond of 
June [1782] was the laft in which thefe two great 
men were deftined to meet. The health of both 
was greatly impaired, from the fatigue to which 
they were expofed by the prefent war. The cir- 
cumftances in which Hyder was involved were pe- 
culiarly gloomy and foreboding. The Englifh 
intereft, which he conceived to be an infuperable 
obftacle to all his ambitious projeds, was ftiU likely 
to triumph. His expe^ations from the French 
were fruftrated. He foreiaw his own deftruiftion 
in the peace:* whiph was nearly accompliftied be- 
tween the government of Bengal and the Marratto 
ftates. * Thefe powers, with whom he had alter- 
nately been in a ftate of hoftility for fo long a 

H h 2 tuae. 
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time, would inevitably profcribe him, aad mut»^ 
ally Rlpulate a participation of his dominion* Such 
a ieries of mortifying refle^lions as thefe circum-' 
Ranees mull have fuggeRed, to a mind goaded by 
ambition and accuftomed to fuccefs, naturally filled 
him with chagrin. And it was a* profpefl which 
he had not fufficient firmnefs to contemplate with 
ferenity, that he was defiined to become a facrifice 
at laR to the union of two powers, who had both 
fuffered fo exceedingly from his enmity. By the 
ill health of Sir Eyre Coote, and the abfence of 
Sir HeiSlor Monro, who had returned to .Europe, 
the command devolved- on Major-general Stuarr, 
Both armies, from the ruinous ftate' of the country, 
were obliged to draw their fupplies from other 
quarters. I'his greatly impeded the war ; though 
Hyder felt but little inconvenience, from the conti- 
guity of his dominions ; He could not, however, 
be tempted any more to a general engagement. 
The remainder of -the campaign, which confifted 
of laborious marches, and fruitlefs experiments to 
enfnare the enemy, was concluded without ac- 
complifliing any enterpiize of importance. 

SufTrein was now returned from Batacalo to the 
coafi of Coromandel, and proceeded to Cuddalore, 
which the F rench had rendered their chief maga- 
zine of arms and military Rorcs, both for land and 
fea fervice. His (hips being revidualled and re- 
QTuited with frelh men, he determined to deRroy 
the EngUfh before the arrival of Sir Richard Bick- 
ertoa, who, with fevetal Rups of war, had long 

failed 
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failed from England, and was ardently expelled 
at Madras. The French fleet ftill preserved their 
former fuperiorlty of twelve (hips to eleven, be- 
fides heavy frigates. All poffible means had been 
ufed to prepare them in the beft manner for im- 
mediate a£^ion. They were reinforced with four 
hundred French, and as many fepoys, a: Cudda- 
lore ; and, on Sir Edward Hughes’ arrival in the 
road, they touched at Negapatam, and were fbr- 
ther recruited by three hundred artillery-men, the 
moft effective aid they could receive. Our fleet 
was not backward to meet the enemy, who, fcon- 
flding in their fuperiority, challenged Sir Edward 
before Negapatam, with eighteen Ihips. The 
Englilh admiral was fo perfefily ready, and lb 
little difpofed to admit any delay, that by three 
o’clock he weighed anchor, and, putting out to 
fea, flood fouthward during the evening and the 
night, in order to gain the wind of the enemy. 
He fucceeded in his evolutions for this piirpofe, 
and immediatly gave flgnals for every Ihip inliis 
fleet to bear dire^ly down upon her oppolite in the 
French line. His orders were executed with promp- 
titude. The French commenced firing before 
eleven. Our Ihips referved their fire till certain of 
its taking effeii. By half paft twelve the enemy’s 
line appeared in* great diforder, and feveral of 
their ^Ihips extremely ihattered. At this crifis, a 
a fudden Ihift of wind lhatched the French fqua* 
dron from,the ruin that impended. Our line was 
deranged by the circumflance which preferred 

H h 3 them. 
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iff 

them. By this contingency, the advantage of a 
victory fo decilive could not be profecuted. The 
difabled, brohen, and flying enemy were enabled 
to recover themfelves, while their conquerors were 
reduced to a ftate of the greateft cbnfuflon. After 
much manoeuvring, and the continuation of. a par- 
tial engagement between fuch parts of the two 
fleets as came within reach of each other, the Eng- 
liih admiral made the ngnal for thu line of battle 
a-head, and was preparing, at half paft one 
o’clock, to renew the attack ; but feeing, at two, 
the enemy ftanding in Ihore, and collecting their 
ihips in a clofe body, while his were much dif- 
perfed, and feveral of them ungovernable, he re- 
Unqullhed that defign, and thought only of getting 
into fuch a condition as fhould prove deciflve to 
the fervice next morning. I'hen, however, the 
French were obfervpd under fail, on their way to 
Cuddalore, while our fteet was utterly incapable of 
preventing or purfuing them. They owed almofl 
every advantage on this occafion to their fri- 
gates. It was at the fame time obvious, fn^m 
the event of this battle, that, had the two former 
been general, and all the Engliih (hips brought 
iftiily up at once to the encounter, the refult of 
both had been very diflerent. Indeed the firfl 
might by that means have proyed fo deciflve as 
entirely to have prevented th® fecond. Seventy- 
feven men were killed,and two hundred and diirty- 
three wounded, in our fleet. The French had near 
two hundred killed, and above fix hundred wound- 
ed. Among the brave oflicers, as well of the 98th 
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reglnent a$ of the naval depaxti^t, who were 
ilain^ Captain Maclelan, of the Superbe, was ihot 
through the heart, ia the beginning of the aAIon. 
Thus were the admiral’s two immediate captains 
both killed within a fhort time of each other. 


While the French repaired their Ihips at Cud- 
dalore, our fleet kept the fea to the windward of 
Negapatam for near a fortnight! The fituation of 
the army in all probability had at that time fome 
effedl on the admiral’s movements, and certain 
fchemes of co-operation might render it neceflary 
for the fquadron to remain flationary. The damage 
which the (hipping had received in the late adlions 
was great, and required immediate repair. A fup- 
ply of ammunition and provllion was alfo become 
indifpenfable. I'o effetfl tkefe purpofes, the admiral 
arrived at Madras the twentieth of July, and was 
joined by the Sceptre of fix-four guns, which had 
left England with Sir R. Bickerton : B^t parting 
with him foon after, fhe had made all the expedition 
in her paiTage poflible. Anxious for the preferva- 
tion of Trincomale, Sir Edward immediately dis- 
patched the Monmouth and the Sceptre with fuch 
reinforcements, and fupplies of men, ammunition, 
and provifions, as appeared adequate to repel any 
defultory attempts which the enemy fliould think 
proper to make upon the place. 

Mean while the Sieur d’ Aymar arrived at Point 
de GalKs, lying on the fouth fide of the ifliand of 
Ceylon, in the St, Michael of fixty-four guns, ac-> 
cojoapanied 6y the llluflre of feventy-foor. He had 
H h 4 under 
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under Iw cooroy the fecond (Uvifioa of the 
^uis de BuiTy's ctoc^ and artillery. SulTr^in, ap« 
prtfei of this circumllance, joined them at that 
iiland nn the hrd of Auguft. So difBcult were the 
means of information at that time, notwithfianding 
an army in the field, garrifons evey where In our 
intereft, and the country fubftantially our own, 
that the news of this material occurrence only 
reached Madras by accident. Captain Mitchel in 
the Coventry fr'gate of ihirty-tvvo guns, cruiaing on 
the coad of Ceylon, encountered the Belipna of 
forty. The engagement continued two hours and 
a half, and was iudained with great bravery on 
both fides, till the Bellona thought proper to de- 
cline further conteft by an endeavour to efcape, 
Mitchel putfued her with fuch eagernefs, that he 
foon foun 1 himfelf in the midft of a French fleet of 
twenty-three fail, at the fame time that he knew 
iiot bofore of any fuch armairent in thefe fcas. He 
was the firft t > announce the intelligence to the ad- 
miral, who, anxious to difappoint the defigns of the 
enemy againft Tr ncomale, haftened his departure 
for Ceylon, witl> all the difpatch in his power. 
But adverfe weather exceedingly retarded his pro- 
grefs. I’he French proceeded with alacrity to 
the attack of th’s important fortrefs. I'he expedi- 
tion was performed with rapidity. They inflantly 
landed their troops on the twenty-eighth of Augvdl. 
Their batteries were opened in two days, ind tho 
guns from the garrifoi^ were foon filenced. 

Ne« 
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Next morffing the piece was ^srnaUj txmmeavi 
to furreacbr. The tcrou mllowcd th^ gxrrlibn irere 
fuch as proved the apprehenfiont exitertamed by the 
enemy of a vifit ftom Sir E.iward Hughes. He 
arrived off Trindon ale on the fecottd of Septem" 
her, juft as the French had iccured theif satw ac- 
quifitions. Their colours were then the 

forts, and above thirty fail riding in all the bays. 
Of thefe there were fifteen Ihips of the line, in- 
cluding three fifties. Ten or eleven were fri 
fire fhips, and the reft tranfports. I’h 
therefore, befidej three fifties, twelve fhips 
four guns and upwards, to oppofe to the Britaffi 
line of the fame number, in which the Ifis of fifty 
guns was deftined to grapple with one of their fixty- 
fours. The Englifh might well have avoided an 
engagement under thefe circumftanceSk but the 
whole fquadron was fi-red with indignation Jy the 
unexpedled fall of 'I'rincomale. After nihw hefi- 
tation on the part of the enemy, arid fjfjywfiiion 
of confummaCti fkill onour's, the a^lion commenced 


on the third of September. The French began to 
fire upon the Engjilh about half paft two o’cloclc. 
The compliment was returned within a few minutes, 
and the engagement fqon became general.- ' The 
enemy's additional fhips attacked with great ardour 
the extremities of our line, though the fhips occu- 
pying thefe ftadofls were already clofely and equally 
engaged*. ' The Worcefter was feverely prefTed, 
but ihe n»(^ a gallant defence ; and the Mon- 
mcfuth, by a dfeadfol and well-aimed fire, edm- 

pletely 
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pletely accompUIhed her refcue. The van, by the 
fame means, was equally ezpofed as the rear, to the 
furious attack of fuperior numbers. Five of the 
enemy’s Ihips fell do<vn in a clufter upon the Exeter 
and Ifis. I'he fird of thefe (hips ftems to have been 
deftine^j(p fight againfi the greateft odds. She was 
fo difa||||^ in this dreadful conteft as to tetire from 
the line, while the weak and forlorn Ifis was 
abandoned to run the gauntlet under the fuccefiive 
fir^llA^veral Chips, before the could in any degree 
bq^Hjeited. The center divifions on both fides 
weippin the mean time clofely engaged (hip to 
fliip, and the rival commanders in the Superbe and 
th^ Heros exhaufted their rage againft each other. 
The French admiral’s fecond a-ftern, at half paft 
three o’clock, had her mizen>mafi fhot away j and, 
nearly about the fame time, his fecond a-head 
loft boA her fijre and mizen-top-mafts. The battle 
eontiimld with equal fiercenefs and obftinacy, 
of the lines, till half paft five, 
when she wind Ihifted fuddenly from the fouth-weft 
to the eaft>fouth-eaft. Sir Edward Hughes then 
made the fignal for wearing, and the evolution 
took place with the greateft facility and expedition. 
The French were either wearing or ftaying their 
fhips until the Englifh renewed the engagement on 
the other tack with redoubled v,iolence. The Hero 
loft her main>maft at twenty minutes paft fix, and 
her mizen<maft foon after. The main-top^aft of 
the Worcefter was Ihot away about the fame time. 

It was about feven o’clock when the body of the 

French 
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French fquadron hauled their wind to the fouth^^ 
ward. They were ezpcied, and received a moft 
fevere fire from the rear of the £ngli(h line, for 
twenty minutes after. They then got clear ofi; 
and the a(fIion entirely ceafed. 

No battle at fea was ever better fought j anifft^ 
terminated a feries of naval engagements, 
for ardour, obftinacy and gallantry of 
have not been exceeded in any part of the 
Perhaps there is no inftance of the fame men 
the fame mips meeting fo often, and fighting 
defperately, in few fliort a fpace of time, 
darknefs of the night, and the proximity of 
comale, did not permit any purfuit of the 
though in our fleet were in no condition for 

Service. By day-light next morning the 
were entirely out of fight. Our lofs of men was 
fmall as to be almoft incredible. We had only fifty- 
one killed and not quite three hundred wounded. 
Three officers of diftinguiflied merit. Captains Wood 
of the Worcefter, Watt of the Sultan, and Lumley 
of the Ifis, were among the flain. Other brave 
men, belonging to the 78th and pSth regiments, 
fell at the fame time, and not a few were wounded. 
Colonel Fullarton, and feveral excellent officers, 
with the men under their command, deferve pecu- 
liar praife for their exertions during the whole of this 
very fevere and trying fervice. The naval officers 
through tlie whole fleet were emulous only in excel- 
ling each othqr* They adted with a harmony, an 

ardour 
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arddur aiid a promptitude, which, on every occa» 
fion, did honour to the difcipline of the navy. 

The French tookftielier in the road of Trinco- 
male that very night } and fuch was the precipt^ 
ration of their dight from the fcene of a^flion, that 
the L’Orient of feventy-four guns, one of their 
ihips, was lod in the a(5l of getting in. Four 
|ired and twelve of their men were killed, fix 
li^red and fevenly-lix wounded. The crew of 
Keros, at the beginning of the engagement, 
Counted to twelve hundred in number.* Of thefe 
lefs than one hundred and forty-feven were kill- 
1, and two hundred and forty wounded ! a ear- 
feldom equalled, except in the cafes of burn- 
l&gor blowing up. On this occafion, fix French cap- 
lins were broke and fent prifonersto the Mauritius, 
During the dreadful conflift, which raged equally 
by lea and land in the fbuthern extremities of In- 
<Ka, the council-general of Bengal laboured, with 
mcefiant afliduity and the moft confummate addrefs, 
to obtain a feparate peace with the Marrattos- 
The ruin of the Carnatic j the uncertain ifTue of 
the war with Hyder Ally j the frelh and formida- 
ble acceffion of ftrength which now co-operated 
with our former enemies againft us, in confequence 
of a new fcene of hoftilities both with France and 
Holland ; and the enormous 'and increafing expen- 
diture, indifpenfable to an effedlive ftruggle for ex- 
igence under all thefe embarraffing circumftances i 
controlled that turbulent Ipirit of ambition which 
had brought our intereft in that countrj^to a fitua- 

tion 
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tlon of the moil Imo^ent hazard, and rendered 
the fuperior government as anxious for the return 
of peace as it had formerly been for the com- 
mencemenc of war. 

Moodajee SIndia had given early and repeated 
proofs of a ftrong predile£lion for the Engliih. It 
was at his inftance the releafe of the Bombay arnny^ 
which had been captured at Worgaum, was fo 
neroully ordered, that the Poonah minifters had*" 
(hewn, all along, fuch a firong inclination to fettle 
all our differences with the Durbar, rather in the 
cabinet than the field; and that their hofiilities 
againft us had been carried on throughout with fb 
much moderation,* under the mofi grievous provo* 
cations. Thefe favourable difpofitions were che>» 
riihed by the council of Calcutta, with fuch eager- 
nefs and effed, that a feparate peace had been 
negociated and concluded with this chief, 
Colonel Muir, about the latter end of 1781. The'* 
fuccefs of a treaty, thus feafonable and important, 
pointed out Moodajee as the moft likely inftrument 
of reftoring harmony between the Engliih and the 
Marratto Hates. His immenfe territorial dominions 
which he held of the Marratto empire by a loofe 
feudal tenure ; his charadferiftic refpedlability 
from perfonal honour ; his very powerful con- 
nedtipns in that divifion of the empire ; and efpe- 
dally his predonunant influence in the decifions 
the Durbar, qualified him, in an eminent degr^ 
for carrying on and Bringing to a conclufion 
important negociation. 
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It was at a town called Salbey, where Sindia had 
his head quarters, that this celebrated treaty wa^ 
Bgned, on the I7<h of May [1782]* The bufi- 
aels w'as tranfaiied, on our part, by Mr. Ander* 
Ion, with great addrefs, and to whofe indefatiga- 

E t attention and perfevering vigilance and ablliry^ 
urging and fupporting our various claims, we 
e the many important advantages which diilin- 
lljiAih this peace. All places taken by the EngUih 
Slice the treaty of Poorunder, from the Marrattos, 
Rrere to be reftored within two months. Salfette and 
the adjoining illands, with Broach and its terri- 
Bories, were ceded to the Englifh for ever. A claim 
upon a contigucos diftri^, formerly promifed as a 
mark of frienddaip to the Englifh, was now, at 
the particular requefl of Sindia, relinquifhed. The 
two Guiacars were to be placed exa^fly in the litu- 
Itlon they occupied before the war, their territories 
to be fubjei 51 ed to all former tributes and fervices 
to the Peifhwa, and no retrofpedlion taken of their 
;ondu£f, nor any demands made for the time pall* 
Ragoba was allowed four months to determine the 
place of his future reiidence, and the Englifh pro- 
hibited from affording him any protedlion or mo- 
ney. He had the choice of reading with Sindia ; 
and the Peifhwa was bound to allow him an annual 
penfion of three lacks. Thus eircumfianced, Ra- 
goba was reduced to the necf fhty of relinqt^ing 
and revoking all territories, or grants of territories, 
Shade by him to the Englifh. The Mafrrattos at 
the fame time engaged that Hyder Ally fhould 

furrender 
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furrender whatever he had taken from the Com- 
pany and their allies during the war ; and that a mu- 
tual exchange of prlfoners ihould take place. By 
the performance of thefe conditions, and fo long 
as Hyder Ihould preferve them inviolate, the £ng- 
li(h were bound aoa^l in no refpe^ hoftUeljragainft 
him. The Peifhwa even fripulated, for h^ fl rfe lf and 
the whole Marratto people, that no othet^uropean 
nation Ihould efiablifh ia^lories in any part of their 
dominions, or be a party in any fyAem of inter- 
courfe or fricndihip whatever with the Durbar, or 
any individual chief or tributary of the *eft^ire. 
7' he Englifh in return renounced all right to inord 
the leaft afliflance to any power in the Deccan at 
enmity with the Peifhwa. In a fubfequent article, 
the contrai^iing powers mutually agreed, that nei- 
ther Ihould contribute to the aid of whoever might 
be in a Hate of hoilility with the other; that the 
allies on both tides Ihould be included in the be- 
nefits, and bound by the conditions of this triltyg 
and that the principals only Ihould be refpodfible 
for the condud of all the fubordinate mej|||^rs 
under their refpe£live authority. ||| 

Sindia was the mutual guarantee of the p^e, 
and in that reljpedi pledged for the fidelity of }x}th 
parties. He was thus fpecLfically and Iblemnly 
bound, in cafo of any violation or infradtion^f the 
terms now reciprocally adopted, to aflift the iB|ured 
inprocuringadeqiHyteredrefs. Like allt^hejr ^tef- 
men, Sindia, in t% part he a^ed on 
was not inattentive^.^ hk own interefr», 
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of vit& aU ks valuable tenitories, vhlcti 

yield an annual revenue of two hundred thouiand 
pounds, was, by private or feparate agreemoit, 
ceded to lum and his &mily for ever, by the Elng- 
Such an imnnenie acceffion of dominion and 
treafure :&ciUcated his aggrandizement in the em- 
pire, dil^tncreafed his influence to fuch a degree, 
as may ^ibafion further revolutions in that unfettled 
and precarious government. And, from the length 
of time that elapfed before the ratification was 
effedled, notwithflanding the remonilrances both 
of lift governor-general and Sindia, it is •plain the 
noMdhre was not completed without confiderable 
difficulties at the court of Poonah. Nana Furnefe 
and Sindia are evidently at the head of the two 
parties, which by their union govern, or by their 
dhjention may convulfe the empire. A jealoufy, 
odginating in fo much co-ordinate power, muft of 
coofiKpience fubiift between them. And it is not 
imj^lftbable that the extenfive acqulfitions, which 
Sindia obtained by this treaty, had already cha- 
and difguiled his powerful and wary rival. 

S|me Engliih fleet, after the a^ion of the third of 
September, returned with all the expedition they 
cow to Madras, where the admiral intended to 
Haijt tua longer than while the Ihips could be haflily 
repdUbed, and fuch a ftock of frefli water and pro- 
Tififtftft ipoctned as might fup{4y them during theit 
•paffi^i^-lft Bombay. BeforotiMb purpofes c<xild 
bft 'UfffiftBiplMhed, the fleet *ilid§4ellined to'fuftaia 
Iftoofl tremwdoaHi||l#sancs that ever hap- 

pemed 
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pcned oa that ccafti It tras iartuttata that thsy 
anchored La water fifteen hithomdcep, andtliac ^ 
tempeft blew froin the fhore. They inftaiftly parted 
their cables* and put out to fea. The fhore for 
feveral miles was g complete wreck, interfperfed 
with ihocking fpsiffacies of dead bodies. 'I'he 
howling cff the tempefl* the roaring of the fea, 
and the cries of fuch as firuggled hard for Uh*, 
were dreadful and affedfing beyond defcription. 
Many EngUlh trading vedfels* of #hich the Earl of 
Hertford IpcUaman was one, were either funk at 
anchor, or dafhed in pieces cxi the fhore. N&l le& 
than a hundred cbaflers perifhed in this manner. 
Such as had not been fuddenly overwhelmed, but 
got out to fea, for the molft part efcaped. A veiT 
few had even the good fortune to brave and ridt 
out the ftorm. 

At this moment a famine raged m Madras, and 
every part of the Carnatic j and, by the tempkft 
now dt-feribed, all foreign refburces, that depend* 
ed on an intercourfe by fea, were at an end, AU 
ready had the rice Ihips, fince their arrival on thri 
coaft, been feverely pillaged by the Freneh ; afid 
the town of Madras was reduced to griat hafd- 
fhips by the want of that article. A coft^defftble 
fupply had reached the harbour previous th4 htnr* 
ricane, but moft of the veflels were te’fli befoM 
they could difeharge their cargOest Money ecnM 
now procure ik> relief, where the hoeeiHurie's M 
Hfe did not exift. l'h« roads, {hu oe^defsj end even 
the flreets, were every where choked up wi.h 

1 i heaps 
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heaps of dead, and crowds of the dying. Two 
hundred ar leaft of the natives periflied every day 
inthecity andjuburbs: Others had fome refource in 
animal food : But the miferable Hindoos, in this 
affliiiing exigency, were greatly diftinguiftied by 
peculiar fortitude and refignation ; who, rather 
than preferve life at the expence of their laws, 
religion, and cuftoms, endured the moft exqui- 
fite torment without murmur or complaint. The 
alms of the fettlement were certainly liberal. 
All was done which private charity, could do. 
But it was a whole people in beggary ; a nation 
who flretched out its hand fof food. Of all the 
calamities which befet and way-lay the life of 
man, this plague of hungar comes the neareft to 
our hearts, and is that in which the proudeft of us 
all feels h m^elf to be nothing more than he is ! 
Supplies were dilpatched from Bengal with more 
expedition than was even expelled. But,'notwith- 
ftanding all the laudable diligence exerted in the 
godlike work of humanity and beneficence on that 
mournful occafion, for eighteen months did this de- 
ftruiflion rage* from the gates of Madras to the 
gales of Tanjore ! All this time thefe creatures of 
fuflFerance, whofe very excefs and luxury, in their 
moft plenteous days, had fallen ftiort of our fe- 
vereft fafts, filent, patient, refigned without fedi- 
tion or difturbance, alraoft without complaint, pe- 
riflied in fuch multitudes, in the very granary of 
India, that above ten tboufand of the natives were 
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fuppofed to have been fwept away by this fcourge 
of nations ! 

Our fleet in the mean time had fufFered moft 
extreme diftrefs in failing round for Bombay. For 
a whole month no .two lli-ps of the fc^uadron had 
been able to fpeak with each other. Such was 
the condition of the Superbe, that the admiral 
was obliged to fliiTt his flag to the Sultan. It was 
not until nearly the latter end of December that 
our Ihattered drips arrived at Bombay. I'he crews 
were all ficjtly, but foon recovered. Sir Richard 
Bickerton now made his appearance at’ Madras 
from Bombay, without having either experienced' 
any ill weather or feen a Angle fhip belonging to 
the fleet. He had under convoy three regiments 
of infantry of one thoufand men each, of which one 
was Hanoverian, befides Sir John Burgoyne’s regi- 
ment of light horfe, amounting to three hundred 
and forty, and a thoufand recruits, which had been 
raifed for the Company’s fervice in Ireland. The 
fhips were five in the line, and in excellent 
condition, and both feamen and troops uncom- 
monly healthy. Sir Richard inftaniJy returned to 
Bombay, tha the might join the admiral, and, with- 
out encountering any adverfe winds whatever, ar- 
rived even fome weeks before him. 

The French, from the polfeflion of Trincottiale, 
enjoyed in fome degree the fovereignty of thefe 
fcas, and ‘in the abfence of the Britilh fleet con- 
fiderably hampered and embarrafled the coafting 
1 i z trade,- 
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trade, both of the Company and the natives. They 
afterwards proceeded to Achen, on the coafi of 
Sumatra, probably lor the acquUitlon of fuch lup- 
plies as could not be obtained in Ceyloiu The 
mighty armament from France, containing the laR 
divilion a£ De BuiTy’s troops, five thoufand men, 
ieveral frefii fhips of war, an ample fupply of na- 
val and military (lores, and a train of artillery the 
mod formidable and complete that ever was fent to 
India, was at the fame time expedled. And no doubt 
was entertained, but, by fuch a powerful reinforpe- 
ment, the tide of war would be immediately and 
effetdually turned againil the English. 

In confequence, however, of our peace with the 
Marrattos, it was refolved to create fuch a diver- 
fion on the Malabar coafi, as would probably im- 
pel Hyder to abandon the Carnatic for the protec- 
tion of his ow'n dominions. Colonel Humberftone, 
at the head of a confiderable detachment both of 
the King and Company's forces, was immediately 
difpatched on this fervice, and foon gained pofiel- 
fion of the ancient and royal capital of Calicut* 
Quitting the (ea coad, he probably now bent his 
courfe towards the frontiers of the Coimbatour 
country. He encountered many difficulties, but 
captured in his march a great number of fuch fisall 
forts as are placed in that part of India for guarding 
tjie narrow palTes and deep defiles which abound 
io thefe mountainous regions. Having taken and 
garriibned Mungarry Cottah, a fort fo firongly 
fitnat^ as to afiford a fecure recieat; he advanced 

to 
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to the fiege of P^lacatcherry, a place of more cen- 
fideration and flrength than any he had }retaf‘ 
lacked. This object, however, from the appear- 
ance of the enemy, he was firddenly compelled to 
abandon. He wal even purfued and attacked with 
fuch fury and efFeifl, that, befides the number of 
men who fell, h<t loft both his baggage and pro* 
yi^ons. Major Hutebinfon of the 98th ^regiment 
was mortally wounded. 

The prefidency of Bombay being now liberally 
fupplied v^ith money from Bengal, for giving vigour 
and difpatch to tjre meafures in that quarter, and 
appreheniive that Humberftone’s fituation might be 
perilous, difpatched General Matthews, with fuch 
troops as could then be muftered, to his affiftance. 
Tippoo Saib had in the mean time, with incredi- 
ble celerity and addrefs, arrived from the Carnario, 
with the exprefs intention of deftroying the Britifb. 
detachment at Mungarry Cottah. Buf the colonel, 
receiving intelligence of the enemy's intention, 
immediately razed the fortification, and retreated 
to Ramgarree, which Tippoo's rapid approach- 
forced him to abandon w'ifh precipitation. In two 
days, and not without fome ri/k from parties of 
the enemy’s horfe, who harralTed our march ex- 
ceedingly, he reached Panian on the twentieth of 
November. » 

Here Colonel Macleod was juft arrived from 
Madras, and the command of the forces of courfe 
devolved on. Mm. The detachment was fuddenly 
ainvefted J;»y the e n emy, confifting of eight thoufand 

1 1 3 regiilaf 
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regular infantry, fome hundreds of Europeans, fhc 
thoufand of the native militia, under the poligars, 
and a body of ten thoufand horfe. They were 
headed by Tippoo Saib and Monf. Lally. Our 
troops were ftrongly pofted, and»with indefatigable 
induftry and great art had improved the old by a 
great variety of new works. The enemy’s can- 
nonade, though kept up for feveral days, did little 
execution. The Britifh commander attempted to 
furprife Tippoo’s camp. The enterprife, however^ 
was fuddenly relinquifhed, as impra<Slicable, bo'th 
from the vigilance and number of the enemy. A 
few days afterwards, a vigorous and well-concerted 
attack was made on the Britlih lines. But the 
enemy, who employed their whole European force 
on this defperate fervice, were every where re- 
pulfed with the greateft gallantry. Two hundred of 
their dead were abandoned to the care of the Eng- 
lilh j and the French officer, who led up one of the 
columns to the attack, was taken prlfoner. 

Tippoo’s repaffing the river Panian was a proof 
of the defeat, A ftate of inadlion fucceeded on 
both lides for ‘fome days. In the night of the 
eleventh of December, Tippoo fuddenly decamp- 
ed, and marched back with rapidity for the Car- 
natic. General Matthews, apprifed of this cir- 
cumftance, inftantly changed, his intended route 
down the coaft, and diredied his march to thofe 
valuable territories of the enemy which appeared 
the moft vulnerable and remote from ljuccour. He 

therefore advaiv:ed with the fleet and forces to the 

1 
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liver MLrjee» which falls into the fea eighty miles 
fouth of Goa, and five leagues north of Onore. 
1 his city lies midway between Panian and Bom< 
bay, and nearly three hundred miles difiant from 
both. The general^diredted his courfe towards this 
important place. All the troops that could be fparcd 
from the defence of other polls on that.extenfive 
coall were ordered to meet him here, and afifl in 
his intended operations. Macleod, who had been 
recently reinforced by fome troops from Bombay, 
embarked jis many as the tranfports could receive, 
with whom he proceeded, under convoy of the Ifis 
and the Juno, to Join the general. The two other 
regiments of fepoys only were leftatTellicherry, b 
readbefs to proceed ^th the elephants and draught 
bullocks, under convoy of the African man of 
war, as foon as other velTels Ihould arrive for their 
conveyance. Prior, however, to the jundlion of 
the troops, Onore had fallen into our hands, and 
the moft memorable circumHance of the capture 
was the dreadful daughter which took place, of all 
fexes, ages, and orders, as well as of the garrifop. 
The governor, and above a thoul^nd men, were 
made prifoners. I’he defence could not be great, 
as no regular troops of the enemy were within 
reach to lend any afllftance, when the attack was 
made. VVe have no authentic accounts of the 
fpoil, though it is conje*dured to be very great, 
and to have occafioned that dilgull among the 
Britilh officers, which afterwards proved of the 
word ponfequences to the army in general, 

H 4 
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The time, place, aod other clrcyiBfUaces, of 
Hydcr Ally’s death, are not afcertained with any 
degree of certainty. He probably died about the 
end of 1782. It was, for many reafons, a matter 
of the greateft importance to ]ieep fo interefting 
an event concealed, at the precife criiis when it 
happened. And the moment the fecret was dif-' 
covered, no one thought of detailing circumftaivti-’ 
ally what had been fo long known to all fuch as 
were moft interefted in the confequences. His 
charaftor for enterprife, for fyftem iti conduft, 
for firmnefs in difficulty, and for moderation in 
focccfs, was, in fome degree, rfew in India. He 
poffiefTed a genius, which embraced at once all 
the multifarious objefts of gpvernment and war. 
The policy neceffary to the arrangements of the 
one and the ftratagem of the other he digefted, and 
applied as emergencies arofe, or contingencies took 
place, with equal dexterity, fimplicity and fuccefs. 
'i he refumption of the ancient Mahommedan em- 
pire was among his earlieft conceptions ; and 
perhaps to this magnificent profpe <51 all his fubfe- 
quent exertions, conquefts, and regulations, were 
direiled. He wifhed, in order to the accomplifli- 
ment of this fplendid and interefting revolution, 
to reduce the Europeans in the various parts of the 
continent to their original ftatc of merchants and 
ftuflors ; to form his military on a fyftem of me- 
chanical and fcieatific operation j and lo create 
iuch an invincible navy as ftiould protedi for ever 
the coafts, in every part of the continent, from 

all 
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ail the ifira€ons and infults of fbnigoars. He a£ted 
witk fo much equity and mlldnefs, that no prince 
was ever more popular in his own dominions ; he 
commanded fo ably one of the moft numerous ar« 
mies that ever 400k the field, that no geneial was 
ever regarded with higher veneration, or obeyed 
with greater promptitude and zeal He was feldom 
deceived in his politics as a fiatefman, or cruel to 
bis captives as a conqueror. He blended, with the 
authority and fagacity of the magiftrate, the vir- 
ktues ofi humanity; and, in all the plenitude of 
power, never forgot that be was a man. He re<' 
warded merit* magnificently, but punilhed every 
fpecies of perfidy with exemplary feverity. He ful- 
filled the conditions of his friendlhip.** and engage- 
ments with rigid punctuality : In his enmities, as 
the cafe of the Company demonftrates, he avowed 
the influence of every paffion which contributed to 
prompt, facilitate, or accompliih his revenge. 

The prefidency of Bombay had ordered General 
Matthews, on fuppofition of Hyder's death, to 
ufe all his exertions in penetrating the Bednore or 
Canara country ; and particularly to gain poffelTion 
of the capital, where the treafures of Hyder were 
faid to be depofited. He accordingly proceeded 
further down the coaftj and, purfuing ‘he line of 


condu^ propoled^ ftormed the town of Cundapore, 
without any material lofs. or difficulty. He repte- 
fentefl, at the fame time, however, in hisdifpatcbt s. 


the utter imprailability of executing the plan fug- 
gefted to* him. This defpondency on bis part 

produced 
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produced much difTatbfadtlon and chagrin oo 
that of the prelidency, who had Indulged the 
moft fanguine expedlations from his fuccefs, under 
circumilances thus favourable to their inclinations. 
They preferred, however, fuch a> deference for 
his opinion, that they relaxed their former orders, 
and in their n^w inftruments, which they itnmedi> 
ately djfpatched, left the profecution of any fuch 
cnterprife, as they had formerly mentioned, ut- 
terly to his own difcretlon. But at the very time 
he had thus earneiily remonftrated againft the or- 
ders of his employers, it ieems to have been his 
determination to put them literally in execution. 

It is a pity the fubfequent part of this campaign 
cannot be obliterated from human remembrance. 
All corrcfpondence for the moment was fufpended, 
as all ideas of refponlibility feems to have been 
forgotten. The fame atrocious principles, which 
ftained with indelible infamy the fap of Onore, 
marked the future progrefs of the army, until the 
imprecations of injured innocence were fignally re- 
alized in the deftinles that awaited them. 

Of fails which have not tranfpireJ no diftinil 
narrative can be given ; but of many cruelties not 
related there can be little doubt, from the nature 
t)f fuch as are well authenticated. It was expeileJ 
by the government of Bombay, that the fubjeils 
of Tippoo Sultan would be eager to revolt on 
hearing of his father's death. This idea* vias 
liirely either not adopted or not underftood by the 
army ; for the furprifing, furrounding, and maf- 

facrf*ing 
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facreing crowds of unmilitary poligars at their pofls» 
without pity or remorfe, are among the expires of 
this war, which we find retailed with the fame in- 
difference in which they probably happened. The 
fortrefs of AumjMnpore was taken by ftorm. The 
governor’s mode of defence had not pleafed the 
befiegers. The garrifon were fo entirely maffacred* 
that only one horfeman is faid to have efcaped, 
defperately wounded. In this havock might be 
feen four hundred beautiful women, bleeding with 
'the wounds of the bayonet ; and others expiring, 
while the foldiers, in brutal tumult, Rript them of 
their jewels, and committed every outrage on their 
bodies. But fuch obje< 5 fs as thefe are of a fpecies 
too horrid to be detailed or deferibed ! 

By a lucky concurrence of circumftances, which 
fometimes connect that fuccefs with temerity which 
is due only to prudence and forefight, a party, 
confifting of the Bombay company of Europeans, 
and between three and four hundred fepoys, dif- 
patched on the defperate and important fervice of 
forcing a pafs or defile about eight feet wide, three 
miles in length, and ftrongly fortified, were fortu- 
nate enough to difpoflefs the enemy, who left five 
hundred of their killed and wounded behind, and 
the Englifh mafters of the place. Thus were the 
barriers of this rich and beautiful country effec- 
tually thrown down, and a free communication 
opened between the fea coaft and the kingdom of 
Canara, where Hyder's favourite palace flood; 

where 
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where the principal officers of his government n- 
; whither all the nobility in every quarter of 
his dominions reforted ; where his chief Haram 
was eftabliilied i where his treafures, and every 
other thing on which he had fet his heart, were de< 
peeled. The capital ei this ancient independent 
kingdom, in* which a long illuilrious race of fove> 
letgns, who placed their only glory in the happi- 
eel's of a ilourifhing, faithful, free and contented 
people, lived and died among their fubje^s, like 
a father or patriarch in the mi Jft of his family, wa^ 
k^rmcrly called Bednore, but had of late changed 
its name to Hyder Nagur, or the royal city of 
Hyder, a name which the EngUlh did not then ad- 
roit, and which they hoped to have uttgtly abo- 
fithed. Such was the fplendour, magnificence and 
extent of this fequeftered metropolis, that fome of 
its principal flreets ran nearly in a right line 
fix EngKfii miles in length, while its magnitude 
was utterly lofi in the infinite variety of beauties 
both of nature and art, in which it abounded. 
The inhabitants chiefly confiflof the great and the 
wealthy, who occupy the mt^ fumptuous houfes 
and fpacious gardens, inclofing vaft refervoirs of 
water and; ©very other luxury, which the fell, the 
clinate and the feafbn can afford. Cbriflianity, 
fb congenial to the moft polifhed ftate of fociety, 
had early feund its way, by the pious afliduity of 
the Portuguefe, to this elegant retreat, and ftill 
fiouriflted fb much, that tbove thirty thoufend 

ChrlfUans 
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ChriftUos were faid, at this time, to be wtUkia Um 
walls of Bednore. 

H^/at Saib, a native, was intrufted with the 
verament of this valuable town ; and, from his aj>» 
folute incapacity to withftand the efforts of fucJi a 
force as now appeared againfl it, he refolved «q 
rilk nothing but his own honour in its fafety. I'he 
moment our a? my had filormed the gates, or fcaled 
the mountains which hid and defended the country, 
he difpatched agents to the camp with terms of 
^accomodation. A private treaty then took placo 
between him and the general, the particulars of 
which, in a agreat meafure, are Rill unknown* 
Its leading articles are fuppofed to have beefi, -chac 
the capital, the country, the fortrefs at Bednore, 
the public treafures and property, were to be de- 
livered up to the EngUfh; that the inhabitants 
w.ere not to be moleRed either in their perlbns at 
property ; and that Hyat Saib was to continue m 
the government, w'ith the fame powers he enjoyed 
under Hyder. 'I'hele conditions where, however. 
Infringed the moment the army got pofleiBonof the 
place, which was early in Febr^ry 1783. I'fee go- 
vernor was flung into prifon, and the inhabitanta 
were much alarmed. Fourteen lacks were Raund m 
the Durbar, which the general fliewed to the ofii- 
cers, and declared to be the property of tl« anny. 
I'here was much* more trealure aiul jewels not ex- 
pired, but the breach between Hyat Saib and the 
general being made up, the former claimed tfae 
whole as his own private pn^rty, to whoa, vqfxjoc 

that 
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that plea, it was even refiored by the latter. This 
management, which had already been pradlifed at 
Onore, the officers refented with indignation. 
Some of thefe were earned to Hyat Saib, who 
made the army a prefent of twenty thoufand pounds, 
which rather increafed than qualh^ the fufpicions 
entertained qf this myfierious tranfadiion; Nor 
was this the only or moft difg-ufting circtimftance 
in the general’s conduct. He had the misfortune 
to give a rafh deciiion in a point of etiquette be*- 
tween the King’s officers and thofe of the Com- 
pany, which obliged Colonels Macleod and Hum- 
berftone, with Major Shaw, to quit •the army foon 
after the taking Bednore. 

'During the execution of thefe meafures, no 
official difpatches whatever arrived at Bombay. 
The prefidency received all the information which 
they had, concerning his operations, from the 
officers who refufed to ferve any longer under his 
command, and were now returned to Bombay^ 
About a week afterwards, indeed, a letter from the 
general was received, but it did not mention a 
fy liable of what they were moft concerned to know. 
It gave a general detail of uninterefting operations, 
recriminated on the officers who had abandoned 
the fervice, and urged the indifpenfable neceffity 
of ample and immediate reinforcements. But the 
ground of the difpute, and whal became of the 
treafure, were points on which he vouchfafed no 
information. He referred indeed to fome differ- 
ence which had fubfifted between him and Colo- 
nel 
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nel Macleod, concerning the manner of fupplying 
the King’s troops on fervice, and to certain docu- 
ments on that fubje<fl, which he fuppofed had beeo 
already laid before the board. The prefidency 
were therefore , under a neceffity of applying to 
Macleod and Hiimberftone for all the verbal evi- 
dence they could afford, and whatever papers they 
poffcHed concerning the proceedings and ftate of 
the army during the period of the operations in 
queftion. It was confequently declared that impu- 
, cations ,of the moft ferious nature, and iupported 
by the ftrongeft evidence, appeared againft the 
general j and, ‘fatisfied that the fervice could not 
profper under fuch a leader, the board thought it 
their duty not to continue him any longer in the 
command. A refolution accordingly paffed, of 
removing him from the command, and fiifpendiog 
him from the Company’s fervice, until he Ihould 
clear up the charges that flood againft him. Colo- 
nel Macleod was immediately appointed his fuc- 
cellor, and Co'onel Humberftone and Major Shaw 
required to join the army. 

Matthews had alfo apprifed tho prefidency of his 
apprehenfions that an enemy of great force was 
Avithin thirty miles, though it was afterwards found 
that no fuch enemy exifted, or had appeared long 
pofterior to the date of his letter, in that country. 
Hyat Saib deceived the ciedulous general into a 
cont'iflion that he would raife troops in defence of 
the Etiglifli, at the fame time that he prevented 
tvery appearance of commotion in the country, ia 

order 



496 TRANSACTIONS IN INDIA. 

<ftrder to lull them into fuch a Rate a( fecurity as' 
might render them an eafy prey to the vengeance 
which was fuddenly to overwhelm them. Their 
operations were at the fame time carried on 
againR feveral places on the coaft, with expedition 
and fucceR. A Captain Carpenter, in that direc< 
tion which li^s toward Goa, invading the Soondah 
didri^, foon reduced the Carwar, and every other 
fort. 

But the capital expedition was againft Manga- 
lore. This was Hyder’s principal dock>yard, 
where the rudiments of a formidable navy were 
ra| idly rifing into form i where three (hips of the 
line, from fifty to ilxty guns, were nearly finiihed; 
where feveral others of different fizes were alfo 
upon the Rocks i and where large quantities of na- 
val ftores were depofited. Two battalions of fepoys 
from the Bednore country were difpatched to In- 
veR the place. A mine was foon fprung, which 
it is faid blew up eighty fepoys. I'he furvivors, 
notwithRanding, carried the town fword in hand. 
The governor, with his troops, took refuge in th« 
foit, which, though a place of fome Rrength, made 
lijttle reRftance after the general’s arrival with the 
artillery. In thirty-fix hours after the batteries 
began to play, a pradicable breach was opened* 
The governor immediately furrendered. I'he fe- 
curity of peifon and private projperty was granted 
to the captured. Thus were isoR of the 
holds on the Malabar coaR in out poReffion, 
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The country, however, though overrim, was 
not conquered. Thefe advantages were obtained 
' fm no pUn or principal that could render them fe- 
cure. The Sultan, after much deliberation, and 
fuch a degree qf caution, as to thofc not in the 
fecret of his meafures might have an appearance 
of hefttation, reiblved oa an immediate deliver- 
ance of his paternal dominions. Our expedition 
therefore, notwithftanding the very culpable oxin- 
ner in which it was executed, produced the pre- 
fife effect for which u was conceived, and to 
which it was dire«fled. 

The general,* for whofe want of ferious confi- 
deration in a fituation fo precarious it is impolii- 
ble to give any iatisfadlory account, inilead of 
withdrawing his troops and artillery entirely fioni 
the open fiednore country', and polling them m 
the gauts which were already fortified and deemed 
impregnable, on the firft intelligence of the ene- 
my’s approach, marched at the head of Ituie 
more than two thoufand troops to encounter in tha 
open field a force fo numerous, that they not only 
filled all the adjacent plains, but covered the hiUa 
to a greater difiance than the eye could reach. 
The attacl^ commenced on the part of the ene- 
my by a French detachment. Five hundred of 
Our men are iakl to have fallen by this furi<ms 
oo&t in a few minutes. The general foon felt die 
tbfenco of a Raillie or a Bialthwaite. And he 
made a preeifutate retreat to the fortrefs, aban- 
dMttog the city e&ficeijr. The Sultan took every 

kk pofiible 
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poiHble precaution to (hut up all conununication 
dither with the low country, or the fea coaR. 
I'he garrifon in the gauts, which might have 
preferved this important pafs, made a miferable 
defence. I'he few fugitives who efcaped flung 
the garrifon of Cundapore into a panic. The 
precipitation’ and confuiicMr, produced by ^n im~ 
pulfe thus fudden and irrefiitible, were fo great, 
that numbers of men and horfes were inevitably 
drowned in the hurry of making their efcape ; 
the magazines were fet on fire, and a large train 
of artillery difabled or abandoned. This valuable 
repo^ory of Rotes and provifion^ being at once 
evacuated and deRroyed, the remainder of the 
garrifon fled to Onore. Captain Torreano, who 
commanded in this place, had much merit in pro> 
tcv^ing his own troops from the panic which had 
feized their fellow foldiers, whom he had alfo the 
good fortune of reftormg in fome meafure to their 
fenfes. He then made a fpirited exertion to re- 
cover the artillery which had been left at Cunda- 
pore, but without effetSl, as the whole was already 
in polTeffion of the enemy. 

The garrifon in the fortrefs of Bednore were in 
feventeen days reduced to the greateft extremities. 
Great numbers had been flain during the flege ; 
their lick and wounded exceeded five hundred ; 
they were in great want of provlfion; and th» 
fuperiority of the enemy’s fire increafed prodigi- 
oufly. A capitulation therefore, after fome diffi- 
culties, took place. The gaoriibn were to pil^ 

their 
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their arms on the glacis, and to reftore all publio 
property, but allowed the honours of war j every 
man to have the privilege of retaining what was his 
own, and a fafe pafTage to Bombay, at the enemy’s 
expence. To the general alfo was granted a guard 
of four hundred of his own fepoys, with thirty- 
fix rounds of ammunition. The pecuniary article 
was however defeated. The fort was no fooner 
furrendered, which happened on the twenty- 
eighth of April, than, that too much money might 
not be found on one man, the general ordered his 
his officers to draw on the pay-mafter for whatever 
they wanted. By this treachery not a fingle ru- 
pee remained in the fort when evacuated. I'he 
Sultan’s fufpicions being roufed by feveral circum- 
ftances which led to a difeovery of the fa<51s, the 
vengeance he inflided was terrible and immediate!^ 
He fent for Matthews j but, inftead of admiting him 
to his prefence, he had him thrown into irons. By 
various pretences, all the principal officers were 
detached from the army. They fuffered incredible 
feverities for the outrages they committed on the 
helplefs. In company with the general, they were 
kept in clofe imprifonment for fome time in Syring- 
patnam. The general was put to death, it is faid, 
by pouring a certain poifonous liquor down his 
throat. Twenty officers underwent the fame fate. 
Captain Richardfon, who fuffered laft, threw him*- 
felf on* his knees, and earneflly begged the exe- 
cutioners would at leaf! fend to the Sultan for a 
confirmation of the fentence. This requefi was 
K k 2 not 
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not grtntedt tod h* pcfiihed whh his conqanions* 
The cataftropheof thefe unfortunate men can hardly 
be recollected, without at the iame time thinking of 
the many innocent and defencelels women who had 
fe recently fupplicated their humanity in vain. 

What were the entire amount of the treafures 
found in tKe wealthy kingdom of Caimra, h^s 
never been perfectly afcertained. It is aiierted in 
one private account, that the general got pofTefhon 
of a fum of thirty lacks of pagodas, befides an 
infinite quantity of diamonds and precious fione^} 
that all this booty was iecreted, and fent by his 
brother to Bombay } that his brother foon after 
fell into the hands of the Nabob, who beheaded 
him; and, that the army was fiill umnformed 
whether all or any of the treafure had ever 
feached the prefidency. By another account it is 
eftimated at forty- eight lacks of pagodas. Both 
ellimates were made fince the releafe of the officers 
from the long confinement they endured in that 
country. 

The conduA of the fepoys to their fellow fuff 
ferers in this ignominious imprifonment, does ho- 
tieur to their feelings and attachment. They 
cherhhed the Europeans, who were not fo able to 
fripport the extremities of this fultry climate, with 
every humane and tender attention in their power. 
They refifted all the errors and allurements by 
which they were tempted to enter into thn fervice 
of the enemy. And when they were permitted to 
rejoin their officers .they npefihd the fiocereft iatiii- 

CaCbon, 
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liakfa, and even fnefented them with fech finelt 
fuDoso^ money «s they had been able to fave.for 
their iimitediace ecoomnodation. 

The Suhan loft no time in leading his viAoriouis 
tfo^ to the reftue of Mangalore. ^ here he 
met with reftftance rather different from that which 
he bad eafily^fubdued at the citaderof Bednore. 
Indeed the whole energy of the attack depended 
on his French auxiliaries. By their exertions a 
breach was a^ually made, when news arrived in 
the camp of a peace being concluded between 
England and France. This event put an imme- 
diate end to the operations of the beliegers. Not 
all the promifes, threats, or the addrefs of the Sal- 
tan, could prevail on the French to atft in any 
manner againft the Englifh, or even to continue 
longer in his camp. The confequence was k 
celTation of hoftilities on both fides. A mean 
attempt after this was made to ftarve our garri- 
fon into a furrender. But they were fealbnably re^ 
lieved by General Maclcod, who. appearing on the 
coaft with a ftrong reinforcement, obliged the 
enemy to aiiitrd them a fuppty. No military oper- 
ation of any confequence took place after this in 
thefe parts. And • in the following year a peace 
was concluded between the Company and the Sul* 
tan, in which the c^nquefts on both fides were re* 
ftored, and the peace of India eftablifhed. 

The Var which continued in the Carnatic, not- 
withftanding;,the abfence of the Sultan, waa chiefly 
between the French and Englifh. • Sir Eyre CootCj 
who had gone to Bengal for the recovery of his 
K k 3 health. 
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health, returned as foon as he fovad hk ftrefigth 
ia fome degree repaired, and brought with him ten 
lacks of rupees. The Refolution, which carried 
him, was very cloTely purfued during the pa£&ge, 
by two French fhips of the linok The general’s 
anxiety for the confequsnce, as the public were £6 
deeply intefefted, kept him conftantly on the deck 
during the chafe. The ihip and treafure efcaped, 
but the general only furvived his arrival two days. 
His lofs to the Company and his country was' irre- 
parable. Whatever might have been his imperfec- 
tions in other refpe61s, as a profeilional man he 
had few equals. He had more military fcience and 
pra<£lice perhaps, than any other general of his time. 
And it will be long remembered to his honour, as 
an eulogy to which he was well entitled, that, when 
our affairs on that fide of India had become def- 
perate, his prefence reftored the confidence of a 
difpirited army : He was the terror of the moft for- 
midable adverfary we ever had in that part of the 
world, and literally the faviour of the Carnatic. 

General Stuart, who had fucceeded to the com- 
mand in the abfence of Sir Eyre Coote, was, on 
his death, continued in that fituation. And the 
a^ion in which his abilities were moft diftinguifhed 
happened at Cuddalore. The French, whom it 
was now an objedl to drive from the Carnatic, 
were ftrongly fortified in this place. In an at- 
tempt to carry the out-pofts of this fortrels,^a molt 
bloody and defperate conflict enfued, in which the 
attack and defence continued to rage with equal 
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£cfcene:i& aod obAioacy for fome time. Our 
troops* however* fucceeded in the enterprife. 
The killed*' wounded* and milling* including the 
native tropps* were not much Ihort of a thoufand 
men. Of the firench* notwithftanding their co- 
ver* and the flrength of their works* forty-two 
officer^ and fix hundred of their beff troops* were 
killed or wounded. 

This fevere battle was fought on the thirteenth 
of June i and on the twentieth of the fame month 
£ir Edward Hughes and Suffrein met once more, 
for the fifth and laft time* as enemies in the Indian 
feas. The Eifgliih* in their turn, had a fuperi- 
ority of force, and oppofod feventeen fhips to 
only fifteen of the enemy j but their crews had 
been greatly debilitated by ficknefs. A prodi- 
gious cannonade was kept up, from a few minutts 
paft four till feven o’clock in the evening, without 
intermiffion. The enemy then hauled off, as they 
had kept a cautious difiance through the whole en- 
gagement. On the morning they were wholly out 
of fight, and difeovered the day after at anchor* 
in the road off Pondicherry. ’ Here Sir Edward 
dared them the whole of this day, but was imme- 
diately obliged to put into Madras for frelh water. 
And Suffrein took that opportunity of returning to 
Cuddalore, where he landed two thoufand and four 
hundred of his own men, to affifi De Bufiy in the 
defence of that valuable place. 

The befieged, from this and feveral other cir- 
cumftances* 'became fo confideht of their ftrengih* 
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that thhy detenni&ed to attemfft our iotrefkchmeiMr. 
And our army was not, at that time, in the befi 
eondittoA for fufiaintag inch an bnfet. The en- 
forcements, which the general had ordftrefd fioni 
Madras, had not yet arrived, ^or was Colooe! 
FuUarton returned fibm an expedition on wUch hO 
had been font in the Coimbatoor country. Sir Ed- 
ward Hughes had departed, and the enemy’s fleet 
were at anchor in the road. Under all thefe dif- 
eouraging circumflances, and notwlthftanding the 
force defined for the furprife of the Englifh con- 
lifted of the flower of the French army, and were 
led to the attack by fome of their moft approved 
officers, they were received in a manner but little 
expected. The action commenced, on the part of 
the French, at three o’clock in the morning, when 
they endeavoured to furprife our troops. They 
had, on the flrft attack, fuch an advantage only as 
could be expelled againft men not regularly pre- 
pared to receive them. The aflailants, however, 
foon found themfelves on hoftile ground. The 
Englifh armed in a moment, and fpeedily re- 
venged the infult'. Not contented with maintain- 
ing their pofts, they drove the enemy from the in- 
trenchments, and pufhed them fo hard on every 
fide, that a complete route inftantly took place. 
The Chevalier de Damas, who headed the party, 
flsveral officers, and about one hundred and fifty 
men, were taken prifoners. Our lofs was inconfi- 
d^rablt^. The fepojs who fought, and even foiled 
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fom of the beft irdops of France, ^ the bay- 
fief, fulfered 

Sooo after this My, infonaation was facelTed 
at Oiddalore, ftom Lori Macartney and Sot fid- 
ward Hnghes^ nac peace was re-eftabltflied be- 
tween the French and EoglMh in Europn. Ail 
further *hoftilit^ between the two afmies imme- 
diately ceaied, and the priibaen of each weft 
floutuaily exhanged. 
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